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DISEASE & SHRINKING FORAGE BASE ARE CITED AS CAUSES

Chinook Salmon Declining in Lake Michigan

Lake Michigan’s renowned chinook sal-
mon fishery is declining. Dramatic reduc-
tions in chinook populations worry ang-
lers and fisheries managers in Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota.

Chinook salmon, the ‘“’backbone’’ of
the Lake Michigan fishery, are dying, said
Mike Hansen, a fisheries specialist for the
Wisconsin D.N.R. The problem was so
bad during the past two springs that
beaches on southern Lake Michigan were
littered with dead chinook.

The number of Lake Michigan chinook
taken by Wisconsin charter fishermen in
1988 decreased by about 50% from 1987,
Hansen said. The number taken by Michi-
gan anglers decreased 64% from 1986 to
1988, according to the Michigan D.N.R.

The two most likely causes for this
alarming decline are disease and ashortage
of alewives, the chinook’s favorite food.

Chinook appear to be dying from bac-
terial kidney disease (BKD), said James
Kitchell, Sea Grantresearcher and zoology
professor at the University of Wisconsin,

BKD causes kidney irritation and swelling.
It was introduced when Pacific salmon
were first planted in the Great Lakes dur-
ing the 1960's. The bacteria can be trans-
mitted from mother to egg and from one
fish to another. It becomes lethal only
when a fish has the disease for a long time
or becomes stressed.

The incidence of BKD has gone up
dramatically, Hansen says. Hatchery man-
agers routinely test spawning fish, and of
60 fish tested each year, the Wisconsin
D.N.R. found only one BKD carrier in
1986 compared to 40 carriers in 1988,

BKD is not yet a problem in Lake
Superior, but the disease is present
there. “We have found spawning fish
carrying BKD,’' says Darryl Bathel with
the French River (Wisconsin) hatchery.

BKD is not the only reason chinook
salmon are in trouble. Many researchers
question whether Lake Michigan's forage
base can continue to support large
chinook populations. Alewives, which are
not native to the Great Lakes, are the chi-
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nook'’s preferred food. Alewives were ex-
tremely abundant until 1982-1984, when
populations declined. Today, alewife pop-
ulations are only 10%-15% of what they
were in the 1970’'s, Kitchell said.

Chubs, Lake Michigan’s native food
species, are now abundant, but chinook
are not eating them instead of alewives.
Chinook may be particularly sensitive to
forage base limitations, since other Lake
Michigan predator fish such as coho and
steelhead are thriving, said Hansen.

The Lake Michigan forage base has gone
through similar fluctuations, but with dif-
ferent species. For 25 years, a non-native
species, rainbow smelt, dominated the for-
age base. Smelt populations declined by
90% from 1979 to 1980. Although the
native lake herring have increased, both
lake trout — Lake Superior's dominant
predator — and chinook salmon still prefer
smelt, according to Sea Grant researchers.

Meanwhile, anglers are demanding
more chinook in Lake Michigan. The
Michigan D.N.R. will plant about 3.4
million chinook in 1989, about 1 million
more than usual.

If chinook are dying in part because of
reduced alewife populations, adding more
chinook is the wrong thing to do, Kitchell
said. Chinook salmon put more pressure
on the forage base than other predators;
they spend two more seasons in the lake
than coho salmon, and they grow much
faster than lake trout.

People think stocking is the answer to
all fisheries problems, but lots of things
can go wrong when a fishery is sustained
by stocking, Hansen said. “We ask people
from Lake Superior why they want a
Lake Michigan-type fishery up there, one
that is propped up by hatcheries and
could come tumbling down."”

Lake Superior has an advantage over
Lake Michigan, since fish reproduce nat-
urally there. Hence, the fishery is less

Continued on Page Six . ../
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FISHIN’ TALES is published monthly by the
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS. Views
expressed in it are those of the authors, and
the Editor. Its purpose is to inform members
of events which affect sportfishermen, and to
teach and guide the public to respect and
appreciate our Great Lakes, rivers and land.
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Material published in FISHIN' TALES may
be reprinted, provided proper credit is given
to the author, and to FISHIN’ TALES as the
source of the material, and that one complete
copy of the publication including the reprint
is sent to the Editor upon publication.
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1989 BOAT TROLLING TOURNAMENT SEASON FINALE
SET FOR FRANKFORT ON SEPTEMBER 9
WITH “SKIPPER OF THE YEAR"" HONORS ON THE LINE!

