Fishin’ Tales

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORTFISHERY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

May Meeting

eWhen:
day, May 31, 2011 7:30pm

Tues-

eWhere:
American Polish Cultural Center
Northwest corner,

15 Mile Rd. & Dequindre

eFeatured :
Boat Trolling Demo
Speaker: Bob Easterbrook on
Bowfishing tactics.

Line Spooling

Other Happenings:
St Joe Tournament report, Upcom-
ing tournament info, Fishing re-
ports, Tackle raffles, 75-25 Drawing

& more

eUp-To-Date Information on
the DAS website at:

www.detroitsteelheaders.com
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Don’t Miss the Boat Trolling Demo at the May Meeting!

May 2011

Our annual Boat Trolling Demo is the main
feature at the May membership meeting.
This is your chance to see how the other
DAS Skippers set up their rigs for fishing.
The far north parking area at APCC will be
utilized for this event.

This time around Dan Chisholm will pre-
sent "Channing”, “Bad Dog” will obey his
master, Tom Gorguze and Jerry Zabel will
feature his jet-powered river boat. Each
skipper will talk briefly about how their
boat is rigged and will field questions from
those in attendance.

After the demo, inside our featured speaker
is Bob Easterbrook, an avid outdoorsman,
member of Safari Club International, Hunt-
ing tracking instructor and organizer of the
Great Lakes Bowfishing Championship
held annually in Caseville, MI. Bob will be
doing a presentation on Bowfishing tactics.
I think everyone will find this quite interest-

ing.

In addition, there will be large spools of
fishing line available for filling your reels
compliments of the club. It is available in
10 Ib., 20 Ib. and 30 Ib. test.
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With 46 members and 2 guests in attendance,
President Bob Jones opened the meeting at
7:40pm. Bob took a quick show of hands on
skippers planning on attending the St. Joe
tournament and was quite pleased by the
number-......11.

He then wasted no time in introducing our
guest speaker, Chip Cartwright, of Wolver-
ine Tackle who was filling in for C.J. Baker,
who was hospitalized suddenly. After assur-
ing everyone that C.J. was doing fine and
resting comfortably, Chip began his presen-
tation on various walleye techniques. He
covered everything from jigging, to trolling
crawler harnesses or body baits or spoons.
With great detail, he focused on how he uses
these techniques and had everyone's atten-
tion throughout his entire talk. He then held
a very interesting question and answer ses-
sion. The BOD would like to thank Chip for
the very excellent job he did on the spur of
the moment.

After about a 15 minute break, Tom Gorguze

Disappointing especially after
2010’s great fishing!

On Saturday, April 30, the Detroit Area
Steelheaders Salmon Trolling season began
with a rocky start. | drove into St. Joseph,

Jim Zanke, Skipper of “Hardtop & Tails” shows off a
dandy 14.4 Ib. King, Big Fish at St. Joe.

Michigan on Thursday in hopes of getting a
couple of days of pre-tournament fishing
experience before the official tournament on
Saturday. | hoped the extra hours would
help me get all my gear in working order

See April Meeting on Pg. 2

See St. Joe on Pg. 3
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April Meeting from Pg. 1

presented a report on the Algonac St.
Clair river outing he organized on April
16. It seems the weather was not very
good that Saturday with high winds and
cold conditions. This hampered the fish-
ing efforts quit a bit for the 6 boats that
showed up. They did manage a great fish
fry provided by Bob Paradise, so every
who came did get a pretty good meal.
Thanks to Tom and Bob for their efforts.
They are already making plans for next
years event.

Following this, Bob Ksionzek took the
floor with information on the upcoming
tournaments at St Joe, Grand Haven and
Olcott NY. Bob provided handouts for
all three events and had a great deal to

say especially about Olcott, being a new
port for us. He also reminded everyone
that all handouts, port info and rules
were available for these and all the up-
coming events on the Tournament page
of our website.

This was followed with the usual great
selections for the tackle raffles that eve-
ryone always enjoys. In the 75/25 draw-
ing, it was the tag team of Dennis Harper
claiming the $80 first prize while his
good buddy Mike Tomlan Jr. took the
$40 second prize. Congratulations guys!

