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Big annual meeting, elections Dec.19

IDOWNRIGGERS and PALM TREES

It happened just like in the stories we had heard, a downrigger line went off
with a loud twang. Les barely had time to reach the rod when the dolphin came
twisting out of the powder blue water, flashing its brilliant yellow and green sides in
the sunlight.

Now, as the script reads, the school follows its hooked comrade to the surface in a
frenzy and clobbers every-
thingin sight! Sure enough,
first the right outrigger
popped, followed by a flat
line. Then the left rigger
and finally the other flat
line. It was incredible! We
were hooked up with five
jumping, thrashing doiphin
all at the same time. How-
ard Cosell could not have
described the action!

This was March 6, 1978,
our first full day at Mara-
thon in the Florida Keys.
We docked the boat that
afternoon with over 100
Ibs. of dolphin, kingfishand
bonito ranging between 7
and 20 |bs. It proved to be
just an average day out of
our two weeks of fishing
action that included amem-
orable battle with a huge
bull dolphin, light tackle
fishing over the reef and the trip's highlight, the hooking and landing of a 50 Ib. sailfish.

A wealthy man’s holiday”’, you're thinking? Read on — we were three Michigan
Steelheaders on a budget, living out of a camper and fishing out of our own boat that
we hauled all the way down from the frozen north country. Think about this as you
take your gear out of the boat this fall, in preparation for the annual mothballing.

I must be the world’s champion winter-hater. | nearly freeze to death while taking
the trash out to the curb. I've gone to Florida several times with my family but some-

Continued on Page 13

Howard Mills shows off funny-looking Florida ‘steelhead’

A Special Supplement follows page 6

Our December Membership Meeting
will be held at Bonnie Brook Country
Club Tuesday, December 19, 1978, at
7:30 p.m. This is the ‘“Annual Member-
ship Meeting”’.

Trophies will be presented to the
winners of the Big Manistee River Tour-
nament and the St. Joe River Tourna-
ment. Members can sign up for the Au
Sable River Tournament at the meeting.

The results of the election of Directors
for next year will be announced — if you
haven’t voted, mail or give your balliot
to Tom Schneider at the meeting. In addi-
tion, the names of the Steelheader and
Director of the Year will be announced,
and the Skipper of the Year Trophy will
be presented.

Traditional with the Annual Meeting is
the “"Super Raffle””. Each lady attending
will be given a free ticket for the "'Lee
Tree”" (named in honor_of our hard-
working director in charge of tackle
raffles, Jerry ""No girl’s worth $50.00"
Lee). This miniature Christmas tree will
be adorned with shimmering lures in a
mind-boggling array of colors, sizes and
shapes. In addition, there will be ah add-
ed bonus of some surprise super prizes
for the tackie raffle.

All this is in addition to our usual
fine tackle raffle prizes donated by
Yakima, Charger, J.C. Penney, Acme
Sport, Lakeside, etc.

This is the BIG ONE of the year--you
need not be a member to attend or to
win. Hope to see YOU there--bring a
buddy and a ladyfriend.
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& The sixth annual Michigan Steelheaders Annual Meeting and Dinner
Dance will be held on January 13, 1979 at the Pantlind Hotel, Grand
Rapids. This annual event is the time to renew old friendships with mem-
bers from across the state and to make new ones, while enjoying a fine
dinner that only the Pantlind can provide.

The evening’s festivities will start at 5:30 P.M. with the Annual busi-
ness meeting followed by a social hour at 6:00, and a fine filet mignon
dinner at 7:00 P.M. After dinner there will be a door prize raffle with an
excellent selection of fishing tackle (cash prizes for the ladies, of course)
being given away. Beginning at 9:00 P.M., there will be dancing to the
great sound of “FOUR-OF-A-KIND " until midnight.

The Detroit Chapter will once again sponsor buses to carry our mem-
bers from Detroit to Grand Rapids and back, leaving Bonnie Brook
Country Club at 2:00 P.M. and arriving back at Bonnie Brook at about
3:30 A.M. the next morning. There will be a $2.00 donation for the trip,
which includes the ride, ice and mix, and coffee and doughnuts on the
way back. If you want something else to drink on the trip you should
bring your own bottle, of course.

If you were there last year, you know what a fun time this outing is,
and if you missed it last year, |'m sure you heard about it. But either way,
I’'m sure that you won't want to miss it this year. Where else can you en-
joy a fine dinner, an evening of dancing, and all of the fun of the Steel-
headers for a full day for only $12.00 per person.

Since we have only a limited number of seats available on the buses,
see me early, either at the December membership meeting, or call me at
home at 979-2951. We want to be sure we have room for everyone who
would like to make the trip.

—Jim Boyer

COMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

Tuesday Nights — at Dec. 19
Bonnie Brook Country Club  Jan. 30
Telegraph & 8 Mile Road Feb. 27

v
MSSFA ANNUAL MEETING & DINNER DANCE

RIVER TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Jan. 13

Date Place/Opponent Contact
Jan. 20 AuSable River John Tymensky
Detroit vs. AuSable River Valley 532-1687
Feb. 3 Betsie River Clinic Bob Lindberg or Tom Schneider
{Tentative) 399-7418 264-2818
March 10 AuSable River

Detroit vs. Saginaw/AuSable

If you wish to participate in the River Fishing Committee, please contact:
T. Schneider (264-2818) — or — R. Lindberg (399-7418)
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It’s
Au Sable River

tourney time

On January 20, 1979, the Detroit Area
Chapter will defend its title on the Au
Sable River. The Oscoda Chapter has de-
manded a rematch because of the close-
ness of last year's tourney: their seven
fish to our ten.

There will be three trophies awarded
for the three largest steelhead caught by
members of our chapter (limit of one tro-
phy per Steelheader).

There will be hot dogs, beans and
munchies” after the weigh-in, which will
be held at Van Etten Sportsmen’s Club.
The winning chapter will be determined
by the total weight of the fish caught by
each chapter. Entry fee is $6.00 and the
losing chapter buys the beer.

