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PLACED IN EIGHT OF EIGHT EVENTS!

Jerry Lee is Skipper of the Year

ALL THIS COULD BE YOURS!

The Detroit Area Chapter is proud to announce its Fourth Annual Boat
Raffle. This year's raffle boat is a fully-equipped Aquasport 170, one of
the finest boats available today. When the boat is raffled off on April 24, it
will be equipped with an Evinrude 55 h.p. motor, a trailer, 2 Proos downrig-
gers, a Lowrance 1510-A graph, 2 rods and reels and full Coast Guard safety
equipment. The total retail value of the package will be nearly $70,000.
Don‘t forget that the member who sells the most tickets will win some nice
prizes again this year. Write or call (979-2951) Jim Boyer for tickets.

Rod building is featured subject
at January meeting

The January membership meeting will be held at Bonnie
Brook Country Club on January 30 starting at 7:30 p.m. sharp.

Our guest speaker will be Mr. Al Adams (a local rod builder),
and his talk will be about rod building — fiberglass versus graph-
ite versus "“S*’-glass, different types of guides and their advant-
ages and disadvantages, how to space guides, etc. Al’s talk will
be informative and detailed, so all members who are building
rads, or who would like to, have an opportunity to learn from
a guy who has been doing it for years. To demonstrate what Al
will be talking about, several Chapter members will hold mini-
clinics on various rod-building techniques.

In addition, status reports on the Boat Show, Qutdoorama
and the Spring Show will be given. Volunteers are needed for
all of these events, ESPECIALLY THE SPRING SHOW! Results
of the Au Sable River Tournament will be announced and tro-
phies presented, and we will have our usual fine tackle raffle.
See you there, and bring a friend.

In 1975, | was introduced to Great
Lakes salmon and trout fishing, and also
to the Michigan Steelheaders, by a good
friend of mine, Larry Atwell, skipper of
the “Cobra”.

The first time | went fishing was with
Larry, at Traverse City. All the way up
there, | asked many questions regarding
the fishing “techniques used to seek the
salmon and steelhead. It was hard for me
to understand even how a downrigger
worked, let alone the many other things
| was about to learn.

Early that Saturday morning, after a
very short sleep, we were moving across
Grand Traverse Bay in the “Cobra’’. Af-
ter seeing how lines were set, and after
some helpful instruction given to me by
Larry, | patiently waited for the first hit.

It wasn’t very long before one of the
rods in front of me sprang up! | jumped
and yelled ““Fish On'" as | grabbed it. The
rod jumped up and down, with line run-
ning out of the reel against the drag. My
heart was beating as fast as the rod tip.

Continued on Page 5 . . .
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—Gary Gray JERRY LEE accepting Skipper-of the Year award.- —- -
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FROM JOHN MAKELA

Membership News 'n Notes

Did you know that your membership
in the Detroit Area Chapter includes your
spouse and children? It's not a new
development but | can’t . remember
reading it anywhere before. What it
means is this —if you're a troller and
want to participate in a Chapter tourna-
ment, your family can be your crew {or
part of it). All crew members in our con-
tests have to be a Chapter steelheader.
The same is true when you attend stream
tournaments, research trips, the annual
state dinner, our Ladies Day outing and
other get-togethers.

* % W

December was a busy month for
this department. Nearly 200 fishermen
joined the Chapter or renewed their
memberships —a record month. Many
renewals came in to beat the dues in-
crease effective January 1st.

Al Milspaugh paid up until 19841
i think he wanted to get our attention
so we'd get the correct spelling of his
name on newsletter labels.

Long time member Harold Kramer
beat the dead-line, but sent us a $20.00
check anyway. It's his annual “*donation”’
to the Chapter. ( Thanks, H.A.)

Our first 1979 $20.00 renewal came
in before Christmas from John Gaston,
Garden City. {No spiffy award though.)

Tony Byrd recruited another new
member — Milt Pugsley.

s ok ok

We get letters too. New member
Richard Wallega, Southfield, writes, "I
have had the pleasure of reading your
(newsletter), Fishin’ Tales. it has a fine
format and | enjoyed reading about the
fishing successes of your group.” Mr.
Wallega mentioned that he's very active
in a boating safety organization and
. ..it would please me to lend dues-
paying member support to your goals.”
{Welcome aboard, sire.)

From Canada; Eleanor Bendig (Tills-
bury, Ontario) writes: ‘“Having recently
been made aware of your group’s exis-
tence and the invaluable aid you provide
for salmon and trout fishermen — we
would like to become members of the
Association. We would also like member-
ships as gifts for several friends."”” Mrs.
Bendig's check covered five new Steel-
headers and she closed by saying, ““We are
looking forward to bigger and better
fish.” (So are we, fisherlady, so are we.)

* % K

If our Canadian friends and members
would like some newsletters for free
distribution at bait and tackle shops,
you can write to the Royal Oak address.
Many new members are signed up by this
practice. Canadian applicants should add
about 20% to the dues to cover present
currency exchange rates and postage,

thank you.
* % ¥
Continued on Page 15 . ..

COMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

Tuesday Nights — at
Bonnie Brook Country Club
Telegraph & 8 Mile Road

Feb.3/11 Boat Show
Mar. 9/18 OQOutdoorama
Mar. 25
Apr. 24

Jan. 30
Feb. 27
Mar. 27

CHAPTER SPRING SHOW
BOAT RAFFLE at Membership Meeting

RIVER TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Place/Opponent
AuSable River

Date
March 10

Contact

Detroit vs. Saginaw/AuSable

If you wish to participate in the River Fishing Committee, please contact:
T. Schneider (264-2818) — or — R. Lindberg (399-7418)
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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT!

What’s in a word .

The poor choice of a word in a caption for a photo accompanying Tom Opre’s report on D.R.LLF.T. 1l in the
Detroit Free Press on 10/31/78 resulted in some ““bad press” for the Detroit Area Chapter.

in order to set the record straight, here are: 1) the original letter to the Editor of the Free Press; 2) the letter
as printed in the Free Fress; and 3) Mr. Opre’s comments on the unfortunate incident.

1. The original letter

Editor,
Detroit Free Press
Dear Sir:

In the October 31, 1978, issue of the
Detroit Free Press, we noticed Mr. Opre's
story on D.R.L.F.T. Il (Detroit River Invi-
tational Fishing Tournament {1). The cap-
tion under the picture accompanying the
story stated, ‘‘Outdoor writers from
around the mid-west struck out in their
bid to land some of those elusive Coho's
in the Detroit River. Their week-end
guides managed to snag four”’,

This was a most unfortunate and
inaccurate choice of words. We are aware
the newspaper business uses synonyms to
“spice’’ up articles —to separate the Free
Press from the Detroit News, etc. How-
ever, accurate intent must remain the un-
derlying principal of reporting any event.

The word ‘‘snag’’ as it relates to the
Michigan Fishery specifically the saimon
/steelhead fishery, is well known in this
state, surrounding states, Canada, and as
far as the New England States. Snag is a
synonym for foul hooking, liberalized
hooking, ripping, zipping, reefing, etc.
and it means hooking a fish in other than
the inside of the mouth. The Detroit Area
Chapter of the Michigan Steelhead and
Salmon Fishermen’s Association has been
and remains against the concept of snag-
ging. | believe Mr. Opre is aware of our
position, and our reasons for being
against snagging, if not, a trip to Foote
Dam on the AuSable River in the height
of the snagging season will enlighten him.