In the Every Member drawing, long time
member, director, President and newslet-
ter editor, Bob Mitchell who recently
retired from the board claimed the $100
prize as his name was drawn.

Membership News

Renewed Memberships
Joel Granger

Robert M. Jones

Bob Ksionzek

Ron Pal

David Mayfield
Tom Moores

Memberships Expired in March or Expiring in April or May

Bruce Turnage
Allan Van Brocklin

Steve Hamilton

Jason Adam Dennis Holoway Dick Shirk
Don Anton Richard Kittle Bruce Tufford
Ron Clewett Jack T. MacFarlane Al Weichert
Clement Foston Jr. Dave Prudhomme Jerry Zabel

Gary Ruprich

2011 DAS Boat Trolling Tournament Schedule

pate___Jport | [portCaptan

4/30/2011 St Joseph Dan Chisholm 586-530-9171
5/21/2011 & 5/22/2011 |Grand Haven 333 |Ron Pal 586-598-7239
l6/11/2011 Olcott, NY Bob Ksionzek |586-531-9198
7/9/2011 Pentwater Joe Von Grabe |586-293- 7688
[8/6/2011 Ludington Ladies Day Jody Robinson [248-736-1737
|8/13/2011 Ludington Il 333 |Al Wiechert  [248-435-4013
[8/26/2011 Manistee | 333 [Bob Paradise |586-457-4073
9/10/2011 Manistee Il Tom Gorguze |248-343-8397

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOB JONES
President

WGD Tickets

734-751-1767

BOB FEISEL
Vice-President

Boat Trolling, Photography
248-357-1089

DAN CHISHOLM
Secretary
Raffles, Special People,
Elections
586-530-9171

STEVE HAMILTON
Treasurer

Coalition, Donations
313-881-3871

JASON ADAM
Website, Wild Game Dinner
248-755-3345

TOM GORGUZE
Hats, Shirts & Jackets
Wild Game Dinner
248-343-8397

ED HOREN
Shows
586-574-2125

BOB KSIONZEK
Newsletter Editor, Boat

Trolling, Photography
586-752-5545

ANTHONY LEWIS

River, Surf & Pier Fishing,
Raffles
586-752-5545

TOM MOORES
Membership, Scholarship
Wild Game Dinner
248-634-5789

BLAISE PEWINSKI

Special People, Special
Events
810-395-4774

MARK WILLIAMS
Speakers & Education
810-395-8789

JERRY ZABEL
River, Surf & Pier Fishing
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This article is the first in a 3 month series that coincides with the Strong “Fly of the Month” promotion. The first 60 members attending each
of the next 3 monthly meetings will receive the Fly of the Month. The DAS Board of Directors would like to thank Captain Matt Strong of
Strong Flies and Shane Ruboyianes of Dreamweaver for this opportunity and greatly appreciate their contributions.

Early Morning Action
by Captain Matt Strong

As the first light peeks over the dunes and onto the lake, the ringing of the dinner bell occurs all over the
lake. Wire divers start to scream, downriggers pulse, and in the distance, you hear “FISH ON!” This is summer
in Michigan. The pursuit of silver kings with nasty attitudes draws anglers by the crowds to the gold coast —
mid Lake Michigan: a world class salmon fishery.

As Captain of the Too Strong and Strong Performance, this is my playground! Strong Performance
Charters is a family-run charter business for over 25 years. You too can experience my playground, the addic-
tion and challenge of our fishery, regardless of whether you book a charter or you own your boat. Here are a
few early morning tips for a freezer full of salmon.

***Get an early start! In Ludington, it is not uncommon to leave the dock at 5 or 5:15am. Already
then, there are over 100 boats on the lake. Pick a good starting point, get your rods set, and get ready!

***Keep it simple! Six to eight rods in the dark is a good start, then adding additional rods as it gets
lighter and visibility increases. My morning set includes 4 wire divers, 3 riggers, and 2 coppers, with typically
the divers taking the first bites of the morning. Make sure you keep your drags loose and clickers on!

