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Sea lamprey threat is growing!

Your help is urgently needed to pre-
vent the sea lamprey control program
from being critically weakened through
lack of adequate funding.

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission,
which maintains chemical control of lam-
preys and supports research to find better
control systems, estimates total funding
needs’ for control and research in the next
current fiscal year will be $156.5 million.
This compares with the $6.8 million al-
located for the current fiscal year.

That funding level hasn’t been increas-
ed in years, largely because of PUBLIC
APATHY about the lamprey problem,
Failure to provide adequate funding now
could have a devastating effect on sport
and commercial fishingin the Great Lakes.

ERADICATION of the sea tamprey
from the Great Lakes should be our
NUMBER ONE CONCERN as Steel-
headers. Any fish species swimming
in the Great Lakes will eventually be
ruined by the lamprey, and our favorite
targets, salmon and trout, will be among
the first to go, if the lamprey is not
dealt with permanently.

One need only look at what happened
in the 1950’s to see what the future of
sport fishing on the Great Lakes will look
like if the inadequate current efforts at
sea lamprey CONTROL are continued
unchanged. And to underscore the extent
of the problem currently, | have received
recent verification of lamprey infestation
being discovered in Lake St. Clair. The
reality of the ABUNDANCE of sea lam-
prey in Lake Huron can easily be deter-
mined by talking to anyone who fishes
there, from Rogers City to Port Austin.

In addition to the problem of insuf-
ficient funding, it seems to me that there
is a problem of intent and direction. Sea
lamprey CONTROL means that we will
have to live with the problem indefinitely
into the future, and our interests will
always be subject to political pressures to
reduce the control funding. If, instead,
we ELIMINATE sea lampreys, there’s an
end to the problem, once and for all.
Given all the tax money and fees paid by
sport fishermen, there should never be a
shortage of money to deal with the
problems that affect sport fishing!
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The lamprey issue is arguably the most
important one facing Great Lakes sport
fishermen at this time. You can help avert
this serious threat to Great Lakes fishing
by writing to your congressman and sen-
ators, and to the chairmen of the appro-
priate congressional committe: ;, express-
ing your concern over the lamprey prob-
lem and urging their support for funding
the lamprey control program at the $15.5
million level for fiscal year 1990.

If you don‘t know the name of your
representative in Congress, consult your
local public library. Michigan’s two sen-
ators can be addressed as follows: Hon.
Donald W. Riegle, Jr., SD105, Dirksen
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510; Hon. Carl Levin, Russell Senate
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

Senators and representative who are
in a position to influence spending for
sea lamprey control and who also should
be contacted are listed below.

*» Sen. Alfonse D’Amato, Com. on Ap-
propriations, 520 Senate Hart Ofc. Bidg.,
Wash., D.C. 20510.

*» Sen. Ernest Hollings, Chmn., Senate
Subcom. on Commerce, Justice, State, the
Judiciary and Related Agencies, 125 Sen.
Russell Ofc. Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20510.

= . Sen. Robert Byrd, Chmn_, Sen. Sub-
com. on Interior, 311 Senate Hart Ofc.
Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20510.

Rep. Sidney R. Yates, Chmn., House
Subcom. on Interior, 2234 Rayburn House
Ofc. Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20515.

+» Rep. Neal Smith, Chmn., House Sub-
com. on Commerce, Justice, State, the Ju-
diciary and Related Agencies, 2373 Ray-
burn House Ofc. Bidg., Wash. D.C. 20515.
* Rep. Jamie Whitten, Chmn., House Ap-
propriations Com., 2314 Rayburn House
Ofc. Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20515.

It'll take many letters to convince “‘the
powers that be’’ to provide adequate fund-
ing for sealamprey programs. Don’t leave

»*

should do it now!!
—Joel Garinger
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FISHIN' TALES is published monthly by the
DETRO!IT AREA STEELHEADERS, Views
expressed in it are those of the authors, and
the Editor. Its purpose is to inform members
of events which affect sportfishermen, and to
teach and guide the public to respect and
appreciate our Great Lakes, rivers and land.

* K K

Material published in FISHIN’ TALES may
be reprinted, provided proper credit is given
to the author, and to FISHIN’ TALES as the
source of the material, and that one complete
copy of the publication including the reprint
is sent to the Editor upon publication.
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Here’s 3 new rigs to try!

