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| MS.S.F.A. — IN TROUBLE!

First in a series

What does the future hold for the
Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fisher-
men’s Association {M.S.S.F.A.)?

Given all the problems that have surfac-
ed involving both the organization and the
fishery lately, maybe a better question is
“Does the M.S.S.F.A. HAVE a future?’’

In case you haven’t heard, according
to Executive Director Andy Pelt and
the State Board Executive Committee,
a revenue shortfall threatens the very
existence of the M.S.S.F.A.! And this
internal chaos, coming as it does at a
time when the salmon and trout fishery
is in disarray and decline, likely will
hamper (or prevent altogether!) efforts
of the M.S.S.F.A. to fulfill its proper
role in the coming struggle to restore
the fishery!!

At this point you may be wondering

what any of this has to do with you as
a member of the Detroit Area Steel-
headers. Since the Detroit Area Steel-
headers club has been a chapter of the
M.S.S.F.A. from the start, the internal
upheaval in M.S.S.F.A. will have con-
sequences, possibly negative, for us
as a club. | should point out here that
more than half ($16) of your annual
Detroit club dues are, in fact, your
annual M.S.S.F.A. dues.

As salmon and trout fishermen, we
all know that fishery problems have
already adversely affected our sport.
In the light of the ongoing and inten-
sifying fishery problems, this is the
WORST POSSIBLE TIME for us to find
our organized voice and representation
unable to effectively do that which we
created it to do — namely, to make sure
our interests as sport fishermen are well-

KATIE-DID

SKIPPER BRUCE HAYWOQOD and his crew aboard ‘““Katie-Did’’ nailed down first
place at the Detroit Area Steelheader tournament at Rogers City in August with this
fine catch of six kings, with a total weight of more than 116 pounds! Bruce (I.) is
shown with his wife Katie and other crew members Laura and Bob Briest.

£

publicized and well-represented in the
public arena where the ultimate fate of
our sport will be decided.

It is one measure of the lack of proper
management within M.S.S.F.A. that Exec-
utive Director Andy Pelt, who is paid to
manage M.S.S.F.A., as recently as a late
spring appearance at our club meeting did
not see fit to mention to us a financial
crisis which burst upon us in August!
Maybe he didn’t see it coming. Or maybe
he is so accustomed to operating in
arrogant secrecy that he was unwilling
to inform the people he works for that
there is a B/G problem. Neither explan-
ation is, or should be, acceptable.

Another measure of the management
deficiencies existing within M.S.S.F.A. is
the fact that Executive Director Andy
Pelt is unable (or unwilling!) to provide
any sort of precise estimate of the organ-
ization’s budget deficit. Apparently all
that he has revealed so far is that the
amount of the shortfall is somewhere
between $30,000 and $60,000! Surely
it is not asking too much to expect
Andy Pelt to be able to tell exactly
how much we are in the hole!!

Things have been so badly mismanaged
that our M.S.S.F.A. Board Representative
and club Secretary Mike Lehto was told
by immediate past M.S.S.F.A. president
Jeff Wells that the M.S.S.F.A. was sched-
uled to be CLOSED DOWN on Octo-
ber 15 because of unpaid employee
withholding taxes! Calling the M.S.S.F.A.
mismanaged may be the best that any-
one can say about it!!

So far in response to this fiscal crisis,
the M.S.S.F.A. has asked all its chapters
to make a one-time contribution of $2
per active member to the M.S.S.F.A.
treasury, in order to generate approxi-
mately $11,000. The money from this
“"donation’”” would be used to buy a Ford
Bronco 11 truck which would, in turn, be
raffled off to raise more money.

Continued on page 3. ../
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FISHIN’ TALES is published monthly by the
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS. Views
expressed in it are those of the authors, and
the Editor. Its purpose is to inform members
of events which affect sportfishermen, and to
teach and guide the public to respect and
appreciate our Great Lakes, rivers and land.

