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Association
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The views expressed in this paper are
those of the Chapter Members and the
Editor. The purpose of this paper is to
inform the Chapter Members of events
which affect the Sportfishermen. It is
our intention to teach, inform and
guide the members to respect and
appreciate the Great Lakes, Rivers and
Land around us.
* * K * *
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President’s
New Year Miessage

| hope all have had a good beginning to this new year, | say this knowing that
economic troubles have plagued our area, people, and club for a iong period of time.
Your Board of Directors, with your support, is going to be working hard to make 1952"‘ ~
a turn-around year for the Detroit Area Steelheaders. But, before | list this year's gc
for our club, a round of thanks is in order.
Thanks to the Directors who retired after serving on the Board: John Makela, ¢
of our Chapter’s founders; Jerry Lee, whose boat trolling reputation is well known; a
Bill Ciurzenski, 1981 Boat Tournament Chairman (Congratulations on his best catch
his fiance!). Thanks to Gary Gray for having been an excellent President for two yea
he’ll be a tough act to follow. Thanks to our new Directors for caring enough to «
more. Thanks to all of you, you members who work to keep our club active and y
receive little recognition for your efforts. Thanks to all of the newsletter advertisers, ai
contributors to our raffles; | encourage all to shop with them. Finally, thanks to o
current Directors for having confidence in selecting me to be President. | shall work
reward their confidence.
Now, 1982 goals inciude:
_ 1. Keep our Chapter an active organization that's fun to belong to.
2. Build a financial plan to keep us in the black.
3. Have our super newsletter out each month in advance of the membershi,
meetings. l
4. Schedule interesting and educational speakers and membership meetings. X
5. Membership growth and active participation by all,
6. Improve our fishery resource with letter-writing campaigns and other efforts.
Grand goals, yet all achievable with your support and help. Let your ideas be
known to any Director. But, remember this, our number one goal is to have FUN
Good Fishing!
Steve

Coming Events

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

February 23, 1982
March 30, 1982
April 27, 1982

Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
American Legion Hall, 2709 W. 12 Mi. Rd., Berkley

RIVER TOURNAMENTS
DATE __ EVENT_ _ LOCATION _ COORDINATOR

February 27 Tournament Manistee River Mike Curzenski, 574-0365
Wellston Chamber of Commerce -
March 20 Tournament  AuSable River MikeCurzenski, 574-0365
Detroit Area Chapter only
April ? Tournament AuSable River  Mike Curzenski, 574-0365 Iy
Detroit vs. Saginaw vs. AuSable Valley

PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
More movies are scheduled for upcoming membership meetings:

+
i

i
¢
i
|

February “Wet, Wild, and Willing i
March ““Steelhead Junction " |
April “World'’s Biggest Fish Bowl/ o
May “Canada’s Salmon Coast "

“
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Sunday, March 28, 1982

Dearborn Civic Center

MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS
Detroit Area Chapter

Spring Show
ADMISSION: $1.00 Donation

SENIOR CITIZENS & KIDS 16 and UNDER —— FREE!!

Free Parking
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1981 ,
"Steelheader Fest"
A Success...

This past September on a cool
but sunny afternoon, the Detroit
Area Chapter of the M.S.S.F.A.
put together our First Annual
Steelheader Fest and it was truly
a successful venture.

The club members, family and
friends feasted on boiled and bar-
becued fish, along with hot dogs,

—-- —corn on-the cob-and-all was washed
down with ‘“kegs of suds”’.

The afternoon also gave every-
one a chance at being an Allstar on
the base paths, matching horseshoes
in the pits or for the ladies, a
chance at beating the bingo tables.
The kids also had fun winning
prizes with various games and
stunts.

To round out the activities,
trophies were presented for pre-
vious tournaments and a mini-
clinic was set up to demonstrate
the “tricks’” of surf fishing.

I would like to once again thank
everyone for their time and effort
for making this an interesting and’
enjoyable afternoon for all those
who attended.

Looking ahead, pians are already
in the making for a bigger and bet-
ter picnic to be held in September
of 1982.

With the co-operation, help and
attendance, this year’s picnic will
be something to look forward to.

Hope to see everyone at the
‘*Steelheader Fest 11",

Good Luck and Good Fishing

Art Przysiecki :

i

... and a good time
was had by all!
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It’s Annual Raffle Timell

This is the time of year when
each of us is asked to help support
our Chapter. Last year, there was
a cry that we didn’t receive our
newsletter each month like we had
in the past. Qur Chapter relies heav-
ily on the Annual Boat Raffle to
make money for publishing the
Fishin’ Tales magazine. It's really
very simple — the more money we
can raise from the Boat Raffle, the
more regularly we can publish our
magazine.

This year, multiple prizes will be
given away so that everyone will
have a better chance to win. The
prizes are as follows:

*» GRAND PRIZE-A

35 h.p. electric-start Johnson
outboard motor, and a Shore-
liner trailer.

* SECOND PRIZE - A Lowrance‘
graph. '

*» THIRD PRIZE — Two B|g Jon
downriggers.

Heavy-duty, ball bearmg
casting reel for fresh and
light saltwater.

16 foot
Starcraft boat equipped with a

* FOURTH PRIZE — Two Eagle
Claw rods with Ryobi reels.

* FIFTH PRIZE — $25.00 worth
of fishing tackle.

Ticket sales have already begun
and will continue through April 27,
1982, when the drawing will be
held. The actual drawing takes
place at the April Membership
Meeting, at about 8:30 p.m.