The starting time will be daylight, and
the tournament goes tili 4:00 p.m. Weigh-
in will be from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. There
will be no check-in, and the honor sys-
tem will be expected.

For further information, contact Bob
Lindberg (399-7418) or John Tymensky
(632-1687) at the December meeting, or
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Dues going up: renew now

The Michigan Steelheaders feel the cash crunch, too. Rising costs
have hit especially hard the benevolent, educational and non-profit or-
ganizations such as the MSSFA,

As Membership Chairman, involved in a certain amount of purchas-
ing, | could write an additional few paragraphs to justify the inevitable —
a dues increase. The obvious few words should suffice. However, news-
letter and other printing costs and meeting place and show site costs are
increasing, and non-profit postage fees have more than doubled.,

Both the state and chapter Steelheaders have resisted a dues in-
crease in each of the last two years. The chapter in 1974 determined an
annual dues and it has remained so ever since. To continue the same
benefits and services, the Board of Directors voted to increase the dues
to $10.00 annually, effective January 1, 1979. The state dues will also
be increased to $10.00 at the same time.

This message will advise certain chapter members to renew now, be-
fore the increase, even if your expiration date reaches into March. The
address label that s on the back page has a series of letters and numbers
across from your name. If they read Bor C179,B or C279, or B or C379
(January, February or March, 1979), it would be prudent to renew
your membership before fanuary 1, 1979. The December (Annual)
meeting may be convenient, or you can do so by using the form on
this page.

If the last two digits are 78, it means that your membership has al-
ready expired and your name has been expunged from our files. | urge
you to renew now, this month. We need your support.

LTI TIYPIYIT]

by phone. Hope to see you on the river. — John Makela
—John Tymensky
Patches & Decals Membership Application
51ZE ITEM PRICE Quantity  Cost Membership includes = Free Line for Two Reels,
-~ g Chapter Newsletter, State Newsletter, Boat Decal, Car Decal,
3" X4 ARM PATCH 1.00ea. Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch, Membership Card.
3" X 4"  WINDOW DECAL 25ea. (] Chapter Dues - $ 5.00
x4 TACKLE BOX DE (State MSSFA Membership required)
= " BOX DECAL .25ea.
(] Chapter & State Dues - $12.00
117 X 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.
NAME £
" CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. (phone)
8" x 11" BACK PATCH 2.00ea. ADDRESS
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MAILING] 50
PAYABLE TO DETROIT AREA CHAPTER TOTAL CITY STATE ZiP
MAIL TO: A COMPLETE FORM AND SEND WITH CHECK
MssEa | AREACHAPTER -\ oter Fund Raiser OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:  DETROIT AREA CHAPTER
B et B Thank You.... THANK YOU I 2518 Vinsatts v
i g Royal Oak, Mi 48073

—

ACME

)

10% Off to all Steetheaders

BOAT

NEW U.S. RECORD
57% LB LAKE TROUT
CAUGHT ON A

STARCRAFT JOHNSON NO. 4 CHARGER &
BOATS d MOTORS
e——N7 7 L0ADER ew
LAKE PRODUCTS CO.

TRAILERS P.O. Box 116

Utica, M1 48087

23520 WOODWARD
FERNDALE
{ 542-4851
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If you
lob, bob, 4
slam, jog,
troll, jig,

or just

cast flies.
We’ve got
the things
you need
to do it all.

HiL T
HHHA
i

JCPenney

Let JCPenney be your headquarters
for all your sporting needs

& NORTHLAND CENTER ¢ EASTLAND CENTER ¢ SOUTHLAND s WESTLAND
Greenfield & Hwy. 102 18000 E. Eight Mile hoad Eureka/Pardee Rd. Warren/Wayne Rd.
¢ LAKESIDE s FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER ¢ TWELVE OAKS MALL

M-58/Schoenherr mich. Ave. & Hubbard Now, Mich.
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DICK SWAN'S ONTARIO QUTING

Steelheading’s fine on the Saugeen River

November 7, 1978 was a big day for many politicians in
Michigan, while some probably wished they would have gone
fishing!! We did — but we were voters, not politicians, and after
flipping all of those levers, Mike VerBerkmoes of Interlochen
and Burl Brown of Capac and | headed East-South-East and
then North. By heading South on 1-75 | can guarantee you that
I wasn’t headed for the “'Big A" 1!

On November 6, | received a phone call from John Kerr, a
steelheader and noted out-
door writer from Toronto,
Ontario. When John calls
and tells you to get your
fanny in gear for some
Canadian steelheading —
you learn to react! A call
to Mike and Burl struck
home with them too and
we were on our way to the
Blue Water Bridge and
Canada.

We were to meet John
at Jim Fordham’s sport
shop in South Hampton
Tuesday evening by taking
Highway 21 North, on the
way picking up our three
day licenses. Our fishing
site was the Saugeen River.
The Saugeen runs through
South Hampton's back
yard and is due East of the
Big Al! There are about 2
miles of river to fish steelhead — from Lake Huron to Denny's
Dam {spillway). Canada does plant a fall spawning strain of
steetheads, but our Michigan double stripers are very common in
the Saugeen.

We spent a day and a half fishing the lower runs — runs so
close to Lake Huron that a strong West wind would blow

BERKLEY COMMUNICATIONS

2998 11 Mile « Berkley, M1 48072 « (313) 398-1359

MARINE RADIO

John Kerr displays steelhead taken from Canada’s Saugeen River.

enough lake water in the river to raise the river a foot. Mike
took three silver bullets while Burl and | came up with one each.
We saw a local fisherman beach a 13 ib. double striper on a
green Cleo. John said that 16 Ib-plus fish were not uncommon
in the Saugeen I

The next day we left the lower river and went up to the big
spiliway. Mike fished a run just below the cable marking the
fishing limits below the dam. John and | waded out to fish the

. “abutment” run down-
stream and Burl fished
about forty vyards be-
low us. Many natives
were lined up on both
sides of the river (same
size as Big A) so we
were able to compare
our Michigan light line
technigue with  the
focals!!