* * K

Materiai published in FISHIN' TALES may
be reprinted, provided proper credit is given
to the author, and to FISHIN' TALES as the
source of the material, and that one complete
copy of the publication including thereprint
is sent to the Editor upon publication.
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BOAT RAFFLE

OCTOBER 22 SURF TOURNAMENT
SITE IS MOVED TO LUDINGTON
STATE PARK BEACHES

Our second event of the River/Surf tournament season will be held on October
22 as scheduled. However, the site of the event has been changed. Instead of the pre-
viously announced Whitehall/Pentwater (Stoney Point), we’ll be wetting our lines in
the surf at the beaches at Ludington State Park.

We will meet at the Bath House at the Park, with fishing hours staiting, as usual,
at one hour before sunrise and continuing until 12:00 noon. The weigh-in will begin
at 1:00 p.m. back at the Bath House. All other usual surf tourney rules will apply.

With the water finally cooling off, the prospects for some good fishing look good.
| hope we have a good turnout, and if you need more information, please call me, or
check with me at this month’s membership meeting.

--Doug Karakas, 545-1181

Coming Events

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
(Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 6177 CHICAGO ROAD, WARREN
OCTOBER 25, 1988 . NOVEMBER 29, 1988 . DECEMBER 20, 1988

TDICK SWANN, the near-legendary Michigan fisherman who pioneere
light line fishing techniques for river and stream, will be the featured
speaker at our October Membership Meeting. Here’s your chance to
hear it all, straight from the man himself! See you all there!!

1988-89 RIVER/SURF TOURNAMENTS

Date Site Contact

October 22 Ludington (State Park) Doug Karakas, 545-1181

November 5 Big Manistee River (3-way) To Be Announced
Saginaw vs. Metro-West vs, Detroit

December 3 Au Sable River To Be Announced

January Date, site & contact to be announced

February Date, site & contact to be announced

March Date, site & contact to be announced

CALL DOUG KARAKAS (545-1181) WITH YOUR IDEAS/SUGGESTIONS FOR
JANUARY, FEBRUARY & MARCH!

PLEASE NOTE: Vendors are welcome to set up and sell at the back of the hall during
Member meetings. See President Zelkowski about set-up fees, table placements, etc.

GREAT-LAKE

C HARTER TRAI NI NG

CONSIDERING CHARTERING? YOU NEED A LICENSE!
GREAT LAKES CHARTER TRAINING

o Will prepare you for the Coast Guard exam with the best possible training
methods available,

* Michigan’s oldest, established marine training service,

© Has the only staff certificd by the Michigan Department of Fducation,

¢ Guarantces results

o U AW, members may be eligible for tuition assistance,

FULL SERVICE TRAINING

Now Offering U.S.C.G.-Approved
CPR First Aid Certification Classes

For information, contact:
CAVE WADDELL, 5057 Eimhurst, Royal Oak, Michigan 48073
(313) 280-1848
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Money woes threaten M.S.S.FA.

.. ./Continued from page 1

This raffle plan calls for printing 300
raffle tickets to be sold for $100 each.
The resulting anticipated $19,000 net
profit from the raffle ($30,000 in ticket
sales less $11,000 to buy the raffle prize)
would, to quote from an August 23
M.S.S.F.A. letter to chapter presidents,
... take us through the balance of 1988
without deficit spending.”” One wonders
what the plan is for 1989 and beyond.
Additionally, it now appears that the
Ford Bronco 11 will cost either $13,000
or $17,000 depending on who you talk
to, so the actual profit may fall short of
the anticipated $19,000 . . ..

Apparently the M.S.S.F.A. wants the
entire $30,000 immediately, without wait-
ing to actually sell the raffle tickets. To
that end, it has requested that each chap-
ter “‘buy’’ $2,000 worth of raffle tickets
by sending in a check for $2,000 now.
The M.S.S.F.A. would then send each
chapter 20 tickets. The chapters would

put the money from the tickets they
actually sell back into their chapter
treasury. Presumably, chapters would
‘‘eat’’ any tickets they could not sell!

Our club board voted by a narrow
margin to approve paying the $2-per-
member ‘‘donation,’”’ and that has been
done. However, the board didn’t approve
the raffle ticket purchase plan, decid-
ing instead to try to sell at least 20
tickets and send the money to M.S.S.F . A.
as it comes in. How all this will work out
remains to be seen.