This vyear, the tickets sell for

-three tickets for $1.00, or $.50

each. Last year, there were a few
complaints about the tickets cost-
ing $1.00 each while other clubs
were selling their raffle tickets at
three for $1.00. Selling tickets this
year may be a little harder, but
your efforts should pay off with a
greater number of tickets sold.
We will have prizes for the top
five ticket sellers, as follows:
First Prize — A Lifetime Member-
‘ship in the Detroit Area Chapter.
Second Prize — A five year paid-up
membership in the Detroit Area
Chapter

[} =vos JILS) 5] =vos §
Get the Ryobl FEEL

Ryobi Game reels

Ryobi game reels are completely
rust resistant, all major compo-
nents are rugged stainless steel

Ryobi 3000,
Ryobi 2000,
Ryobi 1000,

no line twist
Dyna Fight™ Series
skirted spool

Third Prize — A four year paid-up
membership in the Detroit Area
Chapter.

Fourth Prize — A three year paid-up
membership in the Detroit Area
Chapter.

Fifth Prize — A one year paid-up
membership in the Detroit Area
Chapter.

There is an additional group of
prizes being offered also. The sellers
who sell the winning tickets will
receive a tackle package for their
effort. To qualify, sign your name
on the backs of the ticket stubs so
you can be identified. The more
you sell, the better chance you have
to win something, so get behind
your Chapter in this major fund-
raiser and sell as many tickets as
you possibly can. If you need more
tickets, you can get them from me
each month at the Membership
‘meetings, or you can call me at
774-8083 after 5:00 p.m.

GOOD SELLING!!

— Don Kirchoff

The only skirted spool spinning
reel series with adjustable bail
tension: light, medium, heavy.
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COLD WATER SURVIVAL TECHNIQUES

Reading thisi could save your life!

When the salmon and lake trout move into the shallows, fishing fever sometimes
overrules common sense among small boat operators on the Great Lakes. Seemingly
unmindful of pending storms or the limitations of their boats, many fishermen are

concerned only with the fishing, but each
swimming instead of fishing.

year, a certain number of them wind up

Except in summer, water temperatures are low, survival time in the water is
short, and those who find themselves in the water are faced with some difficult odds.

The predicted survival time following immersion in 50° F. water {Lake Superior
frequently has colder spring and fall temperatures) is about 2% -3 hours, but this will

vary depending on body size and extra fat.

However, a sudden dunking in bitter-cold

water quickly increases the heart rate and blood pressure. This occasionally causes
death from heart attack or a ruptured biood vessel, particularly when oider people

are involved.

Hypothermia is the culprit behind most cold-water deaths, for once the body
temperature drops to a point where vital organs can no longer function {usually about
86° F.), the victim loses consciousness and dies- of heart failure. Any action which
slows down the rate of cooling can mean the difference between being alive and dead

when rescue boats arrive.
The following suggestions,

if followed, will measureably increase the rate of

survival for fishermen who suddenly find themselves in the water.

1. Unless shore is nearby, ‘stay “still! The average person in a life jacket cools off ~

35% faster when swimming than when remaining motionless, and tests con-
ducted in 50° F. water showed that the average person can swim less than one
mile before hypothermia incapacitates him. When life jackets are not worn and
treading water is necessary to keep afloat, tests show the cooling rate is 34%
faster than while holding still in a life jacket. In addition, certain types of life
jackets give much more protection against the cold than others, and fishermen
would do well to investigate the insulating capabilities of all styles and brands.

2. The head, sides of the chest, and the groin are parts of the body which have the-
highest rate of heat loss, but certain floating positions can help retain body
heat and increase the predicted survival time as much as 50%. The preferred

position simply invoives hoiding the

chest and raising the thighs as high as possible to protect the groin. If two or’

inner sides of the arins tightly against the

three people are in the water, they should cling to one another, keepmg their

chests together as tight as possible.

3. Once rescued, a victim of hypotherm|a should be warmed externally with hot——

water bottles, a hot bath, or electric blankets, and internally with hot bev-

erages . . .

but not alcoholi!! In fact, a person who is *under the influence”” be-

fore being immersed in cold water will experience a 20% faster cooling rate
.

than would a sober person.

Although these suggestions couid help you survive a cold -water dunklng, ‘the best "

er can do it!

Please..

Experienced sportfishermen often make
strange discoveries while cleaning their
catches! They find that the fish have
gobbled all kinds of manmade objects that
have fallen into the water. Key rings, false
teeth, bottle tops, paper and plastic objects

are just a few.

Many things that boaters casually toss
overboard can be lethal to fish. Especially
items which resemble familiar foods: filter
tips from cigarettes can look tempting like
grubs; crumpled bits_of foil from candy
wrappers become attention-getting reflectors
of light as they flutter down through the

tip of all is to stay in the boat! Anybody with common sense and an eye to the weath-

NOTE: This was written by David ““Mac” Frimodig, DNR Region 1 Information Officer, Marquette.

water; wads of chewing gum look like fish
eggs or other morsels.

Often a hungry fish will swallow any
such item tossed overboard. As most of
these objects are indigestible, they can harm
or even kill a fish.

Also, as part of the sportfishing scene, it’s
a fact that litter from unconcerned boaters
often helps to ruin the fishing grounds.

As the above examples so clearly show,
littering by some pleasure boaters does hap-
pen, and it has all kinds of consequences. Be
a boater who cares.

...Don’t Litter!

Boat Tournament
Committee to set
rules in March

We are into the new year, and it's
time to begin planning for this year’s
Boat Trolling Tournaments. With the
temperature outside hovering around
the zero mark and below, it doesn’t
seem very appropriate, but spring will
be here very soon.