One of our fundamental concepts of
the Steelheaders is to educate the public
that salmon can be “'fair caught” and not
snagged. We have labored long and hard
to this end. Mr. Opre’s poor choice of
words has associated us with snagging
and as a result of this we have suffered
much embarrassment. Therefore, we res-
pectfully request a retraction of the state-
ment and a clarification of our position
against snagging.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Lindberg, Secretary
For the Officers and Directors
Datroit Area Chapter M.S.S.F.A,

2. The letter as printed

THE VERB WAS FISHY

in the Oct. 31 issue of the Free Press,
we noticed Tom Opre’'s story on
D.R.LLF.T. Il (Detroit River Invitational
Fishing Tournament [1). The caption
under the picture accompanying the story
stated, *’Outdoor writers from around the
Midwest struck out in their bid to land
some of those exclusive (sic) Cohos in the
Detroit River. Their weekend guides
managed to snag four.”’

This was a most unfortunate and in-
accurate choice of words. We are aware
the newspaper business uses synonyms to
spice up articles. However, accurate in-
tent must remain the underlying prin-
ciple of reporting any event.

The word snag, as it relates to the
Michigan fishery, is well known in this
state. Snag is a synonym for foul hooking,
liberalized hooking, ripping, zipping, reef-
ing, etc., and it means hooking a fish
other than in the inside of the mouth.
The Detroit Area Chapter of the Michigan
Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation has been and remains against the
concept of snagging.

One of our fundamental concepts is
to educate the public that salmon can be
fair caught and not snagged. Mr, Opre’s
poor choice of words has associated us
with snagging and, as a result, we have
suffered much embarrassment.

ROBERT D. LINDBERG
Michigan Steelhead and Salmon
Fishermen's Association
Detroit Area Chapter

Oak Park

Letter as it appeared in the Free Press
on December 23, 1978

A
VveRBAL

———————

R. D. Lindberg

3. Mr. Opre’s reply

Mr. Robert D. Lindbery,

Secretary,

Mich. Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen's
Assoc.

23081 Oakcrest

Oak Park, M! 48237

Dear Mr. Lindberg:

Since your December 4 letter was ad-
dressed to our editorial department, it did
not prompt a personal answer from me.

! foolishly believed our editorial
people would consult me before running
your letter, That proved a mistake. It
has resulted in an unwanted embarrass-
ment to me, too.

As you may have guessed, | did not
write the cutline in question. And frankly,
| cannot help but think that had you
been a long-time Free Press reader (or
had even asked around among your own
members), you would have known
beyond any doubt that | consider snag-
ging in all its forms an anathema. My
record is clear, No writer in this state
has been more consistently outspoken
against any snagging of any gamefish
... anywhere,

The fact that inexpert, somewhat
flippant terminology occasionally creeps
into headlines or cutlines is something |
cannot deny. | have little control over it.
| can only repeat--in this case--1 did not
write the cutline. Had | you can be sure
the word “‘snag” would not have ap-
peared.

Since your letter has run without re-
buttal in our letters-to-the-editor column,
! am at least as compromised as MSSFA.
| would therefore humbly request you
read this letter at your next board and/or
membership meeting. The general public
may still perceive me incorrectly, thanks
to your letter and our own editorial
department, but at least the MSSFA
members will know the truth.

Sincerely,
Tom Opre
Outdoor Writer

ce: Ladd Neuman, Sports Editor
Nea! Shine, Managing Editor
Joe Stroud, Editor of the Editorial Page
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FIELD REPORTER'S JOURNAL

“ It was a rewarding season . ..”, says Lattimore

The spring of 1978 was absolutely the
longest delayed spring ! can remember.
Looking back now it sure seems to have
sped by quickly, not only spring but
summer and fall as well, By the end of
March | was so eager to start fishing again,
| could hardly cope with the new snow
falling and the sad reports of even the
southern harbors bﬁng icebound.

After listening to exciting stories of
earty brown trout fishing at Muskegon
last spring {‘77), | planned on an April
boat trolling trip to that port. The first
of April was out of the question, too
much ice was still flowing out of Mus-
kegon Lake. By the weekend of the 8th
the ice had cleared sufficiently, so we
packed up and headed for Muskegon.
Saturday morning in the harbor, it seem-
ed like winter was still with us. The har-
bor basin itself was clear of ice but the
breakwalls on either side were packed
with dingy ice. Despite the conditions,
the fishing was good for us. Two silvery
steethead and two nice browns, one a
10 pounder, were put on the stringer to
break the ice {almost literally). Troling
with the downriggers and outriggers 80
to 100 feet back with Rapalas running
down about 6 feet produced the best.

The next three weekends | spent at
my favorite river mouth near Traverse
City. The spring was slow coming there
too. By the 22nd of April the trout
were turning on and becoming active.
Two days, the 22nd and 23rd, were
good for limit catches of browns, steel-
head and lake trout. Casting from waist-
deep water and trolling in our 12 foot
tin boat using Little Cleos gave us plenty
of action.

On May 13th we hit the Cheboygan
River area of Lake Huron. The locals had
been cleaning up on lake trout in the 4
to 8 pound class. Most of the fishing was

oNemeNsNogoBoBoRcBONORNORORON
LINCOLN %.8821 JORDAN 4-6559

LION PRODUCTS. INC.

&

FORM TOOLS COUNTERBORES
CRANKSHAFT TOOLS SPECIAL CARBIDE TOOLS
COLD HEADING DIES
CARBIDE THROW-AWAYS

Minimum Order — $500

1810 E. NINE MILE RD.
HAZEL PARK, MICH. 48030

Bit.t. WICKA
{ PRES )

done between the two lighthouses which
stretch out about three miles from the
river entrance. The water depth is from
15 feet to 25 feet. Again using Cleos
and Krocodiles way back behind the boat
took trout. Blue and silver, and char-
treuse with gold were the best colors
for us. There was no thermocline at that
time. The surface temperature was
50°F, and our fish, all of which were
lake trout, came in the top 8 feet of
water.

Memorial Day weekend, my wife

Laurie and | broke tradition by not going
to South Haven. Instead we took a shot
at Sleeping Bear Bay for lake trout.

Yoyos e’

Pl .r"u 5
TWO MAN
in late August.

The fishing pressure was light but the
trout were very finicky. In the morning
we took five lakers on Manistees and
Andy Reekers, anywhere from the sur-
face down to 30 feet. At 9 a.m. we were
catching fish about 200 feet from the
beach. In the afternoon we had to go to
attractors and move out over a mile 10
get action.

Early July was the next fishing trip.
Mullet Lake had aroused my curiosity
last summer (‘77). On the 4th of July
weekend some deep water trolling pro-
duced a number of nice lake trout with
most of the action coming from water
over 100 feet deep, running the lures
clean and with attractors 5 to 10 feet off
the bottom in 46° to 48°F. water. |
caught fish in Mullet Lake on nearly
every lure and every color but ychows
and greens were constant fish takers.

A new area for me this year was Port
Austin, which | fished in late July and
early August, the primary target again
being lake trout. A 4-mife run from the
harbor put us over 65 feet of water.
The first time out there the thermocline
for lakers was down between 45 and 55
feet. This made the fishing a little easier
than the bottom-bumping method that
usually is said to produce fish in this aiea.
Attractors are widely used here and even
brown trout are commonly taken using
them. My success was about the same
using lures with attractors compared to
those run clean. A white Loco fished
clean was a regular for us. And a small
green Tadpolly behind a lake troll or
schoolie was also productive. The fish

Continued on Page 15 . . .

TACKLELAND

NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS

® One-Stop Shopping For Your Fishing Tackle Needs o

WHEN IN DETROIT
FIND OUT WHAT
SAVING REALLY
MEANS. NO ONE

CAN BEAT OUR
EVERYDAY LOW-LOW
DISCOUNT PRICES.

