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DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS -

CREWS program is offered again

Spring is just around the corner, which
means it’s time again to turn our atten-
tion toward the coming season’s fishing
activities.

Last year, the Detroit Area Steel-
headers introduced a new fishing partners
program called CREWS. It was highly
successful in enabling those fisherpersons
who do not have a boat, or, having a boat
but lacking a crew, to put together a
fishing trip that otherwise may not have
materialized. Approximately 50 persons
participated in the program in 1984, and
some of those persons are now regular
crew members.

The program was used for tourna-
ments as well as non-tournament outings.
A few members even used it during the
fall months for river fishing trips.

For 1985, CREWS will continue.
Already, a few calls are coming in to the
Hot Line from members, asking that their
names be added to the CREWS list. We
will continue to use the names of those
who participated last year—no need to
re-up. If you were listed in CREWS in
1984, you need not call this year uniess
you elect not to participate in the CREWS
program this year.

For new Detroit Area Steelheaders,

River ends, trolling begins|

AuSABLE RIVER ROUND-ROBIN

The Detroit Area Steelheaders are
holding a season-ending Round Robin
River Tournament on Saturday, April 20
on the AuSable River. Fishermen repre-
senting the Saginaw and AuSable Chap-
ters will take part along with Detroit
Area Steelheaders.

This team event will feature three-
man teams made up of one fisherman
from each chapter, and there will be
awards for the first three place teams.
The entry fee is $5.00 per fisherman.

The pre-tournament meeting will be
held at the Breakfast Hut on US-23
between 5:00 and 5:45 a.m. The tour-
nament itself begins at 6:00 a.m. and
runs until 4:00 p.m. Weigh-in starts at
4:00 p.m. at the Dam Store in Foote
Site Village, and scales will be open
until 5:00 p.m.

Standard river tournament fishing
rules apply in this event except that

~ATT—sallm and trout will count in
determining tourney results.

Contact Steve Hamilton at 881-3871
for more information or to register in
advance, or see him at the Spring Show
or the Members’ Meeting.

BENTON HARBOR TWO-DAY

The Detroit Area Steelheaders’ Two-
Day Benton Harbor Tournament will take
place on Saturday and Sunday, April 27
and 28.

There will be a skippers’ meeting
at 6:00 a.m. on Saturday, with fishing
hours set from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The Saturday weigh-in is scheduled for
4:00 p.m.

There will be no skippers’ meeting on
Sunday, and fishing hours will run from
6:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Sunday
weigh-in is set for 1:30 p.m.

As has been the practice in the past,
advanced reservations will be made
for two nights at La Salle’s Marina,
which will serve as tournament head-
quarters.

Don’t miss this tournament—Ilast year
we experienced superb fishing at the
Benton Harbor event. The 28-boat fleet
in 1984 weighed in 189 fish (158 kings,
23 coho, five steelhead and three brown
trout) totaling over 1,600 pounds in just
one day of fishing!

For more information, call Bob
Ksionzek at 751-2144, or see him at the
Spring Show or the Members’ Meeting.

here is how the CREWS program works:

1) You want to go fishing but don’t own

a boat and all the equipment.
Call the Hot Line and you will be given
the names and phone numbers of six
boat owners who are active in the pro-
gram. Call them—they will be expecting
your call—and make your own arrange-
ments.

2) You are a boat owner, are planning a
fishing trip, and need one or more
crew members to fill the boat and help
share the expenses.

Call the Hot Line and receive the names

and phone numbers of both boat owners

and non-boat owners. You’ll be surprised
at how many boat owners are in the same
predicament!

3) You would like to fish a tournament
and can’t make last-minute arrange-
ments.

Show up early at the pre-tournament

Skippers’ Meeting and let the Tourna-

ment Director or one of the other Direc-

tors know that you are available. We'll
try to put you in touch with a skipper
needing an extra crewman,

The Hot Line will again be my home
telephone: (313) 463-7603. Call early in
the week for weekend trips, as plans are
usually solidified by Thursday.

Good Fishing and Tite Lines!

—Tom Schrinel
Woodstock

1984 CREWS Participants

Brian Glaser Bob Mitchell Clifford Hamm
Ed Horen Ted Warrow  Ron Koscielski
Ken Rogers Joel Garinger Dennis Holoway
Butch Ayers DonKirchoff Jack Goodrich
Bob Lewis BobJohnson Marvin Schroeder
John'Smelg Mark Clifford Doug Karakas

Jerry Zabel Lauren Bityk John Chwalibog
Al Schultz  Doug Trudell Steve Burkhalser
Bill Rozek Marie Skelly Chuck Huxford
Bob Foley Fred Hynick Warren Schramke
Bob Hull Russ Du Bois Sid Kolongowski

Ron Dayne Tom Schrinel Dennis Sharvy
Glen Shelby Don Navigato Mike Boroniec
Les Jump Tom Watson
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FISHIN’ TALES is published monthly by the
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS.