Every Chapter member received
a questionnaire concerning the Boat
Trolling Tournaments in the mail late
in January, along with the Annual Boat
Raffle tickets. Please fill it out right
now (if you haven't already done so)
and return it at the February Member-
ship meeting. {f you prefer, you may
also mail it in:

Terry McCaffrey
1433 Seima
Westland, Michigan 48185

| would like to receive as many replies
to this questionnaire as possible. | need
YOQOUR opinions on the various questions,
in order to set up the Boat Trolling Tour-
naments as satisfactorily as possible.

There is room on the back of the

questionnaire form for any additional .-

comments you may care to make.

Also, please feei free to caii me if
you would like to talk about any par-
ticular points. My number is 729-1889,
and | would be glad to hear from you.

We will be forming a Boat Trolling
Tournament Committee to set up the
rules, dates, and locations for the coming
season. If any members would like to
be on this committee, please contact me.

Our goal is to get more Chapter mem-
bers with boats to come out and fish our
Chapter tourneys. There were changes
in' the rules last season which seemed to
help. And this is why returning the ques-
tionnaire is so important, since the replies
we get will tell us what further changes
we ought to make regarding rules and
locations.

The Committee expects to meet in
early March, so that the tourney dates
will be known prior to the Chapter
Spring Show and the March Member-
ship meeting.

| will be looking forward to hearing
from each of you, and would like to take
this opportunity to wish all the members
a happy and prosperous New Year —
with lots of FISH ON!

— Terry McCaffrey
Boat Tournament Chairman

rd
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Ludington looks like top trophy port!

We all have our favorite ports
for salmon fishing and the reasons
for picking a favorite port are
varied.

But what if your sole objective
was to catch a true trophy fish?
Which port would you fish? A
quick analysis of this year’s Sal-
mon Bonanza, DAC Steelhead
tournaments and other informa-
tion yields some insights and
surprises.

~

As everyone knows, the top
fish in the Bonanza (34 ibs. 8 0zs.)
was weighed in at the Lake Michi-
gan port of Ludington. The top
fish caught in Lake Huron (27 lbs.
9 ozs.) was weighed in at Oscoda.
It was a real nice fish, but was only
big enough to tie for 123rd place
overali!

Part of the good news from Lake
Michigan is the fact that only New
Buffalo failed to weigh in a fish
that placed in the Top 25. fish

(30 Ibs. 13 ozs. or more) taken,
Additional analysis shows four
ports as top producers:

NUMBER OF SALMON
RANKING IN TOP 25

Ludington 6
Frankfort 4
Mansitee 4

St. Joseph 4

Ludington not only weighed in
the largest number of salmon rank-

‘ing in the Top 25, but also the top

two fish and the only two to tip
the scales in excess of 34 Ibs.

Other evidence also points to
Ludington as a top port. The
year's Detroit Area Chapter tour-
nament at Ludington produced the
two biggest salmon of the year:
Steve Hamilton’s 27 |b. 15 oz.
King, and Fred Saladine’s 27 Ib.
9 oz. King.

We should also mention Darrin
Harris’ beautiful Steelhead taken
just before the Ludington tour-

April May

May June July
July August September October

Og¢tober November December
February March April

ALL EQUIPMENT FURNISHED — COAST GUARD LICENSED OPERATOR

+ CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE & CHARTER INFORMATION ¢

JERRY’S SPRING TACKLE SPECIALS

nament. Add to this list the two
controversial Atlantics (32 Ibs.
10 ozs. and 32 Ibs.) caught out
of Ludington during the 1981
season and you have a pretty
convincing case for this port as
the number one port.

Does this mean you should
fish this port exclusively? Not
necessarily. It simply means that
the hot port in August of last year
was Ludington.

The hot port the last week of
the tournament was St. Joseph,
with three fish over 31% lIbs. to
Ludington’s largest of 30 lbs.
10 ozs.

Not everyone will have the
time or money to spend August
in Ludington. Fortunately, there
is good news close to home. While
the biggest fish taken from Lake
Huron was weighed in at Oscoda,
Harbor Beach produced two 27
pounders, and was as consistent

a producer as any Lake Huron port.

gerrq's gpor'tfisbing Cbarters

"FISH ABOARD THE “SEA SCREW”
Lake Michigan — Spring — Salmon / Trout
Lake Erie — Walleyes

Lake Michigan — Fall — Salmon/ Trout
River Steelhead Drift Trips

Eagle Claw No.SE-400 8% ft. Downriggerrods . ............connneeennn $33.00 ea.
Flutter ChUCK'S SPOONS . o v v v v v eme ot emnmaa e manas $2.20 ea. $25.00doz.
K. C.SPOOMS « « ot ees ceeeeee et s e o saeaen $2.50 ea. $27.00 doz.
Silver Hordes NO.BS W/rattles . . . . oo v e v v vttt nneae s s cnnnss $4.00 ea. $45.00 doz.
Lucky LUFES o v vt te e eeee e ineee e aans $3.00 ea. $16.50/6 $30.00doz..
Big Jon Divers (Red-Black-Green) . . . ... oot $6.95 ea.
Ande Premium Clear Line 11b.service spoon 10-301dbs. . . . .. ... ... oo $14.50
Custommade Cannon Ball 8Ibs. . .. . .ot v it ittt i e i caae e $13.50 ea.
NEW!! Steering Buddy’s Remote Control Steering . ... .........oueercen oo, $220.95

JERRY'S SPORTFISHING CHARTERS
27814 W. 6 Mile Rd.
Livonia, Michigan 48152

313- 421-8559
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Join in the fun:It's your club!

We are starting a new year, sO
“let’s start it right. Come on out and
participate in YOUR club!

Come on out to the meetings and
bring a friend. Come on out to the
shows and help promote YOUR
Chapter, and our great fishery.

Join in the effort to help educate
people in how to safeguard, utilize
and enjoy the great fishery we have
in our Great Lakes.

