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BIG MANISTEE
ROUND ROBIN
TOURNEY IS SET
FOR JANUARY 12

On Saturday, January 12, we will have
a round robin tournament with the Man-
istee Chapter. The river usually holds
many Steelhead at this time and fishing
should be good.

Teams of two anglers will be randomly
selected, pairing one of our Chapter’s an-
glers with one Manistee Chapter angler.
This pairing will not be known until the
weigh-in. Trophies will be presented to
the top three teams based on the com-
bined weight of each team’s catch.

We're trying to arrange a dinner at the
Weliston Inn for the trophy presentations.
This meal will be about $6 and is BYOB.

Fishing hours are from daybreak to
4:00 p.m. The weigh-in will be at Fisher-
man’s HQ from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Eligible
waters are from Tippy Dam downstream to
the M-55 bridge. Only Steelhead over 18
inches are eligible. There is a three-fish
limit per angler and the entry fee is $5.
Register with me at the December meeting,
by phone at 881-3871, or at the Fisher-
man’s HQ before the tournament starts.

This will be a good chance to meet
the Manistee anglers, so let's have a
good turnout.

—Steve Hamilton
River Chairman

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
and

A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Detroit Area Chapter
Board of Directors

Awards, raffle, Santa’'s visit
to highlight Christmas party

The Board of Directors of the Detroit
Area Chapter urges all Chapter members
AND their families to plan on attending
the Chapter’s annual Christmas party/
meeting, on December 18 at Behnan Hall.

Highlights include presentation of the
"Skipper of the Year'’ awards and the Big
Fish trophies, and the election of Direc-
tors for next year (see below for details).

There will also be a ‘“Cooler Full of
Cheer” Benefit Raffle drawing, with all
proceeds going to the Chapter. The Grand
Prize is a real ‘Christmas Catch’—a 120-
quart Gott cooler filled with assorted bot-
tles of ‘beverages’. This prize has a total
retail value of over $500.00. We've had
only a limited number of tickets printed
for the drawing (priced at $1.00 each), so

your chances of winning are pretty good.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity!

Ticket-holders who are present can
also win consolation prizes, so hold onto
your tickets after the Grand Prize drawing
is finished—you still might win something.
The drawing will be handled by President
Tom Schrinel.

The big moment of the evening will be
the traditional appearance by Santa Claus.
This year, Santa will arrive by drift boat,
pulled by twelve happy Steelheaders
dressed up in their waders! Santa will
have goodies for all the kids on hand, and
there will also be prizes for the ladies.

It promises to be a fun-filled, happy
evening, so we hope to see all Chapter
Steelheaders and their families there.

FLASH!! FLASH!!

FLASH!! FLASH!!

EFFECTIVE IN JANUARY, THE CHAPTER’S MONTHLY MEMBER-
SHIP MEETING LOCATION IS CHANGED. THE NEW LOCATION IS
ST. PIUS X KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 6177 CHICAGO BE-
TWEEN VAN DYKE AND MOUND ROADS, OPPOSITE THE G.M.
TECHNICAL CENTER IN WARREN. A MAP IS SHOWN BELOW FOR

YOU RJ(iONVENIENCE. +
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FISHIN’ TALES is published monthly by the

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER of the Michigan

Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s Association.
d ok ke ok ok

The views expressed in FISHIN’ TALES are
those of Chapter members and the Editor. The
purpose of FISHIN' TALES /s to inform Chap-
ter members of events which affect the Sport-
fisherman. It is our intention to teach, inform
and guide members to respect and appreciate
the Great Lakes, Rivers and Land around us.
*xk Kk

Material published in FISHIN’ TALES may be
reprinted {unless permission is specifically de-
nied in a note accompanying the material) pro-
vided proper credit is given to the author, and
to FISHIN’ TALES, and that at least one copy
of the publication containing the reprinted ma-
terial (complete, and showing the reprint as it
actualiy appeared) is sent to the Editor at the
time of publication. Creditto FISHIN’ TALES
as the original source MUST appear immedi-
ately after the end of the reprinted material
and MUST take the following form: Reprinted
courtesy of FISHIN' TALES, the magazine of
the DETROIT AREA CHAPTER. Anyone
interested in joining the DETROIT AREA
Fishermen’s Association is invited to write to:
Dennis Holoway, Membership Chairman
P. O. Box 4438, Auburn Heights, M1 48057
L& & 1
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Editor . . ... .. ....... Joel Garinger
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Bob Mirtchell 528-1379
Fund Raising
- iecki 464-0636
Tournaments (Boat)
Bob Ksionzek 751-2144
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All materials for publication
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12052 Wilfred, Detroit, Ml 48213
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CHAPTER ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR
STEELHEADER'S WINTER BANQUET

Off and on for a number of years now, the Detroit Area Chapter has looked into
the possibility of having a banquet sometime during the winter months. Due to high
costs {for hall, food, band, etc.), the project never came about.