To sum it up, as things stand right
now, we as M.S.S.F.A. members are
being called upon to bail the organization
out, without knowing exactly how
much money we have to come up with,
without knowing how and why our
organization has reached the sorry state
it is in, and worst, without any assur-
ances that the future of M.S.S.F.A. will
be any better than its recent past has
been under the management of Andy

1988 Ballot Proposals

There are two proposals appearing on next month’s general election ballot which
likely are of special interest to Detroit Area Steelheaders. A general description of the
two follows. Take the time to inform yourself, go to the polls on November 8, and vote!

PROPOSAL C

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEAN-UP
GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
The proposal would:
1. Authorize the state to borrow up to
$660 million to finance various environ-
mental protection programs including
toxic waste clean-ups, sewage treatment
and water quality improvements, solid
waste projects, industrial site re-use, open
space preservation, and participation in a
regional Great Lakes protection fund.
2. Authorize the state to issue general ob-
ligation bonds pledging the full faith and
credit of the state for payment of prin-
cipal and interest on the bonds.
3. Provide for repayment of the bonds
from the general fund.

BACKGROUND

PROPOSAL D

RECREATIONAL
AREA IMPROVEMENTS
GENERAL OBLIGATION
BOND
The proposal would:
1. Authorize the State of Michigan
to borrow a sum not to exceed $140
million to finance state and local pub-
lic recreation projects.
2. Authorize the state to issue gen-
eral obligation bonds pledging the full
faith and credit of the state for pay-
ment of principal and interest on the
bonds.
3. Provide for repayment of the bonds
from the general fund.

After lengthy debate, the Legislature agreed to a plan to issue a set of bonds worth
$800 million for a number of environmental clean-up and recreational improvement
projects. The Michigan Constitution requires a majority vote of the people for the state

to issue general debt obligations.
PROPOSALC

This $660 million environmental clean-up bond proposal provides for: $425 million for
toxic waste clean-up, $60 million for wastewater treatment, $150 million for solid waste
projects, and $25 million for Great Lakes environmental protection. If you favor this
plan, vote “YES'’. If you oppose the plan, vote “NQO"".

PROPOSAL D

This $140 million bond proposal would pay for capital improvements to parks and
recreation areas. The bond revenue would be divided equally between state and local
jurisdictions. If you favor this plan, vote “YES'’. If you oppose the plan, vote ‘‘NO"’.

Pelt. This is one Michigan Steelheader
who finds those circumstances totally un-
acceptable! How about you???

Space and time limits prevent me from
fully exploring the numerous internal
problems of M.S.S.F.A., and there are
many which haven’t even been men-
tioned here! Those will be covered in
future issues. Fishery problems, un-
fortunately, are also numerous, and
they too will be looked at in depth in
upcoming issues. For now, take a look
at page 5 for Dave Richey’s current
view of how the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources is approaching
salmon fishery problems.

—Joe! Garinger, £Editor

Series continues next month

the N )
Whayfarer Motel

When fishing the best sal-
mon and trout port in the

world, stay in a comfortable,
quiet, modern cabin. With us
you’ll be close to the Frankfort
and Elberta public marinas
and only five minutes to the
Elberta pier.

e A variety of accommo-
dations, most with kitchens.

* Fish cleaning station.

* A freezer for your fish.

* * Ample, secure and lighted
parking.

* Quiet, so you can go to bed
earl%l: and get up feeling rested.
* Close to the Betsie and
Platte rivers.

* Call (616) 352-9264 for the
latest, up to date fishing con-
ditions.

* Surf fish Elberta’s natural
beach.

¢ R. V. Hook-ups.

OPEN ALL YEAR
1912 Scenic Hwy. South M-22
Frankfort, MI 49635
(616) 352-9264

Member of M.S.S.FA.
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Steelhead save

Ah, Frankfort . . . the last Detroit
Steelheader boat trolling tournament of
the year. We had great fishing reports—
lots of coho, with the occasional king
thrown in. “Skipper of the Year' honors
were also riding on the outcome of this
event. In short, everything was in order
for a great fishing tournament!

