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WAS SAGINAW MEETING A “DOG AND PONY” SHOW?

Are Steelheaders heing sold out???

The Lake Huron Advisory Committee
met on April 16, 1984. Here are edited
minutes of that meeting.

Andy Pelt, Executive Director of the
Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fisher-
men’s Association, called the meeting to
order at 7:30 p.m.

Ron Skoog, Director of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, started off
with a few basic statements: 1) There is a
place in Lake Huron for a commercial
fishery; 2) There is a resource which
ought to be harvested; 3) Commercial
fishers are a user group which has the

same rights to harvest a resource as
sport fishermen; 4) All groups have this
right so long as the resource remains
unharmed and other user groups are
unharmed,

To relate the project to Indian fishing,
Skoog said that the tribes are increasing
fishing activity and there is a lot of
congestion in the north. To relieve this
congestion, the DNR could move non-
Indian commercial fishers into southern
Lake Huron and southern Lake Michigan.

He said that the Indians want to settle
the conflict that they want to live in

Season opens at Benton Harbor

HEAVY LAKE HURON iCE forced the openlng Boat Tournament of the 1984 sea-
son to be moved from Lexington to Benton Harbor. Shown here are Dave Prudhomme,
Jimmy Wilson and Herb Rinke of ““Trout About,’’ eleventh place finishers at the
tourney. A full report, pictures and standings are inside starting on page four.

peace like everyone else. The DNR s
trying to work out an agreement to phase
the Indians out of gill nets and into trap
nets over a period of time. The Indians
have agreed to stay out of prime sport-
fishing water during peak time if the
northern Lake Huron whitefish harvest is
cut by 500,000 pounds.

The DNR would like to move a single
commercial fisherman into the Thumb
area, and possibly off Oscoda, under a
research permit, If this fisherman is suc-
cessful, his license would be transferred
permanently from his old area to the
new area.

Skoog said that Michigan enjoys a
sport fishery second to none. This is
due in part to better controls over com-
mercial fishing. There now is limited
entry into commercial fishing, something
which did not exist years ago. With a
research permit, any sorts of restrictions
can be added to gain better control over
the fishery.

He noted that an option to the use
of trap nets, which remain in the water,
would be to use purse seines, which are
only in the water for a few hours at most.

Skoog closed by saying that there is a
resource in southern Lake Huron which
can be utilized. Admittedly it doesn’t
compare in importance with the sport
fishery, he said, but it can be harvested
without a great deal of conflict. Finally,
he observed that there is room for both
kinds of fishery but sportfishing will
always dominate.

John Scott, of the Fisheries Division
of the DNR, spoke next. He began by
saying that he supports the issuance of
research permits off Port Sanilac, Oscoda,
and possibly other places. He gave a short
history of commercial and sportfishing,
and the DNR's involvement since salmon
were planted in the 1960's. He stated that
the DNR has not made too many serious
mistakes in administering their programs

Continued on Page Seven . ../

SEE PAGE 7 FOR EDITOR'S COMMENTS
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DETROIT AREA CHAPTER of the Michigan

Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association.
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The views expressed in FISHIN' TALES are
those of Chapter members and the Editor. The
purpose of FISHIN' TALES /s to inform Chap-
ter members of events which affect the Sport-
fisherman. It is our intention to teach, inform
and guide members to respect and appreciate
the Great Lakes, Rivers and Land around us.
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Material published in FISHIN’ TALES may be
reprinted (unless permission is specifically de-
nied in a note accompanying the material) pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, and
to FISHIN’ TALES, and that at least one copy
of the publication containing the reprinted ma-
terial (complete, and showing the reprint as it
actually appeared) is sent to the Editor at the
time of publication. Credit to FISHIN’ TALES
as the original source MUST appear immedi-
ately after the end of the reprinted material
and MUST take the foliowing form: Reprinted
courtesy of FISHIN' TALES, the magazine of
the DETROIT AREA CHAPTER. Anyone
interested in joining the DETROIT AREA
CHAPTER, Michigan Salmon and Steelhead
Fishermen’s Association is invited to write to:
Dennis Holoway, Membership Chairman
P. O. Box 4438, Auburn Heights, M| 48057
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Oscoda is site of Chapter tourney,
inter-Chapter Fish Off

The Detroit Area Chapter’s Oscoda Tournament will take place on Saturday, June
23. Our headquarters for the tourney will be Fellow's Riverpointe Marina, with the
-skippers” meeting taking place there at 6:00 a.m. Fishing begins at 7:00 a.m. and runs
until 3:00 p.m., with the weigh-in following at 4:00 p.m. back at Fellow’s Marina.,

In addition to our tournament, we will be having our annual Fish Off against the
Au Sable Chapter. Depending on how many boats they have entered, we’ll stake our
best like number against them with the loser buying a keg of beer. All of our regular
Chapter rules will apply for our tournament, but if you wish to participate in the Fish
Off, you'll have to stay within boundaries requested by the Au Sable Chapter. The
boundaries are up to the silver tower about six miles to the north and to Au Sable
Point about five miles to the south.