Now, with a move to the new meeting place in January and a few other items
that have recently jelled, it has now become possible for us to have a Winter Banquet.

The event will take place on Saturday, February 23, 1985 at the St. Pius X
Council of the Knights of Columbus Hall, our new meeting place. Cocktails will be
served from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., followed by a sit-down dinner. Following the
dinner, music will be provided for your listening and dancing pleasure by disc jockey
Rick Dove. Also planned for the evening will be raffles of items of interest for both
men and ladies.

The cost for the evening will be $20.00 per person, or $35.00 per couple. This
includes, in addition to the dinner and entertainment, an open bar with your favorite
whiskey, vodka, gin, and Scotch drinks, as well as wine, beer on tap, and soft drinks.
Tickets will be available at the December Christmas meeting.

What is needed now is donations of items for the iadies, and any tackle or fishing-
related items for the guys.

The committee in charge of the banquet consists of Tom Schrinel (463-7603),

_Jim Gordon (882-9830), and Jim Lee (839-8958). We hope to see you all there!

—Tom Schrinel

Coming Events
MEMBERS’ MEETING

Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Behnan Social Hall, 256536 Lahser Road, Southfield

= December 18, 1984 =

RIVER/SURF TOURNAMENTS

DATE LOCATION CHAPTERS

Jan. 5 Big Manistee River Detroit/Manistee
(This tournament may be switched to January 12)

CONTACT
Steve Hamilton, 881-3871

Feb. or Big Manistee WATA To Be Announced
March Super Tournament Open to all Steelheaders

March 16 Betsie River Detroit only To Be Announced

April 20 Au Sable River Detroit/ To Be Announced

ANTHONY J. PACH

MICHAEL S. ZELKOWSKI
ANTHONY V. PACH

MOTOR TUNE UPS

M & M MACHINE
PRODUCTS

Airline Auto

Electric Service, Inc.

1212 E. NINE MILE
BETWEEN JOHN R. & DEQUINDRE
HAZEL PARK, MICH. 48030

MILL e« QUALITY e LATHE
CUSTOM BOAT PARTS

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
GENERATORS - STARTERS - REGULATORS AND
CARBURETORS REBUILT AND EXCHANGED

Lincoun 4-7494
Lincoun 4-4343

24729 Sherwoad Ave.
Centerline, M| 48015 - (313) 756-5200

Mon. THru Fri
8 AM. 10 6 P.M.
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1984 DIRECTOR ELECTIONS

This year, ballots will only be available to members present at the Annual Members’ Meeting, on Tuesday, December 18. Ballots
will be collected and counted during the meeting, and the results will be announced near the end of the meeting. There are four open-
ings for Chapter Director this time around—each is for a three-year term—and nine members are running for the positions.

If for no other reason, we urge ALL members to attend this meeting and vote. When it’s time to cast your ballot, vote for up to
four selections. There are nine outstanding fellow Chapter members offering their time so that you can enjoy your Chapter. How

about doing your share by voting???

Each candidate for the board is picture on this page, along with a brief description of his prior experience, etc. We would like to
say thanks to every one of them, and to wish them all good luck!

Election candidates

BOB BRUMER—A three-year Chapter member,
he fishes the trolling tournaments regularly, and
has fished at the Betsie River and Platte River
and Bay for seven years. He has been a show
volunteer at Qutdoorama for three years, and at
the Silverdome and Cobo Hall shows for two
years each. His main goal: ““To involve as many
people in fishing and its rewards as | can.”