There’s something new in salmon/steelhead rigs that seems to be very effective, ac-
cording to reports, Developed and in use in the Pacific Northwest, the different set-ups
diagrammed below offer three ways to run two lures at once that work very wel! on
spring kings and summer steelhead.

The first one is a double-plug arrangement. Tie a deep-diving plug onto a 14"-20"
dropper and run it off a swivel, off which you hang another leader 4’-5’ long carrying
another plug. The resulting double-diving action seems to infuriate the fish into striking.

The second one uses a free-sliding Jet Diver. Attach a swivel about 4 feet above a
plug or wing bobber and bait. Run a dropper 6'-10"" long (or longer) down to a Jet Div-
er; the dropper will slide along the main line above the swivel while the baited hook is
further back on a 4'-5' leader, enticing strikes.

The third one uses a diver on a 14'-20" dropper again, but in this case there's a
trailing leader 18'"-24"’ long running back to a Birdy Drifter and bait. The dropper again
rides on a snap above the main line swivel. A 4'-5’ leader trails back to another Birdy
and bait combination.

It is reported that using an attractant such as Berkley’s new powder, Alive, helps
considerably,. Alive turns into a slime as soon as it is dampened, and sticks to the lure
without washing off. The fish-attracting scents remain to do their job. Try these new
ideas in the coming weeks, and let us know how they work out for you.

—~New Combo Backtrolling Setups -

Free Sliding Jet Diver & Bait Backtrolling Rig

~ ToR, Bead
—_T 2Rog

Swivel
7
45

—2
Birdy Drifter & Bait
{Sand Shrimp or Eggs)

7,
\?)'V dJet Diver

Free Sliding Jet Diver/Double Bait Backtrolling Rig

od Swwel
4-5 O
. B — S

wavei U, Birdy Drifter & Bait

N
R
Jet Diver \gl 18°24"#3 Birdy Drifter & Bait___
*

Free Sliding Double Plug Backtrolling Rig

Bead
To Rog Swivel
4-5 !
Swi\ﬁl % Medium Size Plug Y4 oz.
2, S.E. Hot Shot

#30 or #40 Hot Shot

2
R
> Yoz Hot Lips Extra Deep Diver Steelhead Probe
oy .
oming Events

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

(Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.)
KN/GHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 6177 CHICAGO ROAD, WARREN

JUNE 27, 1989 . JULY 25, 1989 . AUGUST 29, 1989
BOAT TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
DATE LOCATION CONTACT
June 24 OSCODA (Sunday Team Doubles) Bob Mitchell
July 22-23 LUDINGTON Gene Burbary
August 5 MANISTEE (Ladies Day) Bill Shackleton

August 19-20
September 9

ROGERS CITY
FRANKFORT

Tim Graskewicz
Don Redmond



June 1989

FISHIN' TALES

Page Three

For Your
Freformation

DeSHANO IS JUNE SPEAKER

Bruce DeShano of Off-Shore Tackle
Co. of Port Austin will speak at the
June membership meeting. Bruce manu-
factures and distributes fishing equip-
ment, and is a successful charter captain
and winner of several ‘money’’ tourna-
ments. He also owns and operates a
marina and tackle store. His presentation
promises to be very interesting, so we
hope to see you all there.

* K K

JULY IS ‘LUDINGTON TIME!’

One of our favorite ports is on tap
for the weekend of July 22-23. We're
referring to Ludington, of course!

1t'll be time to try to top the mark set
there last year by Dave Even’s ““Teacher’s
Pet,’”” when they notched a great win with
225.07 tourney points!

We also hear that Dick (“The Fog’’)
Jackson of ‘’Voyageur’’ has a challenge
out to anyone to beat that big (23 Ib.
7 0z.) king he put in the net last year.
The word we get is that Dick’s saying
something about a six-pack . . . .

Remember, this is a two-day event so
boats MUST fish Sunday to be eligible.

Sable Point and the Bath House will
probably be popular spots, but don‘t
overlook the idea of going straight out
from the pier heads to 100’ of water
and putting down some ‘flashy stuff’
for lakers, in case the king action slows.

Baits for kings will likely include
those ol’ reliable dodger/squid combos,
white/pearl dodger trailing black squid,
and chrome dodger with yellow squid
behind it, each hooked up about five
to ten feet behind the ball.

Be sure to monitor water tempera-
ture. Last year there was an inversion,
with the cooler temperatures in the
top 40 feet of water. That's where
many of the kings were hooked up!