John was fishing my
Graphite  Steelheader
with a 41h. leader, Burl
was fishing 2ib. on his
Noodle and Mike was
fishing a Supreme with
2ib. and 41b. leaders.
With Burl along (even
when not along), we
were all drowning Nug-
gets !t

John broke the ice
with two quick fish.
Burl followed suit by his usual “milking” a steethead to death —
but — when Burl lifted his fish from the water, al} eyes bugged
out. His big double striper only pulled the De-liar to 12%ibs.
and | swore it would hit 141bs. 1!

We all heard Mike was having a ball (steelheaders do commu-
nicate) at the dam, so we paid Mike a visit, fast — (what are
friendly steelheaders for?)!1! Mike had
released four and put a pretty female
on his stringer. He drove some locals
nuts by releasing fish.

Continued on Page 12

YOUR TRI-COUNTY

SHAKESPEARE Full Stock
Marine C.B. of COBRA, *
Antennas S.B.E. and

DEALER

other name
brands available

from $24.85

PACE 145 C.B.
w/weather hand
$79.85

HOURS
10-7 Mon-Fri
9-6 Sat.
12-6  Sun.

FEATURING
Center Console
and Cuddy Cabin
Boats In 17, 18-6,
22, and 24-6 feet.

MARVIN
MARINE
INC.

25838 Five Mile Road
Datroit, Michigan 48239

-
MHNP2-AND

Compact 12-Channel
Model 13-516

INSTALLATION, PARTS & SERVICE AVAILABLE
KE 7-5955
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Here’s a long rod case
ANYONE can afford!

Hopefully over the Holidays you will
have received that new long steelhead rod
you've been asking for. Regardless if you
have one of the new Fenwick twelve-
footers (GSH 1441F or FSH 1441F),
a Dick Swan rod, or any other long cus-
tom rod, you will need a rod case for it.

The market availability on long rod
cases (those over nine feet in length) is
very limited. Most cases manufactured are
for the shorter length models. Therse is
one case on the market that is tele-
scopic in design and can be lengthened
or shortened by a clamp or screw. If you
decide that this case, which is bulky and
expensive, is not for you, why not build
your own? + PVC ROD CASE

e e el i ]

The two types of long rod cases that
| make are easily put together. One is
from PVC pipe and the other is made
from cardboard tubing. The PVC rod
case has many advantages. The plumb-
ing pipe is strong and very durable.
It can be bought at most plumbing stores
or at your large discount store. Because
of its strength, it will protect your ex-
pensive rod from danger — car trunks,
van doors, or being run over. The PVC
pipe is easy to work with and takes only
a few minutes to put together.

The most popular diameters of the
pipe are two inch and three inch. If you
plan on carrying only one rod in the case,
i would recommend the smaller size.
The three inch will carry two rods easily.

To buiid the case you will need a
length of PVC pipe, an adaptable sleeve, a
threaded plug and a rubber cap. The
adaptable sleeve and threaded plug are
also made from PVC material and the
diameter of these should be the same as
the pipe you choose to use. To assemble
the case, glue the adaptable sleeve to the
top of the PVC pipe. The threaded plug
screws into this sleeve, allowing easy
access to the rod and providing a tight
seal from dirt and water. To complete
the rod case permanently, glue the rubber
cap to the other end of the PVC pipe.
i prefer to use a rubber cap rather than a
cap made from PVC material, as the rub-
ber tends to “‘give’”’ when the rod tip
sides into it.

An even simptler rod case can be built
by using cardboard tubing. This tubing
can be found discarded at tile or carpet-
ing centers. To strengthen the outer
surface of the tubing, | coat the exterior
with polyurethane or varnish. This finish

For those of you wives and/or ladyfriends who don’t know what to get the old
steelheader this year, and are not sure if you are buying the right things, here are a few
suggestions that might help fill up the stocking this year.

For the steelheader who is a River Fisher-
man:
Small Items —
Lil Corkys
Size: 1/4",3/8" and 1/2”
Colors: Various
Spin & Glos
Size: Nos. 6 thru 12
Wobble Glos
Size: Various
Okie Drifters
Size: Various
Pencil Lead
Size: 3/16" & 1/4"
Monofilament Line
Size: 8lb. test Trilene XL
101b. test Stren
Woolly Yarn
Fish Stringer
Fishing Vest

Colors: Various
Colors: Various
Colors: Various

Length: Spools

Colors: Various

For the steelheader who is a boat trolier:
Small ltems —

Little Cleos
Size: 1/4 0z, 1/3 0z.and 2/5 oz.
Colors: Blue/Silver Green/Silver
Red/Gold
Tadpollys

Size: 1/4 0z and 1/2 oz.

Colors: Various
J-Plugs

Size: 2and 3
Chargers

Size: Various

Colors: Various

Colors: Various
Flutterspoons
Size: No. 44
Large Items —
Large Tackle Box
Large Cooler — 80 to 100 gt.
Temp. Gauge — Waller 200 ft.

Colors: Various

Gift certificates are available at any of the supporters of FISHIN' TALES. And, of
course, one of Dick Swan’s custom rods would brighten up any steelheader’s Christmas.

will be available for return at the December meeting.

) All photos used in FISHIN' TALES since last December (

See GARY GRAY

acts as a waterproofing agent also. For
the ends | use rubber caps, one perma-
nently glued, the other as a slip-on cap.
Both of the rod cases | have described
are economical to build and perform well.

Inside your new rod case, you will
want to use a rod bag to protect the rod
finish and guides while inside the case.
One of the best materials for a rod bag is
felt. It is reasonably priced and easy to
sew (recruit your wife or friend). Unlike
other materials, the felt does not grab or
catch on your guides when pulling your
rod out of the bag. With a felt rod bag,
your rod slides out easily.

