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35,500 RIG AWAITS WINNER!!

Chapter raffle this month

Tuesday, April 24, is the day we've all
been waiting for. Five people will leave
our April Members Meeting with big
smiles and fantastic prizes. For an invest-
ment of one dollar, they will have won:
First Prize—A 1984 16 foot Lund boat

(Model WS-16), a 1984 Suzu-

ki 30 h.p. electric-start out-

board and Shorelander trailer,

Second Prize— A Lowrance X-1550 com-
puter graph.

Third Prize— Two Big Jon SR400 down-

1984 Boat Raffle

Petitions proved popular at
Chapter Spring Show

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER DIRECTOR GARY CLARK and Judy Laurence
are shown here staffing the petition-signing table during the Chapter’'s Spring
Show last month. The petitions being signed express the signers’ opposition to
ALL snagging in Michigan, and also opposition to the introduction of trap nets
in lower Lake Huron. SEE SPRING SHOW REPORT INSIDE.

riggers and one Big Jon troll-
ing bar.
Fourth Prize— A one-day salmon or wall-
eye fishing charter with
Terry McCaffrey aboard
“Terry’s Toy."”
Fifth Prize— Two Ryobi reels and two
Eagle Claw rods.
I'm sure most of you have seen these
prizes at our Chapter Spring Show or at
one of the other shows where we’ve had
a display.

Everyone has been very complimentary
of the quality of the Lund boat and the
Suzuki outboard. Both are first class. The
Lowrance X-1550 graph, provided by
Ansley Engineering and Lowrance is
“absolutely fantastic!”” | can’t believe
all the guys who are hoping to win
third prize!! The two Big Jon down-
riggers and trolling bar are great prizes.
Thanks again to Terry for the charter
on “Terry’s Toy’" and a special thanks
to Ryobi and Eagle Claw for again
filling out our list of fantastic prizes.

If you haven’t turned in your tickets,
please bring them to the meeting or give
them to someone who is coming. Don’t
try to send them in the mail or they may
not arrive in time for the drawing. Also,
please bring unsold tickets to the meeting
as we are running short and some guys
will want to buy some at the last minute.

Thanks to everyone who helped sell
tickets, especially those who helped at
our shows. Early indications are that the
Annual Raffle will be a great success!

—Bob Mitchell
e ——————————— ]

New Feature Inside . ..

SPOTLIGHT
ON
THE SKIPPERS

See Pages 4 & 5
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CHAPTER BOAT TROLLING TOURNAMENT
SEASON OPENS WITH TWO EVENTS

it's Boat Trolling Tournament time again! The Detroit Area Chapter’s first Boat
tournament of the year will be held at Lexington on April 28.

Last year the fishing there was not good, because of adverse weather and low
water temperature. However, in years before 1983 the fishing at Lexington has been
fantastic, as we hope it will be again on Saturday, April 28.

This year’s Lexington event will feature a ‘Fish Off’ between the Saginaw Chapter
and the Detroit Area Chapter. Our fishermen will match any total number of boats they
have for total weight of fish caught. Only eight fish per boat can be weighed in. The
losing Chapter buys a keg of beer!

The Skippers’ Meeting will be held at 6:00 a.m. near the large restroom and
shower building just north of the ramp area. We expect there will be plenty of boat

~dockage just like last year. The tournament will begin at 7:00 a.m. and run untit 3:00

p.m. The weigh-in will follow at 4:00 p.m. Hot dogs will also be served with the beer
after the weigh-in.

If anyone has any questions or needs help regarding this tournament, please con-
tact Ed Yankoski Il at 584-7799 or Tom Schrinel at 463-7603 (after 6:00 p.m.).

s 000

The Detroit Area Chapter’s Two-Day Benton Harbor Tournament will take place
on Saturday and Sunday, May 18 and 19. As of this writing all of the details have not
yet been finalized, but they will be spelled out at the April Members’ Meeting.

" We expect to pull lines on Saturday at 3:00 p.m. with a 4:00 weigh-in, while Sun-
day’s fishing will likely end at 12:00 noon, with a 1:00 p.m. final weigh-in. We will
make advanced reservations for two nights at one of the local Marinas, as we did last
year. Don’t miss this tournament—last year nearly every boat limited out!!