* %k ¥

The views expressed in FISHIN' TALES are
those of members and the Editor. The purpose
of FISHIN’ TALES /s to inform members of
events which affect the Sportfisherman. It is
our intention to teach, inform and guide
members to respect and appreciate the
Great Lakes, rivers and land around us.
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Material published in FISHIN” TALES may be
reprinted, provided proper credit is given to
the author, and to FISHIN' TALES as the
original source of the material, and that at
least one complete copy of the publication
containing the reprint is sent to the Editor at
the time of publication.

* ko
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Editor . . . ... ... ..... Joel Garinger
Field Editor . . . . . ... .... Ken Rogers
* * ok
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Robert Johnson 474-6860
Don Kirchoff 774-8083
Bob Kring 625-8397
Bob Ksionzek 751-2144
Jim Legenzoff 839-8958
Mike Lehto 478-9746
Bob Mitchell 528-1379
Ken Rogers 757-5653
Tom Schrinel 463-7603
Fred Tyszka 666-4665
Ted Warrow 981-2392
Michael Zelkowski 792-4679
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Send all materials for publication to:
JOEL GARINGER, Editor
12052 Wilfred, Detroit, Michigan 48213

FIRST ANNUAL STEELHEADERS
DINNER DANCE IS BIG SUCCESS

The Detroit Area Steelheaders staged
the First Annual Dinner Dance last
month with a turnout of over 100 people.
As one of the highlights of the event,
more than $700.00 worth of donated
prizes were given out to lucky ticket
holders.

Both the food and the music were
very good, and the women particularly
enjoyed the ‘sit-down’ serving style
for the dinner.

The Detroit Area Steelheaders give
SPECIAL THANKS to the following
contributors of the prizes:

LAKEVIEW TACKLE

MID-MICHIGAN FISHING SUPPLIES |

MRS. KATHY KSIONZEK HEADERS know how to do it on

JIM LEGENZOFF the dance floor, too!

Everyone who attended had a good time, and we hope that next year’s Dinner Dance
will be even bigger and better.

OIT AREA STEELHEADERS are shown here enj
their ladies at the First Annual Dinner Dance.

oy .
Coming Events
MEMBERS' MEETINGS
Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall, 6177 Chicago Road, Warren
March 26, 1985 . April 30, 1985 .

SPECIAL STEELHEADER DATES
* ANNUAL BOAT RAFFLE April 30, 1985 Knights of Columbus Hall

RIVER/SURF TOURNAMENTS

oying the cocktail hour with

May 28, 1985

DATE LOCATION CHAPTERS CONTACT

April 20  Au Sable River Detroit/AuSable/ Steve Hamilton, 881-3871
Saginaw
BOAT TOURNAMENTS

DATE LOCATION CONTACT
April 27-28 Benton Harbor (Two-Day) Bob Ksionzek, 751-2144

May 11 Lexington To Be Announced

June 1-2 Ludington {(Two-Day) To Be Announced

June 29-30 Oscoda (Two-Day) To Be Announced

July 13 New Buffalo To Be Announced

August 3 Port Austin {Ladies Day) To Be Announced

August 24 Grand Haven To Be Announced

September 7 Harbor Beach To Be Announced

set up at Members' meetings. ALL space is needed for seating the membership!

PLEASE NOTE: Until further notice, President Mitchell requests that NO VENDORS}
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Human rights are more important than fishing rights!!

The Michigan Civil Rights Commission,
during its February 20 public meeting in
Detroit, adopted this policy statement.

The Michigan Civil Rights Commission is
concerned about the alleged civil rights viola-
tions as a result of the treaty fishing issue.

The rights of Indians to fish in treaty waters
has been established under federal law and up-
held by the courts. Indians also have theright to
be free from discrimination on the basis of race
and national origin. When these rights are denied,
individuals may file complaints with the Michi-
gan Department of Civil Rights. Complaintsrelat-
ing to “backlash’’ violations will receive priority.

Civil rights violations have occurred more
frequently in those communities where strong
feelings and opinions about treaty fishing exist.
In some instances, persons who may cbject to
fishing methods have vented their objections
upon Indians who are not involved in treaty
fishing. Civil rights violations have occurred in
all aspects of Indian life, includingemployment,
education, housing, public accommodation and
public service. Indian people have been denied
public accommodations, Indian school children
have been harassed and unfairly treated, and law
enforcement responses to Indian complaints of
violence and property destruction have resulted
in unequal or inadequate service.