STEVE BURKHALTER—Primarily a river and
surf fisherman, although he occasionally wets
his lines from a boat. He is a manager at Her-
man's World of Sporting Goods. One of his
main goals: “To see the Detroit Area Chapter
develop better relations with retailers in the
area in order to expand the Chapter through
promotions and semlnars

the Board of Directgrs, he is currently chair-
“wman__of Chapter” River tournaments. He is
a past Chapter president, and has been, at
various times, Research Trips, Shows and
Membership chairman. A regular Boat tour-
nament participant, he is the captain of "Val-
halla."”

HARRY HASKINS—A five-year Chapter mem-
ber, he has been a Director for the past two
years, has worked at shows, ran the 1983 elec-
tions, and ran an exhibit at the Gibralter Trade
Center. An active boat fisherman, he also fishes
for Lake Erie walleye. His main purpose is to:
“Help the Chapter remain as good as it is by
trying to serve on aII the commmees I can.’

g “Easy Money,” “Sisu,” “Sea
Screw," “Chromer,’”” “Drifter,” ‘‘Horsefly,”
“Eagle,” and others. Enjoys all kinds of fish-
ing—river, boat, ice, etc. He will be retiring in
May, 1985, and “will have a lot of time to
spend fishing and hunting.”

RONALD KOSCIELSKI-A member of the
Chapter for four vyears, he is an active lake

troller aboard his boat, “Gizzmo."”

JIM LEGENZOFF—He was chosen the Detroit
er'sMembrér of the Year’ in 1983.
A regular at Chapter Boat tournaments, he has
helped staff Chapter booths at Cobo Hall,
Qutdoorama and Silverdome shows. He would
“like to help the Chapter in any way | can.”

“BOB MITCHELL—A five-year Chapter member,

he is currently_Chdpter vice president, and was

girrvan of the 1983 Chapter Boat Raffle. He
is a regular competitor in the Chapter Boat
tournaments.

MICHAEL S. ZELKOWSKI-A lifetilme mem-
ber of the Chapter, he has been active in Chap-
fer-activities for the past feur years. He is an
avid boat troller as skipper of “’Elvira” (former-
ly “Irene”).
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Members find good fishing on Platte

On Saturday, December 1, we held
a river/surf tournament on the Platte.
And the fish were in! it was the first
time our Chapter has held a contest
here and it was the first time many
of us have ever fished this river.

The wind was howiing out of the
northwest which made the surf unfish-
able with six-foot breakers. So, every-
one fished the river. We had heard that
spawn was the only bait to use and
that the fish would quit hitting after
sunrise. The former was true, but the
latter was not. Fish were caught right
up to 4:00 p.m. and they all came on
spawn.

The first place, seven-pound male
Steelhead was caught by myself using a
small pink spawnbag with a little styro-
foam in it and drifted with a bobber.
This fish came at 8:30 a.m. near the
fourth cottage upstream from the river-
mouth. He was a dark red color indicating
he had probably been in the river for
some time.

Joel Garinger took the second-place
Steelhead, a 6 Ib. 11 oz. fish also hooked
on a spawnbag containing styrofoam
at about 8:30 a.m. Joel was bouncing
bottom for this fish about 200 yards
upstream from the rivermouth boat
launch. He also took two more nice
Steelhead (5 Ib. 3 o0z. and 5 Ib. 5 oz.)
from the same location at 3:00 p.m.
These chrome fish came on fresh, chunk
Steelhead spawn drifted with a bobber.

Joel and | fished for an hour upstream

from Honor in the early afternoon. |

released two small rainbows (6-8 inches)
while Joel released a twelve-inch brown
and lost a small Steelhead. Again, all
were hooked on spawn.

CLARK]

TRANSMISSIONS,
INC.
GARY CLARK

* 10% Discount to All Steelheaders *

. 25985:GROESBECK (M-97)
WARREN, MICH. -

773-2200

STEVE HAMILTON (I.) ND JOEL GARINGER look .mightAy pleased with the results
of their fishing at the Chapter tournament on the Platte River earlier this month.

One of the Banish brothers released
a 4- to 5-pound coho and | landed a
6 Ib. 13 oz. fresh coho. Mike and hi
brother Paul Banish had two or three
good Steelhead on, but unfortunately
did not get them in.

Sunday provided good fishing as
well. Joel landed two chrome Steelies.
These females were 5- to 6-pounders
and taken in the same spot using the
same methods as he did Saturday after-
noon. He took the first at 8:00 a.m.
and the second at 10:00. Chuck Grzyb
landed a 9-pound Steelhead in the river
before 8:00 a.m. and took two more

in the surf before noon. His partner,
Don Schiele, lost two in the surf while
Bob Kanas had another one on. Ron
Banish, Mike and Paul’s father, had one
on in the river as did |.