Many volunteers will be needed
to man the booths we will have at
the various shows, including our
own Spring Show!

Having worked all the shows
many times during the past few
years, | can say they are a lot of fun,
‘and a great way to get a chance to
do what we all like to do — talk
FISHING and enjoy good company.

If you have not worked a show
in the past, give it a try this year. We
need and want your participation!

How about fishing a Boat Tour-
nament this season? We on the Board
of Directors know that there are
many boats in our Boat Directory
that do not fish our tournaments.
We want you to fish with YOUR
Chapter and enjoy the Chapter
outings. That's what we’re all about.

If you have an idea to help im-
prove the Chapter, orhavesomething

to say concerning our meetings,.

outings, tournaments, or any other
Chapter functions, pick up your
Fishin’ Tales and look inside the
front page. There you’ll find a list

of officers and directors, along withl
their telephone numbers. We urge:

you to give any one of us a phone
call and pass along your ideas.

There will be many committees
formed to handle our various Chap-
ter functions. If you are interested
in your club, contact the Chairman
of one of these committees — he'll
be very happy to have your help on
_his committee.

Above all, promote your Chap- h

ter to others. Tell them what we
have to offer them, and what they
have to offer us. We can always use
new members to help us promote
and safeguard our fishery.

So, come on out and join in the
fun! Whether it's a meeting, a tour-
nament, a. picnic, or a show = we
want YOU to enjoy YOUR club,

Good fishing! Let's have a
Great New Year!!

— Terry McCaffrey

New “Prez” Steve Hamilton

NEW CHAPTER:
President Steve;
Hamilton with hisi
December river’
tournament
catch, These
AuSable steelhead
weighed in at;

10 tbs. 15 ozs.:
and 7 Ibs 20zs..
Congratulations!

l

<oURE THE S,
TAIWATER Fﬂ

ROD REPAIR

REEL REPAIR
& RECONDITIDNING & SERVICE

HONEY CUSTOM RODS
and REEL REPAIR

Mark & Bill Davis
_ 525-0273

8017 Farmington Rd.
Westland, M| 48185

CUSTOM STEELHEADERS
ACCESSORIES

o,
SN

[OIRg 7 L
PRSI L

FISHING HATS:

This 1s an Exclusive every Steel-
header must have! The cap is Royal
and Sky Blue with the Steelheaders
logo embroidered to the sky blue
front Great as gifts for your tamily
and Steelheader friends.

PRICE: $6.50 or Two for $12.00

Mich Res Add 4% Sales Tax.

Please make check or money
order payable to:

Custom Steeiheaders
Accessories

2387 Pine Tree Road
Hoilt, MI 48842

Shipping Charges ’
S50c per item, over
3 :tems ordered
| pay shipping.

Fiease send NO cash ur C O D urders

Also Available:
Buckles, Sweaters,
Placket Shirts
“Quantity Discounts”
Phone for more information

CALL
517/694-1819
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'Steelheaders’ come
in all sizes
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Salmon Fishermen alll ...
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... and the Ladies
also have
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New member has great timef?}

Last Christmas | joined the Steel-
headers. Prior to that time 1 didn’t even
know they existed. | did fish every -
spring for steelhead on the Little Mani- ;
stee, but had no idea of brown trout, !
lake trout and salmon in Michigan waters;
at least catchable by me.

Well, anyway, come springtime, | got
the itch to get a boat and gear up for lake"
trolling, having been prompted by either,
Gary Gray talking fishing with me or'
going fishing with him the previous fall.

| had one big setback and that was
a tiny budget on which to purchase a
boat and all accompanying equipment.

To make a long story short, | ended
up with a 15'6"" small fiberglass boat.
It was a sound vessel but then came
the problem of downriggers, etc. ‘

With the Port Austin tournament
a week away, my first mate Dave Kayko
and | went to work ““jerryrigging”’ two
downriggers out of old wagon wheels, 1’
dowel rod, 200’ of cable, borrowed can-
non balls and 59¢ pulleys. They worked
fine but due to engine problems, we were
unable to fish the deeper water and had
to settle for a skunk on our maiden
voyage. '

reels

My first mate and | decided not to

fish another tournament until we had| ‘

some fish in the box, so to speak. By |
the Ludington tournament we had caught
fish, gotten a C.B. radio, bought real
downriggers and two trolling reels. We
were ready!

Saturday, we did OK and we were |
pleased with our catch. But Sunday was:

another story. o
Just toward the end of the tournament,
BLAM, a rod went off and | took it. It

.was a big fish and it was just screamin’

when the rod next to me went off, Figur-
ing the fish had crossed the other plug, |
was mad, and grabbed the rod to throw’
to Dave so he could help retrieve the line.
But no sooner than | grabbed it, the rod’
(with fish on end of line) about pulled me
out of the boat. ““It’s a double,” | yelled,!
as Dave was there, already rippin’ thei
fish’s face off. ]

The end result was two fish in the box
totalling 51 pounds 6 ounces to help
place us 26th out of 32 boats. We were in!
ecstacy, needless to say.

So this year, with the addition of
quite a few new things such as rods and
FM radio, 2 more downriggers:

DNR HOTLINE

True sportsmen and other citizens concerned about fish and game
violations can do something about it says, the Department of Natural
Resources. If you can’t contact your local conservation officer about &=
a violation, call the DNR toll-free HOTLINE, 1-800-292-7800, day °
or night. if possible, try to provide a license number and description

of any vehicles involved, and any other pertinent information. You

do not have to give your name when calling. --

WHEN IN DETROIT WORLD'’S FINEST SELECTION

FIND OUT WHAT OF FISHING TACKLE.
SAVING REALLY

MEANS. NO ONE 0.8 :g: RSSAT
CAN BEAT OUR SUNDAY

EVERYDAY LOW-LOW
DISCOUNT PRICES.