The Commission is required by the Michigan
Constitution and subsequent legisiation to pro-
tect and secure the equal enjoyment of civil
rights of all persons, without discrimination
because of religion, race, color or national
origin, Protected areas include employment,
housing, education, public accommodation and
public service. Statutory prohibitions against
discrimination based on age, sex, marital status,
height, weight and handicap are cited in the
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act and the Michigan
Handicapper's Civil Rights Act, both enacted in
1977. Strong enforcement action will be taken
to remedy proven acts of discrimination. We
will, however, attempt to facilitate, through
affirmative action programs, a better public un-

derstanding of the civil rights of all persons. Be-
cause of our responsibility and our knowledge
of previous incidents, we believe itis appropriate

to increase awareness and invite assistance in ..

the effort to resolve civil rights tensions.

The rights of individuals must be protected,
and the harassment of Indians, whether fishers
or non-fishers, must end. We believe that public
and private organizations in a!’%g@,mmunities, in-
cluding the Indian community, Most contribute
to a solution that will benefit all citizens
in Michigan.

The Commission has directed staff of the
Department of Civil Rights to work closely with
other state agencies on long- and short-term
programs that will prevent tension and conflict
relating to the Indian fishing issue. Programs

administered jointly with the Department of
Natural Resources and the Department of
Education will assure the dissemination of
accurate information to create better under-
standing. Ongoing communication between the
Departments of State Police and Natural Re-
sources, local enforcement agencies, tribal
leaders and Indian organizations will help to
monitor conditions and assure prompt response
to civil rights violations.

The Commission calls on individuals and
organizations to act with reason and respect in
dealing with the fishing issue. Law enforcement
agencies must closely monitor situations that
may arise in order to prevent or remedy any
unlawful acts when respect and reason fail.

Annval Boat Rafﬂe next month

DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS are shown here working hard selling Boat Raffle
tickets at the Boat Show. Don’t forget to get your tickets now!!

Patches & Decals

Membership Application
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

Free Line For One Reel, Steelheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,

SIZE ITEM PRICE QTY.| COST
5" dia. CHAPTER ARM PATCH 4.00 ea.
{8-color)
3" x4" WINDOW DECAL .25 ea.
11" x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.

11" x 14" CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.

MAILING FOR ABOVE ITEMS .50

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO
CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
“FISHIN TALES"'

12.00/yr.

TOTAL

Complate form and send with check or money order payable to:
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS
P.0. BOX 4438
AUBURN HEIGHTS, Mi 48057

These items are Chapter Fund Raisers—WE THANK YOU!

MSSFA Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal,

Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,

Membership Cards & Other Benefits.
ANNUAL DUES

New members & renewalsunderage62 . . ... ... ...... $25.00
(Detroit Area Chapter share—$12.00, State Association share—$13.00)
Renewals age 62t065 . . . . . . . . . . .. it $18.00
Renewals overage 85 . .. . .. . ... ... ... $8.00

{ )
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
CITY STATE 21P

Complete form and send with check or money order payable to:
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS
P.0. BOX 4438

AUBURN HEIGHTS, MI 48057 THANK YOU!




Page Four

FISHIN' TALES

March 1985

The varied joys of drift boat fishing

| sat anxiously in my seat at the Nov-
ember 1983 Members’ Meeting as the
winning ticket in the Detroit Area Steel-
header’s Drift Boat Raffle was drawn. My
hopes were dashed, as the winning num-
ber was not even close to any of the four
tickets | had purchased. | began to think
that my vision of owning a drift boat was
just that.

Fate stepped in, however, as the winner
decided to sell the boat and the potential
buyer mentioned in Fishin’ Tales never
materialized. | left the meeting the proud
owner of a 16-foot Koffler wide-body,
complete with oars and anchoring system,

| had been interested in drift boats
since | saw my first one on the Au Sable
in 1979. | took a couple of charter trips
on the Manistee in the spring of 1983 to
introduce myself to this style of fishing.
Based on these trips, what |'d read, and
advice readily given by the drift boat
fraternity, | rigged my boat, converted a
trailer, and filled a box with likely look-
ing plugs. The last order of business was
to convince my insurance agent that |
really needed boat insurance in the winter-
time, and that an aluminum ‘“rowboat”
(as he put it) was worth $3,000.

| selected the upper stretch of the
Manistee, where | had taken my guided
trips, for my maiden voyage. The date
was January 3, 1984, and there was a
Detroit Area Steelheader tournament
being held. Steve Hamiiton, who claimed
some drift boating experience, was my
crew as we approached the boat ramp
below Tippy Dam with my boat trailered
behind his van.