Gene Burbary will be Port Captain
again this year, doing his usual outstand-
ing job of running the tournament, so
let's all be checking the wheel lugs and
buddy bearings. See you at the docks!

—Dick Shirk

* ok K

BOB KRING IS CONTACT
FOR FISHIN' TALES
CIRCULATION QUESTIONS

Some members report having en-
countered difficulties in getting their
Fishin’ Tales. Every effort is made to
ensure each member receives his copy
on time, but things occasionally go
wrong. The proper person to contact,

and the ONLY one with correct infor-
mation and the means to remedy a
problem, is club treasurer Bob Kring.
Bob handles the mailing of the news-
letter, so he is the one best able to do
whatever can be done to help you.

It is worth pointing out that Fishin’
Tales is mailed as bulk mail in order to
save money. This class of mail, while
cheaper, is frequently slower to arrive. In
fact, the U.S. Post Office will not even
look into a late delivery complaint
concerning bulk mail until 30 DAYS after
it is sent. Usually, bulk mail is handled
the same as first class, but not always!

*x * K

CITIZEN'S AGENDA FOR
CLINTON RIVER CLEAN-UP
IS PROPOSED

Nearly 100 people met on the shores
of Lake St. Clair in mid-January to dis-
cuss and propose a citizen’s agenda for
clean-up of the Clinton River, one of
42 "Areas of Concern’’ in the Great
Lakes basin. After a series of work-
shops and panel discussions, the partici-
pants developed a set of recommendations
concerning Clinton River restoration
activities. Several public participation
activities were specifically cited for
potential use in assisting with the Clinton
River clean-up process.

For further information about the
Clinton River clean-up, contact Kevin
Mills at the East Michigan Environmental
Action Council, 21220 West Fourteen
Mile Road, Birmingham, Michigan 48010,
(313) 258-5188.

* * %

THUMB CHARTER
CAPTAINS ORGANIZE

Eighteen charter captains based in
ports in the Thumb area of Michigan
have formed a trade association called
Thumb Area Charters.

The group says its aims include pro-
moting the professionalism of captains
in the area, publicizing area ports through
weekly fishing reports to the news media,
and seeking improved dockage and harbor
facilities.

* kK

CHARTER FISHING
SALMON & TROUT

LAKE MICHIGAN

LUDINGTON. MICHIGAN

WITH

WITH CAPT. BOB KRING

ABOARD

“DRIFTER”

FULLY EQUIPPED
28 FT. CHEROKEE
R-K SPORTFISHING CHARTERS
P.0.Box 16320 - Clarkston, MI148016
(313) 625-8397 (313) 625-4280

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CITES FISHIN' TALES
COSTS, SEEKSWAYS TO
MEET EXPENSES WITHOUT
DUES INCREASE

Fishin® Tales, our Detroit Area
Steelheader chapter newsletter, is by
far the finest of any Steelheader chap-
ter. It is also the most expensive.

In 1988, we spent $9289 on our
newsletter. We did get $1075 in adver-
tising income to help offset those costs,
so the net cost was $8214. We averaged
325 members during 1988. The 1988
newsletter net cost per member was
$25.27. But the chapter's dues are
$14 per year (the M.S.S.F.A. gets $16
per year of your $30 total dues).

So we had a loss of over $11 per
member on the 1988 newsletters,

Your Board of Directors feels very
strongly that the Fishin’ Tales quality
must be maintained, without a dues
increase. We have been able to do this
by having other fund-raisers, such as
our regular raffles, our Cooler Raffle,
the Annual Raffle, the Spring Show,
and boat tournaments. We also print a
few monthly updates instead of full
Fishin’ Tales issues during the slow
months.

We thought you should be aware
of this information, and we thank those
members who have supported our club,
and Fishin’ Tales, by helping our other
fund-raisers.

What other help could we get to
hetp this situation?

1) Participation by ALL members in
our fund-raisers, by either selling raffle
tickets, or buying their own,

2) Additional paid advertising. Some
members have some ads; we could use
some more,

3) Increased membership. New members
joining would increase gross membership
dues intake and would lower the per-
member cost of the newsletter with very
little extra newsletter expense.

If you have any comments about this
article, please talk to any Director.