“GONE FISHING”

TIM KARP AND Dave Kayko wuth thelr
50+ Ib. double at the Ludington tourney.
Dave’s the one not holding a fish !

and some remodeling, we're ready for the I
1982 season. i
See you at ALL the tournaments!
- Tim Karp

Dave Kayko
Blo-Chunx Fishing Team

CUSTOM
ROD BUILDING
SUPPLIES

at DISCOUNT prices

Lo d

Rods custom built
to your specifications

-

Blanks for all types of rods
5’to 13’

FENWICK ¢ LAMINAGLAS
BROWNING * SHAKESPEARE

IMPORTED BAMBOO BLANKS
Rod Building Supplies
by

VARMAC ¢ FEATHERWEIGHT
AAETNA ¢ FUJI ¢ GUDEBROD

Cork rings & grips
Rod & Reel Repairs

SEND FOR CATALOG

A&A
Reel Repair

21006 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods
Mich. 48236

JAL ADAMS

884.7388 |
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This July day was like a dream!

Not many things in life can give that!
gut feeling to a fisherman like cutting a
sliver of spray through Lake Michigan on;
a glassy, calm pre-dawn morning with the
faint, rosy glow that hangs over the shore-’
line and the darkness laying on the west-
ern horizon. '

We were running north this morning.
A few dim lights shone near the harbor
entrance to the south of us, and ahead,
no sign of any other boat was visible. An-
other five minutes of running and we were
up to Point Betsie lighthouse, which was
partially hidden by the shore fog which
sometimes collects along the beaches.

The flasher was signaling bottom at
105’ as we throttled the engine back to
idle. Rocking gently in our settling wake,’

the guage read 54° F, and down another
few cranks the needle showed 50° F at
85’. The distant hum of other boats mov-
ing up the lake droned on as my brother
Scott took the wheel and crewmate Rick
Pascoe and | rigged the weights and set
the lines down. We ran two lines deep for |
trout and two at the 54° level for salmon.

Rick wet the net in the lake for luck .

and almost got to sit down before the
deepest-set rod jumped up, fish oni Ten
minutes passed while the Iaker shook and
did its thing.  The Herbie weight had
bumped bottom just before the strike
came. By now, we were passing in closer
to the drop-off at 80’, and as the fish was
being brought to the net, the other deep'
line released with another laker on. The:
sun was breaking over the hills as we put-
these first fish in the box, and we were all

grins over our good start!

A couple of other boats were working
the area now so we kept moving north
along the drop-off, bouncing bottom
with the deepest weight on our turns in.
toward the structure. ;

The third fish came on the stacked re-
lease at 70’. A silver-sided bullet shot
above the lake surface 20’ behind the
boat. It was a beauty of a coho, shower-.
ing spray, doing its best to roll itself up in
the line. This was our first coho of the
season! It turned out to be a ten-pounder
with a belly full of alewife.

Things settled down for a while as we
found ourselves about % mile north of
the lighthouse. On the southern horizon,’
we could see a small fleet of boats moving:
over the steep structure near Point Betsie.|
The lake remained calm, with a haze|
hanging over the distant shoreline. Many'
dead and dying alewife were lying on the|

A CHROME-SIDED July ng comes aboard the ‘’Renegade”’. '

surface, the swirl and ripples of rollmg.
fish occasionally disturbing the smooth-'
ness of the water.

The tranquility of this scene was
broken as an outside rod popped and the
reel drag began to scream. About 100
vards astern a black fin and tail knifed’
through the surface. We knew it had to
be a King! As the salmon took more line,
Rick slowly maneuvered the boat to fol-
low the surging fish’s motions. Scott was
really having a good time fighting his ﬁrsti
King of the season.

| was about to crank up and clear the!
other salmon line when the deep rod:
jumped up again —we had our first:
double on! We got the laker to the net
long before the King was done. We could
see the J-Plug hanging on the line near
the surface while the salmon was still 20
to 30 yards further back. Twenty more
minutes were to pass before the King was
along side and ready for the net. One,
last tail flop, and we had a 27 pounder!
to put into the box as Catch Number
Five for the day.

By 10:00 a.m., as the sun rose higher,
we were still enjoying a calm, cloudiess
morning. We could see a couple of charter
boats moving up north toward us, all the
lines were back in the water, and we were
again passing in on the structure. Just as;
the deep line hit bottom at 8%, another!
laker hit. The combination of Yellow Pea-
nut and Schoolie was proving deadly this
morning.

We continued to circle in the area,
with the nearest boats a half mile or

more away. The graph was marking flsh
just off the bottom, and also at the 60’

70’ range. For the next couple of hours,
we did battle with five more lakers and
four more chrome-sided Kings. We pulled
lines at 2:00 p.m. with our fifteen fish
limit catch in the box, said our thanks to
the fish gods and headed back to port. 1

The rest of the fleet was a good 1%
miles south of us at the end. Our trolling
course took us almost into West Bay. The
lake stayed like glass the whole time, and
we had a nice, easy run to the pier.

As | look back on that July day, | re-
member it as the kind of fishing morning
one dreams about having, but never really
expects to ever experience. The memory
of it will stay with us for many years
to come!

— Mark Lattimore
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A Steelheader looks to his youth

It was hard for a thirteen-year-oid to
be sitting there in class that brisk, early

spring afternoon. | was more excited than,
usual because, this Friday, as soon as I,
got home, we were leaving to go steel-,

head fishing. For me it would be the first
time. My father and his buddy, Joe, had
relented, after pleading for a week,
to take me along.