Our newness began to show immedi-
ately as we found the boat ramp to be a
whole lot slipperier on the way up than it
was on the way down, and we realized we
were stuck. In a gesture of pity, Detroit
Area Steelheaders Ed Yankoski 1l and
Brian Glaser rowed their boat ashore

JRENT-IT

RENT YOUR CAMPING NEEDS
FROM US AND SAVE!!

We carry: » Tents » Stoves o Lanterns
e Canoes « Outboards (June '84)

WE ALSO CARRY A COMPLETE LINE
OF TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

5425835 3738261
1126 S. Washington 2661 N. Opdyke
Royal Qak, Mi Pontiac, MI

- 4

PP

from above the coffer (missing valuable
tournament fishing time) to help, but an
anonymous four-wheeler had already
pulled us back up the incline.

Undaunted, we shoved off, and |
quickly realized that although | had read
about drift boats and fished in drift boats,
i had never rowed a drift boat. After
turning about three full circles, | calmed
down enough to hear laughter and
‘“you’re doing fine”” from John Wesley,
friend and proprietor of the Wellston Inn.
John had been quietly fishing the Bobber
Hole across from the boat ramp during
our entire circus launch. | learned right
then to beware of bank fishermen wear-
ing camouflage.

As pressure was light on the river this
winter day, we anchored across from the
popular Rock Pile and set out the plugs.
| had just gotten the feel of the oars when
the left outside rod slammed down and

A T B - z
SUMMER DRIFT BOATING on the upper Manistee River.

Eiad
B

Steve velled ‘“Fish On!” A short time
later, Steve's first drift boat Steelhead, a
chrome 7% pound hen, was in the net,
the victim of a double eagle Hot Shot. |
didn’t think it could be that easy, and as
if to prove the point, we didn't hook a
fish the rest of that trip down the river.

After a coupie of more reasonabiy suc-
cessful trips on the Manistee, including a
four-fish day during the annual Wellston
Area Tourist Association Super Tourna-
ment, | felt ready to take a completely
green crew up for a trip. Two of my
friends from work, who had little fishing
experience, and | set out from Tippy
Dam on Saturday, March 10. The temper-
ature on the Wellston Bank clock had
shown 0° F as we drove to breakfast, and
my crew had seemed apprehensive.

We worked one slot below the Rock

LITTLE BILL
OWNER

533.9070

LITTLE BILL’S TROPHIES

OUR ENGRAVING MAKES
THE DIFFERENCE

25886 W. SIX MILE ROAD
REDFORD. MIl. 48240
1 BLK. WEST OF BEECH DALY

ANTHONY J. PACH
ANTHONY V. PACH

MOTOR TUNE UPS

Airline Auto

Electric Service, Inc.

1212 E£. NINE MILE
BETWEEN JOHN R. & DEQUINDRE
HAZEL PARK, MICH. 48030

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
GENERATORS . STARTERS . REGULATORS AND
CARBURETORS REBUILT AND EXCHANGED

LincoLn 4.7494
Lincoun 4-4343

Mon. THRU FrI
8 AM. 10 6 P.M.

. ~a
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Pile with no action, and moved on down
to Suicide Bend. | set the plugs out while
giving brief explanations on what we were
attempting to do, and before | could pull
my anchor one of the outside rods slam-
med down. My explanation must have
been too brief because the fish was off
before my crew knew what to do.

| started to row, and within a minute
it was ‘Fish On’" again. This time the fish
was hooked and well-played, but it broke
off as it rolled on the surface just out of
reach of the net. Back out went the plugs
and we were soon into another fish. | was
thinking my lucky crew member was into
a real ‘wall-hanger’ of a Steelhead, but in-
stead | slipped the net under a 15 pound
chinook, a rarity on the Manistee for
March. We hooked three more fish in this
same hole but could land only one.

Downstream holes provided more
action and we anxiously awaited the next
day’s fishing as we celebrated in Manistee
that evening. However, it was not to be,
as severe weather and mild hangovers
kept us off the river on Sunday. I've
found that, while I've never been blown
off in my drift boat, | have been rained
off, snowed off and frozen off the water
in the last year.

A later trip in March to the upper sec-
tion of the Manistee yielded my first non-
salmonoid, a four pound walleye which |
released, and my largest Steelhead to
date, one that went just over 13 pounds.
This fish was taken at high water down-
stream from the Dinner Bell in a pet spot
known as the ''25 Foot Hole” {(actually
measured with a depthfinder at 21 feet
during low water). A dark male, it jumped
six times and fought for a full half-hour
before it fell to a gold Hot-N-Tot.