18800 Dix - Toledo
Melvindale, M| 48122

(313) 383-3244

WORLD’S FINEST SELECTION
OF FISHING TACKLE.

HOURS
9-8 MON — SAT
SUNDAY
“GONE FISHING”

39124 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, Ml 48078

(313) 268-7350

WEST SIDE

EAST SIDE
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Skipper of Year
says thanks,
tells how he did it

Continued from Page One . . .

Larry assisted me while | attempted to
land this fish, and in a short while, we
put a nice 8 |b. brown in the box.

After 15 years of fishing on Lake St.
Clair, | was overwhelmed by this kind of
action. And already being in the market
for a new boat, my experience only
speeded matters up.

In the spring of 1976, my boat only
had two downriggers, four poles and a
handful of lures. As time went on, more
downriggers, rods and reels, tackle, graph,
radio, etc., etc., etc. were added | Through-
out that 1976 season, every time out was
a new experience —different ports, dif-
ferent people and more fish each trip.

After fishing a couple of Steelheader
tournaments with Larry on the “Cobra’’,
| felt confident enough to enter a tour-
nament, Oscoda, with my own boat. That
tournament was a real thrill with the big
kings, and to my surprise, a third pilace
trophy.

The winter of 1977 brought more and
more knowledge and equipment pur-
chases, and the 1977 fishing season
brought me more and more fishing bud-
dies and trophies in five out of seven
tournaments.

| feit 1978 was to be a better season
yet. This time 1 really felt like | knew
what | was doing and had all the proper
equipment to do so. The tournament sea-
son started with the St. Clair River {6th
place) and went on to South Haven (2nd
place), Port Austin {6th place), Pentwater
(7th place), Frankfort (1st place), Oscoda
(2nd place) and Manistee (bth place).
With a lot of very good crew members
helping me to succeed, | was able to place
in eight out of eight tournaments and
capture the Skipper of the Year award.
My sincere thanks to all!

For the last two vyears | have kept a
log book, recording information to help
increase my catch. | have been keeping
track of location of catches, winds, seas,
water clarity, barometric pressure, visibil-

Mc Caffrey urges member participation
During the Holiday Season everyone thinks of giving, so while on
this subject let’s think of giving a little time and effort to our club.
With the BOAT SHOW, the OUTDOORAMA and our own DETROIT
AREA CHAPTER SPRING SHOW coming up in the very near future,
many volunteers will be needed to man the various booths as well as the

BOAT RAFFLE at these events.

So let’s start the New Year right by stepping forward when the call for
help is sounded. The only requirement is being able to spend a little time
at one of these events. The reward is the self-satisfaction of knowing you
did your part to make our club’s endeavors successful ones.

Having worked at all of these events in the past, | know that you can
have a lot of fun as well as meet a lot of new people while helping out the
Detroit Area Chapter of the MSSFA.

! would also like to thank all the members who helped elect me as a
director of our club and to wish everyone a Happy New Year and lots of

“Fish On’’ in the coming year.

— Terry McCaffrey

ity, general weather conditions, and most
important, water temperatures. | also
register each fish, listing weight, time of
catch, set depth, distance back, water
depth, and the kind and color of lure.
At the end of each vyear, | evaluate all
this information and try to find the best
combinations for various conditions.
Some members may say
there is too much compe-
tition for them to have a
chance in tournaments. Or
others think that their
boat is too small for tour-
naments. Not so — we all |
have to learn and the only
way is to go out and parti- *
cipate in Chapter research
trips and boat tourna-
ments. Next year YOU
could be Skipper of the .
Year! :
| have had a lot of fun
participating in Steelhead-
er functions and serving as
fund-raising director, and |
hope to continue serving
you in 1979, Good fishing
and thanks, Steelheaders!

— Jerry Lee

NEW U.S. RECORD
57% LB. LAKE TROUT
CAUGHT ON A

NO. 4 CHARGER

N

iR

LAKE PRODUCTS CO.
P.O. Box 116
Utica, M1 48087

Jerry Lee’s totals and some other stats
for the 1978 season, taken from his log:
Total fish —226
Total weight — 1,785 |bs.
Average fish /hour — 1.288
Average weight/fish —7.988 Ibs.
Total hours fished — 184
Jerry finds that this and the other infor-
mation he records is very helpful to him.

=

STARCRAFT
BOATS

JOHNSON
MOTORS

E-Z LOADER

TRAILERS

23520 WOODWARD 3
FERNDALE A
% 542-4851

10% Off 10 ail Steetheaders
==
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If you
lob, bob,
slam, jog, ©
troll, jig,
or just
cast flies. -
We've got
the things
you need
to do it all.

i

-
101 H
8

Let JCPenney be your headquarters
for all your sporting needs

e NORTHLAND CENTER ® EASTLAND CENTER * SOUTHLAND ¢ WESTLAND
Greenfield & Hwy. 102 18000 E. Eight Mile Road Eureka/Pardee Rd. Warren/Wayne Rd.
® LAKESIDE ¢ FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER ¢ TWELVE OAKS MALL

M-59/Schoenherr Mich. Ave, & Hubbard Novi, Mich.
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50,000 to 100,000 LAKE TROUT PLANTED ANNUALLY

Greenbush is hot spot for early laker action

Between those two well-known ‘ripper’s reefs’ (Oscoda and
Harrisville) is a sleepy little place called Greenbush. Aside from
the fact that on Friday nights you can put away a mountain of
steamed shrimp at its Timberlake Inn (all you can eatl), most
fishermen hardly notice this wide spot in the road.

If you're among that group, | suggest you dig out your map
and mark it with a big red 'X’. Each year for the past six years

the DNR has planted between 50,000 and 100,000 lake trout in

Greenbush, right on the
shore of Lake Huron.

Three vyears ago, the
clattering of the phone dis-
turbed another evening of
tube time. Upon answer- .
ing | immediately recog-
nized the voice of Al Paw-
loski. Al, a member of the
Detroit Area Chapter, and
his wife Sharon own Peb-
ble Beach Resort which is
located in Greenbush. His
call was to inquire as to
what | thought those fish
were which he had seen
jumping in front of his
home the previous day.

Since | knew that two
years before, a plant of
75,000 lakers had been
made a mile south of his
place, | naturally replied
that it must be the fish
from that planting. Al said he suspected the same thing, but was
looking for reassurance. He said something about not wanting his
neighbors to call the ""whitecoats” if he put his boat in and start-
ed trolling in late March! After much conversation concerning
which lures might catch these fish, it was decided that | should
put together a selection | thought would do the job.

The following Monday, a very excited Al called to tell me
that yes indeed they were lakers, and were they fun to catch! It
seems that over the weekend he and some of his brood had
landed a total of 18 fish. They were all in the 4-61b. class, and
“‘tasted good too”’, he said. Further conversation revealed that in
addition to those fish put in the box, many fish were lost using
the 9’ Olympic rod and 41b. test line. After another session with
Al at Acme’s lure display, and a repeat performance on the
Monday night phone call, | thought it time to do a little research
of my own.

Friday morning found my Dad, Bill, and my brother Bill,
Jr., loaded down with the usual array of rods, reels, etc., pulling
a 16’ Sea Nymph up 1-75. Having made all of the usual stops;
beer store, rest area, coffee shop — we arrived in Greenbush just
in time to help Al, his brother Dick, and uncle John beach their
12’ boat.

FISH
THE RIVER

WITH THE KING Starting Dec. 1
ST.JOE Place Your
RIVER  “EMIL DEAN” CharterNow! 516-362:3760

616-471-5005
MaURsN N A vw s e dvAlanaA { .

BILL NESBITT (Tom’s Dad), Scott Gibson and Tom Nesbitt display lakers.