Fellow’s Marina is reserving about 20 slips for us for the event. They will be avail-
able for both Friday and Saturday night at $.40 per foot per boat per night. Fellow's
has excellent facilities including restrooms and showers, as well as a fish cleaning table.
Anyone wishing a slip can sign up at the May Members’ Meeting, or you can contact me
at 751-2144 (evenings). Maps of the area and showing how to get to Fellow’s will be
available at the Members’ Meeting. Good Fishin’!

—Bob Ksionzek;
Boat Tournament Director

Coming Events
MEMBERS’ MEETINGS

Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Behnan Social Hall, 25536 Lahser Road, Southfield

May 29, 1984 - June 26, 1984 . July 31, 1984
MEETING PROGRAMS
DATE SPEAKER TOPIC
May 29 Terry McCaffrey Walleye Trolling in Lake Erie

BOAT TOURNAMENTS

DATE LOCATION CO-ORDINATOR
June 23 Oscoda Bob Ksionzek, 751-2144
July 7 New Buffalo To Be Announced
July 28 Port Austin (Ladies Day) To Be Announced
August 11 L.udington To Be Announced

September 8 Harbor Beach To Be Announced

U g

Terry's Sportfishing Charters

APRIL-MAY JUNE-JULY AUGUST-SEPTEMBER
Salmon and Trout Walleye Salmon and Trout
Benton Harbor Lake Erie Frankfort

Lake Michigan Lake Michigan
FULLY EQUIPPED 24’ Thompson hardtop inspected by the D.N.R.
Captain licensed by U.S.C.G. Affiliated with other boats to handle
large groups. Treat yourself to the experience of trolling the Great
Lakes for Salmon and Trout.

sssss “LET'S GO FISHING!” +++++

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BROCHURE

- (313) 729-1889

or Write: ' TERRY McCAFFREY — 1433 Selma, Westland, MI 48185
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1984 Annual Chapter Boat Raffle

is a great success!!

The 1984 Detroit Area Chapter Boat
Raffle culminated in the grand prize
drawing at the Members’ Meeting on
April 24.

Winners of the raffle prizes are:

First Prize—Kevin McCann
{Farmington Hills)

Lund boat, Suzuki outboard, Shore-

lander trailer
Second Prize—Rick Sabol

(Bloomfield Hills)

Lowrance X1550 graph

Third Prize—William Howey
{Ypsilanti)
Big Jon downrigger and trolling bar
Fourth Prize—J.L. Thomas
(Bowling Green, Ohio)
Charter on “Terry's Toy”
Fifth Prize—Ken Tomaszewski
(Mt. Clemens)
Two Eagle Claw rods and Ryobi reels

BOB MITCHELL, Vice President and
Boat Raffle chairman, is shown drawing
the five lucky tickets.

Kevin bought nis winning ticket at the
Chapter booth at the Silverdome Boat
Show.

I |

CHET’S BOAT LIVERY, INC. |

113 E. Spring Street
Port Austin, Ml 48467

Y Phone: (517) 738-8446 &

14 ft. RENTAL BOATS
BAIT e TACKLE

Cottage on water For Rent

Open at 6:30 a.m. — 7 days
Wells Available

L——-——————-um-

&.‘ % E““""@ v .
PRESI SCH congratu-
lates Raffle winner Kevin McCann.

In the ticket sales competition, five

_members sold more than 20 books of

ticket. Mike Zelkowski took top honors
and won a life membership and fishing
trip by selling 64 books of tickets. Tim
McGee won a three year membership and
a fishing trip with 51 books sold, while
Dave Prudhomme claimed the third prize
of a two year membership with sales of
43 books. Tim Kelly and Harry Haskins
each won a one year membership with
identical totals of 21 books sold. In addi-
tion, 16 members sold more than ten
books and will qualify for the special
drawing.

The bottom line is that this year’s
raffle was a great success. | want to take
this last chance to once again thank all
the vendors and manufacturers who help-
ed us acquire our raffle prizes. Thanks
also to all the members who helped out
at the shows, and to everyone who sold
a ticket. The success of this major Chap-
ter fund raiser is dependent on the.mem-
bership, and you all came through with

flying colors.
—Bob Mitchell

JANTHONY J. PACH
'ANTHONY V. PACH

MOTOR TUNE UPS

Airline Auto

Eleciric Service, Inc.