Call Tom Schrinel at 463-7603 (after 6:00 p.m.) for more information, or Bob
Ksionzek at 751-2144 after the April Members’ Meeting.

Coming Events

MEMBERS’ MEETINGS
Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Behnan Social Hall, 25536 Lahser Road, Southfield
April 24, 1984 = May 29, 1984 L
SPECIAL CHAPTER DATES
= ANNUAL BOAT RAFFLE April 24, 1984
MEETING PROGRAMS

June 26, 1984

- Behnan Social Hall

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC
April 24 Andy Pelt M.S.S.F.A. News; also Trolling Clinic
May 29 Terry McCaffrey Walleye trolling in Lake Erie
BOAT TOURNAMENTS
DATE LOCATION CO-ORDINATOR

April 28 Lexington Bob Ksionzek, 751-2144
May 19-20 Benton Harbor To Be Announced

June 23 Oscoda To Be Announced

July 7 New Buffalo To Be Announced

July 28 Port Austin (Ladies Day) To Be Announced
August 11 Ludington To Be Announced

September 8 Harbor Beach To Be Announced

| . APRIL TROLLING TIP
Stagger T
Cannonballs SSP=SEnas

{4) DOWNRIGGERS

-

Set your lures in a V"
pattern so fish can strike the sF1 \&" - / }
lures off the back downriggers ! Yo 5FT
without being spooked by the ’ 7 7 N
. . . 5FT { e
side downriggers. Downrigger { ,

weights on the side are set SFT

higher than those in back.

— -.d —
“V" SET-UP ! “V" SET-UP \/
Reprinted courtesy of Sanilac County Chapter
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1984 Chapter Spring Show best ever

he Detroit Area Chapter Spring
Show, long recognized as the best show
of its kind, surpassed itself this year. The
1984 edition of the Show was the biggest
SUCCESS ever,

At the March Members’ Meeting, Jim
Gordon, Spring Show Chairman, present-
ed Bridget and David Smith with a plaque
thanking them for all the work they
donated making the beautiful announce-
ment posters and flyers that were hung
up and handed out. Bridget and Dave
own Litho-Color, Incorporated (840 West
Baltimore, Detroit, M| 48202). The
posters and flyers were professionally
done, and contributed greatly to the huge
success of our show. _

Jim recognized all the show workers
by presenting each of them with Detroit
Area Chapter hats and four lures of their
choice, and by having them all stand up
at the Members’ Meeting for a round
of applause.

Jim Gordon's tremendous efforts also
have to be commended. He organized and
co-ordinated the show in such a business-
like manner that it turned out to be the
biggest and best Detroit Area Chapter
Spring Show in history. Thank you, Jim
Gordon!!

Jim is already thinking about next
year’s show. He would like to know if we
should go to a two-day show at the Dear-
born Civic Center or another location, or,
should we hold the show at a larger
facility? Any comments or suggestions
by Detroit Area Chapter members, or
vendors who were at the show should be
given to Jim directly, by telephone or at
a Members’ Meeting.

CLARI

TRANSMISSIONS,
INC.

GARY CLARK

* 10% Discount to All Steelheaders *

25985 GROESBECK (M-97)
WARREN, MICH.

773-2200

IT WAS FISH

NG FISHING at the Detroit Area Chapter’s annual Spring
Show, held March 18 at the Dearborn Civic Center.

—

Pro-snaggers are at it again!!

The individual Detroit Area Chapter steelheader who was ‘‘man enough” to write
or call his State Representative helped to defeat HB 4612. However, State Represen-
tative Tom Scott and his small group of supporters are not giving up! They still are
going to try to cram HB 5236 (for snagging), and HB 5237 (for licensing to do
snagging!) down the throats of Michigan sportfishermen!!

The best way to fight this issue is for EVERY Chapter member to write an indi-
vidual letter, or make a telephone call, to his own State Representative AGAIN! Get
involved—WRITE that letter today. It'll make you feel good, and it will help. Stand §
up for your rights. Fight the way democratic, civilized men fight— write letters, or
call, so your voices can be heard by the people in power.

When writing your State Representative, address the letter and envelope as follows:

Representative
State Capitol Building
Lansing, Michigan 48909
Don‘t worry about spelling or grammar, just write what you think and feel.

Listed below are names, telephone numbers, etc. of Representatives who were
members of the House committee which handled HB 4612. Let these Representatives
know you are just as opposed to HB 5236 and HB 5237 as you were to HB 4612!!