With handshakes and introductions soon attended to, a strin-
ger was pried out of the tangle of 'fishin’ junk’ in the little 12
footer. Flipping and flopping on the stringer were several fat
lakers they had brought to net in the past two hours. As usual,
“you should have seen the one that got away’’ was heard a num-
ber of times, and | gathered from what was said that a number of
fish had gained their freedom by breaking the 41b. test line.

Wellil — that’s atl |t took to get me going, now | had seen

3~ : > = those fish with my own

eyes! Hurry UP! Let’s get
. going before the wind gets
any worse! After what
seemed like three days, |
was finally on the lake
dragging a line and waiting
to shout “fish on’" to all
those within twenty miles,
give or take a mile. As is
usually the case, the first

thing | heard was Dad
holler, "stop the boat, |'ve
got a snag.” That was

going to be hard to do
because he was driving the
10 h.p., but when he had
finally gotten it into neu-
tral, he changed his mind
about the snag. “It's a
fisht"" After giving a good
account of himself against
the light rod and 41ib. test
line, the net Ilifted a
silver-grey laker of about 5lbs. The next couple of hours saw
many snags turn into head-shaking lakers that often found
themselves pulling a length of mono and a shiny thing across the
sand and one or more fishermen saying “Aw Shucks!”" {If you
believe that can | interest you in some used lures?).

Early Sunday morning when the time arrived to load the gear
Continued on Page 14 . . .

AL PAWLOSKI, JR. (left) and Tim Pawloski with “friend".
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TRACKING THE TROLLING TOURNEYS

Boat trolling odyssey

When the skipper, John Makela, suggested last spring that maybe | should keep
some records of our trips | didn't know what he had in mind. But being somewhat
involved in the newsletter, I’'m not surprised now that he has asked for some reflec-
tions for the Fishin’ Tales 1979 Annual.

Last winter when John asked me to be first mate on the “’Sisu’’ during the trolling
season, we determined that a lot of different Chapter members were going to fish with
us in 1978 But fnrst we had to walt for the thaw to prep the boat. The work was to
begin in early April when weather permitted
and an early May launching was anticipated.
Well, his idea of prepping was telling me
what to do while he took ten days for a
trolling trip off Cape Hatteras with Bob
Kring. The subsequent slow-down moved
our launch date to a later date.

We finally dumped in at South Haven
for the long Memorial Day weekend and
Chapter tournament. | caught my first
decent king on this trip — the best day was
the 30th with 19 fish, mostly lakers and
kings. On tournament day we were joined by
&= Gary Gray and his folks and 9 fish were

" boated — including two steelhead nearly 11
Ibs. apiece. For the weekend a total of 38
fish were caught by seven different chapter
members. Best lure: blue No.3 J-Plug
behind a chrome No. 1 Dodger. Wow, |
thought, what a fantastic June we're going
to have. Ha! Makela took off to Hatteras
again, marlin fishing in the Stream for two
weeks. He finally got back and he was gone
another week with Kring — this time at
Holland for a state tournament. | began to
wonder what the hell he needs a first mate
S for, anyway.

~, e The next trip | have notes on was over
. . the 4th of July weekend including a chapter

DAVE GEISTLER HOLDING his first king — tournament at Frankfort. The contest lasted
a 19 pounder taken at South Haven, three hours before weather stopped it so
we headed south to Manistee. The skies cleared so Dave Culpepper and Tom Warrow
boogied straight out with us where we fooled around a few hours without a strike.
A pack of boats to the north were having the same luck. We wanted to go south but
couldn’t talk anyone else into joining us because of the bumpy seas. Our choices were
going dockside or heading south. We ran south to Gurney Creek and set down at 90
feet, had three fish in 20 minutes (suddenly we were no longer alone!) and boated 12 in
three hours. Best lures: blue prism on chrome Locos; No.1 Dodger with No, 3 J-Plug.

On July 15 and 16, Jim Mason and Dave Culpepper joined us at Manistee again.
The twelve fish taken were kings except for one laker and a steelhead. Locos worked
fér us: silver prism on blue and blue prism on chrome. A couple of kings were caught
on the No.1 Dodger — blue plug combo. A couple of things | learned on the SISU
were: 1) don't fish in a pack of boats unless many fish are being caught; and 2) John,
whether he’s running four lines or eight lines, always has at least one set up with a
No.1 Dodger. While the Dodger line wasn’t always successful, we satisfied ourselves
that more fish were caught on other lines while running it.

The next weekend found us in Pentwater, a new port for the "“Sisu’”’. We didn't
get into them too well — only nine fish, but 6 were large kings. Ole Thorsrud was
home on vacation, and he and Roger Evans were with us. The three lures that took
tish were a No.4 Thin Doctor, No. 4 blue J-Plugs and a chrome Loco with blue prism.
The trip was a success, however, because we had a chance to scope out a new area
and because excitable Roger was with us.

A Chapter tournament was scheduled for the following weekend at Pentwater.

S
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CHAPTER MEMBER Russ Dubois with some of the 15
kings taken August 12 and 13 at Pentwater.
John allowed as how rotten the weather would be on
Saturday because of the contest, so he left early to try
it on Friday. Andy Anderson and his son Ron accom-
panied me up there Friday night. | still can hardly
believe what | found when we got there. First, the boat
wasn’t in the water, there was no gas in it and John was
at the hospital (he should have spent the night there),
It turned out that the weather broke beautifully Friday
morning, so he and Don Wainio joined Bob Kring, Jim
Beam and mate Rick Orban on the “Drifter”’. Though
the fish weren’t co-operating, John was the bar’iender
and supplies were bountiful. Toward late afternoon the
wind picked up, it got a little bumpy and the fish
started to hit. Four for eight made it into the box be-
fore the bartender, chopping away at a chunk of ice,
proceeded to fillet his hand, starting with his thumb.
Well, John wasn’t feeling any pain, but it was a nasty
gash and ““a couple of Valium should keep things
serene’’. It was quite a haul back dockside but the
patient’s trip was shortened by a couple of doses of
Kring’s 90-proof pain killer. John, weakened and
feeling faint (from the wound no doubt), staggered off
to seek medical attention. Everybody dockside was
helpful and duly sympathetic. Ray Johnson on the
“Bubba " immediately diagnosed the problem and
prescribed his favorite medicine, scotch on the rocks.
John blanched when he saw the ice but figured the
potion would wash down a couple of Valium on the
way to the hospital — “just to stay. serene”’.

When Andy, Ron and | arrived at the boat we found
John being helped aboard. It's difficult to describe the
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Sisu” first mate’s log

scene except to say, ‘weird’. His eyes
were glazed, speech incoherent, arms and
legs uncontrolled, he was moaning,
couldn’t sleep and had a huge bandage on
his hand. | heard stories of what had
happened but waited until morning when
John said he had cut his thumb, had some
stitches, but complications arose when he
got a shot for blood poisoning. He said he
can‘t take “‘fancy hospital medicine —
makes me sick”’.

The tournament was postponed to

Sunday because of gale winds — allowing
some there ample rest and recuperation.
Overnight, calm was restored and we had
a great day and a successful contest.
The “Sisu’’ only caught four kings and a
laker, but Andy had a king on that made
us all drool. We were dragging a No.4
blue J-Plug 45 feet back, 15 feet down,
when all hell broke loose. That chinook
hit so hard and fast he was out of the
water before the reel screamed and turn-
ed the rod holder every which way but

NEW MEMBER Bentley Blackmer and his
first — a dandy 281b. king!

loose. He'd take off like a raped ape, then
break water, up 3-4 feet in the air —six
or seven times — before “ptooey’’ he spit
it out. An admirable fish. We caught his
brother a little while later.