Then, 1o and behold, the winds started
blowing Friday afternoon and continued
through most of the night. Could we be
looking at a repeat of last year, when high
winds kept us from fishing on Saturday,
and produced miserable fishing condi-
tions on Sunday?

Fortunately, the fishing gods shined
upon us, for Saturday morning arrived
with the winds dying down, the water
laying down. It was beautiful, except
for one thing. WHERE DID THE FISH

- -GO?? Reports from Herring Hole showed

very few fish there, with the same true
at Pt. Betsie and Platte Bay. There
were some fish along the ledge, but
they didn’t want to bite. The best coho
and king fishing seemed to be in the
river and at the pierheads, with a very
few fish being taken there.

Most of the boats started fishing at
the pierheads, with some enjoying an
occasional catch. Then came a report:
STEELHEAD, four miles out, over 600
to 700 feet of water, 10 to 30 feet down.
Thank heavens for steelhead! Most of the
fleet pulled lines and headed out. The
9:45 fish call found most boats with just
one or two fish in their coolers. It seemed
nearly everyone had ’‘steelies’ on, but
not many were being boated.

.

FIRST PLACE: “KEMO’’ with Skipper Bob Mitchell, Bob Gilbert and John Fair.

Bob Mitchell and his ““Kemo’’ crew
seemed to have the most luck, as they
landed seven nice steelhead to capture
first place in the tournament, and 1988
“Skipper of the Year” honors. Dick
Shirk and crew aboard ‘‘Lil’ Scratch”
were close behind with six ‘steelies’, good
for second place. Rounding out the top
five were M. Wakulski and ‘“Wet Paint"’
(his first boat trolling tournament!) in
third place, Blaise Pewinski and “‘Sea
Hag’’ fourth, and Don Redmond’s ““Trena
Dawn’’ in fifth place.

The Big Fish Pool was claimed by
"Wet Paint’”’ with a 21-pound, 1-ounce
king. “Trena Dawn’’ took second with a
16-pound, 6-ounce king, while “"Kemo”

Frankfort finale

had an 11-pound, 11-ounce steelhead
good for third in the Pool.

I wish to thank Buzz Hejl and Art
Moseler for their fine hospitality at the
Frankfort Municipal Marina. Also, thanks
to Ed Mcintosh for his help in setting
things up for the tournament; to Bob
Mitchell for helping with the score-
keeping; to my ‘‘Trena Dawn” crew of
Rod Elnick, Leon and April Van Eden
for helping with the cooking and picking
up the beer, pop and food; to Doug Ka-
rakas also for helping with the cooking.
And to anyone else who helped out that
| may have failed to mention: THANK
YOU ALL!!

—Don Redmond

FRANKFORT TOURNAMENT (SEPTEMBER 10, 1988)