1212 E. NINE MILE

BETWEEN JOHN R. & DEQUINDRE
HAZEL PARK, MICH. 48030

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
! GENERATORS - STARTERS . REGULATORS AND

CARBURETORS REBUILT AND EXCHANGED

LiIncoLn 4-7494
Lincown 4-4343

Mon. THrRu FRri.

8 AM. 1o 6 PM.

CHAPTER BOAT PENNANTS,
TOURNAMENT T-SHIRTS
OFFERED AS FUND RAISERS

To help raise needed funds this year,
Detroit Area Chapter boat pennants will
be available to all tournament participants.
The 14" x 23" triangular-shaped pennant,
royal blue with a dark blue Steelheader
insignia and ‘‘Detroit Area Steelheaders”
lettering, looks real sharp flying from a
radio antenna and is a good way of letting
other boats on the lake know you’re a
Detroit Area Chapter member.

The pennant is made of durable nylon
fabric with strong stitching and features
two grommetted holes for tie-on. It will
be available at all tournaments as well as
the Members’ Meetings for $10.00.

In addition, T-shirts are for sale at the
tournaments, commemorating the partic-
ular tournament. Each T-shirt features the
Steelheader insignia on the front and will
be offered in a different color with con-
trasting lettering of port location for each
tournament. They're priced at $6.00 each.

There are still some Benton Harbor T-
shirts available, dark blue with yellow in-
signia and lettering. Pick one up at the
May Members’ Meeting.

—Bob Ksionzek
Boat Tournament Director

BLUE HORIZON
COURT

MOTEL & EFFICIENCIES
Oscoda

(at mouth of AuSable River)

Boat Dockage
Available
In Area

Fish Cleaning
Station
Fish Freezer
10% DISCOUNT
TO ALL STEELHEADERS

(917) 739-8487

RENT YOUR CANPING NEEDS
FROM US AND SAVE!!

We carry: « Tents « Stoves « Lanterns
e Canoes « Quthoards (June '84)

WE ALSO CARRY A COMPLETE LINE
OF TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

542-5835 373-8261 ¢
1126 S. Washington 2661 N. Opdyke
Royal Oak, Ml Poatiac, Ml
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LAKE HURON ICE FORCES TOURNEY TO MOVE TO BENTON HARBQR

First tourney was a superb day of fishing

In spite of having to relocate the Chap-
ter's first boat tournament to Benton
Harbor at the last minute, we still man-
aged a real good turnout and found some
pretty good fishing at this Lake Michigan
port for the April 28 season-opening tour-
nament. The change of location was
forced by ice conditions on southern
Lake Huron.

Thirty boats showed up for this
one-day event, and they found fishable
lake conditions for the 7:00 a.m. Satur-
day start. Most of the fish were taken
straight out in front of the pier heads, in
the mud line formed by the emptying St.
Joseph River, or within two to three
miles north. A few were taken to the
south. Trolling baits at the 25’ to 40’
range in 45’ to 65’ of water seemed to be
the ticket.

A wide variety of baits produced fish,
but the more effective were: No. 4 J-
Plugs and Producer Plugs in gold or silver;
Rapalas and Bombers in the black, pear!
and orange ‘“Dot’’ models or the green,
orange and black ‘““Jungle Bunny’ mo-
dels; Rebels in the black and silver jointed
styles; and Stainless Steeler and North-
port Nailer spoons in green and silver, and
red and siiver.

The fishing ended at 2:00 p.m., and
the 3:00 p.m. weigh-in saw many nice
catches. The 28 boats weighing in a catch
had an official total catch of 189 fish
(158 kings, 23 coho, five steelhead and

i o F LT Sl
“LEAST LIKELY" with
Scott Glaser, Ed Yankoski 1l and Brian
Glaser.

pounds. That figures out to an average of
almost seven fish per boat, and an average
fish weight of nearly nine pounds. Eighty-
five of the 189 fish entered weighed ten
pounds or more. That's some pretty goo
fishing!!

First place in the tournament went to
the ““Least Likely'" with Ed Yankoski Il,
Brian Glaser and Scott Glaser aboard.
They weighed in eight fish with a com-

total score of 202.44. Nice going, guys!