So, spend a little time and protect that
new long rod with a new rod case and bag.

by DON CALHOUN

Custom Rod
Building Supplies
Glass & Graphite
Blanks up to 14’

A & A REEL REPAIR

Rod and Reel Repair

s

21006 MACK AVE.
GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MI 48236

AL ADAMS 884-7388
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Detroit River Coho
mystery ‘solved’

DETROIT--The mysteries of the Detroit River were cracked
.-however slightly--when 45 determined fishermen tackled the
elusive Coho salmon in the Detroit River Invitational Fishing
Tournament II (DRIFT *78), here October 28 and 29, 1978.

The gathering brought together 14 of the top fishing editors
from as far east as Philadelphia and as far west as Lincoln,
Nebraska to perfect a method for fishing the species, which was
introduced into the river three years ago by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

But it was the tournament hosts, the Detroit Chapter of the

Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Association, whose

members made the only catches of the weekend--four Coho

salmon, landed within sight of downtown Detroit’s skyline.

But the writers, who came from Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky,
Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, did offera

few refinements which might hold the key to landing more of the

several hundreds of Coho “marked” by sonar devices during the

tourney.

1 think we should follow the lead of the Walleye fisher-
men,” said one writer. “We see them chugging their baits along

the bottom of the river, and they are coming up with as many
Salmon as Walleye.”

Steelheader Bob Kring, from Auburn Heights, was the
first to show the visiting sportswriters how it’s done, as he
landed a 6%lb. Coho early Saturday morning.

Fifteen year-old Eric Mills, of Algonac, soon followed with a

5%1b. Salmon. Eric fooled the Coho with a spoon trailed on a
downrigger.

Sunday morning Larry Beyers of Sterling Heights, got lucky
with a gold-colored plug, and boated a seven pounder. Jim
Goodman rounded out the day’s catch with a 7%lb. Coho.

DRIFT ’78 participants were excited to learn that shore
fisherman Ed Thiede had tied into a 201b. Chinook Salmon on
Belle Isle, the Detroit River island where the Coho are spawning.
It took 30 minutes for Thiede to tire the big fish and bring him
safely into a net.

Literally thousands of fish, no doubt many of them Salmon,
were marked on the boats’ depth finders, and Ron Spitler, DNR
fisheries biologist, hoisted dozens of fish out of the DNR’s test
nets, proving the fish are in the river in great numbers.

Shore fishermen have landed over 500 Cohos in the last few
weeks, but why the Coho back away from lures and bait offered
from a boat remains a mystery and a challenge to fishermen.

Friday evening, the fishermen were treated to a spectacular
view of Belle Isle and the Detroit River from the 70th floor of
Detroit’s Renaissance Center and on Saturday evening enjoyed a
Salmon “Fish Boil”” at the Manoogian Mansion, residence of
Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young.

The fishermen made short work of 100lbs. of Salmon,
boiled with onions and potatoes, and served with drawn butter,
bread and coleslaw.

The Salmon for the fish boil was caught in other Michigan
waters, but the sportsmen promised that next year’s fish boil
would be of Detroit River Coho only. Plans are already underway
for DRIFT *79 next fall on the Detroit River.

Detroit C
host Mid
for DRI
Cohos



Clean river :
better fishing

, DETROIT--Co-operation among
/ conservation authorities, city
: officials and industry has result-

; ed in the resurgence of the De-

: troit River as a sportsman’s
7 / playground at the doorstep of
e Y one of America’s great urban
centers.

The Detroit River, once con-
sidered as polluted as any big
city river, has cleaned up the
municipal sewage and industrial
waste which previously served as
a deadly cocktail for fish and
waterfow! along its banks.

According to local estimates,
the flow of pollutants into the
Detroit River was reduced by
87% from 1960 to 1977 through
a $400 million investment by
industry and $375 million in
improvements by the City of
Detroit to its municipal sewage
treatment facilities.

Today the Detroit River of-
fers vast recreational opportuni-
ties. And industrial leaders are
finding a pollution-free river is
more economical as well.

The return of the Detroit
River to ecological health is
paying handsome rewards to
sportsmen of all kinds, including
sailors, powerboaters, swimmers
and water skiers. But none has
profited so richly as game
fishermen.

Anglers are buzzing over some
of the best fishing in living mem-
_ g = ory for Walleye, Northern Pike,

- sl Muskellunge, and even an occa-

«® sional Sturgeon. A run of Coho

ha ter SKI ers Salmon is now enticing fisher-
men to stretch their season al-

most until the snow flies.

And as the river improves,

<@
r it comes closer to the descrip-
we st ed lto s tion of the city’s founder, An-
toine Cadillac, when he first
saw it in 1702. He said the river

» ' was ‘‘so beautiful that it may
u justly be called the earthly para-
, dise of North America.”
prove elusive i



DNR’s Spitler: Success!

DETROIT--Coho salmon of up to
ten pounds are the latest addition
to the long list of game fish anglers
can try for on the Detroit River.

For years Detroiters have been
enjoying success with Northern
Pike, Muskellunge, Walleye, Perch,
fresh water Drum (often called
Sheepshead), Largemouth, Small-
mouth and White Bass, Catfish and
even an occasional Sturgeon.

In the spring of 1977, the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resour-
ces released 300,000 18 month-old
Cohos into the Detroit River at
Belle Isle, a 1,000-acre island park
three miles east of downtown
Detroit. This fall, they are returning
to Belle Isle by the hundreds as

RON SPITLER,. ; .
district fisheries biologist from lh; i =
Michigan Department of Natural "“»-

-Resources (DNR), hoists tw¢

Calio snlrmm on Belle Iste,
River. Spider wowed scom

mature adults, with the average
fish weighing five to six pounds,
and some as large as ten pounds.
“These fish have voracious appe-
tites,” said Ron Spitler, fisheries |
biologist of the DNR. “They must, &
since they put on (four or five)
pounds in a little more than a year.’