BOAT/SKIPPER CATCH (By species and weight of individual fish) PTS.
1) .. KEMO (Bob Mitchell) . ... ............. S11.11, S8.10, S6.04, S5.14, S4.12, S3.14,S3.02 .. ... .. 74.03
2) ... LIL' SCRATCH (Dick Shirk) . ........... S§8.15, S7.03, S7.03, S6.12, S6.11,S8205 . . . .......... 69.01
3) ... WET PAINT (M. Wakulski) . . . ........... K21.01,85.15,C5.12,C5.00 . . ... ... ... . ... ..... 57.12
4) ... .. .. SEA HAG (Blaise Pewinski) . ... ......... K9.03, S5.01, S4.06,S4.04,S3.12 . ... ............. 51.10
5 ... .. TRENA DAWN (Don Redmond) . .. ....... K16.06, C9.08, K7.06 .. ... ..... . ... . . .. ..., 48.04
6) ....... TROUT ABOUT (Don Prudhomme) ... .... C6.14,S6.12,K6.00,C5.03 . . .. ... ... . ... ... ... 4413
7y ... SWEET LORRAINE (Ed McIntosh) . . ... ... §7.05,C6.11,S6.04,S4.07 ... ... ... ... ... ....... 44 11
8) ....... TEACHER'S PET (Dave Even) . ... ....... S8.08, S6.14, 54.07,S2.13 . . .. . .. .. ... 42.10
9) ....... PETTY CASH (Tim Graskewicz) ... .. .. ... $8.07, K7.08,C6.00. . .. ... ... .. .. . ... 36.15
10) ....... KAR-FREE (T. Moores) . .............. S$8.04,S7.08, C5.12 . . .. ... . ... 36.08
Mmoo LAST DIME (Bob Ksionzek) . . . . . .. e 33.10
12) ... ... HAPPY BARE (Don Anton) . . . . .. . e e e e e e e e 32.08
13) ... ... MISERY 3 (Al Schultz) . . . . . e e e 28.10
14) ... ... MY DREAM (Jimmy Hardrick) . . .. .. .. e 28.09
15) ..., .. FORMULATOR (Larry Gaiownik) . . . . ... . e 26.18
16) ....... CAPT'N. HOOK 11 (Doug Karakas) . .. .. .. . ... . . e e e e 24.13
17y ... ... EXAGGERATOR (Steve Banovic) . . .. . . .. . 19.15
50) ....... SWEET JEANETTE (G. Schneider} . . . . ... .. . e e e e e e Rule 1V. F.
50) ....... RETURNER (D. Gregg) . . . . .. . e e e e e Rule IV. F.
50) . .... .. BOSTON WHALER (Ken ROGErs) . . . . . . .. e e e e e e Rule IV. F.

C = Coho Salmon

K = King Salmon

S = Steelhead

W - -
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DNR’s salmon-management
policies need an overhaul

HONOR, MICHIGAN — Salmon fisher-
men are fed up this year with the De-
partment of Natural Resource’s inability
to manage the state’s chinook and coho
resources.

| agree. We've had good salmon
fishing since 1967, but this summer’s
fish shortage may put many businesses
on the rocks.

Simply stated, it appears the D.N.R.’s
fisheries division doesn’t have a clue
to what’s wrong with the salmonid
fishery. Worse, it refuses to be told
how to fix it.

A case in point: The D.N.R. knew
spawning fish and those reared in the
Platte River State Hatchery would
polute the ecosystem. It knew phos-
phorous from hatchery food and de-
caying fish would enrich the water,
causing irreparable damage to the riv-
er system,

But the D.N.R. did nothing, although
other companies are penalized if the
environment is fouled. It is simply
another skeleton in the state govern-
ment’s closet.

Nothing was done about D.N.R.
pollution until July, when the Platte
Lake Improvement Association forced
the D.N.R. to halt enrichment of the
Platte River and Platte Lake. After-
ward, Ingham County Judge Tom Brown
forced closure of the lower river to
salmon and to fishing.

I’ll miss casting flies to prespawning
fish. But | won’t miss the pollution
and the unenforceable snagging prob-
lems common on the Platte River.

Sadly, the D.N.R. knew it was pol-
luting the Platte River and downstream
lakes. It just didn’t do anything about
it until changes were mandated.

The D.N.R. fisheries division atti-
tude of “‘we know what we’re doing
and the public doesn’t” is common
knowledge. But four to six years of
college training can mean only that
fisheries biologists have spent four
to six years in a warm classroom. Ex-
posure to knowledge and common
sense doesn’t always mean absorption
of same.

The Great Lakes salmon fisheries,
once jewels in the crown of North Amer-
ica’s fishery scientists, are in danger of
destruction. Michigan once reaped the
benefits of tourism brought on by a
great open-water salmonid fishery, but
many businesses are now closing their
doors. Charter boats are being sold.
Tackle shops that feed the offshore
fishing industry are boarding up. The
entire state has felt the pinch of the
D.N.R.’s inability to manage the sal-
mon fishery for the greatest good of
the fishing public and the resource.

Salmon fishermen argue their point
at public meetings and in countless
letters. They scream long and {oud

N

Y
m’
\\@»N‘

for new salmon eggs from the West
Coast. They just want improvement.