Rushing home with nothing but fish-
ing on my mind, many thoughts kept
racing through my head. The stories |
had heard about these silvery spawning
fish were enough to make a young teen-
ager’s pace quicken. As | ran down that
last block, | saw they were packing the
last few things away in the trunk of the
car. | hurriedly changed, kissed everyone
goodbye and away we went.

We arrived at the dam site around
eleven o’clock. We got out in the crisp
night air and stretched our legs before
retiring. The clear skies, with millions of
twinkling stars, gave promise that the

morning was going to be perfect, just

perfect.

Four-thirty came all too duigkly.
tt seemed like | had just dozed off in
the back seat when my father was shaking
me, saying, *You can’t catch a steethead
by dreaming about it.” ‘

As | shook the cobwebs out,
what it was that had kept me awake by
crawling and scratching around the car
all night. “Nothing but a family of rac-
coons,” laughed Joe, as he flipped the
bacon over in the skillet, and turned
down the burner on the perking coffee
pot. While hurriedly eating my breakfast,
| listened to Joe and my dad tell of big
ones that got away in the past. “You
know, if you do manage to land a fish
that’s really doing something,” Joe said.
“Catching one or more steelhead in a
day is really something to brag about.”
They looked at each other with a faint
smile and a gleam in their eyes as if they

| asked -

were thinking of past battles won and lost
with these fish.

As | was hookmg up my wader sus-
penders and putting on my vest, my dad
came up and gave me a small flour
strainer.. *’Here’’, he said, “you're going
to need this.” The strainer had a short
cord tied to it that allowed it to be hung
around the neck. A few minutes later,
standing by the river’s edge, my dad
showed me how to scoop a strainer’
full of sand, mud, leaves and bits of

reeds from the river's bottom. Then,

like panning for gold, he slightly submer-
ged the sifter in the water and swirled it
around until all the sand, mud, etc. were
cleaned out. What was left was amazing!
There were little things crawling all:
around in the bottom of the strainer.:

They told me they were called hella-’

gramites, wigglers, leeches, even crayflshl
and even some critters they didn‘t know
the name of. All of these were putin a
small bottle that went into one of the
pockets of my vest.

Joe then handed me another bottle
of something that looked to be the size
of marbles. “Those are spawn bags,’
he explained. We used some of the eggs
out of a fish that we caught last year
and tied them into those
using your mom’s oid nylon stockings.
Sometimes steelhead will prefer them to
the things we just got out of the river. i
At the time it sure seemed strange to me.
that these fish would eat their own eggs.
What was next! .

Returnlng to the car Joe reopened thet
truck and got out a rod ‘and reel. It
looked to be about 7 feet long, longer
than any rod 1 had ever fished with.
The green colored reel had a cap on it
with a hole in the middle where the line'
came out. You couldn’t even see the line
inside. Very strange! | was having a hell
of a time trying to figure out how to use
it because the handle was on the wrong

D)

Designers and Consultants of
Injection Molds, Die Cast Dies, Special Machines, Jigs and Fixtures

\[ R-K DESIGN SERVICE, INC.

Robert D. Kring, President )

2790 Auburn Road — Box 4438 — Auburn Heights, Mick. 48057
Phone (313) 852-3847

little bags, .

side. Joe said, “Just take the handle and,
back it up.” Then he showed me how tol
pinch the line between my fingers and theI
rod. He said all there was to do then was]
to release the line with your finger as thef
rod comes forward. ‘Sounds simple
enough,”’ | said. |

Next, after stringing the rod, they gave’
me what looked to be about a size 8 gold
hook--it looked different from the perch
hooks | was used to because it had a very’
short shank to it. Tying the knot was al-:
most impossible, as numb fingers feebly
tried to do it the proper way. 1t had to be
done right, he explained. Then, after
showing how to attach just enough split,
shots above the hook to keep the bait
moving downstream, Joe proceeded to
demonstrate how to take the little plastic’
bobbers and attach them so they held
the split shot and hook just off the bot-
tom. ““Just so it won't hang up all the
time,”’ he said.

“ Are you ready to try it?” ‘asked Joe.
“| think so,” | replied. "“Well, let’s get
going then; it's starting to get light out,”
dad said.

It was decided Joe was going to go
downriver and my dad and 1 would start
out fishing the hole under the bridge
just downstream from the dam. As we
approached the hole, it was just light
enough to see my rod tip. Using a flash-
light, | dug out one of those things
called a wiggler. It took me three tries
before | got one of the little devils to
stay on the hook.

Now it was time to try my first cast..
| was so nervous and excited. It is impos-:
sible to describe my emotions. | just
knew | was going to tie into a monstrous
lunker that was lying at the bottom of
that hole.

My first cast landed behind me. The
second went straight up in the air and
came down on my head. The third shot
went ten feet up the opposite shore.
After putting on another wiggler, |
finally got the next cast to fand some-.
where in the water, but where was
impossible to tell. Through all this, my
dad, who was trying his best not to laugh,
offered all the encouragement and advice
he could. Now half an hour later with the
morning’s full light showing me where my
errant casts were landing, | was able to
flip the bobber into the upstream end of
the hole with a little better consistency.
My father had moved downriver about
fifty yards and ! could see him working a
pool with expertly placed casts. This only
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served to intensify my efforts.
changed to a spawn bag becasue | got
tired of replacing the assorted insects and
larvae | kept knocking off on the oppo-
site shore, or in the brush behind me.

| found out quickly that you had to
keep a sharp eye on the clear bobber as
it drifted down among the bubbles in
the river. What happened next is hard to
describe.
or 5th cast, with the spawn bag. | had
taken my eye off the clear bobber for a
second when almost at my feet a fish
catapuited out of the water with such a
thrashing, twisting velocity, its spray
splashed in my face. / was paralyzed!
What should | do? Is he on my line? My
God! But my line was limp in the water!