All of my trips have been learning ex-
periences in the last year. What | learned
most from a one-day trip to the Rifle
River near Omer was not to go on April 1,
the opening day of sucker dipping season.
It was a scene out of the movie “‘Deliver-
ance” as we ran the stretch from Omer to
the iron bridge downstream, amid com-
ments like ‘‘Hot damn, Clyde—!I ain't
never seen nothin’ like that.”

Mid-April found Steve Hamilton and !
on the Au Sable for the annual Round
Robin Tournament. Fishing pressure was
much lighter than | had anticipated,
based on the last time | had fished the
river from the bank. We took one fish
that day, a beautiful 10% pound buck,
good enough to earn Steve .first-place
honors in the tourney. We lost two other
fish, one of which | fought for 20 min-
utes that |'m certain was larger than the
fish we landed. Even though we took
only one fish, | was satisfied with my first
trip down the Au Sable, especially since

we could only use two rods per tourna-
ment rules.

The spring season ended without my
getting out again. But in mid-July, | took
an experimental drift boat/camping trip
with my friend Doug Scott. We floated
an upper section of the Manistee from
Hodenpyl Dam to Red Bridge, camping
overnight in between. The drift boat
proved to be perfect for holding plenty
of camping gear and beer. | expected to
catch walleyes and browns, but temper-
atures in the mid-90’s and lack of effort
made for only one walleye dinner. The
scenery alone was almost worth the trip.

! was anxious to try some salmon fish-
ing in my boat after lucking into a king in
the spring. Accordingly, the weekend of
August 25 found me back on the Man-
istee. | was just a bit early, though, and
the hottest, brightest weekend of the year
didn’t help things. | had two salmon on
each day but failed to boat any, although
the warm weather and not seeing another
person on the river made it enjoyable.

My next trip was the Inter-Chapter
Tournament, held on the Manistee on
November 3. My crew consisted of Steve
Hamilton and my neighbor, Metro-West
Chapter member Harvey Harms, who was
indispensible in helping me rig my boat.

| was anxious to experience the power
of the fall fish everyone raved about, and
halfway through Suicide Bend we got
that opportunity. After an unbelieveable
fight in which the fish went around,
under and almost over Joel Garinger’s
boat anchored nearby, Steve landed a
pretty 12 pound, 7 ounce male Steelhead
which proved to be the largest of the 75
fish weighed in that day. The fish came
on a gold foil/black bill Hot Shot, my
most successful plug by far this year. Har-
vey, looking for that first big Steelhead,
fought five fish over that weekend, in-
cluding one that he fought for over 40
minutes and which we never even got a
look at, but he was only able to land a
skipper, which we released.

The following weekend, | returned to
the Manistee and found fishing slower,
but managed to take a couple of fish each
day. The uppermost river was filled with
spawning kings, and | hooked seven fish
in the slot below the Rock Pile. This trip
did provide my most unusual catch to
date, however.

We were rowing downstream from the
Dinner Bell in a narrow part of the river
where guide Emil Dean is often seen
anchored when we heard a shot. Since
small game season was open and deer sea-
son was only a couple of days away, this
was not unusual, but it was close enough
to cause me to flinch in my seat in the
front of the boat. Suddenly we saw a

D produces another March
Steeihead for the author.

partridge fluttering on crippled wings
across the river just ahead of the boat. It
pitched into the water a few feet ahead of
the boat and disappeared for what seem-
ed like a long time, only to reappear
downstream. | netted it and we rowed
over to give it to the hunter, who by now
had arrived at the river bank and was
both surprised and thankful.

Thankful also sums up my feelings
concerning my first year drift boating. |
thought owning the boat would mean
rowing the boat all the time and not
being able to catch fish myself, but that
hasn’t been the case. All of my crew
members have been willing to learn to
row and share the fishing.

Drift boaters such as John (Capt.
Hook) Tymensky, Gary Gray, and Keith
Kampanien have been more than willing
to share information, from techniques
and bait selection right down to the
location of favorite holes.

A special thanks is due to John Wesley
for providing honest information con-
cerning river conditions, and for shagging
vehicles as needed.

| can only hope that my second
season of drift boating is as rewarding
and as much fun as my first.

—Bill Vance
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Here’s how “Top 10” skippers do it!

At the close of the 1984 Boat Trolling
Tournament season, a survey was taken
of the top ten finishers for the ““Skipper
of the Year’ award of the Detroit Area
Steelheaders.

The purpose of the survey was to
gather information about the latest and
most successful salmon and trout catch-
ing methods used on the Great Lakes.