***|f it don’t glow, it don’t go! All baits in the early morning should either be super glow or UV
glow. 8”and 10” Spin Doctors by Dreamweaver in glow blades followed by Strong Flies are tasty combina-
tions. Some of my favorite Strong Flies are the Glow Mirage, UV Pickled Sunshine, Glow Spook, and Glow
Silver Addiction to name a few. In addition to these combinations, I run fixed harness plugs by Ace Hi and
Dreamweaver Cut Plugs, all in glow. My ‘go to’ plugs are the Dreamweaver Double Glow, Dreamweaver Yel-
low Splatterback, Dreamweaver Blue Splatterback, Dreamweaver Wonderbread, Ace Hi Gray Ghost, Ace Hi
Double Glow, Ace Hi Pinky, and Ace Hi Double Glow with Pink Top.

***Slow down! When fishing rotators and plugs, | prefer a slower troll, typically 1.7 t0 2.0. To
achieve this, I run two sea bags and troll on one engine.

***Match the rotator to the fly! Make sure your rotator matches your fly. 1f I am running a Blue
Bubble Spin Doctor, | will run it with a fly that matches that color, such as a Strong Fly Blue Fairways. If | am
running a White Slick Paddle, I will run a Strong Fly Pickled Mirage. The key is finding combinations that you
have confidence in. Some of my hot combinations are:

White Slick (lazer tape) Spin Doctor with a Strong Fly UV Pickled Sunshine

Chrome Frog Spin Doctor with a Strong Fly Glow Mirage

Mountain Dew Spin Doctor with a Strong Fly Mountain Dew

Black Ice Glow (tuxedo) with a Strong Fly Silver Addiction & - -

Blue Super Glow spinny with a Strong Fly Electric Eel A% Techmology By ﬂﬂmﬂ\f’(
N\

Blue Bubble Spin Doctor with a Strong Fly Blue Fairways
\ [JOURNAMENT PRO SERIES
Glow UV Paddle with a Strong Fly UV Glow M { Nw M
White Glow Paddle with a Strong Fly KGB
Lake Michigan fishing can seem overwhelming and awe-inspiring. With these simple tips, you can

eliminate the feelings of anxiousness and become a successful Lake Michigan angler. So get out on the Lake
today and allow your wire divers to scream, your downriggers to pulse, and you to shout “Fish On!”
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St. Joe continued from Pg 1.

and allow me to find fish and develop a strategy for
getting on the fish early Saturday morning. That might
have worked if | was able to get out on the lake.
Thursday was a no-go all day and afternoon.

On Friday we gave it a go in the morning but | never
got out of the river before I turned tail and headed back
to West Bay Marina. After sitting around for several
hours Friday we gave it another try sometime around
noon. The lake had settled down by then and after an
amusement park ride getting out of the river mouth we
found the lake in great shape and got a few hours of
trolling in. The fishing was not great for us but we did
go two for four with a couple of Lake Trout coming on
large Moonshine double orange crush spoons. We
fished straight out of the St. Joe River in 50 to 60 feet
of water trolling between 2.0 and 2.4 mph. Both fish
came on 6 color lead core.

On Saturday the NOAA weather forecast looked like
the lake would be fishable in the early morning but the
wind was predicted to increase each hour until it got up
to 20 to 30 mph out of the southeast. NOAA nailed it
perfectly. Eleven boats attended the 0530 Captains
meeting and everyone got out early because the lake
was down. After a couple of hours | could tell my
small boat was not going to be out there for a noon fish
call because the wind was building steadily. By the
0900 fish call we had two small Steelhead and missed
one good hook up on a hot lobster. Most boats re-
ported 1 to 2 fish so | knew we were not the only boat
struggling to locate fish. By 0930 the wind was too
much for me and | headed back to port. By 1000 I was
tied up at my slip where I monitored the radio conver-
sation as the larger boats discussed how much longer
they would be able to fish. Bob Feisel called the tour-
nament over at 11:30 because it was getting pretty
rough by then. With a 0630 start and an 11:30 end we
got the required five hours in so it turned out to be an
official result. The good news is everyone got back in
safely and DAS had a pretty good turnout for the first
tournament.

*Reminder: There will be a small prize awarded out of
the tackle raffle for the “best fish story” that comes
from the St. Joe tournament. Polish up your story tell-
ing skills and tell the best story at the May 31 member-
ship meeting and you may win a prize.

The final results for St. Joe:
Total number of fish caught: 13
Total weight of fish caught: 95.85

Tournament winner Vicki’s Seacret with Bob Feisel
and his crew weighing in with 25.85 pounds.