There were 27 boats signed up for the
Big Fish Pool. Bob Jester, skipper of the
’Skybird,”” weighed in a 19 pound, nine
ounce king, good for a $34 share of the
pool. An 18 pound, five ounce king
earned the ‘“Least Likely’ crew $22 for
second place, and Pat Gardner, skipper
of the ““Patty Gee,” picked up $12 for a
third place 17 pound, 9 ounce king.

Following the weigh-in, everyone
enjoyed hot dogs and a keg of beer to
go along with the usual ““fish stories.”

I'd like to thank Bob Kring for the
great job he did in running the tourna-
ment in my absence. Thanks also go to
Bob Mitchell for getting the beer and hot
dogs there, and to Mike Boroniec for tak-
ing care of the cooking. In addition, |'d
like to say thanks to all who participated
and made this a good tournament.

As a reminder, this year there is a new
rule concerning weigh-in time. All skip-
pers must have their catch in the weigh-in
line no later than one hour following the
tournament end time. Five points will be
deducted for every ten minutes (or part)
that you are late unless you contact the
tournament director beforehand with a
valid excuse, A couple of boats were late
at Benton Harbor, and points were de-
ducted accordingly. This rule will be
strictly enforced at all Chapter tourna-
ments this season. Good Fishin’!

—Bob Ksionzek,

—ay 1984

three brown trout) weighing 1,647 bined weight of 122.44 pounds, for a Boat Tournament Director
BENTON HARBOR TOURNAMENT RESULTS
PLACE BOAT/SKIPPER CATCH (By species & weight of individual fish}
1) . ... LEAST LIKELY (BobKsnas) . ............. K18.05, K16.15, K16.05, K15.05, K14.15, K14.01, K13.05, K13.04
2) .... HORSEFLY (MikeBoroniec) . . . . ... ........ K17.07, K16.09, K14.10, K13.07, K13.04, K13.03, K12.09, K11.14
3) .... LITTLE BIG JOHN (John Chwalibog) . ... ..... K16.00, K15.12, K13.08, K13.04, K11.13, K11.03, K10.02, K9.14
4) . ... IRENE (Mike Zelkowski) . . .. ............. K16.00, S14.15, K13.05, K12.11, K12.04, K8.09, K7.02, K6.00 . . . . . . .
5) . ... WOODSTOCK (Tom Schrinel) K14.13, K14.05, K12.07, K11.15, K10.14, K9.01, K7.15, K7.05 . . . . . . .
6) . ... DRIFTER(Bob Kring) ......... K17.00, K15.11, K10.13, K10.06, K10.03, K7.13, K6.03, K5.08 . . . . . . .
7) .... DONDI(DonDissett) . .................. K16.03, K13.08, K10.14, K10.09, K9.04, K9.01, K7.04, K6.12. . . .. ...
8) . ... KNEEKNOCKER (Ed Choinski) . . . . ......... K12.11, K12.09, K11.14, K11.07, K10.15, K8.14, K8.02, K6.01 . . . . . . .
9) .... SKYBIRD(BobJester) . ................. K19.09, K13.12, K12.07, K12.00, K11.03, K5.08, C2.12,C2.12 . .. ... .
10) . ... SEAHAG (Blaise Pewinski} . . . ... .......... K15.02, K11.07, K11.00, K10.07, K9.09, K9.03, K4.12, K4.08 . . . . . ...
11) . ... TROUT ABOUT (David Prudhomme) . . . ... .... K16.07, K12.12, K12.09, K10.13, K10.04, K7.04, K4.09, K3.11 . . ... ..
12) .. .. BOSTON WHALER (Ken Rogers) . . .......... K15.09, K11.05, K8.13, K7.00, K6.08, K6.03, K4.12,C3.00 . ........
13) . ... SEA-TREAT (Butch Ayers) . . . . ... ......... K11.14, K10.15, K10.04, K6.05, K3.13, K3.06, $2.14,C2.01 . . . ... ...
14) . ... RUMRUNNER (Gary Clark) . . .. ........... K10.09, K8.06, S6.12, K5.07, K5.03, K5.00, K4.07, K4.00 . . .. ......
15) . ... PREDATOR (ChuckWood) . .............. K14.07, K11.02, K8.10, K4.00, C3.00, C2.15, C2.14,C2.06 . . . . . .....
16) . . .. BLUE GOOSE (Marvin Schroeder) . . . . ........ K15.03, K15.01, K9.10, K2.12, €2.10, K2.08, K2.07 . . . . ... .......
17) . ... FANTASY Il (Mike Wawrzyniak) .. .......... K13.14, K9.10, K7.09, K6.12, B4.05, K3.00, K2.00 . .. ...........
18) .. .. CANNONBALL (Darrin Harris) . .. .......... K8.12, K6.03, K4.14, S3.11, C3.06, C3.04, S3.00,K2.14 .. ... ......
19) . ... KEMO(BobMitchell) . ., .. ............... K16.10,K13.07, K8.12, K7.12,K4.03, K2.12 . . . . . . . v v v e
20) . ... DICKENS (BillBroaddus) . . .. ............. K10.09, K7.03, K5.08, K4.10, K4.07, K4.05,K4.00 . .. ... ........
21) . ... ARCHIE BUNKER’S JUNKER (Archie Laconis) K9.12, K8.04, K7.03, K5.03, K4.03,C3.00 . ... .........000....
22) . ... NEVER HOME (Tom Chojnowski) . .......... K10.03, K4.08, B3.09, C3.05, C3.02, K2.13 . . . . . . oo vvv e,
23) . ... FALCON (JoeBrykalski) . ... ............. B4.08, K4.06, K3.09, C2.13, C2,13, C2.10 . . .
24) . ... BON VIVANT (Marvin Olds) . . ... .. K13.10, K7.01, K3.15,C210 .. .. ... ....
25) . ... ICEBREAKER (Larry Howard) K15.04, K4.05, C2,13,C2.10. .
26) . ... EAGLE(TedWarrow) . . . ... ............" K11.13,K5.09,C3.03,C2.06 . . . . . . .ttt ittt ettt e
27) . ... PATTY GEE (Pat Gardner) . . . ... .. K17.09, K12.01, C3.0T . . . . i it i et e e e e e e e e e e e e
28) . ... FANGRALA (Frank Lawrence) K13.08 . . e e e e
SKIPPER Il (Skip Clemence)
SEA HAWK (Dick McEndarffer)
NOTES: a) Key for species — K=King C=Coho §S=Steelhead B =Brown Trout