After being released, Spitler theorlzes the flsh

swim down to Lake Erle where they feed and grow.
Late this summer, DNR officials began dripping a
“homing scent’ into the water at Belle Isle in hopes
of attracting the fish back to the point of release.

The Salmon have responded, and are swimming
back up the river, past downtown Detroit’s new
Renaissance Center, and on to Belle Isle.

The DNR’s sample nettings are collecting well over
100 fish a week, and shore fishermen are enjoying a
field day, catching the Salmon on spinners, spawn bags,
worms and even marshmallows.

Ironically, fishermen with boats, downriggers,
depth-finders and sophisticated Coho equipemnt have
been unable to tie into salmon. A successful method of
catching Detroit River Coho remains to be perfected.

The sportsmen have been bobbing spawn bags and
bait off the bottom, drift fishing and trolling with
plugs similar to those used by Walleye fishermen.
Also, the downrigger method which has been success-
ful elsewhere in Michigan is being tried.

The downrigger was invented by Michigan fisher-
men soon after salmon were introduced to the Great
Lakes. The invention allows the fisherman to troll
his lure at a specific depth, and yet to play the fish
without unwieldy sinkers spoiling the fighting action
of the fish.

" The five to ten-pound sinker is on one line, and the
leader and lure on another. The two lines are clipped

together, and lowered to the desired depth. When the
Salmon hits the lure, the clip releases and the fish is
played. Once the fish is landed, the fisherman can
retrieve his sinker from the end of the other line.

Boaters are ‘“‘marking’’ the Cohos on their depth
finders, but the reasons the fish are favoring shore
fishermen is still a mystery.

When the Coho strikes, the fisherman is in for a
battle. The fish tends to run directly away from the
boat, frequently breaking water with heart-stopping
acrobatics, and as it tires, the Coho runs back toward
the fisherman, trying to loosen the lure that hooked it.

In shallow water the Coho will roll and twist, trying
to break the line or foul it on a log or submerged
obstruction.

Once it is landed, the Coho makes a beautiful
trophy, and a tasty dinner. Most Great Lakes cooks
suggest a festive “fish boil”” after a successful fishing
trip. The fish is simply boiled with potatoes and a
liberal dose of salt, and served with loads of butter
and more table salt.

Fishing the Detroit River is safe and easy for shore
fishermen and the small boater. A number of marinas
in the area service or rent boats; charter cruises are
available, and the Coast Guard station on Belle Isle
stands ready to help in case of an emergency.

Shore fishermen will have no trouble finding a spot,
with almost all of Belle Isle open to them, and a num-
ber of waterfront parks near the island.




DRIFT ’78 Chairman says
“Thanks... WELL DONE”

DRIFT ’78 was attended by fifteen outdoor writers from all over the country. The
tourney was jointly hosted by skippers and their crews from the Detroit Area
Chapter, the Renaissance Committee and the Mayor’s Office of the City of De-
troit. While the trip was not a total success in terms of fish landed, the rewards
were great in terms of favorable publicity for all of the organizations involv-
ed. A total of four salmon were landed during the weekend, a 400% im-
provement over our last year’s efforts, but, needless to say, not up to
our expectations. The Detroit Chapter extends a special *‘Thank
You” to the Mayor of the City of Detroit, Coleman Young, for
the use of his home for the “fish boil” on Saturday night (so
ably done by Don Kercliff and his wife Rose with an assist
from Mike Trevas), the Stroh Brewery Co., and the Mich-
igan Marine Dealers Association for the fine breakfasts
they so kindly hosted. Also, we again extend our
_thanks to our loyal supporters, Luhr Jensen &
Sons and Yakima Bait Co. for their gift packs -
" of lures. Most of all, we wish to offer a big
“WELL DONE” to the skippers and crews
 who made DRIFT *78 possible. Again,
thank you! z

" Tom Schneider (Corky Man)
DRIFT 78 Chairman

- -
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Michigan tactics

Continued from Page 5

On my third toss — fish on — it was
a healthy 10%Ib. double striper. Then
it was Burl’s turn and then Mike's,
then me and then Mike !

During this time, Mike had been
coaching a focal on our technique.
Mike furnished the necessary ingre-
dients to the man (a fireman from Hamii-
ton) and ““Fish On"! A huge rock spelled
doom to his line but he became a believer
in one lesson. We saw one other fish
landed! Mike gave the last fish to a
fisherman who had worked hard at it all
afternoon — all others were released

This picture could have been taken in Michigan !
except one apiece — for Jim Fordham
and his wife — for our appreciation for

Wi

work on Ontario’s Saugeen River

..__.'.j_;,."

2 SR P
November action at the Saugeen River spillway

By Thanksgiving | had planted the
Canadian steelhead seed in a few ears and
after filling “the tank’ with turkey —
my buddy from Chicago, Archie Sweet,
Jim Stepulkoski (Flint delinguent), Burl
and | were on our way to meet John
again.

I knew Buck Ryder was very interested
in going, but | didn’t think he would take
Friday off! i should have known better!!
Upon returning from the Big Head River
on Georgian Bay to the Saugeen, a van
stopped us — head on —with Buck’s
smiling face behind the wheel. Bill Clark
also of Plymouth and Chester Rowe from
West Virginia were with Buck.

Snow and dropping temperatures put
the shallow runs in winter condition very
fast and the fishing action had fallen ac-
cordingly. Of the fish taken during our
stay on the Saugeen, four were taken
on the Michigan technique. Jim Clark’s
8lb. silver female was the largest taken.
Two of the four fish were caught by
John Kerr, using Archie’s bobber.