Big Fish winner was Hard Top n Tails with Captain
Jim Zanke bringing in a 14.4 pound King.

(Complete results on Pg. 5)

The next tournament is the Grand Haven two day on
May 21/22.(See article on Pg. 5) Hope to see you all
there.

Dan Chisholm

“Channing”

Skipper Bob Feisel, center, and his crew on
“Vickie's Seacret” show off their 1st place catch at St. Joe.

The “Bad Dog” crew holds the 3rd Place catch while
Skipper Tom Gorguze, right, stretches a non-weigher.
_ - . -

Part of the “Bobby’s Toy” crew, Rod Elnick proudly holds his
favorite fish while Bob Ksionzek has the rest of the 4th place catch.
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5t. Joe Standings 4/30/2011

Catch by Species & Weight

Bob Feisel
Blaise Pewinski
Tom Gorguze
Bob Jones

Jim Zanke
Paul Gjeldum
Bob Paradise
Dan Chisolm
Dave Roehr
Carl Ventimiglia
Al Weichert

Vicki's Seacret
Sea Hag

Bad Dog
Bobby's Toy
Hardtop & Tails
Blue Horizon
Almost Paradise
Channing
Loki-One

Nite Moves
Thor's Hammer

K985 Ks.00 K 7.00
K 11.50 L 4.60
K 12.35 K 3.25
Ls.3s K a.a0

0N O A W=

Boat Name

m Hardtop & Tails
Hardtop & Tails King
Coho
Lake Trout
Steelhead
Brown
Atlantic
Pink

Bobby's Toy

[ Best8 | Best8

Deduction| Points | Total
Total Wet. | Total Pts. | Code

Deducted I

Points |
NONE
NONE 0.00
NONE 0.00
NONE 0.00
NONE 0.00
NONE 0.00
7.95 NONE 0.00
7.25 NONE 0.00
0.00 NONE 0.00
0.00 NONE 0.00
0.00 NONE 0.00

0NN A W

Deduction Code LEGEND

ILTSM = Late To Skipper's Mtg.
|LTWI = Late To Weigh-In

| 1NFC = No Answer 1 Fish Call
|2NFC = No Answer 2 Fish Calls
|\UCC = Unauthorized Crew Chg.
|DQ = Disqualified

Grand Haven - May 21 & 22, 2011

The beautiful port city of Grand Haven will welcome
the Detroit Area Steel headers into their waters for our
second tournament on May 21% and the 22". This is
definitely a tournament that you as a fisherman will
not want to miss, and remember that this tournament
kicks off this year’s 3-3-3 fishing contest. Last year
we had outstanding weather both days except for the
heavy fog on Saturday morning but all of our boats
managed to catch fish in what may have been the clos-
est weight contest of the year. Miss Dipsey came out
on top of the heap with Tim and Jodi Robinson coming
from behind to pull out the victory and finish first out
of the thirteen boats that entered the tourney.

It is very important that after you have launched your
boat at the Harbor Island boat ramp that you park your
trailer in one of the parking areas away from the ramp.
I usually park over by the soccer fields and in the
many years that I’ve been attending this outing I’ve
not had any problems at all. I’ve heard some real hor-
ror stories about what has happened to trailers if you
leave them in the boat ramp parking area.

Grand Haven is one of a hand full of ports where you
might catch the coveted grand slam as Brown Trout,
Lakers, Coho, Steelies and the mighty King are avail-
able at this time of the year. Fishing can be hot or cold
but it’s up to the DAS group to seek out these monsters
of the deep. Just last year Sloppy Joe and E-Fish-N-
see managed to pull a couple of Kings over the fifteen
pound mark. Come prepared for all kinds of action as
you’ll be fishing the top, middle and bottom waters of
Lake Michigan.

Be aware that the captain’s meeting takes place on Sat-
urday morning at 5 a.m. and that one member of each
boat must be present to register the boat and crew in
this tournament. Fishing takes place on both Saturday
and Sunday as you will be allowed to places lines in
the water at 6 a.m. Starting call and fish calls will be at
6 a.m., 9 a.m., and noon. We’ll be pulling lines on 2
p.m. on Saturday, with weigh in at 3 p.m. On Sunday
we’ll be pulling lines at 12 noon with the weigh in at 1
p.m.