Pentwater proved to be a good port
for us so we stayed there for another two
weekends. Chapter member Jim Mol-
lard (Milford) brought along Bentley
Blackmer {Ohio) on August 5 and 6.
Bentley was nearly bent out of shape
after he landed the ‘*Sisu’s” largest king,
a 28 pounder, on a chrome J-Plug.

The next weekend was a dandy.
The most hyper fisherman ever (he
doesn’t even sleep on our trips), Roger
Evans, just about went spastic taking
turns with Russ Dubois boating 15 of
the prettiest and biggest kings — all taken
on No.5 blue J-Plugs.

The only reason we left Pentwater was
another Chapter tournament — this one
at Ludington, August 19 and 20. Of
course rotten weather postponed it until
Sunday. While working on tackle and
equipment Saturday the winds subsided
enough to get on the lake after 4 p.m.
The ole ""Sisu’ was beat to death in the
next three and a half hours, boating 10
of 20 kings we had on. Dick Stehle and
Andy Anderson joined us for that week-
end. Sunday dawned a decent day and
our tournament catch was 7 fish. Best
lures for the two days were brown
No.3 J-Plugs and the Dodger/J-Piug
combination.

Fishing slowed somewhat at the next
port, Manistee, August 26-27. We had
Dick Stehle again, his dad and nephew
out in some pretty bad weather. Had
conditions been better we'd have been
able to stay over the fish. As it was, we
were looking more than catching and
only put 7 kings in the box, all over 20
Ibs. for the few hours we were out.
Chrome Dodgers coupled with J-Plugs
and flies worked the best.

The next couple of weeks were spent
at Oscoda. Very little happened except to
reinforce our resolve to stay away per-
manently. Four days of fishing yielded
five salmon. Oscoda used to rank as a
home port for the "'Sisu’ because back in
'74, 75 and ‘76 the chinook fishery was
fantastic. ‘77 and ‘78 were complete
washouts. No fish, and the future looks
bleak.

So it was back to Manistee for the rest
of September and October. The Chapter
tournament was on September 23rd,

when we caught 10 coho on Dodgers and
flies. George DeMello and Russ Dubois
were along for the action and plenty
came the next day. We goofed around
straight off the pierheads Sunday morn-
ing and couldn’t buy a fish. The water
was quite lumpy and seven fish were on,
but seven got off. About 1 o’clock, most
chapter boats were gone when we picked
up and tacked south for over an hour.
We no sooner set down over 120 ft. of
water off the second sand dune when,
behold, the lake flattened out.

For the first time that day we were
able to take a temperature. The thermo-
cline was between 125-130 ft. deep.
A Dodger/fly caught the first coho, a
14 pounder at 127 feet. Within moments
John dropped 4 yellow Dodgers trailing 4
purple flies and 2 purple J-Plugs on the
stacking releases. All heil broke loose.
The TV graph started picturing a tight
concentration of fish. Every time we
went through them — doubles and triples.
Toward evening we had our limit, 19
coho, ali 12-16 pounds, and a 20 pound
king. Those crazy coho went bananas
when hooked. They had 125 feet to free
themselves and much tackle (terminal,

g e
GEORGE DEMELLO shows off some of the
limit catch of salmon boated at Manistee.
Dodgers and flies) was lost to their antics
that day.

The rest of our trips to Manistee were
also fruitful, when we got out. Some sal-
mon were concentrated around the pier-
heads, but so were the boats, Manistee
Lake harbored thousands of fish but they

Continued on Page 12 . . .
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St. Joseph River is rugged in December

Bob called Thursday afternoon, “Hey
Dave, |'ve got some problems with the
river boat, do you have a 1-5/8" sock-
et?”” Bob and | were to leave Thursday
night to fish the St. Joe a day earlier than
the scheduled Saturday tournament. Well,
after attempts to pull start the engine
with a rope and to find a socket were in
vain, we left on the resolution that we
would heat up the outdrive in the morn-
ing. We finally left my house at 9:00 p.m.
By 2:00 a.m., Friday morning, we arrived
at the campground.

The next morning (9:00 a.m.) there
were four inches of snow all over every-
thing and it was still coming down. While
| cleaned up from breakfast, Bob de-iced
the outdrive. As | finished | heard the
roar of a motor out of water. The heater
had worked. Now to get the boat into the
river, most of all to get some fresh
steelhead for supper.

Launching the boat proved next to
impossible. We backed the boat down the
ramp halfway and then, afraid we might
not get the motorhome back up the ramp,
we disconnected the boat (this is where
the fun begins!). As we started down the
ramp with the boat trailer in hand, the
weight of the boat got the better of us. In
one swift movement, Bob, the boat and
trailer and | were in water up to our
knees. We had all we could do to hold the
trailer from going still further. Bob
quickly disconnected the boat, releasing
the strain on the trailer. | was laughing
so hard | had all | could do to stand up.
After retrieving the trailer and parking
the motorhome we scrambled into some

dry clothing. Then into the boat for some
action on the river,

As | pushed off, Bob was cranking the
engine. Two hundred yards down the
river and the engine still not fired up, so
the anchor was dropped. The problem
was traced to the fuel filter cup. It was
full of ice!

Finally the engine started and we
started upriver, heading for the power
line. But there proved to be other prob-
lems. We kept blowing ignition fuses.
After 45 minutes of replacing fuses and
trying to trace the problem | wired the
ignition past the fuse.

BERKLEY COMMUNICATIONS

2998 11 Mile » Berkley, MI 48072 « (313) 398-1359

MARINE RADIO
$279.95

\ \\\*_ =

SHAKESPEARE
Marine C.B.
Antennas

from $24.95

PACE 145 C.B.
w/weather band
$79.95

n

DLAND

« TE SIrAATICIRI M,

Full Stock

of COBRA,
S.B.E. and
other name
brands available

HOURS
10-7 Mon-Fri
9.6 Sat.
12-6 Sun.

Compact 12-Channel
Model 13-516

INSTALLATION, PARTS & SERVICE AVAILABLE

DAVE GEI‘STLER POSES with a nice 81b. steelhead taken on the St. Joseph River.

!'»-/ =

At 11:15 we found the hole Bob
wanted to fish and finally started fishing.
Bob was describing some of the aspects of
this type of fishing since | had never
fished like this before and | felt a hit,
“FISH-ON" | yelled. Well, it turned out
to be a fine 8 Ib. steelhead. Soaking wet
from the rain-like snow, we decided to
head back to the motorhome for some
lunch and dry clothes. The trip back
downriver proved no easy task. Bob
found that if the engine got over 2000
RPM’s the clutch would disengage, letting
the engine race wildly. Consequently we
crawled back just faster than the current.
The afternoon of fishing surprisingly
went by without incident, except for
rumors that the Saturday tournament was
cancelled. This didn't bother us, as we
knew the Detroit area St. Joe river expert
would show without fail (How about
that, Gary?). We didn’t catch any fish
that afternoon, but we did find out
Bob's capacity for brew.

Saturday morning came earlier than
expected, and with breakfast and all,
we got a late start. As we rushed to the
river, it looked like someone had corked
the dam almost to a complete hold.
The water was down from the night
before 18-24 inches. This glaring fact
proved menacing later in the morning.

We decided to try our luck up by the
power line again. Navigation was next
to impossible. There was a cold wind,
it was snowing and reefs were shallower

Continued on Next Page . . .
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SUCCESS HARD TO COME BY ON
THE ST. JOE

than the day before. As a result, we hung
up a few times getting to the power line.

Unfortunately for us, the fish didn't
like the baits we were offering. So after
two hours of changing holes near the
power line, we decided to motor down
stream. We wanted to try and find some-
one else from the Detroit area.