District Party Name and City Telephone
105 D Thomas Aliey, West Branch (517) 373-3817
39 D Jerry Bartnik, Temperance (517) 373-0828
46 D Mary Brown, Kalamazoo {617) 373-1785
79 D John Cherry, Mount Morris (517) 373-3944
75 D Kenneth DeBeaussaert, Washington (517) 373-0820
a3 R Vernon Ehlers, Grand Rapids (517) 373-2668
107 D Pat Gagliardi, Drummond lIsland (517) 373-2629
43 R Carl Gnodtke, Sawyer (517) 373-1796
12 D Curtis Hertel, Detroit (517) 373-1983
110 D Donald Koivisto, Mass City (517) 373-0850
24 R Robert McGee, Union Lake (517) 373-1799
45 [ James Middaugh, Paw Paw (517) 373-0839
83 R Charles Mueller, Linden (517) 373-1780
26 D Mary Ellen Parrott, Utica (517) 373-0843
27 D Vincent Porreca, Trenton (517) 373-0845
106 R John Pridnia, Harrisville (517) 373-0833
82 D Thomas Scott, Flint {517) 373-3906
63 R Gordon Sparks, Troy {517) 373-0615




Page Four

FISHIN' TALES

April 1984

Stotlight on the Skippers
Top tourney boat trollers share their secrets

Winning Chapter Boat Trolling tourna-
ments takes consistency. It requires that
the cooler not only be filled with fish,
but with big fish. It also means that
a winning skipper uses special tactics that
work anywhere, anytime. These tactics
may help you catch fish.

Below follow reports on two of the
Detroit Area Chapter’s more successful
skippers.

Skipper: BOB KRING
Boat Name: DRIFTER

Bob is a long-time member of the
Detroit Area Chapter and currently
serves on the Board of Directors as
Treasurer. Bob has won many tourna-
ments over the years and was at his
best in 1981, when he won ‘‘Skipper
of the Year’” honors. He didn’t do so
bad in 1982 either, winding up the
trolling season as runner-up.

Bob fishes almost every weekend
spring through fall, and he has even
trailered his boat to Florida in past
years, just to keep his fishing skills
finely tuned.

His boat “Drifter’” is a brown and
white 20 foot Thompson hard ton equip-
ped with two short arm (rear) and two
long arm ({sides) Walker electric downrig-
gers, and it is rigged to run up to ten rods
at a time,

Unlike most other fishermen, Bob uses
only a handful of lures throughout the
season. His favorites include Rapalas,
Bombers, Lucky Lures, Flutterchucks,
J-Plugs and the new Producer Tiger
Plug, and that’s it!

Bob favors trolling speeds of 2.7 to
3.2 knots, monitoring it closely on a
Pelican knotmeter. He also favors running
his lures tight to the ball with spoons
five to ten feet back and plugs 25 to 30
feet back. His outriggers get heavy use in
spring, running Rapalas 100 to 200 feet
back on long lines. He uses this method
until the surface water temperature
reaches 60° F. Spring downrigger set-ups
cover the top 20 feet of water and are
staggered in depth: 10-15-10"-15". Plugs
and spoons are alternated on downriggers
as weli.

As spring turns to summer, Bob dis-
continues the Rapalas, and in their place,
uses deep divers, run off the downriggers
and trailed by yellow or green Lucky
Lures on three foot leaders. Bob continues
to stagger the depths and to alternate
spoons and plugs on every other down-

SKIPPER BOB KRING, long-time Chapter member and past winner of the Chapter’s

“Skipper of the Year'* award is shown here doing what he likes best!

riggers. He sets chrome J-Plugs and the
Producer Tiger Plug (in pearl) somewhat
higher than the spoons and uses them
like attractors.

In late summer Bob fishes almost
exclusively with spoons. He does NOT
use plugs below the 50 to 60 foot depths.
His favorite colors in Flutterchucks
are black-orange trim, white-black trim,
yellow-green trim, and green-yellow trim.
Bob trims his own lures and admits to
having six of each in his favorite colors.