The Grand Haven area has several motels/hotels to
choose from, | personally can vouch for the Days Inn
and the Best Western as nice and reasonably priced
places to stay. Many restaurants abound and several
are within walking distance from the boat marina as
the downtown area is very close. Also I’ve noticed that
in Spring Lake it’s cheaper for gasoline than in Grand
Haven so you might want to fill your truck and boat’s
gas tank just before getting to the launch. It’s smart to
make your dock/slip reservations in advance and you
can do that through the DNR website. Also be sure to
pay the launch fee and get a receipt as the Grand Ha-
ven police are always looking for a source of revenue.
Beware of overnight parking in those spots marked for
the Farmer’s Market on Saturday morning at the Mu-
nicipal Marina lot.

Hope to see you there and don’t forget to bring along a
big cooler for all the fish you’ll be taking home.

Port Captain

Ron Pal

“Lucky Strike”

586-703-8824




Olcott, NY: In Search of Big Kings

After quite a few years absence, The Detroit Area Steelheaders are returning to Olcott, NY for a Boat Trolling
Tournament on Saturday, June 11, 2011. This Lake Ontario port can produce some pretty good sized Chinook
Salmon. It is with these hopes that we will descend upon Olcott.

There are quite a few things that must be taken into consideration to plan for this trip. First of all you will have to
be sure and purchase a New York non-Resident fishing license. You can do this on line at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
permits/28941.html or by phone Call 1-86-NY-DECALS (1-866-933-2257). You must be 16 years or older to pur-
chase a license by phone. You can also do this in person at the Town of Newfane Marina in Olcott (see the Hand-
outs on our Website’s Tournament page for directions) as well as sporting goods stores and town offices. The non
-Resident License fee is $15.00 for a daily permit or $35 for a seven day permit. If you did not get the handout at
the April meeting you can go on-line also at http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7917.html to review and download
the New York State fishing regulations. As far as possession limits, you are allowed one daily limit per person.
You may possess an additional 2 days limits providing those fish are processed. Processed is any canned, smoked
or frozen fish. The skins must be on all fillets for identification purposes. MAKE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND
ALL NEW YORK FISHING REGULATIONS AND POSSESSION LIMITS ENTERING BACK INTO
THE U.S. FROM ONTARIO.

The shortest distance to Olcott would be via the Blue Water Bridge through Ontario. However this requires either
a passport or Michigan Enhanced Drivers license. You can apply for the Enhanced Drivers license at any Secre-
tary of State office. Be sure to allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. It is approximately 5 hours to Olcott through On-
tario versus about 8 hours through Ohio and Pennsylvania.

There is a very useful website available at http://www.olcottfishing.com/. It has a lot of information about Olcott
and Western Lake Ontario fishing. Look over this website thoroughly to get a better understanding of fishing this
area. Talk to some charter boat captains once you arrive in Olcott. They can provide some great information.

The Town of Newfane Marina in Olcott will be our headquarters for this event. Dawn, at the Marina, has assured
me there will be plenty of room for the boats that will be attending. Be sure to make your own reservations by
calling (716) 778-5462. Dockage is $1 per foot per night. There are showers available at the Marina. Usage is $1.
Sleeping on your boat is no problem, however sleeping in vehicles in the parking lot is discouraged. There is a
campground right across Lake Road by the Marina which would allow easy access. The Harbor Resort can be con-
tacted at (716) 778-5190 for reservations. In addition, check out the handouts for motels, cottages, or houses to
rent in the area.

We will have the skippers meeting at the Pavilion on the Marina property at 5:00am. The Marina will have coffee
and Danishes available at this time also. The tournament will start at 6:00am. You can run to your favorite spot
and get ready to fish but lines cannot be set until 6:00am. There will be fish calls at 9:00am and 12:00pm on chan-
nel 72. We will pull lines at 2:00pm and you must be in the weigh-in line at the Pavilion at the Marina by 3:00pm.
Be sure to let the port captain know on channel 72 when you are in pier heads at tournaments end. We will have
the usual catered picnic at the weigh-in.