Well, people, it's just hard to believe that the last scheduled boat trolling tour-
nament for 1989 is upon us. It seems like we just put our boats in the water yesterday
for the River Crab tourney and here we are, getting ready to head for Frankfort to
wrap up the season.

There seems to be something special about the first and last tournaments of the
year. In the beginning, it's the great anticipation of de-winterizing and putting the
ol’ tub in the water for the first time. At this time, it’s the sorry feeling of the end
of the boat trolling season quickly closing in. Fortunately, the memories and camarad-
erie of the season make the long, cold winter a little more bearable, though, and you
can always look forward to the first outing of next spring!

Frankfort should produce a mixed bag for us, with Kings and Lakers within one to

two miles of shore, and Steelies maybe eight to ten miles off shore. Preferred baits will
probably be J-Plugs and spoons for close-in fish, and body baits and Hot-N-Tots for
Steelies. Definitely take along the Yellow Birds and planer boards.

We have a challenge out to the Benzie Chapter to see which club can catch the most
weight in the top ten boats, so let's all be at our best. Don Redmond will serve as Port
Captain, so any questions about the port should be directed to Don at 469-8344

Drive carefully, check the drain plug and the bearing buddies and we’ll see you
all at Frankfort!

—Dick Shirk

* * K

A BIG KING PORT IS ON TAP FOR DETROITERS
IN LATE AUGUST

A lot of Detroit Area Steelheaders have been eagerly awaiting the weekend of
August 19 and 20. Those dates mark our annual drive to Rogers City, probably the
top port on Lake Huron for giant Kings. Don Redmond from “Trena Dawn’’ will
attest to that. Last year while fishing out of that port, Don and his crew experienced
their first quad! Talk about a fire driit . . .1!

Just about anywhere out in the water off Rogers City will produce fish, although
the most popular spot will be out from the mouth of Swan Bay. Try running magnum
spoons or J-Plugs, greens and chartreuses. There will probably be a lot of boats up there,
so0 you may have to run lines a little on the short side behind the ball; 15’-20’ down
should be a good depth to run them.

We still own the traveling trophy from last year, so we have to stay tough again this
year, andshow those Northwest Steelheaders that we're no pushover! Due to the quality of
the fishing at Rogers City this time of year, | suggest arriving there as early as possible in
order to acquire a boat slip. So, until then, drive safely — |1l see you at the docks!

—Dick Shirk
Boat Trolling Chairman

Coming Events

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
(Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.)
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 6177 CHICAGO ROAD, WARREN

August 29, 1989 . September 26, 1989 . October 31, 1989
* * *
BOAT TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
DATE LOCATION CONTACT
August 19-20 ROGERS CITY Tim Graskewicz'
September 9 FRANKFORT Don Redmond
* * *
RIVER TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Date Event
OCTOBER 7 SINGING BRIDGE
NOVEMBER 4 MANISTEE RIVER (3-way)
DECEMBER 2 AU SABLE RIVER
JANUARY 13 PERE MARQUETTE RIVER

FEBRUARY (early)
FEBRUARY (late)

CONGER BAY (ice fishing)
W.A.T.A. SUPER TOURNAMENT

— BoatTrolting Chairmman- —-
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For Your
Treformation

BOARD ANNOUNCES
SPECIAL RAFFLE

The Board of Directors has decided to
hold a special raffle to raise money for
club activities (TV and VCR for all shows
and publicity). This raffle features the
Michigan Lifetime Fishing License with
Trout Stamp — a $440 value — as-the
grand prize, something EVERY Detroit
Area Steelheader would love to have!

Tickets are $10 each, with only 200
tickets TOTAL available. The drawing
will take place on Tuesday, September
26, 1989 at 8:00 p.m. at the St. Pius X
Knights of Columbus Hall, 6177 Chicago
Rd., Warren, Mich. during the September
general meeting. Tickets are available
from any Board member, and you needn’t

be present to win, Good Luck!
* * *

SEPTEMBER MEETING
FEATURES RIVER/SURF
PREVIEWS
Fall is fast approaching, so it's time to
think about river/surf fishing opportuni-
ties in Michigan. There’ll be presentations
at the September meeting on our Fall/
Winter schedule, and the ““How to . . .”” of
river/surf fishing for newcomers to those
sports. 1’'m also planning some research
trips to new and different spots. | hope-
you all attend the September meeting,
and keep your eye on Fishin’ Tales for
further announcements, or call me.
—Doug Karakas
River/Surf Chairman

NEED A FISHING PARTNER

OR
l ANOTHER CREW MEMBER?
7
Do you want to fish in the
Boat Trolling Tournaments
but don’t have a boat?
If the answer is yes to either of these

questions, make a telephone call and
have your wishes come true!