Our search went in vain. After not
finding any Detroit steelheaders and
being hung up on bottom for the twen-
tieth time, | decided it was time to do
some fishing. As we motored past a small
island, there was one of those fancy
stay-warm jet river boats on the other
side of the island. | toid Bob, “'Let’s
try here!” So we turned around, drop-
ped anchor, and started our baits a-
workin’. | had just mentioned that it
didn't look like the charter was doing
much and bam, Bob said, "’Fish-on”. Not
five minutes after we pulled in. It was a
61b. steelhead, the only fish caught by
Detroit in the tournament. After an hour
or so we decided we should start back up-
river, fishing the holes as we went, and
watching how the charter boats navi-
gated the river. We didn‘t catch any more
fish and we made it back to the camp-
ground in one piece. Gary was waiting
for us and by our calculations, there were
only 4 boats and 1 group of bank fisher-
men who made the trip to challenge the
St. Joe steelheaders.

After weighing in the fish, we headed
home from an experience | will probably
never forget. — Dave Geistler

Trock wWoo

o > '3 i
- ! =L - -
BOB KRING upheid the Detroit Chapter
honor with this 61b. steelhead. . .

Fin clips used for 1978 coho salmon planting in
Lake Michigan

//’_\/\ AD

Ly

{Compiled by DNR aide Tom Hamilton)

LM :
LP
RP
RV

Indiana (120,000)
Hiinois (200,000)
Wisconsin  (500,000)
Michigan:

St. Joseph River

Black River (100,000)

Grand River

Muskegon River  (150,000)

Sable River

Lt. Manistee R.  (300,000)

Portage Lake (100,000)

Platte River

adipose, right pelvic *
adipose, left pectoral

adipose, left pelvic **

(200,000} left pectoral
(150,000} right pectoral

(200,000) adipose

150,000 (OMP diet) --right pelvic, left maxillary

150,000 (OMP + double vitamin) --left pelvic

left maxiltlary

150,000 (dry diet) --left pelvic, right maxillary
150,000 (dry diet + double vitamin) --right pelvic

Brewery Creek

Thompson Creek

Cedar River { 50,000)

*  Use RV and LV notation for
right pelvic and left pelvic.

**  For a University of Wiscon-
sin study, 50,000 fish dosed
with morphaline will also have
a left maxitlary clip;

100,000 fish dosed with rose
oil will have an additional
right maxillary clip.

***  Alaskan strain.

right maxillary

(100,000) adipose, right pectoral
(100,000) both pelvics ***

MIKE OOSTMEYER
Res: 313/399-3581

Woods & Waters

o 10% over cost to all MSSFA members ®

1551 East Pierson Rd.
Flushing, Mich. 48433
313/659-6380
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RAISIN NUT BREAD

This recipe seems to be a favorite of Fisherpersons and /or Cookie Monsters who enjoy
a sunrise snack at the riverbank. Since the bread is baked in cans (the 1lb. size from
fruits or vegetables) it's small enough to fit into the pocket of a fishing vest, but large
enough to share with your fishing buddy (unless your fishing buddy is also a **Cookie
Monster’’). For the cook, after-baking-clean-up is easy, as the baking ‘‘cans’’ can be
thrown away. It's a great “‘bake-ahead” recipe since the loaves can be individually
wrapped and frozen (if they last that long!). You’'ll need about 6 cans per recipe.

COOK’S
CORNER

3 cups flour

3 teaspoons baking powdér
1 cup sugar

1 teaspoon cinnamon

1 teaspoon salt

1 beaten egg

1% cups milk

1 cup chopped nuts

1 cup raisins

2 teaspoons melted shortening or vegetable oil

Sift dry ingredients together. Mix milk and egg and add to dry ingredients.
Add nuts and raisins. Grease baking “cans’ with shortening. Pour in
batter “til cans are only HALF-FULL. Let stand % hour. Bake at 325°
for 1% hours.

s
SALMON PARTY LOG q

2 cups salmon (canned or smoked)

1 80z. package cream cheese, softened
1 tablespoon lemon juice

2 teaspoons grated onion

1 teaspoon prepared horseradish

% teaspoon salt

% teaspoon liguid smoke

¥ cup chopped pecans

3 tablespoons snipped parsley

Drain and flake salmon, removing

skin and bones. Combine salmon with
next 6 ingredients; mix thoroughly.
Shape salmon mixture in 8 x 2-inch
log. Chill several hours. Before serving,
roll in nut/parsley mixture. Serve
with crackers and /or cocktail Rye
bread slices.

NOTE: If using smoked salmon, omit
liquid smoke and add addi-
tional cream cheese for a
creamier texture.

— Chris {Baby Chrissie) Lindberg

ATTENTION LADIES!!

If you have any Recipes that you have tried and enjoyed,
why not share them with others in the club?

Just send them to
GCARY GRAY, 6315 Archdale, Detroit, MI 48228

for inclusion in upcoming FISHIN’ TALES.

New Board members elected at Annval meeting

A 9_ --5"‘_-: 3
SOME OF THE NEWLY ELECTED members of the Board of Directors gathered at

the Christmas meeting for this photo. From left: Jim Boyer, Bob Kring, Terry McCaf-
frey, Tom Nesbitt, Tom Fleming, Steve Hamilton and Jerry Lee.

Trolling odyssey
. .. Continued from Page 9

were black and hard to coax into hitting.
So we took our licks and fished out in
the big lake. We boated over 50 steelhead
during those last few weeks, mostly in
365-120 feet of water. Ninety percent of
them were caught on yeliow No.0 Dod-
gers and purple or black Kent flies.
The best weekend was October 14-15: 16
steethead, 10-14 Ibs., and three 12 Ib.
bright kings.

Throughout the summer and fall
John was adamant in fishing ""tempera-
ture’’. We'd view fish in the top 35 ft. of
water and we would try. But the majority
of lines would be down in the thermo-
cline — no matter how deep it was —
and it was there that most of the fish
would be caught. The best lure, all year,
was the No.1 chrome Dodger followed
19-21 inches by a No.3 bright blue
J-Plug. The larger fish forced us to use
401b. test leader after losing three plugs
in a row when Pentwater kings chewed
through our 25Ib. test. Most of the time
the rig is run less than ten feet from the
trolling weight and it's always the deepest.

1979 should be every bit as good as
last year. The "’Sisu’’ season will start in
May at South Haven, moving north to
Pentwater and Manistee later on. Look
us up.

— Dave Geistler
with John Makela
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“Second best” delivers first-class action

| know that settling for second best
is not the accepted Steelheader method
of doing anything, whether it is a contest
for money, trophies or merely sitting
in a tavern telling stories about big fish
that got away. This spring | caught some
pike that many people consider a second
class citizen of the water but it was an
occasion worth sharing with the readers
of Fishin’ Tales.

After waiting all winter for some de-
cent weather, five guys and | made the
long anticipated run up to the Au Sable
River for a try at some spring-run steel-
head. Driving up there on M-65 with the
sun just coming through the pine trees to
the East and showing off the Au Sable
River valley to the West is enough to
make a guy very emotional, also combi-
ned at that very instant with my friend
John saying in a low voice that his new
fishing vest was at home decorating a
kitchen chair. Well nobody is perfect,
besides we had enough equipment and
tackie for ten people.

Despite all our efforts and know-
ledge of using light lines and long poles,
we had no success on Saturday. That
evening, as we sat around and enjoyed
happy hour, two of the guys went explor-
ing for some place close to Glynne that
might have some good fishing. When they
returned with a report of some people
catching pike near the dam just west of
M-65 on the Au Sable River, we made
plans to fish there Sunday morning.