<)
TS (313) 355-5526
A
N
TOW
CO5N
S &&
N Qs SPECIALISTS IN:
1. Administration
2. Consumer Sales and Marketing
3. Medical Products Sales
GARY D. FRISKE hnical
Detroit Member of MSSF A 4. Technica
A 5. Office Services
6. Food Service
7. Hospitality
8. Finance
Yorkshire Office Center 9. Engineering
Suite 208 10. Health Care
21751 W. 11 Mile Road
-Southfield, Michigan 48076 S A fees are paid by the Emplover,

John has made an interesting addition
to Archie’s trade mark. John has added
a small piece of tubing to the upper shaft.
He runs his line through this piece--on
down to the slit and-lower tubing. This
runs the line along the length of the
bobber. The bobber doesn’t flop around
in the air during your casting or fighting
fish. Archie agrees it is better because it
doesn’t allow the bobber to twist the
line at the attachment. Archie says
sometimes the bobber twists enough
that it will break his light line.

So it is with steelheading in nearby
Canada. Buck travels the same number of
miles and it takes the same clock time.
The Saugeen and many other rivers are
not controlled by power dams so water
level is stable all day long. Know the
steelhead season on “your” river before
going to Canada!!!

by DICK SWAN

QLLLAL

JOHN KERR'S BOBBER ADAPTATION

Tubir;\

“Tubing

John is a Field Editor for Ontario Out
of Doors. His winter steelhead article in
the November issue is very informative.
John js no stranger to the Platte, Betsie
and Little Manistee rivers.

ORONONONOEONSRONINONOBONOINEE
LINCOLN 5.882% JORDAN 4.6559

LION PRODUCTS. INC.

&

FORM TOOLS COUNTERBORES
CRANKSHAFT TOOLS SPECIAL CARBIDE TOOLS
COLD HEADING DIES
CARBIDE THROW-AWAYS

Minimum Order — $500

1810 E. NINE MILE RD.
HAZEL PARK. MICH. 48030

BiLl WIiCKA
( PRES.)
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Steelheaders invade
Florida Keys

Continued from Page One

how that never really seemed to get the
job done. Oh, | even went out on some
charter boats, but never feit like | was the
one catching the fish.

So, late one Saturday night in January
with the powder snow bombarding the
windows and my family all in bed, | sat
drinking beer and hatching my fantasy.
Get a couple of guys together, load up
the “Paramour” (my 24-foot Sea Ray)
and head for the Fiorida Keys! What reaily
appealed-to me about the trip was that |
would do my own thing; learn to rig
baits, learn the techniques of ocean fish-
ing and experiment with downriggers
on salt water species.

Of course, | immediately rejected
the plan for a number of sound reasons.
1) My wife would never let me go; 2)
The trip would cost a fortune; and 3)
You can‘t pull a 24’ boat, 1600 miles
through the mountains of Kentucky and
Tennessee in the winter. And we were
sure to be arrested and jailed by the
police in Georgia on some trumped-up
charge ...

Several days later, after screwing up
my courage and rehearsing my lines,
| approached my bride with the plan.
(The police in Georgia would be easy if
| could get past this one.} “All these
years |'ve been a good father and worked
hard for the home. With the pressures
and tensions of modern life, a person
needs to get away for a good rest once in
a while. Young men are falling over every
day from early heart attacks. Besides,
this will be my dream trip, a trip to end
all trips.” At these words, she fell down
laughing! So, in the end we made a deal
{which 1 will not go into, as the debt is
still not completely settied).

NomeHoNoNoNoNonoRONONONSRGNS

MIKE OOSTMEYER
Res: 313/399-3581

Woods & Waters

o 10% over cost to all MSSFA members @

1551 East Pierson Rd.
Flushing, Mich. 48433
313/659-6380

HeouonoRoNoNoROoNoRNONONINININS
oNOoRCNONONONSNONOININOIRORNIEEN
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| telephoned Bob Bingle, the jovial
skipper of the charter boat ‘‘Steethead”,
who immediately accepted the invitation
and promptly assumed command of the
project. He said he didn't like the pace at
which the plans were proceeding--{we
had only discussed the trip for 5 minutes).
Les Shatzberg would be the third member
of the expedition. (Les has a very large
camper mounted on a 4-wheel drive truck
and is very tolerant of Capt. Bob’s con-
stant badgering.}

So, we spent the next 6 weeks plan-
ning, researching tackle, and reading up
on salt water fishing. We chose the first
two weeks in March as a compromise
time. The fishing down there gets better
later in the spring but we wanted to be
back for the early coho action. Besides,
January and February weather in Florida
can be chancy. We picked the Keys
for the spot as this area has a good mix-
ture of different kinds of fish.

THE JOURNEY

We left Algonac on a Friday afternoon
with Capt. Bob at the wheel of the cam-
per. We were under a threat by the
weatherman of a major winter storm
but after all the anticipation, we would
have started on foot. After several stops
for ice cream and doughnuts (Bob eats
a lot when he’s nervous) we were actually
on the freeway headed for Paradise.

In Ohio, we drove through canyons
formed by the snows of the previous two
weeks, piled along 1-75 by the plows. It
started to snow around Cincinnati but
soon stopped as if turned off by our cries
of anguish. The next 6 or 7 hours were
the toughest of the trip. We had planned
to drive in shifts of 2 hours on and 4
hours off. A good plan on paper but we
all got tired at the same time. | tried to
sleep in the camper as we bounced
through the Great Smoky Mountains. It
was 4:45 a.m. when the rig came to a halt
near a sign--Chattanooga--20 miles. Bob
and Les were exhausted and | was to try
to drive for an hour or so. Five miles
down the road | was fighting to keep my
eyes open, when the CB radio came alive
with what turned out to be a carload of
guys trying to pick up a carload of girls,
all headed to Florida. They passed me but
| managed to keep within reception
range for the next couple of hours. Their
hilarious conversation got me to Atlanta,
the dawn and over the hump. The last |

heard, the kids were having breakfast
together and Bob was tapping on the
window for me to relinquish the wheel,

The rest of the trip was uneventful.
Two could rest in the camper while the
third pulled his two hour shift. The far-
ther we went the easier it got, {and we
didn’t see a single cop in Georgial).
The sun was setting as we cleared Miami.
Then Homestead, at the tip of the Ever-
glades and finally across the bridge to
Key Largo. Shrimp fishermen lined the
narrow bridges, their Coleman lanterns
glowing in endless rows as we traveled
from key to key. Finally, 29 hours after
leaving Algonac, we arrived in Marathon,
where we settled down for the night in a
shopping center parking lot. Daylight
found three faces peering out on a strange
world of palm trees and pelicans and
warm sunlight.