CRENS
Hot Line

TO SIGN UP, CONTACT:

GENE BURBARY - 725-5935
OR

DOUG KARAKAS—-545-1181
CREWS HOT LINE is a Detroit Area

“Steelheader club service for members.

Ontario Salmon
Fishery Endangered

Those who were fortunate enough to
experience the Lake Ontario salmon fish-
ery back in the mid-1970's out from
Bronte, Port Credit, Oakville and St. Cath-
erine will never forget those limit catches
of coho salmon. The silvers then returned
to feed out from their natal streams aver-
aging 12 to 20 pounds in weight in early
August and gave the local trollers a fishery
that could be described as the best on the
continent. Those pugnacious coho fought
with a frenzy, snapped lines with regular-
ity, yet still allowed an amateur the
opportunity to take home a limit.

The trouble is that world-class coho
fishery is now history!

If a finger can be pointed for the de-
mise of coho, it has to be in the direction
of Queen’s Park. The Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR) failed to selectively
choose the best spawning adults for future
fisheries. When it came time to collect
coho eggs, the MNR took the easy road.
They staged their collection dates when
most salmon were ripe and easy to strip
of their eggs and milt. There was no
thought given to choosing the biggest and
best, just the thought of getting it done
and getting it over with,

By going the easy route, the MNR fish-
eries staff has transformed those LLake On-
tario giant coho into pintsized runts.
Now, instead of coming home to provide
a superb fishery in August, the brunt of
the silver run takes place in October. Sal-
mon collections that took place in Octo-
ber now occur in December. Those MNR
egg collections are still simple, but that
summer coho salmon fishery just isn’t as
spectacular as back in the mid-1970’s.

Not content to destroy just the coho,
the boys from Fisheries branch are now
taking aim at Lake Ontario’s spectacular
chinook program. If you fished the kings
this spring along the shores from Burling-

Quality Controlled Efectronics, Inc.
WILLOW RUN AIRPORT ¢ YPSILANT), MICH. 40198

MARINE ELECTRONIC
SERVICE CENTER
ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES

+ REGENCY
* SI-TEX

+ UNIDEN
+ KING

ton to Niagara-on-the-Lake and thought
the angling was poor, expect it to get
even worse in the years ahead. The MNR
is tinkering once again, and only the chi-
nook and the anglers will iose.

Chinook need to be planted as far up-
stream in a river as possible. Imprinting
the taste of the stream into the minds of
those little kings is essential. Short on ex-
perience but long on textbook diplomas,
our MNR biologists are now plantingmost
of our chinook at various river mouths
around the lake. Finding themselves im-
mediately in open water, these fingerlings
fail to imprint; few return home and a
sport fishery is lost!

Again this year, the MNR found it es-
sential to carry out daytimesalmon plants.
Why deprive the local sea gull populations
of a good portion of what the Ringwood
facility can rear?? While the gulls get fat,
our stringers will get lighter!!

Finally, in the name of science, these
same biologists are now puliing out their
scalpels and beginning to cutaway at what
is left of the Ontario salmon fishery. For
the first time, Ringwood chinook went
under the knife. Never mind that those
who do the actual rearingare against such a
decision, or that these little kings measure
less than four inches in length, or that mis-
sing a fin will be critical in their future
existence, or that a sport fishery already
in trouble will get even worse . .. for the
sake of science it has to be done! At least
that’s the excuse the MNR biologists give.

It's time MNR got on with the goal of
providing anglers with a world-class sport
fishery. It's time the MNR cared more
about limits and less about reports, facts
and figures. Anglers don't pay license fees
to have fins amputated, gulls fed, or chi-
nook swimming in the Atlantic! It’s
obvious our present MNR staff just don’t
care. Hopefully, somebody in Queen’s
Park does!

—"’Cronzy"”’
Reprinted from Ontario Fisherman, August-
September 1989.