They know that history often re-
peats, that the introduction of a new
species often means a rapid buildup
as it takes hold in a new environment.
They know that increases often are
quickly followed by a down period
as the species establishes a niche in
the ecosystem. This happened with
Great Lakes salmon between the late
1960's and early 1980’s.

But salmon numbers are way down
now, and the D.N.R. fisheries division
is conducting little research to deter-
mine why. Far too many fishermen

“\

don’'t believe D.N.R. answers about
salmon. The D.N.R.'s wild claims of
plenty of salmon and excellent nat-

ural reproduction fall on deaf ears.
The truth is, the D.N.R. doesn’t know
what’s wrong with the salmon program,

A little knowledge is said to be dan-
gerous. If so, the D.N.R. fisheries di-
vision is playing Russian roulette with
five chambers loaded if the same salmon
managers are allowed to pursue the
same course,

It's time to change fisheries biol-
ogists or work with the public. If not,
the pride of the Great Lakes will be
harmed irreparably.

—Dave Richey
Reprinted from The Detroit News,
October 2, 1988.

MORE FRANKFORT FINISHERS .

and crew.

"SECOND PLACE: ““LIL’ SCRATCH" with Skipper Dick Shirk FIFTH PLACE:

and crew.

TRENA DAWN'’ with Skipper Don Redmond
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State hikes boat fees,
plans more marinas

The Michigan Legislature has passed
a Harbor Development Program, designed
to provide $2,000,000 per year by 1990
for new marinas and dockside service.
Sponsors say the legislation answers
perennial complaints from recreational
boaters about the lack of enough berths
on the Great Lakes and major inland
waterways.

Latest counts indicate that there are
less than 80,000 slips available to service
nearly 650,000 registered boats in the
state. And only about half the berths are
in the Great Lakes and connecting
waterways.

Plans call for the state to use public
land or acquire private property for use as
marinas with money generated by in-
creased boat registration fees. The new
docks and marinas would be built and
leased by private developers. The state
will build breakwaters, jetties and shore
protection, and provide dredging services
at the new marina sites.

Registration fees on boats are hiked
under the program with fee increases
ranging up to 50%. For example, small
boat fees are expected to rise about

$8, while boats 30 feet long and over
will face annual fees of $75 per boat,
up from the old fee of $50. The state also
expects to generate increased revenue
from higher fuel and boat sales.

Since the marinas will be privately
operated under long-term leases (up to
25 years), local governments will receive
more property tax revenue, from the
marinas and also from the new repair
facilities, fishing tackle and boat supply
stores, motels, restaurants, etc. that are
expected to be built as the program
matures. Most of the new facilities are
to be located near major population
centers (Detroit, Saginaw, Muskegon,
etc.), Lake Michigan ports, and major
inland waterways, especially Great Lakes
connecting waterways.

Researchers from Michigan State Uni-
versity are completing a survey of boating
needs, and will recommend the best lo-
cations for the marina expansion sites.

State guidelines are being drawn up
by the D.N.R. (subject to legislative
approval), and it is expected that the
new program will be ‘launched’’ by
the end of 1988.

Six states have agreed to establish a
$100 million trust fund for regional pol-
lution clean-ups and research around the
Great Lakes. However, the states aren’t
sure how they’ll raise the money, plan-
ned to generate $10 million per year by
1990.

Michigan’s share is estimated to be
up to $25 million, but Gov. James
Blanchard said the money would not
come at the expense of other anti-
pollution programs (Editor’s Note: If
you will refer to page 3 and Ballot
Proposal C, you'll see that contrary to
what Blanchard said, not only will the
money for Michigan’s share of this trust
fund come at the expense of other
anti-pollution programs, but it is going

Great Lakes fund planned

to come from borrowed money!).

The fund will be officially establish-
ed after legislatures of four states
approve enabling legislation; such bilis
will be introduced in the spring of 1989
in Michigan, lllinois, Wisconsin, Indiana,
Ohio and Minnesota (New York and
Pennsylvania may join later). The trust
is a response to the 1986 Great Lakes
Toxic Substance Control Agreement
signed by the state governors. Canada is
not included at this time.