b) Numbers to feft of point (.) designate pounds, numbers to right of point (.) designate ounces.
¢) Scoring equals 10 points/fish (maximum of 8 fish), 1 point/pound of weight. Ounces convert to pounds, odd ounces shown as decimal.



COND PLACE: “HORSEFLY’" with Mike Boroniec, Don Kor- : “IRENE"” with Gary Dolezan, Mike Zelkow-
asha, Al Boroniec Skip Ledwan and Toby Lampi. ski, Ken Zelkowski and; Ken Zelkowski.

% - ¥

SIXTH PLACE: “DRIFTER” with Bob Kring, Steve Farkas, Bob
Young and Mike Kring.

FlFfH PLACE "WOODST&JCK;' with Tom Schrinel, Al Schultz,
John Smigal and Phil Van Slambrouck.

B

“SKYBIRD’’ with Bob Jester, Bill Jester, Tom
Tague and Mike Dominguez.
> W0

IGHTH PLAC “KNEEKNOCKER'’ with Ed Choinski, Bruce TENTH PLACE:
Choinski, Jerry Fagan and Bud Zacks.

Gary Clark,

4

. % 4 ,‘ fr ﬁ( Ll .I oL - ;@g‘( @ N o 3 .
TWELFTH PLACE: “BOSTON WHALER’’ with Dan Harvey, FOURTEENTH PLACE: “RUM RUNNER’’ with
Ken Rogers and Mike Lehto. Don Hasenhauer, Steve Froias and Wayne Clancy.
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AU SABLE RIVER
ROUND ROBIN WRAPS UP
RIVER TOURNEY SEASON

Weather was good for the Detroit Area
Chapter's last river tournament of the sea-
son, the sixth annual Round Robin on
the Au Sable on April 14. It was foggy,
then sunny and warm, then foggy again.

Three contests were held on that day.
The first was the Round Robin portion,
pitting eleven teams of three anglers
chosen at random from each participating
Chapter (Au Sable, Saginaw and Detroit
Area). No one knew who their teammates
were unti! the weigh-in. The top teams’
steelhead totals (browns were eligible, but
none were caught) are shown below.

First Place—18 Ibs. 12 oz. Au Sable: Ed Ward,
Bob Taylor. Saginaw: Gary Hack

Second Place—18 Ibs. 8 oz. Au Sable: Jim
Reinke, Rosie Stewart. Detroit: Steve Hamilton
Third Place—16 Ibs. 8 oz. Au Sable: Steve
Burke, Karl Reuland. Saginaw: Steve Marshall.