CHARTER FISHING
SALMON & TROUT

LAKE MICHIGAN
LUDINGTON. MICHIGAN
WITH

WITH CAPT. BOB KRING

ABOARD

“DRIFTER”

FULLY EQUIPPED
28 FT. CHEROKEE
R-K SPORTFISHING CHARTERS
P.0O.Box 16320 - Clarkston, MI148016
(313) 625-8397 (313) 625-4280
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ENQUGH FRIENDS, FISH & FOOD MADE FOR A FUN WEEKEND!

Ludington was

Ludington is always a port of high ex-
pectations for most skippers, and this
year's Detroit Area Steelheader tourna-
ment on July 22-23 was no exception.
Friday night conversation brought tidings
of good catches of kings (largely absent
so far this summer). So, to bed for a few
hours of fitful shut-eye.

Saturday morning dawned clear, warm-
ish, and relatively calm, which gave us
all the options: run for Pentwater, run
way off shore (28 miles?), or fish the
traditional Power Plant, straight out,
the Bathouse and Sable Point.

|, for one, really enjoyed the sunshine
and clear air while | made some observa-
tions. The surface water was cool — 49
56° F all the way out to the 200-foot
depth; most of my action was up high.
The 9 o’clock fish call was notable for
""Teacher’s Pet’’ report of five fish, and
the non-response of ‘‘Exaggerator’’ and
““Formulator.’”” The second fish call gave
us more cause to wonder — stilt no reply
from the two missing boats! Where were
these guys?? ‘‘Teacher’'s Pet’’ reported
six fish, while “Nomad’’ and ‘’'Drifter”
were each tallying five.

We got some answers at the first-
day weigh-in. Steve Banovic and “‘Ex-
aggerator’’ came back from Pentwater
with eight fish, and Larry Gaiownik’s
“Formulator’” returned from way off
shore at Manistee, also with a full count,
and both with a lot of local (?) compe-
tition on their wakes!

The post-weigh-in picnic was a great
success, as usual, thanks to a lot of good
people just sharing bread and experiences.
There was talk of new secret lures (spool-
ers??) and ‘game plans’ to reach hot areas,
and, oh yes, the ‘’Steelheader Open!’’
Sunday saw everyone come to the pier

KEXD R
SECOND PLACE: “KEMO’” with Bob
Mitchell, Linda Mitchell, Bob Gilbert,
Leslie Gilbert and Jodi Gilbert.

—

FIRST PLACE: “EXAGGERATOR’ with Steve Banovic,

and Larry Walters.
heads and wonder if they were back at
Muskegon. Nope, it was Ludington, and
yup, it was foggggggy. Plans and strategies
changed, but we fished. The sun came up,
and the first fish call gave us ‘‘Molly
Frair’’ with three fish, and a host of
others with less, and no answer from ‘’Ex-
aggerator’’ and ‘’Formulator.’”” Come on,
guys . . . what the heck!

Some further observations: scum lines
at the 50-foot depth at Sable Point, and
you can actually see shore from the 39-
foot depth. This was really White Cane
day, with horns and whistles much in ev-
idence as we trolled our patterns. On the
way in, rubber rafts and inner tubes were
sighted at the Bath House in 5.8 feet of
water but not shore.

As it usually does, the weigh-in told
the story. ‘‘Exaggerator’” weighed in four
lakers to hold on to the top spot, but
they had stayed much closer to Luding-

=R

THIRD PLACE: “CONTENDER” with
Mike Tomlan, Denis Harper, Sid Smith
and Bob Perzanowski.

“a fine outing”

ton. ‘‘Kemo’’ staged a great comeback,
bringing seven lakers to the scale to finish
second overall. ‘“’Contender,” with a
steady performance, ciaimed third.
“Molly Frair’’ took fourth in amostun-
conventional way, with two secret lures.
But thanks to some careful observers, we
learned that the ‘‘spooler’’ was a woman'’s
hair curler with a ladder back, and the
‘‘energizer’’ was a flashlight battery with
hooks! Don’t worry, Ron, we won't tell
anyone — they wouldn’t believe it anyway!
A full report on the ‘Steelheader
Open’’ golf tourney, with standings and a
hole-by-hole, shot-by-shot summary, will
appear in a future issue of Fishin’ Tales.
I'd like to say thanks to all the people
who volunteered their time to make this
a fine outing. It wouldn’t be fun without
you, and welcome back, Ray Even!
Good Health and Good Fishing!
—Gene Burbary

TENTH PLACE: ““VOYAGEUR" with
Dick Jackson, Marie Jackson and Jay
Terranella.