Conditioned by reflex, | raised my rod
tip. The line immediately straightened
out, racing in an upstream direction.
The rod was almost jerked out of my
hand. That fish came out of the water 3
more times. Each time, it seemed he was

———trying—to~ jump higher-than the--next.

| was terrified! | could hear my dad

velling something or another but all I

could do was to stand there holding on
for all | was worth, not daring to look in
his direction.

Damn, my line went slack! In the next
split second, 50 feet downstream,
“another” fish shot skyward and tail
danced across the water. At the same
instant, 'with the drag screaming, ‘my

'
slack line straightencd ocut in the direc-

tion the silver-sided fish had knifed

back into the water. Impossible! It can't ~’
Is that the same fish?
What was that my dad was shouting in.
my ear? Oh yes! “Reel in finel” OKLI
*“Hold

be, | thought.

Here goes--left-handed to boot.
the rod tip up,”” | heard him yell.

It must have been on my é4th

| had ~

go slack again. ‘‘He’s a real beauty,”
dad shouted. ““ Looks like he’'d go about
fifteen pounds.” “Don’t lose him; he’s
starting to tire out.”” In my mind, for a
fleeting moment, | imagined how the fish
was hooked with that small gold. barb.
Oh please don‘t pull out now. | could see
the fish as | worked him in towards
shore. Why was | sweating? Just keep him
coming. God! He is huge!

“*Dad,”’| said, ‘‘get ready with the net.”’
My father had positioned himself in the

water just downstream. As | continued i

to coax the fish toward me, he inched out
with the net held held in the water.

Just when | thought he was going to net

it turned and surged away once :
-more, almost pulling my rod tip into the
Gaining back the line again, | .

the fish,

water.
could see the silver sides of the fish as
he haif floundered on his side. The bob-
ber broke the surface of the water, and

now | could see the two split shot.
”Now Dad! Now Dad!”, | screamed. With
one deft movement of the net, the fish
I had
through the hoop and was lofted with
two hands into the air. *’We got him dad,

so often dreamed about slid

we got him!”. “No son, you got him! !

You beat him fair and square,” my dad
said smiling proudly.

| sat down, exhausted, with trembling
hands and admired the beauty and sleek-
ness of the fish as it flopped in the mesh
i of the net. Getting out a little hand scale,
' my dad hefted the fish up by the jaw.
, The pointer leveled out a little over 16
!

steelhead! I'll never forget it.

|

! Branch of the Au Gres. And, you know,
I I’'m still hooked on steelhead/ng/
]

e ~— Dennis Van Sickle
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Now the fish was headed back down-
stream, bull-dogging his way toward the
hole where my dad had been. | was in
hot pursuit, half stumbiing — half run-
ning, trying to keep up, all the while

reeling frantically for fear my line would
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NO. 4 CHARGER
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-
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S
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'%p}b y Dearborn, Ml
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pounds. What a fish! My fish! My first :

The year was 1955 on the old East
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Drifting down the river
pays off

As December 1981 ends, | also ended
my first year on the river with a Drift:
Boat. Rowing a boat downstream with
plugs out in front of it was something
| had witnessed, but had never tried.

In December of 1980, | ordered my
boat direct from the factory in Oregon, as
there were no dealers here in Michigan.
After waiting 8 weeks, my boat finally
came in, | immediately called Gary Gray,
as he had been fishing with drift boats for
the last 2 years and | needed his advice on
setting up my boat. | re-worked my
snowmobile trailer and secured a lot of
Hot Shots, and | was ready for my first
trip.

In March, as | had no idea what to
expect, | made arrangements with Gary
to assist me in my first voyage. Gary and
Bob Lindburg made this trip aimost side
by side with me and my crew of Bob
Kanas and Ed Yankoski i1l. The day
ended with my first steelhead coming on
the AuSable River in a hole called 3
pipes””. This fish weighed 121bs. 4 ozs.
and made me very happy to be a success
on my first trip.

Easter found me at the Tippy Dam.
My crew was two of my sons; Mike (11)
and Kevin (10). We launched at the dam

and were running plugs through Suicide -

Bend, when the outside rod went down.
Mike grabbed the rod, while Kevin
reeled in the other lines. About 20
minutes later a beautiful steelhead
lay on the surface next to the boat. |
was gently sliding the net under her when

3

she made her last move for freedom and
dove under the boat. Mike tried to
pull her back up when the 101b. test line
snapped. Well, that’s fishing. The trip
continued on with 7 more strikes, of
which we landed 4 fish, All weighed .
between 6 and 8 pounds. A great day for -
me on the sticks and for 2 excited boys.
The following Saturday, my crew of
Ed Yankoski |l and Brian Glaser were

1

back on the AuSable with the Metro-’

West Chapter River Clinic. | gave a talk
on Drift Boat fishing. After the clinic,
a tournament was held. This trip was
another really good one. We landed 4
fish from 5 to 8 pounds. | was now really
enjoying this new technique of hot-
shotting.