It’s too bad more of our river anglers
did not come to the Platte as the fishing
was good and there were only a few
other fisherman (they also caught fish).

Now that some of us know a little
about this river, we should be able to
put on a presentation at a Membership
meeting prior to a return outing.

Steve Hamilton
River Chairman

L “ “ LR CR ‘,\ “ < ‘,‘ Ly T “‘ (\4,\ NIRRT M ST O G M
s FISHERMAN'S PRAYER
by ?
B _ I pray that I may live to fish ‘H
A Until my dying day, A
X And when it comes to my last cast D
p! I then must humbly pray, A
o When in the Lord’s great Landing net R
- And peacefully asleep, .
J That in His mercy 1 be judged ¥
/ Big enough to keep. ;.
:. ~Jay Nelson, New Buffalo Steelheaders .-
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Well, it's happenedI Leglslatlon “to per-
mit the continuation of the abominable
practice of snagging salmon (and, inci-
dentally, other fish as welll) is about to
be shoved down Michigan’s throat!!

On Wednesday, December 5, the Legis-
lature passed a bill which will permit the
snagging of salmon on four Michigan
rivers (the Big Manistee, Pere Marquette,
Muskegon and Sable) for a period of three
years, starting when the bill becomes law.

The legislation requires salmon snaggers
to buy an annual ‘‘salmon snagging stamp’’
(cost: $7.25), and also mandates that the
DNR continue stocking those rivers with
fresh salmon each year. One can only mar-
vel at the obvious cynicism of this attempt
to ensure that the snaggers will have fresh
meat for their meathooks—in other words,
to make sure they ‘get what they pay for’!

The measure is now on the desk of
Gov. James Blanchard, who must soon
decide whether to sign it into law, or to
veto it. Blanchard has not publicly stated
what he will do with the legislation.

In a letter to House members before
they voted, Blanchard voiced his ‘‘grave
concern’’ about the bill. “The {snagging)
bill is unwise, based on incorrect assump-
tions and contrary to Michigan’s conserva-
tion traditions,’”’ he wrote. Blanchard also
said that he ‘‘strongly opposes’’ the bill
and implied that he might veto it. David
Dempsey, the governor’s environmental
adviser, stated that Blanchard would “‘ser-
iously consider’’ a veto of the bill.

Blanchard’s comments sound good, as
far as they go. But do they go far enough?

After the bill’s passage, Blanchard’s
press secretary Richard Cole, explaining
that the governor hadn’t yet made up his
mind, said, ‘“He has expressed his opposi-
tion to the general principle of salmon
snagging.”” However, Cole went on to say
that any change in Blanchard’s position
would be ““based on economic develop-
ment arguments.”’ This seems to represent
a definite softening of Blanchard’s posi-
tion. Nowhere can the public read a forth-
right declaration from the governor’s of-
fice stating that the bill will be vetoed.

Is Cole merely informing the public? Or
is he attempting to provide ‘‘wriggle room’’
to allow his boss to drop his opposition to
the bill? He does seem to have done a good
job for supporters of the bill by identify-
ing the exact argument that will be most
likely to change Blanchard’s mind.

Sen. Phil Arthurhultz (R-Whitehall),
originator of the bill, and chief House
sponsor Rep. Tom Scott (D-Flint} have
turned their campaign for this bill into a
crusade, one in which they are apparently
prepared to say almost anything, true or

otherwise, to get their way.

The low quality of arguments offered
in support of this bill is typified by a sar-
castic comment by Arthurhultz, designed
to downgrade both the importance of the
issue and his opponents themselves: “If
you're concerned whether a fish is pulled
out by its backside or its lip, and think
that one (method) is more ethical than
the other, then perhaps this is an issue of
great importance.”” Other supporters have
even tried to suggest that ‘real men’ sup-
port snagging, and opponents, well . . ..

Somehow, a majority of the Legislature
has been persuaded to ignore the many
valid arguments against snagging put forth
by the DNR and private sportfishing and
environmental groups, and to concentrate
only on the unproven, greed-inspired
claims that snaggers should be allowed to
continue because they provide much-
needed tourist- dollars-to the depressed
economies in west Michigan, dollars they
falsely claim would otherwise be lost.