To stay over fish, Bob will turn his
boat back to the spot where he first
hooked a fish. The rod man moves to the
opposite side of the boat, allowing the
hot downrigger to be raised and reset,
then returned to the original setting with
an identically colored lure. According
to Bob, this will often result in a second
release and a double-header. If fish con-
tinue to show a preference for a particular
color combination, he puts down several
of the same lures in the same colors and
adjusts the downrigger settings to cover
the depth where the action seems to be.

Bob does not place much importance
on the use of a graph, preferring a reliable
digital depth indicator. He does not “‘waste
time” taking temperature readings, pre-
ferring to obtain this and other useful
information from the radio. His radio has
55 channels, and he scans those channels
most frequently used by the charter boats.

Bob has several tips to offer his fellow
Chapter member. He suggest that you:

* Retie your knot after every fish when

using J-Plugs; the knot will be weakened
and the line abraded.

* Use a good snap swivel such as the
coastal lock type on ALL spoons.

* Replace all standard lure hooks with
larger, extra-strong hooks and keep them
“"dangerously’’ sharp. One hook size larger
than what they are sold with will not
alter lure action.

* Make sure, after you catch a fish, that
your crew handles the fish to help mask
human scent.

* Vary your trolling speed when fishing
is slow, and also change downrigger depths
and lure colors; the addition of add-a-lures
may also help.

BLUE HORIZON
COURT

MOTEL & EFFICIENCIES
Oscoda

{at mouth of AuSable River)

Fish Cleaning
Station
Fish Freezer
10% DISCOUNT
TO ALL STEELHEADERS

(517) 739-8487

Boat Dockage
Available
In Area
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. . . More salmon and lake trout tactics

Skipper: RJ. BRANHAM
Boat Name: SEAHAWK

R.J. is another long-time member of
the Detroit Area Chapter who loves to
fish. Like many of our Chapter members,
he started out with a small boat, learning
a little more each season. R.J. has several
first place Chapter tournament finishes
to his credit and is a steady ‘Top Ten’
finisher. He also charters part-time on
weekends.

His boat ‘“Seahawk’’ is a yellow and
white 22 foot Bayliner equipped with
five downriggers. Two short arm electrics
are mounted on the rear corners, two
long arm electrics are mounted on the
sides, and one long arm manual is mount-
ed at the rear center of the boat. Temper-
ature is closely monitored using a Fish
Hawk Temp Troll.

R.J. fishes much of the time on Lake
Huron, known for its excellent lake trout
fishery. Accordingly, his tactics differ
from those used for salmon. For lakers,
slower trolling speeds are required. He
monitors his trolling speed with a Data-
marine LX-40. This unit not only moni-
tors speed, butis also capable of measuring
distances traveled. This allows him to
return to the same spot the next trip out,

The Gott Corp. of Winfield, Kan.
has a new cooler chest that should
have great appeal for all Steelheaders.
The chest is 44" L x 21" W x 19%"' H
and has a 172-quart capacity! Among
its noteworthy features are:

v Extra-thick insulation

Two-part lid to keep cold in

Strong lid can seat two adults
Heavy-duty hinges

Cushioned, sturdy rope handles
Removable, washable bin

Threaded drain plug

Three year warranty

Contact Chaptermember Jim Nich-
ols, 543-3006, for more information.

%
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providing he follows the appropriate
compass headings.

His favorite lake trout lures are Wobble-
Glos (peanuts) or small Fireplugs trolled
hehind cowbells. The cowbells (three)
are bladed to minimize water resistance.
His choice in spoons is the No. 06 Sutton
Spoon which runs well in combination
with the cowbells. These lures are trolled
at speeds of 1.5 to 1.8 knots.

R.J. prefers small bladed cowbells
finished in half-chrome/half-brass and
admits to drilling a small hole in each
blade “‘to create bubbles and noises.’”
He also doctors the Wobble-Glos, apply-
ing stripes to the chartreuse finish with a
black Magic Marker. On other chartreuse
Wobble-Glos he applies small pieces of
green tape cut in a diamond pattern. He
feels that these combinations produce
fish consistently.

R.J. likes to bounce bottom for lakers
and said that, while these fish can be
caught suspended, the larger fish will be
taken off the bottom. For bottom bounc-
ing, he uses a special set-up for the down-
rigger weights. Below the Walker release,
he uses a two foot length of 50 pound
test dacron line to attach the cannonball.
This is done so that the dropper line is
the “weakest link” in the set-up, thus
allowing the downrigger weight to pull
off when snagged without losing a down-
rigger.