This tournament should be an out of the ordinary experience and should make for a great road trip. It will give our
skippers and crews a chance to explore a new area and should be a good time. We are hoping to have a good turn-
out to make this a successful event. For more information, you can call me at 586-531-9198.

Bob Ksionzek
“Last Dime I1”
Port Captain
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Detroit Area Steelheaders
“Special People Day” Outing

Saturday June 4, 2011

Sterling State Park
2800 State Park Road
Monroe, M| 48162

(734) 289-2715

Each year our Detroit Area Steelheaders organization
hosts a group of “Special People” for a day of fun and
fishing. What is this group of special people? It’s a
group of people young and not so young who face a
physical or emotional challenge. They are men and
women, children and adults who come together one
day each year to spend a day with us having
fun. “Special People Day” is a social outing with their
friends where they spend the morning on Lake Erie
catching fish. After fishing, lunch is provided under
the big tent where our “Special People” socialize and
show off their ‘days catch’. The remainder of the
event is filled with pictures, prizes, and fun.

Boats will launch from the State Park boat launch in
the morning after the Captains meeting. Participants
will join them at the boat launch. When they come in
the participants will de-board the boats at the docks
and will be shuttled to the picnic shelter while the
boats are pulled from the water. Picnic will be held in
one of the parks picnic shelters in the Day Use area.
Captains can bring their boats on the trailers to the pic-
nic area parking lot to park. We will have the picnic
when all Boats and Crews arrive. For those wanting to
spend the night, Sterling State Park has camping.

DAS sponsors this event as a way to give back to our
community but its success comes from the experience
of our members. Each person who helps out knows
they are part of a worthwhile cause and the event is
sustained because our members keep coming back.

This event has continued for over 30 years now and
your help is needed to keep it going. The DAS needs
captains, boats, ground crew helpers, and donations. If
you can help in any way please call DAS *“Special Peo-
ple” chair persons Mary Karakas, Linda Banbury
or Dan Chisholm @ 586-530-9171.

Did you know that your mailing label includes the date your membership expires? The month and year your membership expires is above your name. If it's marked

Reprinted here because of a printer error in the April newsletter
We apologize for any inconvenience
REVENUE
GAME DINNER $48,958
RAFFLES 1,992
DUES 1,850
SUPER SALMON CLINIC 1,807
TOURNAMENTS 1,500
MERCHANDISE SALES 790
MISC __ 253
$57,150
EXPENSE
GAME DINNER $32,025
DONATIONS / SPECIAL PEOPLE 5,796
MEMBERSHIP 4470
NEWSLETTER 3,604
TOURN. TROPHIES 3,289
SUPER SALMON CLINIC 2,766
RAFFLES 1,835
DIRECTOR MTGS. 1,382
MISC 698
MERCHANDISE 687
INSURANCE 549
COALITION: GLSFC, MUCC __ 545
$57,646
CASH FLOW FOR YEAR WAS ($496)
Note the game dinner funds most of our activities.
If we did not have it and made no donations we
would have lost $11,633, and probably have to
close the club. We have our expenses audited by
an independent CPA.
| am available at all meetings to answer any ques-
tions regarding our finances.
Steve Hamilton, Treasurer
yellow, your membership may be close to expiring. Regular memberships are still $25, Senior $10 and Lifetime $150.
See Tom Moores at the regular meeting or send your check to:
Detroit Area Steelheaders, Inc. P.O. Box 1255 Sterling Heights, MI 48311-1255
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Upcoming 2011 DAS Key Dates

May 21-22, 2011 Boat Trolling Tournament
6:00am - 2:00pm Grand Haven (P.C. Ron Pal)
May 31, 2011 Membership Meeting

7:30pm American Polish Cultural Center
June 4, 2011 Special People Outing

8:00am - 12:00pm Sterling State Park Monroe, Mi
June 11, 2011 Boat Trolling Tournament
6:00am - 2:00pm Olcott, NY (P.C. Bob Ksionzek)
June 28, 2011 Membership Meeting

7:30pm American Polish Cultural Center
July 9, 2011 Boat Trolling Tournament
6:00am - 2:00pm Pentwater (P.C. Joe Von Grabe)
July 12, 2011 BOD Meeting

7:00pm American Polish Cultural Center
July 26, 2011 Membership Meeting

7:30pm American Polish Cultural Center
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