Now the question is, will they also
succeed in persuading the governor with
their false arguments? And make no mis-
take about it, supporters of this bill will
be pressuring the governor day and night
to get his signature on that bill! They
hired the lobbying firm of James Karoub,
reportedly the most powerful lobbyist in
iansing, to get their biii through the
Legislature. Next, they will certainly train
their ‘hired gun’ on Blanchard.

The most visible organized opposition
to the bill is coming from MUCC, but they
seem undecided about whether they op-
pose the bill on principle, or on the nar-
row procedural grounds that the Legisla-
ture should not interfere with the DNR
on a question of resource management.

The official voice of Steelheaders, the
MSSFA, does not seem to be heard at all
in this vital debate. So, it falls to us, the
individual members, to carry the fight.
We must raise our own voices, make our
own arguments, defend our own principles
if we are to successfully protect our sport.

We must stop being the silent majority.
We must become the noisy majority if
we are to stop this violation of our
resources. It isn't enough now to just
verbally ‘bitch’, moan and complain.
Each of us must WRITE to the governor
NOW, while he is making up his mind!

State your opposition to this bill—make
it clear where you stand. Call the gover-
nor’s office if you like, but don’t fail to
WRITE YOUR LETTER!

If we all do so, we can influence the
outcome. EVERY CHAPTER MEMBER
SHOULD DO HIS PART!!

—Joel Garinger, Editor

In The News

NEW MEMBERS GET
TACKLE PACKAGES
IN FEBRUARY

New members who have joined MSSFA
as part of the current drive for new mem-
bers {ending December 31, 1984) should
be sure to attend the Detroit Area Chap-
ter's February membership meeting. Ac-
cording to Chapter Membership Chairman
Dennis Holloway, the free tackle packages
offered during the drive, valued at $25.00,
will be distributed at that meeting.

BOOKLET ABOUT
PROPELLERS
IS OFFERED

The propeller affects all phases of

boating performance—handling, ride, com-
fort, speed, acceleration, engine life, fuel
economy, and safety.
_ A new publication, “’Everything You
Need to Know About Propellers,” an-
swers all the questions any boater might
have about props.

The ‘whys’ and ‘hows’ of a marine
propeller are explained in detail by the
industry leader, the Quicksilver line of
Mercury Marine. Quicksilver propellers
are manufactured for Mercury and Mar-
iner outboards, and for MerCruiser stern
drives and inboards.

The engineering data, test results,
diagrams and contents of this book will
tell you everything you ever wanted to
know about props, and more. For in-
stance, learn how to select the correct
size prop for your boat. Find out the
differences between aluminum and stain-
less steel, the basic prop parts, how to
trim out an engine for best performance
and more.

. For your own copy of this compre-
hensive, 44-page book, send $3.00to SMI-
Quicksilver, Dept. TB, P.O. Box 21-007,
Eagan, Minnesota 55121, and request the
book: "Everything You Need to Know
About Propellers.”

Vincent F. Dermyer John P. Zelkowski
President Vice President

MUNN
ENGINEERING
COMDANY

TOOLS / DIES / JIGS & FIXTURES
Resistance Welding Components

24729 Sherwood Ave,
L[.Ienterlme MI 48015

(313) 757 363(1.
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Some things about kings

As an avid salmon fisherman, | am
in constant search for new information
about this fishery. My quest to learn
more about the elusive salmon is why
| joined the Detroit Area Chapter of
the Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fish-
ermen’s Association.

But after all the countless books
and newspapers, and magazine articles
that | have read, there is still more to
be learned. Much of what | have learned
about fishing over the years has been
about fishing techniques rather than
about the fish and their behavior.

This prompted me to write to Dave

Borgeson of the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (DNR). Upon
receiving my letter, Dave forwarded it to
Asa T. Wright, the Great Lakes Program
Manager of the DNR's Fisheries Division.

Asa wrote back, “Your questions, in
general, are good ones, but as yet, there
is only a small field of scientific informa-
tion to draw from to answer them.’’

What follows is the information |
received in response to my letter of
inquiry.

Q. Once young chincok saimon leave
their river of birth, what is known
of their movement pattern during
their growth pattern and adulthood?