Mike Hidie, Chuck Strouse

”

-
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FORMULATOR

FOURTH PLACE: “MOLLY FRAIR" with Ron Hartman Bob FIFTH PLACE: "FORMUATO" with Larry Gaiownik, Su-
Buero, Ray Banbury, Glenda Hartman and Juanita Buero. san Gaiownik, Brian Simms and Bob Herrick.

< o8 [

SIXTH PLACE: “WET PAINT' with Mike Wakulski, Spike SEVENTH PLACE: “‘DRIFTER” with Bob Kring, Dennis
Vires and Johnny Dee. - Holloway, Susan Ingli, Joe Knight and Aaron Holloway.
LUDINGTON TOURNAMENT (JULY 22-23, 1989)
BOAT/SKIPPER CATCH (By day, species and waight of individual fish) PTS.
1) ... EXAGGERATOR (Steve Banovic) . .. ... Sat.: 1.10.02, L8.15, K8.04, K7.03, 1.7.02, L5.12, L3.04, L3.02 . ... 148.09
Sun.: L13.08, L10.05, L7.05, L3.11
2) ... KEMO (Bob Mitchell) .............. Sat.: L10.05,L8.04, L6.10, L6.04 . ... .................... 148.00
Sun.: L13.05, L11.02, L9.00, L8.08, L8.04, L6.09, L5.13
3) ... CONTENDER (Mike Tomian)......... Sat.: L10.15, K8.00, L7.01, L6.05, L4.05, L3.01 ... ........... 107.10
Sun.: L10.02, L8.06, L4.07
4) ... MOLLY FRAIR (Ron Hartman) . ...... Sat.: L10.14,1L5.02, L4.03 . . .. ... .. ... 93.03
) Sun.: K15.13, L11.10, K6.03, K4.06
5) ... FORMULATOR (Larry Gaiownik) ... .. Sat.: $10.04, L5.07, K4.08, L4.04, K3.09, K3.08, K3.07,L2.15.... 7714
Sun.: No Catch
6) ... WET PAINT (Mike Wakulski) ......... Sat.: §7.08, L6.12, K5.03 . ... .............. e 77.11
Sun.: K11.14, L4.15, L3.15, L2.08
7) ... DRIFTER (BobKring) ............. Sat.: S8.00, L6.14, L6.12, L6.07,L5.15 ... ...... ... ... 77.04
Sun.: L5.15, L2.05
8) ... NOMAD (BobHerman) . ............ Sat.: L9.05, L7.07, L7.01,L4.05,S3.10 . . .. ................ 76.12
Sun.: K15.00
9) ... HAPPY BARE (Don Anton) . . ........ Sat.: L6.11, L6.00, L4.02, L3.07, L208 . .. ... ........ ... 75.13
Sun.: K5.00, L4.13, L3.04
10) ... VOYAGEUR (Dick Jackson) . ........ Sat.: K13.12, L7.13, L6.14 . . .. ... . . 73.02
Sun.: K15.12, L4.15
BOAT/SKIPPER PTS. BOAT/SKIPPER PTS.
11) ... KARE FREE {Tom Moores) . ......... 63.03 18) ... LIL’SCRATCH (Dick Shirk) ....... 40.11
12) ... TEACHER'SPET (Dave Even) ....*. ... 59.09 19) ... ALICE'S ANGLER (LesJump)...... 34.14
13) ... LITTLE BIG JOHN (John Chwalibog) . .. 59.04 20) ... NETPROFIT (Bill Shackleton) . . .. .. 23.10
14) ... MY DREAM {Jim Hardrick) .......... 56.02 21) ... CAPT'N HOOK (Doug Karakas) ..... 23.06
15) ... DIAMOND GIRL (Gene Burbary) . .. ... 52.00 22) ... MISERY 3 (AlSchultz) . .......... 19.09
16) ... HALFR'S(RonHuey) ............. 47.09 23) ... HEADSTRONG (Paul Dedenbach). ... 11.10
17) ... FISH’'N ROD (Rod Coffey) .......... 44,00 24) TRENA DAWN (Don Redmond) . . ... 9.05

. B=BROWN TROUT K = KING SALMON L= LAKE TROUT S = STEELHEAD
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Steelheader Membership
Drive support is urged!

The Detroit Area Steelheaders and the M.S.S.F.A. are having a mem-
bership drive. Here’s your chance to:

o Protect the future of salmon and steelhead fishing in Michigan — there’s

strength in numbers, and we need numbers to make sure our voice is heard!
 Ensure that you'll continue to get all the benefits that go with being a mem-
ber of the Detroit Area Steelheaders and the M.S.S.F.A.!