—Board of Directors

Fish
Beautiful
Lake Huron

FOR:
- TROPHY SALMON « LAKE TROUT
» WALLEYE + PERCH

I ROM
« PORT AUSTIN - ALPENA
« PORT SANILAC

wiih
- CAPT. MIKE ZELKOWSKI .

ABOARD
« “SILVER FOX'" «
{281 1. BAHA WLE KLNDLR)
turty rQuert
TOR A MLMORARBLL
FISHING EAPERIENCL!
{Apail thiough Ocober)

ILVER FOX

CHARTER SERVICE

Call:
(313) 526-3236




FISHIN' TALES

Fog plagues Muskegon tourney

The weekend of May 20-21 found
the Detroit Area Steelheader tourna-
ment fleet at the port of Muskegon
for the third boat tourney of the sea-
son. In addition to the regular Satur-
day competition, this event featured
the popular Team Doubles action to
round out the weekend’s fun.

Twenty-six boats were represented
at the 5:00 a.m. Saturday Skippers’
Meeting — unfortunately, fog showed
up as well, forcing a postponement
of the 6 o‘clock start back to 6:30
a.m., in the hopes of having a bit more
light to work with,

Despite reassurance from the weath-
erman that the fog would be ‘dissi-
pating,’”” many boats reported at the
9 o'clock fish call that the fog was

— —stiff Wampering their activities, in some
cases limiting visibility to 150 vyards
or less! A LORAN-C was definitely
an asset under those conditions. Skip-
pers who had them but didn't really
know how to use them well learned,
and learned fast!! Boats without the
LORAN were forced to run compass/

Page Four June 1989
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FIRST PLACE: “"EXAGGERATOR’’ with Steve Banovic, Mike Hedte, Anthony Bano-

time courses.

Then there were the freighters! Some
were leaving Muskegon, while others
were on their way in to the port. We
found out that NOTHI/NG gives you
goose bumps the way the sound of
a fog horn from one of the big ships
does. You hear it (!}, but you don’t
see it . . . and YOU KNOW THAT IT'S
CLOSE BY!!

As the day progressed, the fog didn‘t

vic and Ed Yankoski Il.

. once again the weatherman proved
that he’s just guessing, the same as
the rest of us. When we wrapped up
the fishing at 2 o'clock the fog was still
present, but by 3:30, after a rain, the
wind increased and visibility was up
to five miles. Oh well.

Sunday was a different story, with
a clear sky and brisk winds. Everybody
found the pier heads, and everybody

caught fish, something which proved
very satisfying to all those who stayed
around for the Team Doubles. Perhaps
it takes some adversity to make one
appreciate the little things in life . . ..
Thanks to everybody for all their co-
operation in helping to make this a
successful tournament,
—Doug Karakas
*“Capt’'n Hook"’

MUSKEGON TOURNAMENT (MAY 20, 1989)

BOAT/SKIPPER CATCH (By species and weight of individual fish) PTS.

1) .... EXAGGERATOR (Steve Banovic) ....... K11.04, L9.15, L9.03, B8.07, L8.02, L7.15, L7.09, L6.11.. ... 109.02
2) .... NOMAD (BobHerman) .............. K14.05, L9.13,L7;02, L7.01, K505 . .................. 68.10
3) .... HALFR'S(RayGlime) .............. K15.09, K14.07, K10.04 .. ... ... ... . .. ... 65.04
4) .... CAPT'NHOOK (Doug Karakas) . ........ L7.02, 1.7.00, K6.04, K3.12, K213 . .. .. .. .. ... . 51.15
5) .... LITTLE BIGJOHN (John Chwalibog) . .. .. L8.11, L8.07, K6.04, L3.11 . . . ... ... . . . e 47.01
6) .... TRENA DAWN (Don Redmond) ........ K9.10, K5.15, L5.05, K3.06 . . . . ..... .. it ienn 44.04
7) .... NETPROPHET (Bill Shackleton) . .. ... .. K6.06, K6.00, L4.06, K3.03 . . ... .. ... ..ttt 39.15
8 .... KEMO {(BobMitchell)................ L9.04, L8.12, L3.04 . . . ... . e 36.04
9) .... FISH'NROD (RodCoffey) ............ K19.15, KB.OT . . . . . o e e e e 36.00

10) .... HAPPY BARE (Don Anton) ........... K13.08, L8.02 . . .. ... . e e 31.10

BOAT/SKIPPER PTS. BOAT/SKIPPER PTS.