A. Little is known about the distribution
of chinook salmon in the Great Lakes
from the time they leave the rivers
until they start to school on their
adult migrations, Studies are now
just underway to start determining
movement patterns.

Q. What is the make-up of the chinook
diet, and do they have a diet pref-
erence?

A. Chinook feed on the larger zooplank-
tons, insects that have dropped on
the surface of the water, and larval
fish until the chinook reach about
12 inches in length., At that time,
they go almost entirely to a fish
diet consisting largely of alewife
in Lake WMichigan in the southern
portion, and a mixture of alewife
and smelt in the northern part of
Lake Michigan and Lake Huron,
In Lake Superior, smelt is the prime

. food.

Q. What are the feeding habits, move-
ment pattern and preferred temper-
atures of these various bait fish?

A. The bait fish, smelt and alewife, are
schooling-type fish. The stay close

to the bottom during intense light
conditions and spread out into the
upper waters during the daytime.
During the winter, they are in deeper
portions of the lakes for the most
part, and in the warmer months
they move inshore. Preferred temp-
eratures vary with the age of the
fish, but, in general they are between
50°F and 60° F.

Q. Do chinook salmon have a known
feeding time preference?

A. Feeding appears to be heaviest in
late afternoon and in early morning.
Light feedjng, however, also occurs
during the ‘'day and after dark. There
seems to be a strong, direct correlation
between the movement pattern of the
forage fish and chinook. Chinooks
seem to move shoreward in their feed-
ing at night and stay there until early
morning when they scatter and appear
to again move to deeper waters, Some
chinook, however, seem to stay in the
offshore waters and exhibit more of a
vertical movement in response to
feeding rather than a horizontal
searching one.

Q. How much and how often do salmon
eat?

A. Food conversion ratio for salmon
growth in the wild runs between five
and ten to one. This means that a ten-
pound salmon will have eaten be-
tween 50 and 100 pounds of food
to get to ten pounds. The conversion
rate is dependent on temperature,
type of food, density of food and
the energy the salmon expends in
searching out the food.

Q. How do salmon attack baitfish—from
the rear, side, top or bottom?

A. Depending on the size of food and
orientation, an attack may occur
from underneath, the side, the rear,
or from the front. I'm not aware of
any studies definitively identifying
preference. On lures, the rear attack
appears to be the most common.
This may not, however, be true for
bait fish.

Q. Do salmon suspend due to bait fish
location, or because of temperature
preference?

A. Both.

Q. How do salmon react after feeding
with regard to movement and time
of inactivity?

A. Not known.

Q. Do mature salmon have a size pref-
erence as to bait fish? If so, what
size might this be?

A. Larger salmon eat larger bait fish.
Salmon over 20 inches long seem
to prefer bait fish in excess of three
inches in length.

Q. Is a salmon’s behavior pattern affect-
ed in greater part by the behavior pat-
tern of bait fish?

A. Not known. However, as food is
essential to survival, we assume the
salmon is continuously searching for
a meal.

Q. Are any photos available of the lar-
gest chinook ever caught and, if so,
how can | obtain a copy?

A. I'm sorry, but we do not have any
photos of baitfish or the largest
salmon ever caught for distribution.
The largest salmon ever caught was
on the West Coast. | think it was a
seine-caught chinook somewhere in
excess of 100 pounds. The biggest
chinook on record in Michigan is 46
pounds. We have a cast of it mounted
in our Lansing office, and you are
welcome to come in and take a look
at it.

If any of the readers has a picture of
a large fish, please pass it on to me, along
with a brief description of where it was
caught and which lure it was taken on.
We will be glad to publish it in Fishin’
Tales.

| would like to thank Dave Borgeson

and Asa T. Wright for their replies to my
letter.
—Ken Rogers
__The Boston Whaler

RENT YOUR CAMPING NEEDS
FROM US AND SAVE!

We carry: o Tents o Stoves e Lanterns
o Canoes  Qutboards (June '84)

WE ALSO CARRY A COMPLETE LINE
OF TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

5425835 3738261
1126 S. Washington 2661 N. Opdyke’
Royal Oak, Ml Pontiac, MI__ ]
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LOCAL ONTARIO FISHERMEN'S CLUB IS BUILDING ITS “OWN” HATCHERY!!

