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PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORTFISHERY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

July Meeting       

When:                                         
Tuesday, July 29, 2014    7:30pm 

•Where:                                     
American Polish Cultural Center                          
NW corner                                   
15 Mile Rd. & Dequindre 

•Featured Speaker:                                        
Capt. Dave Even of El-Lin Char-
ters on “Fishing Ludington” 

•Other Happenings:                    
Boat trolling tournament info., 
Tackle raffles, 50/50 raffle,                       
Every member drawing 

•Up-To-Date Information on 
the DAS website at: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
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 Fishin’ Tales 
Olcott…. Disappointment Was the Name of the Game 

The real nice thing about the DAS going to Erieau, 
Ont. for a tournament is it’s close proximity to the 
Metropolitan Detroit Area. The drive is less than one 
hundred miles for most DAS skippers. Some get up 
early Sat. morning and make the drive over to the 
Erieau Marina, launch their boats, get to the 6:00am 
skipper’s meeting just on time, fish the tournament, 
do the weigh-in and luncheon and are back home by 
early evening Sat. night. This can make it a fairly 
inexpensive tournament to attend with low fuel costs 
and no overnight bills.  

For these reasons, you would think it would be a 
more popular stop on the tournament schedule, but 
only 6 boats made the trip.  

The fishing there kept the crews busy as it was defi-
nitely an entertaining fishery and the catchin’ was 
quite good.  The bulk of the catch was the much 
sought-after, tasty walleye and of course, you were 
constantly ‘cleaning’ lines of the Silver Bass and 
Sheephead, that seem to hit anything and everything. 
Unfortunately, the ‘eyes don’t have any value in the 
tournament except for the Big Walleye pool and 

there were not many ’rainbows’, as the locals call 
them,  caught except by  the winning skipper and 
crew. 

 It was a great day for fishing with sunny skies warm 
temperatures and waves less than 2’. Most boats had 
decent catches of walleyes at each of the 2 fish calls 
but were struggling to find the steelhead. 

Paul Gjeldum and the crew on ‘Blue Horizon’, just 
as they did in Olcott, walked away with the win as 
they brought 6 steelhead to the scales. Paul has truly 
earned the nickname of ‘Mr. Steelhead’ with the 
back-to back wins. ‘Nite Moves’ skippered by Carl 
Ventimiglia took second place with 3 steelhead and 
the ‘Sea Hag’ crew led by skipper Blaise Pewinski 
took 3rd with 2 steelies. ‘Sloppy Joe’  edged out 
‘Bobby’s Toy’ by .6 of lb to take 4th Place. Bob 
Feisel and the ‘Vickie’s Seacret’ crew did not catch 
any steelhead but weighed-in quite a few walleyes 
with one being 8.8 lbs to take the Big Walleye pool. 
Blaise Pewinski, skipper of the ‘Sea Hag’, weighed 
in a 7.35 lb.steelhead to 
capture the Big Fish pool. 

Erieau…. More ‘Eyes’ than ‘Bows’ 

Inside This Issue: 

See Erieau On Page 5 

Disappointing is the best word to describe the 
2014 DAS tournament at Olcott, NY on Sat., June 
28. Typically, June is a slow month across the 
Great Lakes for Salmon and 
Trout fishing but for the last 
3 years, Olcott has provided 
the DAS with a decent fish-
ery, where some good steel-
head action and even a few 
Big Kings could be found. 
This year that was not the 
case at all. 

The reports on-line and 
from the Slippery Sinker 
Tackle shop in Olcott were 
that the fishing had been 
tough the previous 2 weeks. 
The locals claimed that the wind had been blowing 
out of the NE for something like 18 straight days 
and were blaming the poor fishing on that. 

A few of the club boats arrived on Thursday night 
and did some pre-fishing on Friday. ‘Blue Hori-

zon’ found a couple of steelhead while searching 
from shallow to deep waters, starting out more 
towards Wilson to the west.  ‘Sloppy Joe’ actually 

did quite well out in 500’ of 
water NE of Olcott. He 
managed 8 or 9 fish for the 
day. All but 2 were kings 
and most on meat rigs 70’ 
down on riggers. He worked 
the same spot over and over 
and everything came on a 
west troll. ‘Bobby’s Toy’ 
trolled from 350 FOW out 
to 530 FOW, about an 
eleven-mile troll, with noth-
ing to show for it except 2 
knock-offs and maybe a 
handful of fish marks. 