State one-time contributions are
based on each state’s consumption of
Great Lakes water. Michigan is estimat-
ed to have the highest water usage at
about 24 percent of the total water used
by the states in the regional trust fund.

REPORT

ALL

PHONE:

1-800-292-7800

POACHING

Eagle growth
affected by food

New research suggests bald eagles may
have been as abundant on the northeast
coast in 18th century America as they
now are on the relatively pristine Pacific
northwest coast from Vancouver to
Alaska.

Andrew J. Hansen, a researcher, thinks
lack of food and good nesting sites may
have contributed to the decline of the
bald eagle in the U.S. Scientists had
blamed hunting and the pesticide DDT
for nearly wiping out bald eagles in
most of the U.S.

Writing in the journal Ecology, Hansen
credited some lucky ‘‘natural experi-
ments’’ in Alaska with tipping him off to
the importance of food supply to the
endangered species.

Hansen observed that in two years of a
four-year study of nesting bald eagles,
when there were big increases in available
food due to the presence of large num-
bers of salmon carcasses frozen in the
Chilkat River, during spring egg-laying
time, more eagles were attracted to the
area. Hansen said about 250 eagles were
drawn to the food ‘‘patches.”

Hansen, observing from a helicopter,
found that the eagles incubated their eggs
earlier, and concentrated their nesting in
the areas close to the extra food supply
of the frozen salmon carcasses. In other
years, without the extra food, the eagle
nests were spread out along the river.

These observations led Hansen to
conduct his own experiment. He put
extra food on gravel bars in the river
near sites where he had observed eagles
nesting. Comparing the number of chicks
raised by eagles close to the supplemental
salmon with the number raised by eagles
without the extra food supply, he found
that four of 12 chicks from families that
were near the extra food survived, while
only two of 48 chicks in other families
without the extra food nearby survived.
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Polluted rivers slow
Great Lakes cleanup

The Kalamazoo River, once a healthy
part of Michigan’s multi-million-dollar
sportfishing industry, now is considered
the most contaminated waterway in
Michigan, off-limits to anglers because of
high PCB contamination.

In Grand Haven, health department of-
ficials regularly urge Ottawa County
residents to avoid the Grand River
whenver there’s a heavy rainfall in Grand
Rapids. That's because nearly every time
it rains, the Grand Rapids sewer system
overflows, dumping millions of gallons of
raw sewage into the river, which flows to
Ottawa County.

These two polluted waterways have at
least two things in common: they both
flow into Lake Michigan, and thus they
both contribute to the contamination of
the Great Lakes, a problem decades away
from solution.

Cleaning up the more than 3,000 chem-
ical compounds determined to be in com-
mon use in the world’s largest fresh water
system is complicated, most environment-
alists agree. Pollution problems came
about over many years, and can’t be
expected to be solved overnight, they say.

In congressional hearing testimony this
past summer, Michigan United Conserva-
tion Clubs attorney Carol Favero said
toxic pollutants in the Great Lakes have
made Michigan the second-most contam-
inated state in the nation, behind New
Jersey. She says that estimates suggesting
the Lakes could be cleaned up in as few
as ten years are unrealistic.

Favero said, ‘‘It's taken decades to get
to this point of pollution, and 1'd say 50
years is a reasonable amount of time to
expect it to take to clean it up. And
it's going to take billions of dollars.

"We're making progress, but every year
more sites are added to the list of the
1,776 ‘most contaminated’ sites in the
state, and notone site has been completely
cleaned up and removed from the list,”
she said.

From Battle Creek down to Lake
Michigan, health advisories against fishing
the Kalamazoo River, called the most pol-
luted body of water in Michigan by the
Department of Natural Resources, have
been posted since 1977.

“The Katamazoo River is a perfect
example,” Favero said. “It used to be a
beautiful, multi-million-dollar  fishing
area for sport fishermen, and now there’s
an advisory against eating most species,”’
Favero said. “Compared to the size of
the problem, our progress is a small step.’”

The most obvious source of toxic pol-
lution to the Great Lakes is factories
that discharge waste water directly into
the basin, but less obvious ones include
air pollutants, leaking landfills, inadequate
sewage treatment plants, and runoff from
city streets and farmlands, scientists say.