We launched the “‘Paramour” and
secured it in the small harbor at the Salty
Dog Motor Lodge and checked the
camper in at the Lion's Lair R.V. park,
5 miles up on Grassy Key. This would be
our base of operations for the next two
weeks, with the exception of a two-day
stay in Key West.

The Keys are a chain of tropical
islands, extending below and to the west
of the Florida peninsula. On the north
side is Florida Bay with its shallow,

protected water. They call it the “’Back
country’’ — good light tackle fishing for

Dolphin are plentiful, and great fighters!
snapper, mackerel, sea trout and dozens
of species ready to gobble down your live
shrimp. On the south is the open ocean,

Continued on Page 14

@ X Livonia Mall » 7 Mile & Middlebelt
) A~ Open Daily 10-9, Sun, 12-5 (478-8810)

00

sg Macomb Mall = Gratiot at 13% Mile
SK)R"NG GOODS Open Daily 10-9, Sun. 12-5 (296-9700)

Birmingham ® B55 S. Hunter Bivd.
Open Daily 10-9, Sat. 9-9 (642 -4700)
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"Our secret weapon was the downrigger."

Continued from Page 13

beginning directly off-shore with the
“bonefish flats”’. Farther out and ex-
tending the full length of the Keys is
one of the world’s few living coral reefs.
This is a veritable fish bowl, teeming with
hundreds of colorful species. You can see
the bottom in 30 feet of water. we filled
a cooler there one morning on light spin-
ning tackie. There were so many strange
kinds of fish that it became necessary
to look each one up in a book to deter-
mine the edibility. Beyond the reef is the
Gulf Stream. The home of the big ones
and the area where we spent most of our
fishing trip.

The Gulf Stream is a river of warm
water flowing through the ocean in a
northerly direction and parallel to shore.
The distance from shore varies from 5
to 10 miles at this point. As you go from
the clear green water over the reef,
threading your way through the crab
trap bogs, the color turns to a blue
as the drop-off is reached. The border
of the Stream is very visible, with its
current swirls and floating grass lines
on the very edge. The color changes from
a brilliant powder blue to a near-purple
in places. This is the domain of the dol-
phins (the fish, not the mammal as
in Flipper), king mackerel, barracuda,
bonito, tuna, wahoo, sailfish and the
relatively rare marlin.

The food chain is so active out there
that there is always something happening.
Flying fish sail around the boat, huge sea
turtles swim by and sharks occasionally
look you over, We even saw several sword-
fish “tailing through”. The beauty of
fishing the Stream is that you never know
what’s going to come up and smash your
bait. We fought a huge bull dolphin (50
Ibs. at least!} for an hour and .a half,
passing the rod around as our arms gave
out.

The popular method of fishing for the
larger species in the offshore waters is
to troll rigged baits on the surface at a
fast pace (1100 r.p.m. or so) and rela-
tively close to the boat. A small slim
fish, known as a ballyhoo (about 9*
long) is secured on a one or two hook rig,
with a soft monel wire. The leader is
601b. test, single strand stainless wire as
most  saltwater fish can easily bite
through nylon line. The rigging of baits
is a real art as the fish must look natural
as the bait appears to swim right at the
surface. Bob became an “‘expert’” at this
in a short time, but for anyone starting
out, | would recommend a copy of

“How to Rig Trolling Baits” by Mark
Sosin, available from Garcia at $1.50
per copy.

Running two outriggers and two flat
lines is the accepted pattern. You usually
see the fish hit. When a 201b. Kingfish
hits an outrigger line, there is no hesita-
tion before release, no drop back, just a
loud snap and a screaming reel !

Our secret weapon was the downrigger,
which the people in Fiorida are just
beginning to discover. As mentioned
earlier, when you take a fish on a deep
line, he brings his buddies with him to
the surface and soon you've got your
hands full. We would run a lime green No.
4 J-Plug down 40’ or so. This method
enabled us to embarrass the local charter
boat several times. We had 5 dolphin on
at least 3 different times. In Key West,
most of the charter boats now have at
least one downrigger as it works super
well on Kingfish,

The inshore fishing over the reef or
in the back country usually entails anchor-
ing the boat in a likely spot, 16 to 30 feet
of water normally. A chum block is
placed in a mesh bag and tied alongside
the boat. A chum block consists of a
bunch of ground up small fish and
fish parts frozen into a block. As the
block melts, it releases the bits and
pieces and oils that form a chum line in
the current. The small fish school up
around the chum line and the larger fish
school up around the small fish. You just
flip a live shrimp out there in a light
spinning rod and brace yourself.

TACKLELAND

Gloves are a must with salt-water gamefish
THE TACKLE

The backbone of our arsenal was some
stiff rods and Penn 309s that Bob uses for
sturgeon. Filled with 30lb. mono, they
were just about right for the 10 to 20
pounders in the Stream. We had one
heavy outfit--stiff rod with roller guides
and a Penn Senator No. 6/0 reel filled
with 60ib. mono. This was about right
for sailfish, white marlin and wahoo. The
big mistake we made was not having a
belt with the socket where you put the
rod butt. Better yet, is a fighting chair
with the gimbal socket. With two of the
large fish we hooked, it was impossible to
hold the rod for that long without the
aid of a harness or socket. On the sail-
fish, we were forced to put the rod in
one of the flush-mounted rod holders
and fight the fish with the boat.

Leave your landing net at home.

Instead, you will need a good strong gaff,
Continued on Page 15

NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS

® One-Stop Shopping For Your Fishing Tackle Needs o

WHEN IN DETROIT
FIND OUT WHAT
SAVING REALLY
MEANS. NO ONE

CAN BEAT OUR
EVERYDAY LOW-LOW
DISCOUNT PRICES.