A list of 29 questions about fishing
equipment and techniques was compiled
and sent to each of the top ten skippers.
The following is a summary of their
answers,

The average size tournament was
21 feet long. The smallest boat among
them was a 19-foot Wellcraft owned by
Gary Clark; the largest was a 26-foot
Carver belonging to Ted Warrow. Nine
of the top ten boats were rigged with
four downriggers, and the other one
had five. Half of the boats were equipped
with manual-type downriggers while the
other half used the electric type.

All skippers thought that it was very
important to have a boat with at least
four downriggers, so that the widest
possible trolling area could be covered.

In addition to downriggers, all tourna-
ment boats were also equipped with a
graph, a temperature gauge, an FM marine
radio, and some sort of speed indicator.
Some boats were also outfitted with a
digital depth finder or a Loran C unit. -

TYPICAL SEASONAL RIGS

The typical spring set-up on a top ten
tournament boat was four downriggers
covering the 5- to 30-foot depths and
either outriggers or planer boards to
spread two surface lines. Two of the top
ten boats also used deep divers to vary
the lure spread.

For summer, the usual set-up for lake
trout at such tournament ports as Port
Austin and Oscoda consisted of four
downriggers on or near the bottom
with dodger/peanut or dodger/fly com-
binations run ten feet behind the cannon-
ball. Stacker !ines were also very popular,
run about ten feet above the dodgers and
rigged with a variety of spoons.

For late summer king or chinook sal-
mon, the typical set-up varied somewhat.
All skippers used four downriggers with
either two stacker rods or two deep diver
rods to vary lure spread. Some skippers
stated that they also experimented with a
surface line or a deep diver run from an
outrigger at times.

The survey also revealed an interesting
pattern for staggering the downriggers

among the top ten skippers. Seven of
them set up their downriggers with the
inside or rear riggers the deepest. The
outside downriggers were set somewhat
shallower to avoid tangles. The remaining
three skippers stated that they just spread
their lures apart, but in no particular
fashion,

FAVORITE LURES

For spring, the lures favored by the
top ten skippers were: Rapalas, Bombers,
Hot-N-Tots, and a variety of spoons such
as Flutterchucks, Nailers, Lucky Lures
and Stainless Steelers,

For summer, the skippers liked the
dodger/peanut, dodger/sparkle fly, or
spoon combinations for lake trout. The
most popular spoons were Suttons and
Flutterchucks.

By late summer, the leading skippers
were going after chinook and king salmon
with J-Plugs, a variety of spoons, and
dodger/fly combinations.

The use of smaller lures rather than
the magnum size lures for spring fishing
was a toss-up among all ten of the skip-
pers. Three of the top five skippers, how-
ever, preferred the larger lures.

When asked about lure doctoring with
either tape or paint, eight out of ten skip-
pers preferred doctoring their lures rather
than using the standard, off-the-shelf lure
colors. The other two found that it made
no difference for them and used the lures
as packaged.

Favorite lure colors among the skippers
were as follows (in order of popularity):
Lake Trout—

1) Green 2) Chartreuse 3) Black

King Salmon—

1)} Green 2) Silver 3) Black
4) Chartreuse

Steelhead—

1) Red, orange or pink 2) Chartreuse
3) Silver/Biue 4) Silver/green

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

The use of deep divers has gained in
popularity, with six of the top seven
skippers responding in the survey that
they used them. The remaining four
skippers did not use them at all.

When asked about monitoring temper-
atures faithfully, five skippers replied that
they did, while four stated that they only
monitor temperature some of the time.

On the question of faithfully keeping
a fishing log, two of the top three skip-
pers answered yes, and three of the top
five kept a log at least some of the time.
Three skippers stated that they do not
use a fishing log at all.

The breakdown on the distances that
skippers run their lures behind the boat
showed a 50/50 split among the skippers.
Five preferred to run their lures within
30 feet of the downrigger, while the other
five preferred to run them more than 30
feet away.

When asked about the use of bait such
as smelt or alewife (which are sometimes
clipped in a special holder and trolled
behind a dodger), none of the top ten
skippers acknowledged using this method.

The weight of monofilament fishing
line used by seven of the top ten skippers
was 20 pound test, used all season long.
The other three skippers reported using
somewhat lighter line in the spring, then
changed to 20 pound test or heavier
during the summer,

All boats acknowledged the use of
‘add-a-lines’, and a preference for fishing
away from the pack.

VARIABLES—-AND
HOW TO ADJUST FOR THEM

While there are admittedly many
factors which are important in catching
fish, the top ten skippers listed the
following variables {in order) as being
MOST important,

1) Boat speed

2) Lure color

3) Water temperature

4) Distance of lure behind cannonball

5) Fishing the structure

6) Information over the radio

7) Locating baitfish

8) Avoiding other boats

Once feeding fish are located, the top
ten skippers think that the following
adjustments should be made to turn the
fish ON!