The International Joint Commission
has identified 42 poliution ‘'hot spots”
in the Great Lakes basin, of which the
Kalamazoo River is one. Clean-up plans
for those sites are scheduled to be sub-
mitted to the Commission by 1991.

PREPARING SALMON
AND STEELHEAD EGGS

This is the way | prepare a skein of
salmon or steelhead eggs.

| first take a pair of scissors and cut
the skein right in the center and lay it
out flat. The membrane holds the eggs
all in place. | then take several pieces
of newspaper and lay it on a board.
Next, | take about 3 pieces of hand
towels, and place the eggs on the hand
towels with the membrane facing up. |
place another piece of hand towel on
top of the membrane and let it set for
24 hours. Then | take the salt shaker
and shake a little salt sparingly. | also
use raspberry Jell-o on both sides spar-
ingly; you can use cherry or strawber-
ry Jell-o as well. | prefer the raspberry,
as it gives the eggs a more natural color,

Next use plenty of powdered borax,
the kind you get from the sporting
goods store, not the grocery store kind. |
Let set for another 24 hours—that,
way the eggs are dried out. | then cut
the skein in sizes for one day’s fishing.
Place them in a paper sack and shake
well. Then place them in small Zip-
Loc freezer bags with all the excess
borax. Start to seal on both sides, leav-
ing a small section not sealed. Bend
the bags to get all the air out and then
finish sealing them. Place all the
freezer bags in a clean paper bag and
freeze. You'll find that these eggs have
excellent color, aroma and firmness
(not too hard), and they milk well.

Cut the eggs in bait sizes as you use
them. Place any unused eggs in the re-
frigerator for your next fishing trip.

—Heny D. Phillips, Waldport, Oregon
From Salmon Trout Steelheader, 11/83.
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LUDINGTON PROJECT MUST IN-
STALL PROTECTIVE FISH NET
Consumers Power Co. and Detroit Edi-
son must install a $550,000 temporary net
around the Ludington Pumped Storage
Plant to prevent fish destruction by plant
operations. On September 30, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission ordered
the net to be installed by next April 15,
The state Department of Natural Re-
sources estimates that perhaps $20 million
worth of sport fish, mainly salmon and
trout, are killed yearly by being sucked
into the plant’s pumps and turbines.
Consumers disputes the D.N.R. esti-
mate, saying that most fish killed are tiny
and the total loss is actually closer to
$50,000 per year. Consumers, which oper-
ates the plant, owns 51 percent of the
plant and Detroit Edison owns the rest.
According to state estimates, up to 11
percent more fish could be stocked in
Lake Michigan if the plant weren’t there.

- . a
LUDINGTON, NEW BUFFALO
BEACHES ARE STUDY SITES

Historic Big Sable Point lighthouse be-
came a high-tech computer station last
month for researchers studying coastal
currents and their effects on beach erosion.
The researchers first examined Lake Mich-
igan wave energy and sediment movement
at the natural beach at Ludington State
Park, and then moved to New Buffalo to
gather similar data at the artificially pre-
served beach there. It is believed coastal
engineering projects such as piers, jetties
and beach reconstruction have largely con-
tributed to beach erosion over the years.

The
DEADLINE

for material for the

NOVEMBER ISSUE
of

FISHIN’ TALES

is

OCTOBER 25, 1988

HERE'S HOW TO GET TO
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER
MEETINGS:

14 MILE |

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS |
St. Pius X Council No. 3848

6177 Chicago Rd. 264-4511
Warren, Michigan 48092

MOUND RD.

|

VAN DYKE
C

HOOVER

™13 MILE 13 MILE

1988 MEETING SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS, 7:30 P.M.
OCTOBER 25, 1988

NOVEMBER 29, 1988
DECEMBER 20, 1988

Visitors Welcome — Bring A Friend!

1KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALLi

Attention, ALL Detroit Area Steelheader
LIFE MEMBERS: In order to maintain your
status, you MUST pay the MSSFA its share
of the annual dues shown on the membership

application. For 1988 that amount is $16. 00
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