The second event was the Chapter total
weight contest. Au Sable finally won back
the revolving trophy from Saginaw in this
one. The final standings: 1) Au Sable—
33 lbs. 6 oz.; 2) Saginaw—21 lbs. 12 oz.;
3) Detroit Area—10 lbs. 8 oz. While the
Detroit Area Chapter came in last, | know
of at least three fish Detroiters lost which
would have put us in the running. Also, if
the total weights shown above are divided
by the number of anglers registered for
each Chapter (Au Sable—20, Saginaw—7,
Detroit Area—6), then the Chapter stand-
ings would have read as follows: 1} Sagi-
naw—3.11 Ibs./angler; 2) Detroit Area—
1.75 lbs./angler; 3) Au Sable—1.67 Ibs./
angler. This method of scoring is used in
our annual Big Manistee Tournament,
but on the Au Sable, we need more help
from our members.

The third contest was for our own
Chapter, based on each angler’s largest
fish. My 10% Ib. steelhead was the winner,
the only one our guys were able to land.

Fish plant lists show that next season
on the Au Sable will be the best in recent
memory, so come on up and join the fun!
—Steve Hamilton
River Tournament Chairman

STEVE‘HAMI LTON (2d from right) was
a winner at Au Sable River tournament.

Bol MWlitetell s
Tips for Detroit
Area Chapter
members

In rough water or heavy boat traffic,
retrieving weights to set lines on long-
arm downriggers is not only a chore, but
it can also be dangerous. The obvious
solution to this problem is the use of
weight arrestors or weight retrievers.
These are simply cords attached to the
downrigger wire that permit you to pull
the weight to you, rather than reaching
for it. While commercially produced,
weight retrievers cost $56 to $10 apiece,
and it is simple to make them yourself
inexpensively.

The key component is the use of
sliding swivel snaps. They are simply a
piece of brass tubing with a swivel snap
attached at the middle (see illustration). |

purchased a package of two No. 2 size
swivel snaps from Lakeside Tackle for less
than $.50. Additionally, you'll need a
package of 1/16” nylon cord, which
should cost you about $.97 for 25 feet.
Installation is easy. Simply string the
sliding swivel (through the brass tube) on
the downrigger cable and attach five or
six feet of nylon cord to the snaps. Tie
the other end to a convenient place on
your downrigger or boat and you're set
to go {see illustration). The cost for four

(o)
0

rigs totalled only about $2. Depending on
the size cannonball you use, you may
find the snap too weak. In that case,
either replace the snap with a coast lock
type, or just tie the cord directly to the
swivel. Then go fishing and set lines
faster, easier and more safely.

e
il

Special Olympics
Chapter outing
proposed

The Third Annual Special Olympics
Outing will be held this year on July 14.
Be sure to mark that date, because it can
be a Special Day for you, too, if you
participate.

If you're looking for reasons to take
part in this event, here are some to con-
sider. You will have the satisfaction of
taking a young boy or girl out who has
never been fishing before. You'll get to
see the look of excitement in their eyes
when they feel a big fish on their line
for the first time, and you can be a part
of the amazement they’ll feel when they
actually land a nice fish. But perhaps the
best reason is the sense of self-fulfillment
you will feel from having done a worth-
while thing by sharing your expertise
with a most appreciative audience!

This year, | would like to see us do
something together as a Chapter. |I'm
suggesting we have a Chapter outing,
either for walleye or salmon, on July 14.
The walleye will be down at Lake Erie
and the salmon will be at Lexington or
Port Austin.

The number of people you take out
is up to you. | like to take out one
Special Olympian and one sponsor, along
with two crew members and myself. But
you can take more if you care to do so.

If you have any questions, or sugges-
tions, please contact me at 774-8083.
Let’s go all out in the Detroit Area Chap-
ter to help support the 1984 Special
Olympics!

—Don Kirchoff

S339070 LITTLE BILL

OWNER

LITTLE BILL'S TROPHIES

OUR ENGRAVING MAKES
THE DIFFERENCE

25886 W. SIX MILE ROAD
REDFORD. Ml. 48240
1 BLK. WEST OF BEECH DALY
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PROPOSED LAKE HURON
TRAP NET PLANS RAISE
CONTROVERYS, CONFUSION

to rehabilitate the Great Lakes fisheries
resources. He then outlined some of these
programs.

He stated that it is distressing to be
accused of launching into something that
people contend is going to destroy the
sport fishery. He contended that there
is no possible motive for the DNR to
do anything that would be destructive
of the sport fishery. Scott then outlined
how the Fisheries Division of the DNR
protects the public trusts in regard to
the fishery.

Dr. Skoog spoke again at this point
and reiterated that no decision to issue
the research permit has been made, and
that he was in no particular hurry to do
s0. He said he wants to hear everybody’s
particular concerns, and to discuss any
particular stipulations that might make
this research permit less threatening. He
said he doesn’t see how issuing this re-
search permit will devastate sportfishing
and tourism.