The next morning we stopped at one
of the local bait shops and bought some
minnows, bobbers and Alka Seltzer,

then proceeded on up to the dam. There
were about twenty-five people there
fishing, as we rigged up and started to
put our lines to work. | started out with
two pound test on a Shakespeare 1810
and my favorite 9’ pole, also a Shakes-
peare. The set-up | used was a No.12
treble hook with a medium size spilt
shot crimped on about 8" up the line,

" then a Carlisle bobber 3 feet from the

hook. After hooking the minnow just
under the skin in the middle of the back
and making a nice gentle cast into the still
water, | had to wait about five seconds
until the boobber started to move to my
right and make a slow dive. My first
thoughts were that someone had crossed
my line, but when | raised the rod tip and
felt a fish on, | knew that we had made
the right decision. The fight lasted about
three minutes before Mr. Pike was ready
to be netted. The net question was
answered by a shrug of the shoulders and
a low voice saying that the net was at
home! Sound familiar — strike two on
you know who. The only thing left was
to beach the fish because | couldn’t lift it
over the concrete wall with a two pound
test line. In doing this | had to ask six
people to move and let me under their
lines, and boy, is that ever fun!

Since the pike season was not open at
that time, the hook was carefully remo-
ved and the fish returned to the water
with no harm done. The next five fish |
landed by borrowing a net from a young
couple that had two lines set out but
didn’t really seem to need their net.
Finally they left and so did their net, so

(313) 355-5526
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SANTA BRINGS A STEELHEAD!

W 5

Scott Kanas received an early
Christmas present on 12/17/78.
Fishing with his dad and Ed Yan-
koski on the Au Sable River, Scott
took this fine 10% pound steelhead.

They were in the lower part of
the river when Scott took his prize
on the second drift. His bait was
the ever-popular Wobble Glo, in
chartreuse with red dot.

Scott's dad, Bob ‘“The Skipper
King’’, looked on for pointers on
drift bait fishing on the “Big A”".

at that time | switched to a 8 pound test
line so | could lift the fish over the wall.
This was a real field day for the six
of us, to catch a lot of fish and have a
nice crowd of people watching those
long rods constantly in action. As we got
to the last of the bait we put on the final
act by landing four fish at the same
time while standing next to each other.
As we puiled onto the highway heading
for Detroit, | couldn’t help wondering
if anybody else on the river that day had
as much fun and laughs as the six of us
jid. After catching and releasing nearly
eighty pike, even if they are second best,

res. ;
who ca — Jim Turner

YOUR TRI-COUNTY

DEALER

-

FEATURING
Center Console
and Cuddy Cabin
Boats in 17, 19-6,
22, and 24-6 feet.

MARVIN
MARINE
INC.

26838 Five Mils Road
Dstroit, Michigen 48239

KE 7-5955
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“This early fishery Is at its best in late March. . .’

... Continued from Page 7
and start the home trek, the Colieman was

packed with fillets that told the story of a
very successful day and a half.

Since that first research trip, many
enjoyable weekends have been spent
trying to put together all the techniques
that spelled success at one time or ano-
ther, so that a plan of attack could be
put forth for any given weekend.

BLE BLHU
REAS0R

Frank Fleming and Tom Nesbitt

This early fishery is at its best in late
March or early April, shortly after ice
out. If you wait too long, for the weather
to warm up slightly, the smelt move into
the shallows and the fishing can be very
spotty. Traditionally, all the fishing
is done in six to fifteen feet of water,
and we have found that ‘S patterns over
the /nner sandbar usually puts fish in the
box. Over the years we have tried many
different lures with varying degrees of
success, but we always come back to our
‘magic’ lure, the one on which we caught
our first laker.

This past spring a trip with Bruce Gib-
son and his seven-year-old, Scott, saw
great action on the silver Rapala. Scott
is still trying to explain why the boat
did a 360° when four rods indicated
“fish on”. (That trip is a story in itself
and I'll fet Scott tell it himself at a later
date.)

AM

Among the best producers are a host
of familiar names: Cleos, Tiny Tads,
Andy Reekers, and even a flutter spoon
or two. Last spring most of the fish were
between 6-8 Ibs., or just double that of
the previous year. I'm anxious to see if
they double again ... WOW!

This is an underfished fishery that is
just made to order for those who have
boats which can be launched from the
beach because the closest ramp is six
miles away. | have never seen more than
four or five boats on the two mile stretch
of shore that we fish. The bottom is solid
sand except for one five yard patch of
weeds, which means you seldom have a
snagged lure. Last spring | took my larger
boat, “Tom Foolery” up, and while it
was more comfortable fishing, the prob-
lems connected with operating it so close
to shore and in shallow water, made it
not worth the effort.

If you plan on joining us this spring,
| suggest you bring your longies and run
those lines 100" or more behind the boat.
Downriggers help space and hold lines
but are not at all necessary. | plan on
making use of planer boards and ‘magic’
this coming spring. If you need a cottage
or simply a space for your camper, talk
to Al as he is usually able to accomodate.

GOOD FiSHIN'H

— Tom Nesbitt

Matt Pawloski, age 14, with a fine laker.

Livonia Mall 7 Mile & Middlebelt
x Open Daily 10-9, Sun. 12.5 (478 -8810)

Birmingham ® 855 S, Hunter Blvd,
Open Daily 10-9, Sat, 9-9 (642 -4700)

agg Macomb Mall e Gratiot at 13% Mile
SPOR“NG Open Daily 10-9, Sun. 12-5 (2969700}

GOODS

Campus Corners ® Livernois & Walton
Open Daily 10-9, Sun.12-5 (652-6171)

!

Scott Gibson, age 7, with his first fish.

CUSTOM
ROD BUILDING
SUPPLIES

at DISCOUNT prices

-

Rods custom built
to your specifications

-

Blanks for all types of rods
5’ to 13’

FENWICK * LAMINAGLAS
BROWNING * SHAKESPEARE

IMPORTED BAMBOO BLANKS

Rod Building Supplies
by

VARMAC ¢ FEATHERWEIGHT
AETNA ¢ FUJI ¢ GUDEBROD

Cork rings & grips
Rod & Reel Repairs

SEND FOR CATALOG

A& A
REEL REPAIR

884-7388

AL ADAMS
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12lb. steelhead highlights Lattimore’s 78 season

... Continued from Page 4

we boated here were feeding heavily
on smelt and alewife, and finding them
got us into the trout.

Towards the middle of August, | was
beginning to concentrate on salmon
fishing. On the 25th my one crew mem-
ber and | were in the port of Frankfort.
That morning, after a 15-minute run out
to a small pack of boats, we stopped and
took a temperature reading--54°F. at
115 feet. A prevailing southwest wind
had really pushed the thermocline deep.
The first morning we handfished, boating
two kings and a 13 pound laker. The next
day, Friday, our luck changed with the
wind, which had switched around and
was now from the north. The thermocline
had risen up to 80 feet. Our fishing
didn‘t start till about 2 p.m., but in five
hours, two of us took turns fighting
ten fish.

By daybreak on Saturday we were
already fishing and had one fat 11 pound
steelhead in the boat. The action kept on
strong until we landed our limit tenth
fish in early afternoon. We had caught
kings, cohos, lakers, browns and steel-
head all on the same lure, the green
J-Plug. Those had to be the two best
days we had, but it wasn’t over yet.