11) ... ALICE'S ANGLER (LesJump)........ 26.15 19) ... LIL' SCRATCH (Dick Shirk) ........ 11.02

12) ... WET PAINT (Mike Wakulski) . ........ 26.04 20) .. MY VALENTINE (Robert Saunders) ... 9.03

13) ... TOLEDO MAD DOG (Sherm Mosher) . 2410 21} ... HARMONY (Tim Graskewicz) ....... 8.02

14} ... TEACHER'S PET (Dave Even) ........ 22.02 50) ... KARE-FREE (Tom Moores)

15) ... RETURNER (Darwin Gregg) ......... 20.12 50) ... HEADSTRONG (Paul Dedenbach)

16) ... RENEGADE (BobPatyk) ........... 20.09 50) ... VOYAGEUR (Dick Jackson)

17) ... CONTENDER (Mike Tomlan)......... 17.14 50) . MOLLY FRAIR (Ron Hartman)

18) ... MY DREAM (Jim Hardrick) .......... 15.13 50) MISERY 3 (Al Schultz)

B = BROWN TROUT " K= KING SALMON L = LAKE TROUT
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SECOND PLACE:
Herman, Phil Andres and Roger Haley.

|A few words

about weather
WEATHER, noun. The climate of an
hour. A permanent topic of conversa-
tion among persons whom it does not
interest, but who have inherited the ten-
dency to chatter about it from naked
arboreal ancestors whom it keenly
concerned. The setting up of official
weather bureaus and their maintenance
in mendacity prove that even govern-
ments are accessible to suasion by the
rude forefathers of the jungle.
* * o
Once | dipt into the future far as
human eye could see,
And | saw the Chief Forecaster, dead
as any one can be —
Dead and damned and shut in Hades
as a liar from his birth,
With a record of unreason seldom
paralleled on earth.
While I looked he reared him solemnly,
that incandescent youth,
From the coals that he’d preferred to
the advantages of truth,
He cast his eyes about him and
above him; then he wrote
On a slab of thin asbestos what |
venture here to quote —
For | read it in the rose-light of the
everlasting glow:
“Cloudy; variable winds, with local
showers, cooler, snow.”’
Halcyon Jones.
Quoted from ““The Devil’s Dictionary,”’
‘a book by Ambrose Bierce published in
1911. Bierce was a noted American
journalist, writer, humorist and satirist
who disappeared in Mexico in 1913,
possibly in pursuit of good weather. It
is not recorded whether Bierce was a
fisherman, but judging from the above,
it seems likely he was. —Editor

NOMAD" with Bob THIRD PLACE: “HALF R'S” with Ray SIXTHPLACE: “TRENADAWN’ withDon

Glime, Ron Huey and Joyce Huey. Redmond, Rod Elnick and Larry Boyer.

| 7 QO 5 IO .

FOURTH PLACE: “CAPT'N HOOK’' with Doug Karakas, Mary Karakas, Mike Lehto
and Jerry Zabel.

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP

“Your One Stop Fishing Shop”

NOW WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

OUR NEW, LARGER STORE! THE ORIGINAL LAKESIDE!
34801 Grand River 25110 Jefferson at 10 Mite Road

Farmington, Michigan 48024 St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48081
o al / - d i1

Y%-mile east of Drake Road Send ALL mail orders to
In the World-Wide Shopping Center the Jefferson store
STORENUMBER ..................c0onnn 473-2030 STORENUMBER ..............ccivvnnnen 777-7003
FISHING REPORT ........... .. ciieennnn 4732033 FISHING REPORT ........... ..oy 777-7008

mesnd
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MUSKEGON TOURNAMENT
TEAM DOUBLES
(MAY 21, 1989)

Team
Boat & Score Total

1) NOMAD - 4109 ........ 90.13
VOYAGEUR ~ 49.04

2) CAPT'N HOOK — 56.03 ... 90.08
KARE-FREE - 34.05

3) FISH'N ROD —38.12 ... .. 72.09
LIL* SCRATCH — 33.13

4) KEMO -3500 ......... 60.05
MY VALENTINE — 25.05 )