Tough fishin’ for sure! 

Even the turn-out was disappointing as only 6 
skippers were at the 5:00 skipper’s meeting at the 
Town of Newfane Marina 
pavilion. The number of 

‘Blue Horizon’ Skipper Paul Gjeldum puts the net on one of 
six steelhead he weighed in at Olcott, NY 

See Olcott On Page 3 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
President 

Shows, Wild Game Dinner 
248-890-4517 

  
TOM GORGUZE 

Vice-President 
Hats, Shirts & Jackets, Publicity 

 248-343-8397  
  

DAN CHISHOLM 
Secretary 

Raffles, Elections 
 586-530-9171  

 
STEVE HAMILTON 

Treasurer 
Coalition, Donations & Appropriations 

 313-881-3871 
 

GASPARE ARAGONA 
Meeting - PA System 

 248-656-8478 
 

ROD ELNICK 
Co-Treasurer, Salmon -In-Classroom 

 586-214-8812  
 

BOB FEISEL 
Boat Trolling, Photography 

 248-765-2504 
 

ANTHONY LEWIS 
River, Surf & Pier ; Special People 

 517-449-3036 
 

BOB KSIONZEK 
Newsletter Editor, Boat Trolling 

586-531-9198 
 

JON MARTENS 
Membership 

 586-246-7880  
 

BOB PARADISE 
River, Surf & Pier; Boat Trolling 

 586-781-2543  
 

JODY ROBINSON 
Salmon-In-The Classroom, Scholarship 

 248-922-1466  
 

TOM THEIDA 
Co-Membership, Raffles 

 586-206-5902  
 

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner 
586-615-7459 

 
 586-615-7459 

MARK WILLIAMS 
Speakers & Education’ 

 810-395-8789 
 
 

Assistants 
LINDA BANBURY 

Special People 
 

PAUL GJELDUM 
Trophies 

  
MARY KARAKAS 

Special People 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS     

Re-Newed Memberships  
DON ANTON HENRY BACZYNSKI MARK GAZDA GARY GROSS  

Memberships Expired or Soon to be Expired  
LOU BACSIKIN JOEL GARINGER JOHN MEADE GEORGE VIDUSIC  

TOM CAPICCHIONI ED HOREN LEROY MIKOLOWSKI JIM ZANKE  
KEN CIONE MICHAEL LOLLI DAVE ROEHR   

DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS, INC. 
P.O. Box 1255 Sterling Hgts., MI 48311-1255 

Membership Application 
 

□ New Member - $35 Yearly □ Renewal - $35 Yearly  
□ Senior (65 & over)- $20 Yearly □ Address Change only Amt. Paid $_______ 
paid______________ 

NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Detroit Area Steelheaders is on FacebookDetroit Area Steelheaders is on Facebook..    To connect with Detroit Area SteelheadersTo connect with Detroit Area Steelheaders    
sign up or Log insign up or Log in    to to   Facebook today.Facebook today.          

Pre-Tournament Check-In 
(New tournament policy to help get a handle on Food needed for Weigh-in Lunch) 
The Boat Trolling Committee would like to institute a new policy effective immediately that requires the participating 
skippers to call in the total number of crew members that will be attending the tournament luncheon no later than one 
week prior to the tournament date. For the remainder of this tournament season this means: 
Tournament  Date  Call-In By 
Family Day (Ludington) 08/02/14  07/26/14 
Ludington II  08/09/14  08/02/14 
Manistee   08/23/14  08/16/14 
 

Please call Bob Ksionzek @ 586-531-9198. If I don’t answer, just leave a message with your name, boat name and 
number of people attending lunch. This will make it easier for the Port Captain to provide the necessary amount of 
food at the Weigh-In luncheon.  
Thank you for your co-operation. 
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boats that actually fished was 5 as 
Bob Feisel had some issues with his 

distributor that he couldn’t get fixed in time to join in on the fish-
ing. 