« Give yourself chances to win a great prize from the Detroit Area Steelheaders!
For each new member (someone not a member of the Detroit Area Steel-
headers or the M.S.S.F.A. for the past six months) you sign up, you'll get
a chance in a drawing for a hand-held marine FM radio from the Detroit
Area Steelheaders. And the new members have a chance to win a Michi-
gan Lifetime Fishing License with Trout Stamp from the M.S.S.F.A.
The M.S.S.F.A. will hold its drawing for the fishing license on Septem-
ber 30, so you should get busy now signing up new members. The draw-
ing for the marine radio will take place at our Annual Meeting in Decem-
ber, so you have well over four months to round up your new members.
Everyone in the Detroit Area Steelheaders should go ALL OUT for this
membership drive — the future of our sport and our organizations
depends on a STRONG RESPONSE for this drive. See Dennis Holoway,
Membership Chairman, to sign up your new members and get your
tickets for the prize drawing.

LAKE MICHIGAN KINGS

pends on artificial support, said Sea

ARE IN DECLINE
/... Continued from Page One
dependent on stocking, and anglers can
catch wild fish, Hansen pointed out.
Nevertheless, Lake Superior has been
stocked with more than one million chi-
nook per year since 1986, and in 1989
1.5 million were planted. In addition to
stocking by Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Michigan, Canadastarted stockingchinook
in 1988, with 227,000 goingin 1988 and
400,000 in 1989.
The simple truth is that the salmon
fishery on most of the Great Lakes de-

Grant reseacher George Spangler, a pro-
fessor of fisheries and wildlife at the
University of Minnesota. Management
agencies are having a hard time meeting
the demand for more fish, but the sport-
fishing groups say the economy of coastal
communities depends upon all those fish
being planted.

“We have to face the reality of how
much artificial support is necessary to
maintain an interesting fishery, and how
realistic it is to maintain that level of
support forever,’’ Spangler said.

From The Minnesota Sea Grant.

GREAT -

LAKE

methods available,

e Guarantces results

NEW!

L=
CHARTE R :

CONSIDERING CHARTERING? YOU NEED A LICENSE!
GREAT LAKES CHARTER TRAINING

¢ Will prepare you for the Coast Guard ¢xam with the best possible training

» Michigan’s oldest, established marine training service.
¢ Has the only staff certified by the Michigan Department of Fducation.

* U.A.W. members may be cligible for tuition assistance.
FULL SERVICE TRAINING
Now Offering U.S.C.G.-Approved CPR First Aid Certification Classes
ASSISTANCE TOWING CLASSES
For information, contact:
DAVE WADDELL, 5057 Eimhurst, Royal Oak, Michigan 48073
(313) 280-1848

T RAI NI NG

NEW!

LAKE MICHIGAN SALMON
MORTALITY ISSUE ADDRESSED
BY D.N.R.’S RICH O'NEIL

Editor’'s Note: This /s a report from the
July issue of Somethin’ Fishy, published
by the Muskegon County Steelheaders.

Our speaker this month (June) was
Rich O’Neil from the D.N.R. Fisheries
Division. He gave us an update on the
salmon mortality situation.

The problem Lake Michigan fish have
been experiencing is bacterial kidney dis-
ease (BKD) which, when complicated by
stress, causes death. Lake Michigan salmon
are the only ones affected by this stress-
related potentially fatal disease, so far.

Lake Huron’s saimon also have BKD,
but are not dying.

Recent research results show the
kill is a little lighter this year, with
58% of sampled fish having BKD. Lab
work has been done to see if there are
any other diseases, but the only thing
showingup is BKD.

A list of recommendations has been
drawn up:

e Spawn only healty fish (this disease
is transferred from parent to off-
spring, not “‘caught’’)

« Reduce stress in hatcheries

o Use wild stock (without BKD present)
for brood stock

¢ Use injections as a possible way to
prevent transfer of the BKD from
parent to egg

e Continue to search for answers as
to what is causing the stress

e Check for links with contaminants
and pollutants (none found yet)

o Check for other diseases or viruses
(none found so far)

If you catch a fish that is ill, don't
eat it! The signs of a diseased fish are:

v Scales are loose

vWhen opened up, fluid in the body
and liver is pale in color

v Kidney is enlarged
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This is the
ultimate, all-time

fish story!