Sarnia club —-How the other half lives

At the coaxing of Jim ‘'Lee” Legen-
zoff, we attended a meeting of the
Sarnia-based Blue Water Anglers, which
is a 575-member-strong sister organiza-
tion to the American Blue Water Sports-
men’s Association.

We were curious to find out what
we could about nets on the Canadian
side of Lake Huron, as well as the kinds
of fishing they have over there, and
perhaps to compare their club to our
own Chapter.

Jim and | met the president and
were introduced to many members
of their Board of Directors. What follows
in this article is based on the discussions
we had with our Canadian hosts.

Lake Huron is not a priority to the
Canadian government when it comes
down to sportfishing. Lake Ontario
receives all the attention. Consequently,
all salmonids and trout are planted
in Lake Ontario and not in Lake Huron.
This is all based on the larger popula-
tion of Canadians living close to Lake
Ontario, compared to Lake Huron.

Most of the Blue Water Anglers
club members fish an area stretching
from twec miles north of Sarnia in Lake

Huron to as far south as Port Lambton

" on the St. Clair River. They report that

fishing for trout and salmon in 1984 has
been the best it has ever been.

The best fishing was in the early
spring, especially at Port Lambton and
Port Franks. The Canadian fishermen
speculate that the ice conditions that
developed last spring kept the ‘American’
fish in Canadian waters during this time.
The fishing was also excellent in 1983,
perhaps because of the early thaw.

There is always a strong run of Steel-
head and chinook salmon that ascend
the streams and rivers which empty into
Georgian Bay. The salmon are strays of
American stock which have now estab-
lished themselves over there and re-
produce yearly.

These same waters (in Georgian Bay)
are staked with approximately 40 miles
of Indian nets. The Indians are supposed
to have some regulations imposed on
them. The regulations are that some
Indians can only put their nets one
mile off shore, while other Indians can
put their nets five miles off shore.

Most fishermen in this club seem
to own smaller boats than the average
size in our Chapter, in the 14- to 16-foot

class. However, there are a few who
rown and fish from larger boats.

Interestingly, these fishermen do not
take a negative attitude toward the
nets in the Georgian Bay area, or even
toward the trap nets that are used around
the Sarnia area.

Many fishermen from Sarnia use
long lines and/or planer boards from
their boats while fishing. They explain
that Georgian Bay fishing, with all the
nets, presents a problem because those
nets are not marked—there are only
poles sticking up out of the water. They
caution anyone fishing those waters
to be extra careful, but the area can be
fished and is very productive.

There is -one -commercial fisherman
who fishes out of Sarnia. He fishes the
same waters as the club members—from
two miles north of Sarnia down the St.
Clair River to Port Lambton—using trap
nets, and his prime take is walleyes.

The Blue Water Anglers members
find this acceptable. in fact, they re-
spect this fisherman because he aliows
them to go out with him whenever
they want, and because he has a very
small percentage of incidental catch
of trout and salmon, which he releases.

Bill Walker and Don Cox are two very
interesting member of the club. They
told us of their unique experiences in
hatching their own Steelhead and salmon.
They feel that if the Canadian govern-
ment won’t plant fish in lower Lake
Huron, then they will!

Bill and Don are spearheading the
construction and operation of a full-size
hatchery which will be located under the
Bluewater Bridge on the Canadian side.
They started out by hatching their own
0000000000000 0O0CCOOYS

ADVANCED
#'\I PRINTWEAR

[ J
®
[ ]
o
[
: T-Shirts « Jackets « Baseball Caps
[ ]
[ J
[ ]
[ J
[ J
[ J

For clubs, businesses & teams—
Visit our showroom

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

®

@ 28020 Groesbeck Thomas Ancona ¢
@ Roseville, M1 48066 (313) 772-2433 ¢
000000000000 OCOCOGOIOODO

rainbow trout after reading about how
to do it in a book. They caught their own
pairs of fish, took the eggs, disinfected
them, and mixed and fertilized them in
Don'’s garage.

They are now just beginning to do the
same with salmon. Right now, they have
40,000 salmon eggs that are nearly ready
to hatch. “’You can just see the eyes look-
ing out at you,” Don told us.

The entire club is participating in the
hatchery project, called a Community
Fisheries Improvement Program, which
is sponsored by the Ministry of Natural
Resources. Under such a program, the
Ministry provides most of the money
and the community group, in this case
the Blue Water Anglers Club, provides
the manpower.