When fall arrived | was, as usual,
at the Tippy Dam. This trip from Tippy
to High Bridge netted me 1 steelhead,
2 small salmon, and a large king. Later in
September, | revisited the Au Sable for
a short trip from the Rea Road Bridge to
the Meadows. This time of year saimon-
snagging is in full force. The number of
people on the river made it extremely
hard to fish, but we did land 2 small
kings. ;

Thanksgiving, you will always find me’
at Tippy Dam. There is something about !
the Manistee that | really like. My crew:
was again my two boys (they won't stay,
out of the boat) and my brother-in-law,
Ron. |

Turkey Day weather started good..
We put in at the dam and h’ad our first’

LINCOLN 3-8821
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Drift Boat season
yields good results

steelhead in the boat in about 10 minutes .
We lost one at Suicide Bend and stopped
for a break at the Tonk Hole. We pushed
through the Tonk, picking up a 9lb.
steelhead. This was Ron's first steelhead
on the Manistee. Just as we started to
go back through the hole, it started to
storm. We pulied ashore to sit out the
rain, then started downstream again. We
fished through the Sawdust Hole and
picked up another 9 Ib. steelhead. We also
bailed out 3" of water. The rain started
again, so we just boogied on down to our
pickup at High Bridge.

The following day, Sherwood Ledger
of Weliston met Ron and me at the Rain-
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bow Bend where we parked his truck and
headed up to Bear Creek access. We put
in the boat and started fishing just down
from the landing. Within 10 minutes
we had a hit, We lost this fish to a log.
We continued downstream with 4 more
hits, landing 2 fish.

My last trip of the year was to the
St. Joe River in Berrien Springs. Gary
Gray was there with Dick Swan. Brian
was in the boat again that day. Mike
Curzenski and Ed |l were in Ed’s new 14’
walleye boat, trolling for steethead.
| had never fished the St. Joe before and
this would test my confidence in drift
boat fishing. Dick and Gary went first so
we could learn the river from them. We

" found a spot that looked good and ran 4

rods about 3/4 of the way through the
run where we hit a nice fish.
After a brief fight, Brian landed a

>
¥ B

KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK

91b. double striper for me. We continued
on downstream, watching from afar as
Dick and Gary landed 3 fish. We finished
lunch and started running plugs. About
halfway through the hole, we had ano-
ther hit. By the time | got the anchor in
the water, Brian had a 5ib. brown along-
side the boat. | landed the fish and all the
extra line it had collected. A very suc-
cessful day on a new river.

My first year in a drift boat, 1 landed a
total of 20 steelhead and 1 brown. | am
very pleased with my success of the last
year. With the confidence | have in this
type of fishing, | hope 1982 will be as
successful.

| would like to thank all those who
made these trips a success:

Brian, Bob, Ed and Mike; the experi-
enced team.

Gary Gray, for all the time ar.d know-
ledge he shared with me.

My two boys, Mike and Kevin, who

_ give me someone to yell at.
~—John Tymensky
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Want Ads:

FOR SALE — K-C Spoons, five (5) Big Jon
downriggers (electric drive), five {5) rod
holders, two (2) swivel bases, one {1)
Lowrance 1510B graph with transducer.
Selling at special Field Tester’s cost!!

Call Jerry Lee: 421-8559 or 643-9290 (work)

FOR SALE — Aquascope 75 graph, new in box,
with mounts and transducer. $195.00.
Call: 963-3328

FOR SALE — 1977 Sea Ray 24° SDB 240
Sedan Bridge, 233 Merc., dual controls,
power steering, VHF radio, tape deck,
dual batteries, digital depth sounder,-OB
motor bracket, trim tabs, low hours, many
other options, Best offer.

Call Paul: 979-2078

FOR SALE — Danforth anchors, 1 large, 4
medium, several smaii.
' Cail Tony: 881-4939

FOR SALE — 11 |b. 'Herbie'-type weights,
$10.00 each. 8 Ib. Cannonbail weights,
$8.00 each, or 2 for $15.00.

Call Terry: 729-1889

FOR SALE — 1972 Kayo Dodge motorhome,
low mileage, good tires, air, generator, real
ciean. Asking $5500.00.

Call Tony: 881-4939

FOR SALE — Four Walker electric downrig-
gers, like new, with all accessories. With
warranty and in original cartons. Cheap.

Call John: 373-2234

r—ﬂ-_--—-—————————-————1
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(313) 794-9611

Great Lakes
Fiberglas Ind.
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1982 MEETING SCHEDULE
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
AMERICAN LEGION HALL

{See map below)
Feb. 23, 1982
March 30, 1982
April 27,1982

Visitors welcome — bring a friend!
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CLARENCE SANDERS

1 Agent
BUILDERS OF i M.S.S.F.A. Member
CHEROKEE BOATS
) l Representing
sssevcses ' FARMERS
R. (DICK) STEHLE 9655’ KRETZ ST. = ,qigm':':’:;_g_
President P.0.BOX 355 l - -
- ALGONAC, M1 48001 Auto, Life, Fire 24001 Southfield Rd.
| Commercial Suite 111
“MSSFA MEMBER” = Homeowner Southfield, MI 48075
_,_ I L.U.T.C. graduate PHONE: 552-9222
Patches & Decals Membership Application
SI1ZE ITEM PRICE aty | cosT Mem bership includes:
Free line for two reels, Steelheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,
E‘N\‘ 5" 8-color Chapter MSSFA Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal,
N ARM PATCH 4.00 ea. Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,
Membership Cards & Other Benefits.
3" x4"  WINDOW DECAL .25 ea. " Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s Assn.
11" x 14 BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. and Detroit Chapter dues .. ... Annual — $25.00
o NAME { ]
CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. pre)
8” X 11" BACK PATCH 2.00 ea. ADDRESS
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MAILING -50 ThiZ STATE 7P
PAYABLE TO DETROIT AREA CHAPTER TOTAL Complete form and send with check or money order
MAIL TO: payabie to:
DETROIT A
35;::22” AREA CHAPTER A . DSSEA REA CHAPTER
P. O. Box 4325 Chapter Fund Raiser P. O. Box 4325 THANK YOU!
Auburn Heights, Ml 48057 Thank You . .. Auburn Heights, Ml 48057
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