Tom Washington, Executive Director
of the Michigan United Conservation
Clubs, spoke next. He said it is very
difficult to approach these sorts of
issues without a high degree of emotion-
alism, vet we must try to stick to facts.
He noted that over the past two decades
we have been able to control non-indian
commercial fishing very well, and that
today the State is in a position to manage
commercial fishing with a high degree of
skill, and in a way which does not con-
flict with sportfishing. He also pointed
out that, unfortunately, there are too
many people around who remember
when we weren‘t able to do this.

If you're going to embrace a conser-
vation ethic, Washington observed, then
you're going to have to embrace a wise
use concept. He advocated using the
greatest number of resources to the
greatest possible benefit for the greatest
number of people.

Washington stated that the Great
Lakes have a surplus of fish, especially
whitefish and chubs, two species with
high commercial value which are under-
utilized. He also said that in our continued
efforts, and fights with, commercial
fishermen, he wished to emphasize that
it is not our intention to close the Lakes
to all commercial fishing.

He expressed confidence that an ex-
perimental trap net fishery can be regu-
lated and controlled in a way which does
not conflict with sport fishing, due to the

existing laws we already have on the

books. These regulatory laws did not
exist 20 years ago.

Now we have control: we have limited
entry, we have zone management, we
have banned the use of large mesh gill
nets. He completed his remarks by saying
that today, to be in opposition to com-
mercial fishing of non-sport species is to
be largely emotional, not factual,

Next, individual MSSFA Chapters
were called on to make their presenta-
tions and comments. Tom Schrinel,
President of the Detroit Area Chapter,
voiced the Chapter’s opposition to the
issuance of trap net permits at this time.
Several other Chapter presidents similar-
ly expressed their members’ opposition,

DNR proceeds

DATE: April 17, 1984
TO: David P. Borgeson, Assistant Chief,
Planning, Research & Evaluation
FROM: John A. Scott, Chief, Fisheries Div.
SUBJECT: Research Permits—
Port Sanilac/Oscoda

As discussed with you today on the phone,
the Director and | met with the M.S.S.F.A.
Lake Huron Advisory Committee on April 16,
1984, in Saginaw to discuss subject permits.
Represented were chapters from Alpena, Os-
coda, Saginaw, the ““Thumb,"” Sanilac County
and Detroit. Tom Washington was also pres-
ent and supported our proposed research.

I believe the Director and | detected some less-
ening of the opposition to the Port Sanilac pro-

posal when it was suggested that they would be

invited to review and suggest changes in the
proposed permit. The Oscoda folks also
would like to see a proposed permit for that
area and have a meeting to discuss it.
Therefore, please prepare draft permits for
the two areas along with a lake chart illustrat-
ing exactly where the trap nets would be set
in each. Thereafter, | will transmit these doc-
uments to Andy Pelt and request that he col-
lect the suggested changes and arrange discus-
sion sessions about them within the month.
s/s John A, Scott
cc: R. Skoog, R. Compeau, A. Pelt
EDITOR’S NOTE: The above memao was pre-
pared the day after the Saginaw meeting. Is
our opposition to trap nets in southern Lake
Huron really “lessening” simply because we
ask for the chance to review, comment on,
and suggest changes in the DNR plan, and
the DNR agrees to allow us to do so? No-
where is there an assurance that any sugges-
tions we might make will serve any purpose
other than as window dressing for an action
decided upon by the DNR and seemingly
accepted by spokesmen claiming to represent
us. It is interesting to note that while the
minutes of the meeting refer to Steelheaders
who oppose trap net use suggesting that a
“specific plan (should be) drafted” for our
review, comment and suggestions, the memo
orders that a “draft permit” be prepared for
review and comment. Since when is a plan
and a permit the same thing? What do other
Chapter members think about all this???

Following the remarks from MSSFA
Chapters, Dr. Skoog stated that he hag
heard a lot of fears—fears of losing fish,
tourism and business. But no one has sajd
how these losses would occur,

John Scott then said that what he had
heard was mostly anticipation of a “‘worst
case’’ scenario developing. He noted that
there are documented instances, in north-
ern Lake Huron and in Marquette Harbor,
where trap netting has not hurt the re-
source. He stated that, in his opinion,
the use of trap nets and lake trout re-
habilitation are compatible.