5) HAPPY BARE —29.09 . ... 59.00

MY DREAM — 29.07

6) TEACHER'S PET —10.09 .. 57.08
HALF R’'S — 46.15

7) EXAGGERATOR —45.12 .. 56.15
MOLLY FRAIR — 11.03

8) WET PAINT ~19.06 ..... 51.14
CONTENDER — 32.08

9) TRENA DAWN —10.00 ... 26.10

HEADSTRONG — 16.10

10} TOLEDO MADDOG —0... 21.14
RETURNER — 21,14

11) NET PROPHET — 11.10 ... 21.13
HARMONY - 10.03

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO
FISHIN’ TALES
are available for $12 per year
— Use order form on Page Seven —

NEED A FISHING PARTNER

OR :
ANOTHER CREW MEMBER?
7
Do you want to fish in the
Boat Trolling Tournaments
but don’t have a boat?
If the answer is yes to either of these
questions, make a telephone call and
have your wishes come true!

CREWS
Hot Line

TO SIGN UP, CONTACT: I

GENE BURBARY —725-5935
OR

DOUG KARAKAS—-545-1181

CREWS HOT LINE is a Detroit Area
Steelheader club service for members.

b Y 25 Faud . §
FIRST PLACE: "NOMAD’* with Bob Herman, Phil Andres and Roger Haley.
“VOYAGEUR'" with Dick Jackson and Harry Wampler.

el
W

SECOND PLACE: “CAPT'N HOOK'’ with Doug Karakas, Mike Lehto and Jerry Zabel.
“KARE-FREE" with °

“FISH'N ROD'’ with Rod Coffey, Rick Kittle and Jerry Rhodigan.
“LIL’ SCRATCH" with Dick Shirk, Al Werner and Ed Pabisz,

"GREAT-LAKE

.t =
CHARTER -TRAINTING

CONSIDERING CHARTERING? YOU NEED A LICENSE!
GREAT LAKES CHARTER TRAINING

© Will prepare you for the Coast Guard exam with the best possible training
methods available,

* Michigan’s oldest, established marine training service,
¢ Has the only staff certified by the Michigan Department of Fducation.
¢ Guarantces results

* U.A.W. mcmbers may be eligible for tuition assistance.
FULL SERVICE TRAINING
Now Offering U.S.C.G.-Approved CPR First Aid Certification Classes
NEW! ASSISTANCE TOWING CLASSES NEW!

For information, contact:
DAVE WADDELL, 5057 Elmhurst, Royal Oak, Michigan 48073
(313) 280-1848
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Wetlands Critical To Fish Populations

A vital relationship exists between

Michigan’s outstanding sport fishery
and its wetland areas. Sometimes labeled
as nature’s masterpieces, Michigan’s wet-
land areas are critical to our state’s
fish population.

Good fish production and survival
depends on good water quality. And
good water quality depends upon how
the water moves over the land, through
the soil, and into our state’s lakes, streams
and groundwater reserves.

The water quality of a given lake
or stream, then, is largely determined
by the water which flows into it. Mich-
igan’s wetland areas effectively pro-
tect those waters in a variety of ways.

Of particular importance to fish
is the recharge of surface water run-
off. Wetland areas also serve as crit-

"~ jcally important spawning, nursery and

feeding grounds for the state’s fish
population. They furnish critical home
habitat for most of Michigan's turtles
and various other reptilian species,
and for the state's amphibian popu-
lation of frogs, toads, and salaman-
ders as well.

Whether water-covered on a year-
round basis or during times of seasonal
flooding only, marshy wetlands are often
adjacent to the state’s many streams
and lakes. Here they function in the
important role of natural nursery area
and cafeteria, hosting various fish, bird,
and mammal populations. Especially
crucial to juvenile fish, these marshy
wetland areas and the wealth of plants

found growing in them may also offer
the young needed cover from pred-
ators.

A variety of sport fish species pop-
ular with Michigan anglers, including
the bluegill and other sunfish, both
largemouth and smallmouth bass, vyel-
low perch, and northern pike as well
as carp, spend all or part of their lives
in wetlands. Those Michigan wetiand
areas where fish can be found provide
countless hours of angling enjoyment
each year to the state sportsperson
who actively fishes for them. Bass an-
glers, in particular, regularly prowl
such areas in search of trophy fish.