For spring salmon fishing, R.J. uses

outriggers to long-line Hot-N-Tots; he

prefers the large size in chrome, gold
or chartreuse. He sets his downriggers
with Rapalas even though J-Plugs and
spoons are preferred. For kings, he also
uses deep divers. These he puts down
12 to 20 bars and trails them with thin
spoons such as the No. 38 Sutton Spoon.
He does not use the center downrigger
in spring.

For summer salmon, R.J. runs mostly
spoons, mixing in J-Plugs during the
morning and early evening hours. One of
his favorite spoons is a new lure called
the “‘Stainless Steeler,” which he prefers
in chartreuse-silver prism, green-silver
prism, or red-silver prism.

R.J. also offers some suggestions to
help Chapter fishermen. He suggests that
you: , B
* Cut open your first fish to determine
the size of the food they are eating. This
will help you determine the size of spoon
or plug you should use.

* Run J-Plugs 20 to 30 feet back and
spoons five to eight feet back.

Well, there you have some of the tactics
and tips from two of our Chapter’s top
fishermen. | offer my thanks to both Bob
and R.J. for sharing this information.

—Ken Rogers
“The Boston Whaler’’

Wi

SKIPPER R.J. BRANHAM, another ighly?tﬂ::éssfdl éhapter boat troller, shows off

an example of what his fishing methods can produce!




e

Page Six FISHIN’ TALES

Here's some useful tips for
Lake Michigan fishing

As most experienced fishermen know,
weather conditions on Lake Michigan
can change rapidly, and being caught
too far out could result in extremely
serious consequences.
In the spring, the tiny Tadpolly with
a rattle gets Ken’s nod as the favorite ‘
lure. He uses these on flat lines, off f
outriggers, and with downriggers set in
the top 20 feet of water for coho.
However, even when he is amid a
hungry pack of coho, he sets a couple
of lines deep for those big kings that
often cruise beneath the coho.
Another of Ken’s favorite methods
for spring fishing is the use of planing
boards. He tells about fishing the
troughs at New Buffalo, which are
created close to shore by the action
of the waves. The depth is uneven—
as you go toward shore the bottom
comes up to ten feet, drops off to
18 feet, then comes back up to four
feet, then drops back to eight feet. If
you troll the four foot depth area and
send a planing board through the eight
and 18 foot areas with a red and goid

April 1984

BETSIE RIVER TOURNEY
HAS LIGHT TURN-OUT,
GOOD ACTION

Saturday, March 24, the Detroit Area
Chapter held its fifth tournament of This month, Ken McCormack,
the 1983-1984 River/Surf circuit. The owner of Great Lake Sportsman
weather was excellent—it was a little Fishing Supplies, will share some of
chilly in the morning, but the sun came the techniques he uses that make
out and warmed things up for the rest him successful.
of the day. Water temperature in the When Ken fishes for kings or steel-
Betsie River was 43°. head, his number one bait is the Silver

Almost all the anglers participating Horde. Last season this bait, in silver,
had action, but bad breaks abounded! paid off for Ken far ahead of any other
Fish were broken off, hooks were pulled kind. He attributes the success of this
out, and all skippers were released. plug to the rattle inside. Ken experi-

The weigh-in was brief, as only one mented by running a silver J-Plug with-
steelhead was entered, a pretty four out a rattle side by side against a
pound, nine ounce male which gave Joel chrome Silver Horde—which has a
Garinger top honors for the weekend. rattle—and found the Silver Horde to
Numerous large fish were seen on other be the producer.
stringers, but were lost by our competitors. Second in Ken's arsenal is the Sut-

Sunday was another beautiful day, ton Spoon. Two vyears ago, Suttons
with sunny skies and warmed air. Dan were his best-producing lure, but the
Harvey, Mike Lehto, Joel and | fished Silver Horde edged them out last year.
between Grace Road and US-31. We had Before going fishing, Ken devises a
four fish on at this fantastic stretch of plan based on fishing reports from
the river. Spawn bags were our most pro- local bait shops, the club Hot Line,
ductive bait, and bobber fishing was the and up-to-date information from other
most effective way to avoid the snags members of the club. One other factor
of the river. is taken into consideration in making

It’s unfortunate that only eight mem-

bers registered to fish the Betsie because,

contrary to rumors circulated at the

JOEL GARINGER shows off the winning
Steelhead he took from the Betsie River
during the Chapter’s March river tourney.

the plan, and it is, as Ken observes,
“probably the most important”’—the
weather.