Editor's Note: Here’s something from
USA TODAY for all the Detroit Area
Steelheaders who will be making the
same Alaska trip that Blaise took last
year with Bob and Dale!

Alaska fishing guide Dan Bishop and
client Bob Ploeger are new experts in
the First Principle of Fishing Mythology:
Nothing tops the one that got away!

“I would never have believed it if |
hadn’t been there,”’ Bishop says.

Bishop, a first-year guide chartering
out of Soldotna, 60 miles southwest of
Anchorage, took Ploeger out for a half-
day of salmon fishing. Just as their time
was up, Ploeger hooked into a monster
of a king salmon — a fish certain by all

estimates to-exceed the world record.of _ .

97% pounds. And there was plenty of
time to speculate about such things,
since the ensuing battle lasted 7% DAYS/

The men had to abandon their small
boat and leap into a larger craft to keep
up. People brought food and drink to
them. ‘‘We got it all on videotape,’’ says
Bishop. ’‘I watch it over and over, think-
ing may be this time we'll gethim."’

But it wasn’t to be. After37HOURS,
the salmon snapped the 30-pound test
line. ’And it just about killed me to
watch him swim away,”’ says the guide.
Ploeger, 63, is back home in Sandstone,
Minnesota with a classic fish story to
end all fish stories!

1989 Skipper of the Year

(As of 7-23-89 — four highest scores)

SKIPPER/BOAT
BOB MITCHELL (Kemo)

2) STEVE BANOVIC (Exaggerator)

3) RON HUEY (Half R's)

4) RON HARTMAN (Molty Frair)

5) TIM GRASKEWICZ (Harmony)

6) BOB HERMAN {(Nomad)

7) BOB KSIONZEK {(Last Dime)

8) GREG CLIFFORD (OQOutlaw)

9) DON REDMOND (Trena Dawn)
10) JOHN CHWALIBOG (Little Big John)
11) JIM HARDRICK (My Dream)

12) ROB PINSKY (Anticipation)

13) HANK BACZYNSKI (Sinsation)
14) DON ANTON (Happy Bare)

15) DOUG KARAKAS (Capt'n Hook)
16) TOM MOORES (Kare Free)

A B Cc D E F
33 4 8 1 1 2
50 2 127 4 1

1 75 3 2 75 16
50 12 560 30 3 4
75 75 21 5 2 75
30 7 2 9 10 8
21 75 75 3 6 75
4 75 75 6 75 75
16 19 6 7 5 24

7 75 5 75 75 13
34 3 18 10 23 14
6 75 75 12 7 75

2 75 75 16 13 75
28 8 10 75 8 9
12 156 4 20 12 2
19 5 60 19 24 11

A = River Crab B = St. Joseph C =Muskegon D = Pt. Austin E = Oscoda F = Ludington T = Total

16

PLEASE NOTE: Vendors are welcome to set up and sell at the back of the hall during
Member meetings. See President Even about set-up fees, table placements, etc.
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) Please...

Experienced sportfishermen often make
strange discoveries while cleaning their
catches! They find that the fish have gobbl-
od all kinds of man-made objects that have
fallen into the water. Key rings, false teeth,
uottle tops, paper and plastic objects are
just a few.

Many things that boaters casually toss
overboard can be lethal to fish, especially
items which resemble familiar foods. Filter
tips from cigarettes can look temptingly
like grubs. Crumpled bits of foil from candy
wrappers become attention-getting reflect-
ors of light as they flutter down through the
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water, Wads of chewing gum look like fish
eggs or other morsels.

Often a hungry fish will swallow any such
item tossed overboard. As most of these ob-
jects are indigestible, they can harm or even
kill a fish.

Also, as part of the sportfishing scene,
it's a fact that litter from unconcerned boat-
ers often helps to ruin the fishing grounds.

As the above examples so clearly show,
littering by some pleasure boaters does hap-
pen, and it has all kinds of consequences.
3e a boater who cares.

...Don’t Litter!
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CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN 48016

These items are Chapter Fund Raisers —

P.0.BOX 16320
WE THANK YOU!

CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN 48016

A ]
l L] L] .
Patches & Decals i Membership Application
| MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

SIZE ITEM PRICE QTty.| cosT I Detroit Area Steelheader Newsletter—FI/SHIN® TALES, M.S.S.F.A.