The fishing was even tougher on tournament morning as every 
boat struggled to find the fish. At the 9:00am fish call, ‘Blue Hori-
zon’ reported 2 fish, ‘Sloppy Joe’ had 1 and the rest of the boats 
had none. Everyone continued to search for the fish but with not 
much success. Three hours later, for the noon fish call, the tally 
was: ‘Blue Horizon’ – 4 fish, ‘Sloppy Joe’ still had one and 
’Hardtop and Tails’ got the skunk out with 1. ‘Bobby’s Toy’ and 
‘Channing’ both still had no fish. 

Paul Gjeldum and his crew on the ‘Blue Horizon’ worked the 
same area for the remainder of the tournament and walked away 
with 1st place. They brought six steelhead to the scales…. 
28.05lbs total and 58.05 pts. Congratulations Guys!  ‘Hardtop and 
Tails’ took 2nd with their one steelhead worth 11.65 pts. ‘Sloppy 

Joe’ finished 3rd with one steelhead good for 10.60 pts. No other 
fish were weighed in. Jim Zanke took Big Fish honors with his 
6.65 lb. steelhead. 

Port Captain Jim Zanke did not disappoint as he and his crew pro-
vided an excellent meal of pulled pork and BBQ chicken sand-
wiches, potato salad and coleslaw. Charlie Denning brought some 
delicious cupcakes from his bakery. Nice Job, guys and thanks! 

Even though the fishing was very disappointing, everyone seemed 
to have a good time and certainly enjoyed the meal. It was a very 
nice day and seas were calm for the better part of the tournament. 
We will keep an eye on this fishery for the remainder of this year 
and next spring to see if it is worthwhile making the long trip to 
New York for next season. 

Bob Ksionzek 
Co-Tournament Director  

Olcott Cont’d from Page 1 

A Few 2014  
Olcott Pictures 
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(Reprinted from The Great Lakes Angler Report July 2014) 

The harsh winter of 2002 was a key factor in the collapse of bait-
fish in Lake Huron, according to a USGS report. Could last win-
ter’s record ice cover on Lake Michigan have similar conse-
quences? In the study of freshwater ecosystems there is a classic 
debate regarding the control of baitfish populations. In simple 
terms, it can be boiled down to those who argue that baitfish 
numbers are controlled by the abundance of their food (plankton) 
vs. those who argue that baitfish numbers are controlled by larger 
fish that prey on baitfish.  
In Lake Huron and Lake Michigan, this “bottom-up” vs. “top-
down” debate is ongoing and complex. Baitfish, and alewife in 
particular, have declined in recent years. There is evidence that 
overabundance of Chinook salmon, which prey almost exclu-
sively on alewife, are implicated but there have also been changes 
in plankton abundance and composition due to invasive species 
like quagga mussels. While this does not seem to account for a 
decline in alewife numbers directly, it has affected their condition 
and, as a result, salmon now must eat more to fill their bellies.  
A recent paper published in the “Journal of Great Lakes Re-
search” adds another wrinkle to the debate. Authors from the On-
tario Ministry of Natural Resources and U.S. Geological Sur-
vey present analysis that links the harsh winter of 2002-2003 to 
the steep decline in Lake Huron alewife numbers that immedi-
ately followed. From 2003 to 2012, winters were relatively mild 
but alewife failed to mount a comeback in Lake Huron. This is 
where the top-down and bottom-up factors may have come into 
play. Hard winters had knocked back alewife populations in the 
past, but they had always recovered. Not so this time, but the 
changes in Lake Huron were not all bad and the decline of ale-
wife led to resurgence of native walleye, lake trout, and certain 
native baitfish.  
What does this mean for Lake Michigan? It is no secret that last 
winter was a cold one, and Lake Michigan experienced record-
setting ice coverage of 93.29 percent in early March. Alewives 
are not native to the upper Great Lakes, and are not well-adapted 
for dealing with northern winters in a freshwater environment. 
Adult alewife sometimes die off in large numbers as waters begin 
to warm up after a hard winter, and young alewife can have diffi-
culty surviving through the winter if they were not able to put on 
enough weight during their first summer.  