Ken stresses that it is not wise to
put complete trust in weather reports.

February Members’ Meeting, the river
was not too crowded or unfishable. We
had little difficulty finding holes to fish,
and discovered some spots that hold great
potential that we will definitely return to.
That's the way | feel about the Betsie
River and next year’s tournament season.
We will schedule another tournament
on the Betsie River, and have a presenta-
tion beforehand as a means of getting
more Chapter members involved for the

1984-19865 River/Surf season.
—Steve Hamilton

ANTHONY J. PACH
ANTHONY V. PACH

MOTOR TUNE UPS

Airline Auto

Electric Service, Inc.

1212 E. NINE MILE
BETWEEN JOHN R. & DEQUINDRE
HAZEL PARK, MICH. 48030

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

GENERATORS - STARTERS - REGULATORS AND
CARBURETORS REBUILT AND EXCHANGED

LincoLn 4-7494
LincoLn 4-4343

Mon. THRU FRi.
8 AM. 10 6 PM.

‘countdown’ jointed Rapala behind it,
you'll have some fun with brown trout.

Ken uses 20 pound test line across
the board. He has in the past used
lighter line, but feels he did not catch
more fish with the light line, but only
lost more. New premium monofilament
is the ticket, After all the hard work
that goes into getting one of those
monsters on, you don’t want to lose
it because of last year’s old line.

One thing Ken emphasizes is the
importance of correct trolling speed.
He believes that nine out of ten boats
troll too fast. He makes sure, when he
is trolling spoons, that they have a
slow flutter to them when he puts
them in the water. The heavier the
spoon, the wider the range of trolling
speeds that can be used. He feels that
J-Plugs and Silver Hordes have particu-
larly wide ranges of trolling speeds,
but still prefers to troll slower than
most fishermen.

One final tip from Ken—when you
get one of those screamers on, pull up
the rest of your gear and get ready to
give chase. Who knows? With all the
big 20 pound-plus skamanias being
caught last season, you may wind up
with one on approaching 30 pounds,
ready to try to run you out of line!
Reprinted from the newsletter of the Mich-
iana Chapter, 531 S. Parry St., South Bend,
Indiana 46617.
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Indian fishing rights-An historical view

The story of Indian fishing rights in
the Great Lakes is a long one, reaching
back into history 12,000 years.

The significance of this fact has been
overshadowed, however, by the planting
of salmon in the Great Lakes in 1965, a
mere 19 years ago, and by the popularity
of the resulting fishery with the sport-
fishermen of today. Here is the story.

Ancient Michigan inhabitants were
primarily hunters of big animals, but as
the glaciers receded these peoples took
increasing advantage of the abundant
food supply in the Great Lakes. At one
time, with higher water levels, the Great
Lakes were directly linked to the oceans
and thus harbored whales and walrus,
as well as smaller marine life.

As water levels subsided, more land
mass became available, and so copper
sites were discovered. The early Indians
of Michigan became the first peoples in
the Western Hemisphere to work with
metal, and to domesticate the dog.

The Indians living in the Great Lakes re-
gion were the Chippewas to the north and
the Ottawas in the south. One Chippewa
group lived in what became the Sault Ste.
Marie area and were known for their skill
in fishing the fast-moving waters of the
St. Maiy's River {before the Soo Locks).

With most of Michigan being covered
by wooded areas or water, it is easy to
understand their dependency on hunting
and fishing rather than farming.

By 2500 B.C., gill nets had been intro-
duced and were in use in the lower Great
Lakes. From there, their use spread to the
upper Great Lakes at around the time of
the birth of Christ. By the time of the first
European contact around 1650 A.D., fish-
ing had come to be of enormous impor-
tance to the upper Great Lakes Indians.

"All traditional fishing methods were in
use, but the most productive one was gill
netting from canoes. Fish was a very cru-
cial item in the Indian diet, comprising
about 65% of the useable meat consumed
in the warm months.

Throughout the period from first con-
tact to the 1830’s, missionaries, explorers,
traders, and military and government offi-
cials- wrote of the Indian gill net fishery
and of its importance to the inhabitants.