1)} Change lure color

2) Vary boat speed

3) Change boat direction

4) Run a zig-zag course

5) Change lures

6) Change lure distance behind the

cannonball

Nine of the top ten skippers believe
that it is extremely important to fish a
particular tournament port the day before
the actual tournament. Most skippers
stated that they use the pre-tournament
day to check out equipment and to
locate fish.

Adjusting to varying weather condi-
tions is another important factor in
catching fish. The top ten skippers adapt-
ed to the specific weather conditions
listed as follows.

... /Continued on next page
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—DAY AFTER A STORM—
1) Listen to the radio to help find fish
2) Fish in the direction the wind was
coming from during the storm
3) Move to deeper, more stable water
4) Make no special adjustments

—LAKE IS DEAD CALM—
1) Vary speed and run a zig-zag course
2) Move to deeper water and fish deeper
3) Use faster speeds and longer leads
4) Run chrome dodgers
5) Experiment

—BRIGHT SUN OQVERHEAD—

1) Fish deeper
2) Use silver lures and bright colors

PREFERRED CHOICES FOR
FISHING EQUIPMENT,
LURE COLORS AND TIMES

The top ten skippers rated the follow-
ing equipment as being most important
to have on board their boat:

1) FM marine radio
2) Depth indicator

3) Speed indicator

4) Temperature gauge
5) Graph

6) Loran C

When asked about their choice of fure
color at various times of day and at var-
ious water depths, the top ten skippers
responded as follows:

Dark colors for early morning and cloudy
conditions

Bright colors for after daylight and sun-
ny conditions

Dark colors and silver or gold for fishing
deep (50 feet or more)

The most productive times of the day
were rated by the top ten skippers as
follows:

1) First light

2) Mid-morning

3) Late morning

4) Dusk

5) Afternoon

Seven of the top ten skippers stated
that they took certain precautions be-
fore handling lures. These were to avoid
handling gasoline and oil, and to wash
their hands.

I would like to thank the top ten
"‘Skippers of the Year” from 1984—
Bob Kanas, Ed Choinski, Darrin Harris,
Bob Ksionzek, Mike Zelkowski, Mike
Boroniec, Ted Warrow, John Chwalibog,
Bob Kring and Gary Clark for their
co-operation.

| hope that this survey will prove
helpful to the many boat trollers in the
Detroit Area Steelheaders in improving
their catch for 1985.

—Ken Rogers
The Boston Whaler

Is a 50 Ib. salmon possible??

According to Dr. Howard Tanner, who
has returned to fisheries research work at
Michigan State University after serving as
Director of the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, there just might be
a b0-pound salmon in your future!!

Dr. Tanner and Dr. Donald L. Garling
are currently trying to develop and
introduce “‘triploid”’ salmon into the
Great Lakes. Triploid salmon are fish that
do not develop sexually. Therefore, they
live and longer and thus grow bigger.

The technigues for achieving triploidy
can best be explained as follows. All
species of Pacific salmon cease to grow
as sexual maturity approaches. Salmon
eggs that have been subject to the stress
of heat or cold shock in the few minutes
immediately following fertilization, pro-
duce fish with a chromosome arrange-
ment that is triploid (three sets) instead
of the normal diploid (two sets).

Triploid fish will not develop function-
al gonads (eggs or sperm) and will never
mature sexually. Hence, the lifespan and
growing period for triploid fishes is
greatly expanded—normally four years
for chinook and three years for coho.

In the growth pattern of a normal, or
diploid, salmon, a substantial portion of
the food intake is allotted to the develop-
ment of the gonads. In a triploid salmon,
this allocation need not occur, and this is
expected to aiso result in increased growth .

The potential for other advantages also
exists. The other changes that normally
accompany sexual maturity will not occur.
The fish will stay bright instead of darken-
ing, the flesh will remain of high quality,
and the hooked jaw and humped back will
not develop. Without sexual maturity, the

Lakeside
Fishing
Shop

* OPEN 361 DAY A YEAR =

for all your fishing needs

(313) 777-7003 (313) 777-7004
Hot Line (313) 777-7008

25110 Jefferson
St. Clair Shores, M| 48081
{corner of 10 Mile & Jefferson)

salmon will not make the normal spawn-
ing migration but will instead remain in
the lake and continue to grow to be avail-
able to the fisherman as an increasingly
larger fish in “‘prime’’ condition.

Mortality rates when salmon eggs are
subjected to heatshock appears tobeabout
20-25%, based on previous experiments.

At the present time, eggs that were tak-
en in October, 1984 from the egg-taking
weir on the Little Manistee and the heat-
shocked after fertilization are beingheld at
the MSU campus hatchery for observation.