PR Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal, Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,
5" dia. CHAPTER ARM PATCH 4.00 ea. l Membership Cards & Other Benefits )

(8-color) | AnnUAL DUES:
3"x4" WINDOW DECAL 25 ea. l New members and renewalsunderage62 . . . .. ... .. .. $ 30.00
. | (Detroit Area Steelheaders—$14 * M.S.S.F.A. share—$16)
11" x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. | Renewalsage621065....................... $ 20.00
o * CHAP ] ] Renewalsoverage 85 . .. ... ... .. ..cuouunun.. $ 10.00
11" x 147 C ?A;EIF:\]GB(EQJ EBEOCVAELT 2MOSO ca 75 l Lifetime {Local Chapter Only) . .. ... .. ... ... .... $150.00
ITE 2 {Add $1.00 postage if you wish your membership kit mailed to you)

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO ( )

CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 1200/Y|’ NAME PHONE

“FISHIN' TALES"”
ADDRESS
TOTAL I
Complete form and send with check or money order payable to: CITy STATE ZiP
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS Complete form and send with check or money order payable to:
P. 0. BOX 16320 DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS

THANK YOU!




DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS

M.S.S.F.A.
P.O. Box 16320
Clarkston, Michigan 48016

Address Correction Requested

MEETING NOTICE-PLEASE DO NOT DELAY!

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 374
Pontiac, Mich.

1989 MEETING SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS, 7:30 P.M.
AUGUST 29, 1989

SEPTEMBER 26, 1989
OCTOBER 31, 1989

! Visitors Welcome — Bring A Friend!

K. OF C. HALL, WARREN

v
HERE'S HOW TO GET TO
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER
MEETINGS:

14 MILE |

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS |
St. Pius X Council No. 3848

6177 Chicago Rd. 264-4511
Warren, Michigan 48092

MOUND RD.
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HSTOP & SEE OUR NEW OFFICE

LIFE MUTUAL
HEALTH 8 FUNDS
DISABILITY E EDUCATION

IRA’S FUNDS
KEOGHS PENSIONS
ANNUITIES 401 (K)
GROUP N KEY
DENTAL EMPLOYEE
VISION BUY/SELL

BOB BOUCHEY
Registered Representative

New York Life Securities Corp.

m New York Life Insurance
and Annuity Corporation

iMember of MSSFA 2000 Town Center

& Detroit Area
Steelheaders

(T

Suite 1200¢'

Southfield, Ml
352-0620/352-8963

Anglers asked to aid research~

Your help in recovering micro-tagged
fish is essential in evaluating the triploid
salmon program. All triploid chinook
stocked by the Michigan D.N.R. (MDNR)
Fishery Division have been adipose fin-
clipped and micro-tagged. A small piece
of binary-coded wire about the size of
this dash (-) was implanted in the snout
of each fish. Sterilized chinook salmon
produced by the Wisconsin D.N.R.
(WDNR) using chemical means are aiso
micro-tagged. The micro-tag identifies the
fish as being stocked by MDNR or WDNR,
and has codes which indicate the site
and year of stocking.

If you catch a chinook salmon which
DOES NOT HAVE AN ADIPOSE FIN,
please record where and when the fish
was caught, and the length and weight of
the fish. Triploid researchers encourage
fishermen to keep these fin-clipped
chinook salmon to help them recover the

HELP YOUR CHAPTER . ..
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO
FISHIN’ TALES
are available for $12 per year
— Use order form on Page Seven —

micro-tags. The head or snout of the fish
should be cut off and frozen. To make
arrangements for recovery of your fish
snout or head, call your nearest DNR
Fisheries office.

For more information, contact Don-
ald L. Garling, Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife, Michigan State University,
East Lansing, Michigan 48824.

The
DEADLINE
for the
SEPTEMBER

FISHIN’ TALES ISSUE
is
AUGUST 29, 1989

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP

“Your One Stop Fishing Shop”

NOW WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

OUR NEW, LARGER STORE!
34801 Grand River
Farmington, Michigan 48024
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A mile east of Drake Robd
In the World-Wide Shopping Center
STORENUMBER ............... ... c...o0 473-2030
FISHINGREPORT ......... ... ccoiiinnnn 473-2033

THE ORIGINAL LAKESIDE!
25110 Jefferson at 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48081
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Send ALL mail orders to
the Jefferson store
STORENUMBER ............... .. ... ... 777-7003
FISHINGREPORT .........c..0viiinnnnnnn 777-7008