After the War of 1812, in which the
Indians fought on the side of the British,
a treaty was signed with the United States.
In this treaty, called the Treaty of Ghent
of 1814, the British recognized the ab-
original rights of the Indians to possess
and use the land and water as before the
war and served to help the Indians.

At this point in time, settlers were
heading west to secure new land for them-
selves. Much of this land was inhabited
by Indians., What the Michigan pioneers
wanted was the Indian’s land; what be-
came of the Indians was of no concern
to them.,

In 1836, the United States government,
desiring to obtain lands for future settle-
ment and statehood, signed a treaty with
the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. In this
treaty, the boundaries of the treaty waters
as we know them today were drawn. Itis
important to mention here that the United
States did not seek, nor make provisions
to secure, the Indians’ fishing rights.

On the contrary, Article Fourteen of
the Treaty of 1836 provided for the
delivery of 10,000 fish barrels and 2,000
barrels of sait to the Indians over a 20
year period, to be used in the commercial
fishing business.

Michigan became the twenty-sixth state
to enter the Union, on January 26, 1837.

After the Treaty of 1836, the Indians
never moved west, as had been intended.
Recognizing this, the United States signed
another treaty in 1855. The two principal
issues were, first, the provision of per-
manent homes for the Ottawa and Chip-
pewa in Michigan, and, second, the settie-
ment and consolidation of monies and
services owed to the Indians under pre-
vious treaties.

Fishing remained an important activity
of the Indians throughout the remainder
of the Nineteenth Century and up to the
present time.

In 1965 the first coho salmon eggs
were brought from Washington, Oregon,
and Alaska by Dr. Howard Tanner, and
Dr. Wayne Tody of the Fisheries Division
of the Conservation Department. In the
spring of 1966, Lake Michigan and Lake
Superior were stocked with the first four-
to six-inch smolts. The experiment was a
spectacular success. As early as 1968, a
mere 14 years ago, fishing for coho sal-
mon had become one of the most excit-
ing new sports, attracting thousands of
fishermen.

Little attention had been given the
Indians during this period, until 1971,
In September of 1971, Albert LeBlanc,
a Chippewa Indian, was arrested by a
State Department of Natural Resources
officer for commercially fishing in White-
fish Bay without a license and for fishing
with a gill net. Even though his subsequent
convictions were overturned on appeal,
what remained at question was the extent
of State regulation over Indian fishing.

In 1979, the United States brought ac-
tion in its own behalf and on behalf of the
Bay Mills Indian Community to protect
the tribe’s rights to fish in certain waters
of the Great Lakes as granted them by
treaty. United States District Court Judge
Noel Fox heard the case.

The judgements handed down by
Judge Fox were considered unfair by
many because they denied the State of
Michigan the right to regulate the use of
gill nets, something the Indians had been
using for thousands of years.

Of greatest importance to the fisher-
men now are the regulations drawn up by
the Department of the Interior—Bureau
of Indian Affairs. These regulations went
into effect on an interim basis on Novem-
ber 16, 1979, and they have been amend-
ed several times since.

These regulations are too lengthy to
discuss in detail here, but for the most
part they pre-empt independent State
regulations but provide for a federally-
sanctioned approach for State involve-
ment in treaty-right fishing regulations.

These regulations established a ‘‘Tech-
nical Working Group’’ comprised of three
biologists, one each designated by the
State of Michigan, the federal Depart-
ment of Interior, and the Indian tribes.
This group will work together to assemble
data and issue reports on the status of
fish stocks in the waters in which Indian
fishing activity occurs.

The regulations further provide for
limitations on fishing activity, establish
total allowable catch limits, and the
equipment to be used. These regulations
were developed by the Indians in consul-
tation with the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. Enforcement
shall be carried out by agents of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Coast Guard.

As fishermen, we MUST abide by these
regulations because they are law. We pos-
sess only a privilege to fish, based on our
State fishing license. Changes can only be
made by the Congress of the United
States, NOT by the State of Michigan.

! would like to thank my good friend
Mike Lehto for the copies of court records
which are the foundation for this article. |
would also like to thank my wife, Carole,
for supplying me with a book entitled
’Michigan—A History of the Wolverine
State.”’

—Ken Rogers
“The Boston Whaler”
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