Club members, such as engineers,
construction workers, and skilled trades-
men, will be volunteering their skills and
a lot of labor. Between 4,000 and 6,000
man-hours will be needed to build the
hatchery, including installing pipes, gen-
erators, back-up systems, etc.

This hatchery will be a learning ex-
perience for the Blue Water Anglers. It
will also provide a hond bhetween these
fishermen and the salmon and rainbows
they raise. | think they will get VERY
UPSET if any of their fish end up being
illegally taken or destroyed!

We found these men of the Blue
Water Anglers Club to be very hospit-
able, and concerned fishermen. Their
club meetings are conducted almost
exactly like ours are. It was most enjoy-
able meeting and exchanging information
with them.

—Joel Garinger

LITTLE BILL
OWNER

533.9070

LITTLE BILL'S TROPHIES

OUR ENGRAVING MAKES
THE DIFFERENCE

25886 W. SIX MILE ROAD
REDFORD. MI. 48240
1 BLK. WEST OF BEECH DALY
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MICHIGAN STEELHEAD AND SALMON

FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION
DETROIT AREA CHAPTER

P.0.BOX 4438
AUBURN HEIGHTS, M1 48057

Address Correction Requested

MEETING NOTICE—-PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

U. S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit No. 374
Pontiac, Michigan

1984 MEETING SCHEDULE
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

BEHNAN SOCIAL HALL
(See Map)

DECEMBER 18, 1984

Visitors welcome—bring a friend
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Want Ads: |

FOR SALE-Two Walker electric downriggers
with 4 arms, $100.00 each. Three Riviera
manual downriggers with 2' arms, $50.00
each. VHF radio, 55-channel with antenna,
$100.00.

Call Darrin Harris: (313) 979-0549

FOR SALE—1973 Chrysler 21’ bowrider, 1983
Johnson 140 hp. outboard, with tandem
trailer and fuil canvas. Ready to fish.

Call Mike Zelkowski: 792-4678 (days)
. 756-5200 (evenings)

FOR SALE-K-Line downriggers, 3' arms, .
swivel bases, rod holders, counters, $60.00
each.

Call Steve: 881-3871

- The
DEADLINE
for material for the
- ANNUAL ISSUE
of
FISHIN' TALES

is
DECEMBER 18, 1984

NEED A FISHING PARTNER -
OR

ANOTHER CREW MEMBER?
~

Do you want to fish in the
Boat Trolling Tournaments.
but don’t have a boat?

If the answer is yes to either of these
questions, make a telephone call and
have your wishes come true!

CREWS
Hot Line

CONTACT: TOM SCHRINEL
(313) 834-8855 (8 a.m.-4 p.m.)
(313) 463-7603 (after 6 p.m.)
CREWS HOT LINE is a Detroit Area -

> = =) __
g wog Annual subscriptions to F/ISHIN’ TALES | Chapter club service for members.
z g E are now available for $12 peryear =
& & a —See order form below— A
1
l a2 L] L]
Patches & Decals i Membership Application
I MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SIZE ITEM PRICE QTY.| COST | Free Line For One Reel, Steeiheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,
5"dia.  CHAPTER ARMPATCH 4.00 ea. [ MSSPA Newspaper, Do e o Do
(8-color) Membership Cards & Other Benefits. _
3" x4 WINDOW DECAL .25 ea. ANNUAL DUES
P 1 N bers & renewals underage62 . . ... ... ...... $25.00.
117 x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. l (gv:t::;;n A;}er; Ch;pter share—$12.00, State Association share—$13.00}
11" x 14" CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. Renewals age 621065 . . . .« « v o e v it $18.00
MAILING FOR ABOVE ITEMS 50 Renewalsoverage 85 . .. .. .. .. ..ot e oo $8.00
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO ( )
CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 12.00/yr. NAME PHONE
“FISHIN' TALES"”
ADDRESS
TOTAL
Complete form and send with check or money order payable to: cITy STATE ZIP
DETROIT AREA CHAPTER, MSSFA Complete form and send with check or money order payable to:
P.0. BOX 4438 DETROIT AREA CHAPTER, MSSFA
AUBURN HEIGHTS, Ml 48057 P.O. BOX 4438
These items are Chapter Fund Raisers—WE THANK YOU! AUBURN HEIGHTS, M| 48057 THANK YOU!