For Lake Michigan, this means that last year’s crop of alewife may 
not contribute much to the forage base in coming years. The 
Acoustic sampling conducted by U.S. Geological Survey in 2013 
found that the 2013 alewife year-class was very poor in terms of 
both numbers and growth rate even before the harsh winter 
conditions. Declines in older alewife due to the harsh winter are 
also possible, but only time will tell how Lake Michigan bait-
fish…..and the salmon and trout fishery that depends on 
them…..weathered the hardest winter in recent history. 

(Reprinted from The Great Lakes Angler Report July 2014) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Asian Carp Regional Coordinating 
Committee (ACRCC) late last month, announced the release of an 
updated Monitoring and Response Plan MRP) intended to protect 
the Great Lakes from Asian carp, and to prevent the invasive fish 
species from developing self-sustaining populations in the Great 
Lakes. For the first time the MRP is being released concurrently 
with a summary of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Great 
Lakes eDNA Monitoring Program.  
The MRP outlines actions for the 2014 field season focused on 
monitoring and removal of Asian carp downstream of the Electric 
Barrier System in the Chicago Area Waterway System (CAWS) 
and the upper Illinois Waterway, and on-going evaluations of the 
effectiveness of barriers and gears used in keeping Asian carp 
from establishing in the CAWS and Lake Michigan.  
“The 2014 Monitoring and Response Plan, continues to build off 
past efforts to protect the Great Lakes by using past data and re-
sults to focus attention on actions that achieve the greatest re-
sults,” said Kevin Irons, Co-Chair of the ACRCC Monitoring 
Workgroup.  
Separate from the MRP, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Great Lakes eDNA Monitoring Program examines waters of the 
CAWS and also across the Great Lakes basin, for early warning 
signs of Asian carp.  
“The Great Lakes eDNA Monitoring Program highlights our part-
nership with Great Lakes states,” said USFWS Midwest Deputy 
Director, Charlie Wooley. “We’re excited to share with the public 
how we are working side-by-side with our state counterparts to 
collect information that will shape our understanding and re-
sponse of the potential threat of Asian carp in waters throughout 
the Midwest.”  
In addition to several reoccurring actions from last year, new ac-
tions to monitor populations of Asian carp in the upper Illinois 
Waterway and the Chicago Area Waterway System in 2014 in-
clude:  
• Increased sampling for Asian carp downstream of the Electric 
Barriers to better focus on the leading edge of the Asian carp 
population in the CAWS.  
• Contract commercial fishing crews will expend more effort in 
the target areas of the Marseilles and Dresden Island pools of the 
upper Illinois Waterway.  
• A heightened Asian carp telemetry monitoring program around 
the Electric Dispersal Barriers.  
• Monitoring for adult and juvenile bighead carp and silver carp 
in the upper Des Plaines River focused in four new target areas, 
and the river upstream of the former Hofmann Dam will be exam-
ined for potential Asian carp habitat.  
• Testing the effects of water gun seismic pressure waves on in-
water structures will be conducted before this technology is em-
ployed in critical navigational waters.  
For more information and to read the MRP: www.asiancarp.us/ 
monitoring.htm ²  

New Revelation On Lake Huron’s Collapse 
Could Spell Trouble for Lake Michigan 
The harsh winter of 2002 was a key factor in the collapse of baitfish in Lake Huron, 
according to a USGS report. Could last winter’s record ice cover on Lake Michigan 
have similar consequences?  

Updated Plans to Protect the Great Lakes 
From Invasive Species Announced  
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1st Place - ‘Blue Horizon’ 

As Port Captain, Carl and his crew 
served up a fine luncheon prior to the 
weigh-in with delicious grilled Italian 

sausage  served on fresh buns with marinara sauce, pasta salad, chips 
and cookies plus the usual cold drinks. Thanks to the ’Nite Moves’ 
crew!  

The Erieau tournament was a fun day and everyone was able to get 
back home to their families at a reasonable hour on Saturday eve-
ning. Thanks to all those who participated. 