Coho fishing at Platte Bay is another
traditional outing. On the morning of
September 16th the ‘"Voyageur” was
sliding over that famous sand bar heading
for some fall salmon. That day we landed
three coho in East Bay and got blown off
by noon. On the 17th we waited till
evening for a break in the weather. When
finally it let up we got out for a couple of
hours and 3 more salmon came to the net,

Tuesday the 18th the lake was very
fishable and like the evening before, most
of the active fish were in the top 10 feet
of water near the river mouth. That
morning we landed 5 coho using both
the outriggers and the downriggers.
The productive lures were silver Tad-
pollys and blue J-Plugs trolled 100
to 150 feet back, down 4 feet or less.
That was the last trolling trip of the year.

On October T4th in early morning
darkness, | was waist deep in Lake Michi-
gan casting a Little Cleo. Many fish were
rolling within easy casting distance.
Shortly after first light | connected with a
coho, my partner also beached two other
satmon in short order. The steelhead
didn’t seem to be co-operating. Shortly |
hooked on one of Burl’s Nuggets and
tossed it out with a piece of marshmal-
low. Half an hour later | had caught and
released 2 more coho, so | moved closer
to the river mouth and current. Shortly |
connected with what | was after. A
brilliant silver steelhead sucked up the
offering and displayed one of the finest
aerial performances | ever watched. After
about 15 minutes, the 4|b. leader was
still holding and | was able to beach the
trout. Back at the camper the scales
pulled down to 12 pounds 4 ounces,
which to date is my largest steethead.

The experiences of 1978's fishing
ventures are all recorded in my log book
along with those of 1977, 76 and '75.
It was a rewarding season, with hours of
fishing and fun. | anxiously look forward
to the 1979 season and hope that it will
provide some of the same great action we
have enjoyed in the past._ Mark Lattimore

AUTHOR WITH 121b. steelhead taken while
surf fishing last October.

News 'n Notes
... .Continued from Page 2

Member Rick Dove sent along some
interesting information he received from
Riveria Marine and Tackle Co. The down-
rigger manufacturer has determined that
there is a possible material defect in some
of their A.B.S. deck plates supplied
with deep trollers. The defect could cause
the deck plate to break, resulting in
the loss of your unit (kersplash — not
covered under factory replacement). Rick
suggests you determine if you have the
parts in question. If so, write to Chuck
Steffens, V.P. at Riveria for a validation
card and subsequent replacement plates.

* N K

Last cast. Renewals and new mem-

bers still get free line for two recis.
Details are included in your membership

one of which was a 20 pound king. Field Reporter kit. — John Makela
Patches & Decals Membership Application
Membership includes:
S1ZE [TEM PRICE Quantity _ Cost Free line for two reels, Steetheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,
3" X4” ARMPATCH 1.00 ea. MSSFA Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal,
- - Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,
3" X 4"  WINDOW DECAL 25 ea. Membership Cards & Other Benefits.
3" X 4"  TACKLE BOX DECAL 25 ea. Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Assn.
and Detroit Chapter dues .. ... Annual — $20.00
11" X 14” BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. NAME ( )
» # CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. phone
8 x 11" BACK PATCH 2.00 ea, ADDRESS
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MAILING] 50 Ity STATE zZie
PAYABLE TO DETROIT AREA CHAPTER TOTAL Complete form and send with check or money order
MAIL TO: payable to:
: A
DETRO!T AREA CHAPTER DETROIT AREA CHAPTER
MSSFA Chapter Fund Raser MSSFA ,
Royal O, M1 48073 Thank You.... 2818 Vinsetta Blvd. THANK YOU!
' Royal Oak, MI 48073




MICHIGAN STEELHEAD AND SALMON
FISHERMEN’'S ASSOCIATION
DETROIT AREA CHAPTER
2818 VINSETTA
ROYAL OAK, M| 48073

Address Correction Requested

Non-Profit Organization

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 289
Royal Oak, Michigan

MEETING NOTICE — PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

FOR SALE — Ford '76 250 Window Van — FOR SALE —
a n t 5 ° 351 — Auto. Trans. — PS/PB. AM/FM/8 2 Walker Swivel bases {biue $30.00
Y Track. 4 captains chairs, dinette converts 2 Fully adj. outrigger hidrs. $30.00
to bed, closet. 12v/ 110 converter, sink and 2 8% ft. Olympic rods (2000C) $15.00
FOR SALE — '77 Delta Pro bass boat. 17 f1. 5 gal. water tank w/demand. Pump, hitch 1 Aqua Probe Super Cheater
with 86 hp Mariner with power trim. w/boat plug and Bargman plug w/Tekonsha Fiasher $100.00

Custom built boat includes many, many
extras--also Deluxe Trailer. $5,000 or Best
Offer. Call Dave: 543-1756

FOR SALE — 2 Electric Walker Downriggers
with 4’ arms and swivel bases each. Excel-

1 custom built fish box, also doubles

as a seat with a cleaning station in
the top $75.00
Call John: 399-3860 or 876-2345

e pmom— gem—— g— e

brake controller — all factory converted by
T.E.C. 150001b GVC.
Call Jack: 352-3376
FOR SALE — 85 AH Marine Battery and Case.
Both New — $30.

lent condition. 1 year old. Best offer.
Call Bill Jr. 644-8113 after 2:30

FOR SALE — Four 1977 model Walker Electric
Downriggers, used. 2 4-ft. and 2 2-ft. arms,
4 swivel bases, 4 line releases, 4 stacking
line releases. Good shape; original cartons
with instructions. $500.00.

Used 12-Channel Simpson Model B, push-
button FM. No antenna. $250.00

Used Compass, $20.00; used Aqua Scope 76
recording graph. Paper, new power cord,
recently serviced, transom bracket, trans-
ducer, carrying case, more. $200.00.

Call John: 583-1910

FOR SALE — 1976 22’ Aquasport Center Con-
sole Sport Fisherman. Twin 50hp. Evinrudes,
tandermn E-Z-Loader trailer, Gemtronics 6"
straight graph, VHF and CB radios, compass,
4 manual Riviera downriggers, two Perco
15’ outriggers, 2 Danforth anchors with
line, fold spray shield plus forward spray
canvas, full cushions, 60 gal. fuel tank,
twin 70 amp. batteries, full instrument
panel, complete electrical fused in dash,
160 hrs. Price: $10,200.

Call Bob Miller: 1-616-8825592 (Home)
1-616-352-9636 (Work)

FOR SALE — Lowrance 460 Fiasher, 4 Walker
manual downriggers, Lowrance Surface-
Temp, Lowrance Fish-n-Temp.

Jim Boyer: 979-2951

HELP WANTED — Need field reporters, writers
and photographers to help with Fishin’
Tales on reguiar or occasional basis. Ex-
perience not needed. Apply to Editor,
Gary Gray at any membership meeting or
telephone at B46-6482 or write to: Gary
Gray, 6315 Archdale, Detroit, Mi 48228.

Copy deadline for the
February issue of FISHIN' TALES
is February 7, 1979

UHF — 6 db, 8 ft. Shakepeare Marine An-
tenna. Lay Down Base, used one season
—$20.
Plath Trolling Plate for Merc 10. Used one
season — $20.
Baob Hickey: (Office) 493-3337
(Home) 794-7115

FOR SALE — "Michigan Steelheaders” Belts

and belt buckles now available at member-
ship meetings for members only.
or Call Dave Geistler at home: 626-3834

1978 MEETING SCHEDULE

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Bonnie Brook Country Club

January 30, 1979
February 27,1979
March 27,1979

VISITORS WELCOME
BRING A FRIEND

sttt

Konrad, White earn Chapter rds

st

DISPLAYING THEIR AWARDS, Ken Konrad (L), Steelheader of the Year, and Don

White, Director of the Year, happily pose for the camera. Congratulations to both men

for their many outstanding accomplishments on behalf of the Detroit Area Chapter!