It can be shown that virtually all
of Michigan’s freshwater fish species
have wetland ties of one sort or an-

upon which other fishes routinely feed,
reside at one stage or another of their
lives in the state’s marshy wetland areas.
Attracted there by the wealth of food-
stuffs and suitable habitat found in
such wetlands, forage fish are a key
link in the food chain and of critical
importance to predatory sport species.
The elimination of a wetland area
which normally hosts such forage spe-
cies could result in a subsequent re-
duction of the number of sport fishes
available to Michigan’s anglers. A wet-
land’s destruction can also harm the
state’s sport fishery in a direct manner
by cutting the amount of productive
spawning and nursery habitat they need.
Lake St. Clair is a prime example

PLEASE NOTE: Vendors are welcome to set up and sell at the back of the hall during
Member meetings. See President Even about set-up fees, table placements, etc.

of the critical relationship which exists
between Michigan’s wetland areas and
its sport fishery. One of the Midwest’s
most respected sport fisheries, its rep-
utation depends in large part on the
rich coastal wetlands of the St. Clair
River and adjacent St. Johns marsh.
This famed St. Clair Flats area is ac-
knowledged as one of North Amer-
ica’s top freshwater wetlands.

The variety of non-salmonid fish-
ing opportunities offered in Michigan
waters of the Great Lakes — such as
the world-class walleye fisheries which
have developed in recent years in Lake
Erie and Saginaw Bay — can be traced,
at least in part, to our state’s rich coast-
al wetlands.

Sadly, more than two-thirds of that

__other._For__example, many. _forage fish,_ __wealth._ of coastal wetland—has—been— -—

destroyed since Michigan’s pre-settlement
days due to human activity.

It has been estimated that the annual
economic value of sportfishing activity in
our state is in excess of $2,000,000,000.
A significant portion of that amount
results from the state’s top-notch salmon
fishing opportunities. Not surprisingly,
those opportunities owe much to the
existence of Michigan’s coastal wetlands,

It is these wetlands, particularly
the ones located around the so-called
drowned river mouths such as Mus-
kegon Lake and Lake Macatawa which
empty into Lake Michigan, in which
large populations of forage fish can
be found. Reared in the wetlands, these
forage species, such as the alewife,
routinely spend their adult lives in

Continued on next page . ../
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MICHIGAN WETLAND
AREAS ARE CRITICAL
TO STATE FISH
POPULATIONS AND
MUST BE PRESERVED

.. ./Continued from Page Seven

the big lakes, where they serve as prey
for the salmon. Such prey species are
crucial to the state’s fine salmon sport
fishery.

In the final analysis, though, the
single most valuable product of a wet-
land area just may be those public amen-
ities which would seem to hold relatively
little monetary value for the private
landowner. In recognition of the pub-
lic's growing appreciation for Michi-
gan’s wetlands, some of the state’s
more progressive developers, as well
as a number of concerned private indi-
viduals, are at work at ways in which
to preserve existing wetland areas when-
ever possible.

As part of a report published in
1978 on the fish, wildlife, and recre-
ational values of Michigan’s coastal

wetlands, authors Eugene Jaworski and
C. Nicholas Raphael estimated that
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an acre of wetland was worth $286.00

to the state’s sport fishery. While Ja- -

worski and Raphael made no similar
estimate of the economic value attrib-
uted to Michigan’s inland wetlands
(areas where data are too often non-
existent} and its fishery, it may be
assumed to be similar. General infla-
tion over the intervening years no doubt
renders the eleven-year-old estimate of
coastal wetland value low.

Because wetlands are so vital to
Michigan fish and the state’s sport fish-
ery and because they play a host of
other no less important roles as well,
the Department of Natural Resources
(D.N.R.) Fisheries Division stands firm-
ly committed to efforts aimed at the
protection and preservation of these
incredibly . rich areas. The knowledge-
able Michigan angler aware of wetlands’
value to the state’s fishery would surely
concur in those efforts.

—Steve Acker

Fisheries Division

Michigan D.N.R.
Reprinted from the Natural Resources
Register, June 1989,

The
DEADLINE
for the

JULY FISHIN’ TALES
issue is
JUNE 27, 1989

Want Ads: |

FOR SALE — Lone Star 21 Weekender
with trailer, excellent condition, fishing
equipment optional, $4500 or best offer.

Call Jerry Zabel: 398-9419

WANTED — A good woman whocan ciean
and cook fish, digworms, sew, who owns
good fishing boat & motor. Please send
photo of boat & motor. Would like im-
mediate reply as Ladies Day is August 5.

Write: ““Half R’s,”” P.O. Box 16320,
Clarkston, M| 48016