In October, 1985, if all goes well, Dr,
Tanner and company should be prepare
to heat-shock chinook and some coho eggs.
It is then anticipated that the surviving fish
will be released in the spring of 1986.

Prior to release, all salmon that have
been heat-shocked (and therefore believed
to be triploid in their genetic make-up),
will be tagged with a coded micro tag em-
bedded in the cartilage of the snout. The
Then all Great Lakes states and the prov-
ince of Ontario will be alerted to the fin
clip and the presence of the micro tag.

It is apparent that both Dr. Tanner and
Dr. Garlinghave high hopes of success with
their project, but nonetheless their hopes
are guarded, as setbacks can always occur.

I, for one, agree that the exciting sport
fishery for salmon and trout that is pres-
ent in the Great Lakes today can be made
even more attractive by the addition of
salmonoids of larger size. | also hope that
their project is successful.

I would like to thank Dr. Tanner
for providing me with the information
for this article,

—Ken Rogers
The Boston Whaler
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NEED A FISHING PARTNER

OR
ANOTHER CREW MEMBER?
~
Do you want to fish in the
Boat Trolling Tournaments
but don’t have a boat?

If the answer is ves to either of these
questions, make a telephone call and
have your wishes come true!

CRENS
Hot Line

CONTACT: TOM SCHRINEL
(313) 834-8855 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.)
(313) 463-7603 (after 6 p.m.)
CREWS HOT LINE is a Detroit Area

Chapter club service for members.

Want Ads:

FOR SALE—-One of a kind graph, 1600 Tela-
sonic 6, 52° transducer, in excellent
condition, used very little last two years,
unit check this spring, many features.
Original cost $845.00, asking $325.00 for
quick sale,

Call Tony: 881-4939

FOR SALE-Two Luhr Jensen downriggers,
2’ arms w/o mounting bases, $50.00 each.
One Pelican speedometer and transducer
w/o mounting bracket, $80.00. Suzuki 1983
9.9 hp, less than 20 hours, $900.00 or best
offer.

Call Al Bell: 525-5386 (after 5:00 p.m.)

FOR SALE-1982 Mercury 50 hp outboard,
low hours, excellent condition, $2000.00.
Two Riviera manual downriggers, 48" long
arms with rod holders, $40.00. Five Penn
209 reels with new drags, $18.00 each.

Call Ron Koscielski: 977-9240 {after 3:00 p.m.)

FOR SALE—Winner 21’ Sport Fisher with cud-
dy cabin, excellent condition, fully equip-
ped for day or night salmon, walleye or
muskie fishing.

Call Don Navigato: 358-5588 or 478-2098

WANTED-Deep 'V’ aluminum boat, 14’ or
15 only.

Call Joel: 372-4833 (after 5:00 p.m.)

Here’s how to get to Detroit Area Steelheaders meetings:
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FOR SALE—Great Lakes starter package:
18’ Thompson runabout with full canvas, 90
hp Evinrude plus Mercury trolling motor,
Little Dude trailer, electric winch and spare.
Fishing equipment includes three Riviera
downriggers, Telisonar graph, Regency Po-
laris FM/AM/CB, four rods and reels, life
preservers, etc. Full price $3750.00 with
10% off 1o member. )

Call Ed Mcintosh: 626-6613

FOR SALE—1973 Chrysler 21° bowrider,
1983 Johnson 140 hp outboard, with tan-
dem trailer and full canvas. Ready 1o fish.

Call Mike Zelkowski: 792-4679 (evenings)
756-5200 (days)

FOR SALE-—K-Line downriggers, 3 arms,
swivel bases, rod holders, counters, $60.00
each.

Call Steve: 881-3871

FOR SALE—1963 Safety Mate 15" with 70 hp
Evinrude. Boat, motor and trailer, $1900.00
or best offer.

Call Al Schultz: 543-6704

FOR SALE—-1976 Rockwood tent camper,
sleeps eight, with extras, $2,300.00 or
best offer.

Call Al Schultz: 543-6704

FOR SALE—-1983 Aqua Sport XF200, 21’
fully equipped for Great Lakes salmon and
trout fishing. Trailer plus extras, excellent
condition, $17,900.00 or best offer.

Call Marty: 477-0885

FOR SALE—1979 Centwury 5000 with Mercury
260 /O and 4-wheel trailer, $14,500.00.

Call: 791-4996 or 296-7892

The
DEADLINE
for material for the
APRIL ISSUE
of
FISHIN' TALES
is

APRIL 2,1985

! 1985 MEETING SCHEDULE
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS HALL

(see map)

MARCH 26, 1985
APRIL 30, 1985
MAY 28, 1985

Visitors welcome—bring a friend!