The meeting was then opened to
questions, answers and general comments,

Questions of potential lake trout
mortality were raised. John Scott replied
that some lake trout mortality does occur
when trap nets are used, but the extent
of that mortality is unknown. He remind-
ed the meeting that the permit could
be cancelled if lake trout mortality
became toa high. He also said that net
and seasonal adjustments can be made,
but that we first have to learn through
research.

John Skrobot, of the Au Sable Chapter,
said that one of the biggest reasons for
opposition to the issuance of a permit
is that the DNR has created a lake trout
season, and this permit means that sport-
fishermen would be giving some of the
fish just saved to a commercial fisherman.
He said that it was hard to discuss any
proposal that has not been put down in
black and white. It should be presented
more conservatively and explicitly.

Dave Coon, from the Thumb Chapter,
stated that he would like to hear more
about a season closure and purse seines.

At this point in the meeting, the gen-
eral overall opposition to the research
permits gave way to the idea that, if there
were a specific plan drafted, and Steel-
headers were allowed to comment, cri-
tique, and perhaps alter that plan to in-
clude seasonal restrictions, or other safe-
guards, that there may be a lessening of
the opposition to the plan to issue a
research permit.

DNR Director Skoog then stated that
the Fisheries Division would draft a very
specific permit, which would be distrib-
uted to all the principals involved for
comments and possible alteration.

Andy Pelt has invited all MSSFA mem-
bers to write or call him with your
thoughts and opinions about this issue
and what took place at this meeting. You
can reach him at:

Andy Pelt, MSSFA

P. 0. Box 213

Paw Paw, Michigan 49079
(616) 657-2518
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NEED A FISHING PARTNER
OR
ANOTHER CREW MEMBER?
~
Do you want to fish in the
Boat Trolling Tournaments
but don’t have a boat?

If the answer is yes to either of these
questions, make a telephone call and
have your wishes come true!

CRENS
Hot Line

CONTACT: TOM SCHRINEL
(313) 834-8855 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.)
(313) 463-7603 (after 6 p.m.)

CREWS HOT LINE is a Detroit Area

Non-Profit Organization

'U. S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit No. 374
Pontiac, Michigan

48234

Want Ads:

FOR SALE: ‘‘Woodstock”, 24 ft. Chrysler
Cruisliner 11l aluminum hardtop wwin 75
h.p. Evinrude outboards, trim tabs, Dilly

tandem axle trailer. Good offshore rig.
Call Tom Schrinel: 463-7603
(after 6:00 p.m.}
FOR SALE: 1976 Pickup camper, 8% foot,
self-contained, like new.
Call Harry: 379-5219
NOTE: Want Ads are free for Chapter members,
and will automatically run in one issue only. If
you wish to have your ad run for the next issue,
please contact the Editor by the deadline date.

The
DEADLINE
for material for the
JUNE ISSUE
of
FISHIN' TALES
is
MAY 29,1984

Annual subscriptions to F/ISHIN’ TALES

Chapter club service for members.

are now available for $12 per year
—See order form below—

ﬁ%ﬁ
1984 MEETING SCHEDULE

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
BEHNAN SOCIAL HALL

(See map)
MAY 29, 1984
JUNE 26, 1984
JULY 31,1984

Visitors welcome—bring a friend!

Here's How To Get To
DETROIT AREA CHAPTER

Monthly Membership Meetings
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AUBURN HEIGHTS, MI 48057

These items are Chapter Fund Raisers—

P.O. BOX 4438
WE THANK YOU! |
i

AUBURN HEIGHTS, Mt 48057

|
Patches & Decals i Membershlp Application
I MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SIZE ITEM PRICE aty.| cosT| | Free Line For One Reel, Steelheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,
"o MSSFA Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal,
5" dia. CHAPTES A|RM PATCH 4.00ea. I S e Pt
(8-color) l Membership Cards & Other Benefits.

3"x4" WINDOW DECAL .25 ea. I ANNUAL DUES 625,00

P " New members & renewals underage 62 . . . . ... ... .... 25.
11" x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. I (E\Ztro?;nArera Chapter share—$12.00, State Association share—813.00)
11" x 14" CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1 00 ea. I Renewals age 621065 . . . . . o o oo it e $18.00

MAILING FOR ABOVE ITEMS 50 I Renewalsoverage B85 . . . . . . . ..o v e i o $8.00

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO l C

CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 12.00/yr. NAME PHONE

“FISHIN' TALES"
ADDRESS
TOTAL I

Complete form and send with check or money order payable to: CiTY STATE ZIP

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER, MSSFA Complete form and send with check or money order payable to:

P.0. BOX 4438 DETROIT AREA CHAPTER, MSSFA

THANK YOU!