Co-tournament Chairman 
Bob Ksionzek 

2nd Place - ‘Nite Moves’ 

3rd Place - ‘Sea Hag’ 

5th Place - ‘Bobby’s Toy’ 

Erieau Cont’d from Page 1 
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The next two tournaments coming up on our schedule will 
be back to back at Ludington. The first one is our annual 
Family Day (formerly known as Ladies Day) Tournament 
and will be held on August 2nd. The format has been 
changed this year to include all children 16 and under.  The 
guys can set lines and net the fish but only the ladies & chil-
dren can fight the fish. A main dish will be provided as well 
as each crew bringing a dish to pass during the weigh-in 
ceremonies. This port has been a favorite the past few 
years because of the opportunity to get into some nice 
kings. Of course, Coho and Steelhead are also abundant in 
the area but kings are what’ll put you in with the top finish-
ers. The following weekend we’ll go back to our regular 
tournament format. There will be food and beverages at the 
weigh-in.  

This port, probably more than any other, warrants you 
checking out the previous week’s weather and surface 
temps. Water temps will dictate where the fish will be lo-
cated. A north blow for several days prior will tend to push 
cold water around Sable Point to the north and make the 
better fishing either toward the south or way past the point 
to the north. Under normal conditions, most boats will be 
working the drop off that runs from about 8 miles straight 
out northeast towards Sable Point. The closer you get to 
Sable Point the more boats you’ll find so it’ll be difficult to 
run lead core or copper. Sometimes the fish will be in close 
to shore off the Bathhouse or even right in front of the pier 
heads. The Project just south of the Pier Heads has also 
traditionally been an area that holds fish.  

There are many trap nets in this area so watch for the 
markers and stay clear. The best way to avoid them com-
pletely is to get their positions off of the Ludington Charter 
Boat Association website and load these positions into your 
GPS unit. Even with these precautions, keep a sharp look-
out and keep some wire cutters handy.   

The Skipper’s meetings will be at 5:00 a.m. both Saturdays 
at the Municipal Marina. The tournament starts will be at 

6:00 a.m. You can run out to your spot after the Captain’s 
meeting but don’t begin setting lines until 6:00 a.m. when 
the tournament start is announced on channel 72. Fish calls 
will be at 9:00 a.m. and noon for both weekends. For the 
Ladies Day Tournament we’ll pull lines at 1:00 p.m., and 
you must be in the weigh-in line at 2:30. For the regular 
tournament the following week pull lines at 2:00 and be at 
the weigh-in by 3:30 p.m. The weigh-in for both weeks will 
be announced at the respective Captains meetings.   

Good luck to everyone and see you there. 
Joe von Grabe, “Sloppy Joe” 

586-293-7688 (home)  
586-945-9334 (cell)   

2014 DAS Ludington Tournaments 
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More Pictures from Erieau 
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Membership expires: 9999068  
 
    
BLAISE PEWINSKI 
14755 BELLE RIVER 
ALLENTON, MI 48002   
 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 1255 
Sterling Hgts, MI 48311-1255 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE 
GREAT LAKES SPORTFISHERY FOR 
OVER 35 YEARS 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
Non-Profit 

Org. 
Place Stamp 

Here 

Upcoming 2014 DAS Key Dates 
 

Tues., July 29, 2014     Membership Meeting  
7:30pm     American Polish Cultural Center 
 
Sat., Aug. 2, 2014     Boat Trolling Tournament 
6:00am - 1:00pm     Family Day (Ludington Municipal Marina) 
 
Sat., Aug. 9, 2014     Boat Trolling Tournament 
6:00am - 2:00pm     Ludington II - Municipal Marina 
 
Sat., Aug. 23, 2014     Boat Trolling Tournament 
6:00am - 2:00pm     Manistee - Municipal Marina 
 
Tues., Aug. 26, 2014     Membership Meeting  
7:30pm     American Polish Cultural Center 

2014 June Membership Meeting Facts 
 

Attendance: 44 
 

Featured Speaker:  Joel Anderson 
       Lake Huron Salmon & Steelhead 
 

50/50 Raffle Winner: $85 Fred Hynick  
 
Every Member Drawing : Tom Nesbitt 
     Not Present 
 