18800 Dix - Toledo
Melvindale, M1 48122

(313) 383-3244

WEST SIDE

WORLD'S FINEST SELECTION
OF FISHING TACKLE.

HOURS
9-8 MON — SAT
SUNDAY
“GONE FISHING”

39124 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, M1 48078

(313) 268-7350

EAST SIDE
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Continued from Page 14

one with about a 4-5ft. handle and a 3”
bite. Also, several pairs of canvas gloves
to handle the fish and the wire leaders,
The large lgloo-type cooler is a must,
with lots of ice. Gaff the fish, throw it
in the cooler and slam down the lid.
Don't even try to take the hooks out
until the fish is dead or you will become
the hookee, rather than the hooker. We
had one 201ib. barracuda get away from
us after boating. He nearly tore the boat
up. We had to jump up on the seats to get
away. He finally danced his way into the
cabin where he splattered blood all over
my nice mouse fuzzy upholstery.

You'll also need a hose. After fishing
in the ocean, the entire boat must be
completely washed down with fresh
water. The salt spray is murder.

THE EXPENSES

Now for the good news. | can’t think
of any vacation trip that would be less
costly unless you plan to stay in your
root cellar! Motels and resorts (if you can
find one vacant), will cost an arm and a
leg. We were quoted prices of up to
$50.00 per day. That's when we decided
to take the camper. $7.00 a day at an
R.V. park and we could do our own
cooking. Even if you have only a tent,
there are lots of campgrounds. The fol-
lowing is a list of our expenses:

Gasoline for camper $250.00
Gasoline for boat 115.00
R.V. Park 77.00
Dockage 36.00
Restaurant meals 65.00
Bait and Ice 50.00

250.00
50.00

$868.00 — or — $289.00 each

Of course, we ate fish every other
night {fried dolphin is fantastic) and Bob
brought some venison from home. Also,
figure in a few bucks for some trinkets
to take home to the kiddies. Maybe a
shark’s tooth necklace for the wife--if she
was good enough to fet you go.

So that’s it — the whole story. | think
my trip to end all trips was just the be-
ginning. We spent the ride home plan-
ning next year’s trip. Who knows? Maybe
next winter we’ll hit the 1-75 with a con-
voy of steelheaders. I'll bet we could
drink all the beer and catch all the fish
in the Keys!

Groceries, beer, pop
Misc. tackle

by HOWARD MILLS

Saltwater ‘steelheading’ is as
easy as ...
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Want Ads:

FOR SALE — '77 Delta Pro bass boat, 17 ft.

FO

FO

with 85 hp Mariner with power trim.
Custom built boat includes many, many
extras--also Deluxe Trailer. $5,000 or Best
Offer. Call Dave: 543-1756

RSALE — Electric Walker Downeiggt
with F~amms_agnd swivel .basts each. Excel-
fent condition. 1 y&as

2

ALE — Four 1977 model Walker
Downriggers, used. 2 4-ft, and 2 2-ft. arms,
4 swivel bases, 4 line releases, 4 stacking
tine releases. Good shape; original cartons
with instructions. $500.00.

Used 12-Channel Simpson Model B, push-
button FM. No antenna. $250.00

Used Compass, $20.00; used Aqua Scope 75
recording graph. Paper, new power cord,
recently serviced, transom bracket, trans-
ducer, carrying case, more. $200.00.

Call John: 583-1910

R SALE — 1976 22’ Aquasport Center Con-
sole Sport Fisherman. Twin 50hp. Evinrudes,
tandem E-Z-Loader trailer, Gemtronics 6"
straight graph, VHF and CB radios, compass,
4 manual Riviera downriggers, two Perco
15’ outriggers, 2 Danforth anchors with
line, fold spray shield plus forward spray
canvas, full cushions, 60 gal. fuel tank,
twin 70 amp. batteries, full instrument
panel, complete electrical fused in dash,
160 hrs. Price: $10,200.
Call Bob Miller: 1-616-882.5592 (Home)
1-616-352-9636 (Worl

Waikerr

— Lowrance 460 Fiasher,
downrigge
Temp, Lowrance

-n-Temp,
Jim Boyer: 379-2951

$15.00 per pair.
John: 283-4684 (after 8:00)

1978 MEETING SCHEDULE

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Bonnie Brook Country Club

December 19, 1978
January 30, 1979
February 27,1979

FOR SALE — "“Michigan Steelheaders’”’ Belts
and belt buckles now available at member-
ship meetings for members only.
or Cali Dave Geistler at home: 626-3834

HELP WANTED — Need fieid reporters, writers
and photographers to help with Fishin’
Tales on regular or occasional basis. Ex-
perience not needed. Apply to Editor,
Gary Gray at any membership meeting or VISITORS WELCOME
telephone at 846-6482 or write to: Gary

BRING A FRIEND
Gray, 6315 Archdale, Detroit, Ml 48228.

501b. sailfish highlights Florida jaunt

Les Shatzberg, Bob
Bingle and Howard
Mills (I. to r.) join
forces to show off
the prize catch of
their Florida fish-
ing odyssey, a fine

FOR SALE —
2 Walker Swivel bases {blue $30.00 50 Ib. sailfish.
2 Fully adj. outrigger hidrs. $30.00
2 8% ft. Olympic rods (2000C) $15.00
1 Aqua Probe Super Cheater .
Flasher $100.00 Copy deadline
1 custom buiit fish box, also doubles for the FISH
as a seat with a cleaning station in . . THE RIVER
. $75.00 January issue of
Call John: 399-3860 or 876-2345 “EISHIN' TALES " B e Prace Your Starting Dec. 1
FOR SALE — "Herbie-type’’ downrigger weights (the Annual Issue) RIVER “EMIL DEAN" Chart:r Nc‘;w! 616-362-3760

616-471-5005
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