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appreciate the Great Lakes, Riversand § = -

Tuesday Nights — at
Vladimir’'s Restaurant
Grand River, W. of 8 Mile Road

Chapter Spring Show
(Fraser High School)

Outdoorama
(State Fairgrounds)

Boat Show
(Cobo Hall)

Annual Chapter Raffle

elected Chapter
president, shows he
can catch fish in the
rivers as well as on
the lakes trolling!
These four steelhead
were caught on single
eggs and 2 |b.

test line.

COMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

January 29
February 26
March 25

March 1
Jan. 25-Feb. 3
Feb.2-Feb. 10

April 29

RIVER TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Date Place/Opponent
January 26 AuSable River
Detroit vs. AuSable
April 5 AuSabie River

Detroit vs. AuSable vs. Saginaw

Contact
John Tymensky
532-1687

To be announced

do not have to give your name when calling.

'DNR HOTLINE

True sportsmen and other citizens concerned about fish and game
violations can do something about it says, the Department of Natural $
Resources. If you can’t contact your local conservation officer about @,
a violation, call the DNR toll-free HOTLINE, 1-800-292-7800, day
or night. If possible, try to provide a license number and description |
of any vehicles involved, and any other pertinent information. You &%)
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CALL FOR MEMBER PARTICIPATION
1980 Annual Raffle features multiple
prizes, awards for top ticket sellers

Don’t forget, our 5th Annual Raffle is now under way. The tickets are
$.50 each, or 3 for $1.00, and the drawing will take place at the April
membership meeting on April 29. Tickets have been mailed to each mem-
ber, and if for some reason we missed you, or you wish more raffle tickets,
call or write: Terry McCaffrey, 1433 Selma, Westland, MI, 729-1889, or
see me at the membership meetings. The Chapter is counting on all mem-
bers to do their part to make this important event a success.

7 The 1980 Rafﬂe wull be a multlple prlze rafﬂe somethmg new fora

twinter freeze

. The 1980 Detroit Boat Show

Y will be held at Cobo Hall}
g from February 2 through Feb- §
3 ruary 10.

F|rst Prize A “Tailored for You” Flshmg Trip for two worth
$2,000, or $2,000 in cash;

Second Prize A 1-day river fishing trip for two with Dick Swan;
Third Prize A 1-day Lake Michigan charter aboard ‘' Finlander’’;
Fourth Prize  $100 worth of fishing tackle — your choice;

Fifth Prize — 12" Eagle Claw rod/Shakespeare 1810 reel.
Tenth Prize

Volunteers will be needed to sell raffle tickets and man the booth at
the various shows in which the Detroit Area Chapter will be participating.
If you have never worked a show before, | urge you to do so. Your help
is needed and will be greatly appreciated.

This is our one big fund-raiser for the year, so please help sell these
tickets! We depend on our members for the largest part of our ticket sales,
and in the past you have done a “SUPER " job. | am certain that 1980 will
be no exception!

Again this year, we will have prizes for the Top Five Ticket Sellers.

Remember, let’s sell those tickets. You may be a winner!

Terry McCaffrey
Chairman, Annual Raffle

’That s real ‘California Dreammg" |

BRIAN AND STEVEN CARROLL, grandsons of Chapter member Ken Flscher traveled
from San Diego, California to Manistee to fish with Grandpa. As you can see, the results
were excellent, with two very happy boys!

I the show and members are }
I needed to help man the booths. §

You will get a chance to talk §
a lot of fishing with the many

¥ people who will be stopping
I by the booth, and you'll also

have a chance to sell raffle
tickets. As at the 1979 show,
all workers will receive a free
ticket at the show’s entrance.

There will only be one
chance to sign up, at the
January membership meeting.

® Make it a point to sign up early, §
 as the best times and days are
§ filled quickly. The schedule for

the show is as follows:

Saturdays: Noon-5 p.m.
5p.m.-10 p.m.
Sundays: Noon-5 p.m.
5p.m.-9 p.m.
Weekdays: 4 p.m.-10 p.m.

If you are unable to sign up
at the meeting, please contact

R Gary Gray, 846-6482.

See you there for a few hours

of summer fun in the dead of §

winter!
Steve Hamilton
Boat Show Chairman
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ALL'SWELL THAT ENDS WELL/

A Foggy Day e The Perils of Mark and Duane

Ever have one of those days on the
lake when everything seems to go wrong?

Well, | know | have, and the fewer and
farther apart those days occur, the
better,

This past August, | experienced a
morning that started out about as lousy
as any | can remember. A fishing friend

and | were at Frankfort with my boat,, .

We had already spent the first day
on shore watching the waves crash
over the breakwalls, The second day
dawned with overcast skies, flat lake
conditions and a shredded, flat boat
trailer tire.

About an hour later, we had the tire
replaced with a spare. Next, we launched
the boat and were on our way through
Betsie Lake.

We got our first dim view of Lake
Michigan as we passed the Coast Guard
station. A heavy fog had rolled in, cutting
visibility down to a couple of hundred
feet. Once we passed the lighthouse on
the north breakwall, the fog completely
enclosed us.

In 30 feet of water just north of the
breakwall, we shut down and prepared
to take a water temperature reading. |
hooked up the temperature probe to the
starboard side downrigger and proceeded
to lower the Herbie weight. From the
surface down to 20 feet we had 54° F.
| continued to lower the probe to the
bottom (30 ft.). Down there it was
50°-52° F,

Now the fun began. When | started
cranking up the weight, | got that sick
feeling of cable coming up with no
weight. The temperature probe was still
connected to the Herbie, which was
resting on the bottom. Ever so carefuily,
| hand-over-handed the temperature
probe wire up off the bottom, Herbie
intact. | managed to get the whole mess
in the boat!

The downrigger cable had managed
to kink up enough to snap off several
of the strands which were holding the
Herbie weight. The slack resulting from
hitting the bottom, and the sudden pull
upward, was all it took to part the few
remaining strands. Well anyway, at least
we had the temperature readings. The
Kings ought to be in the top 20 feet.

| figured we might as well fish while |
repaired the broken cable. So out went
a chrome J-Plug, 70 poles back. | hooked
up another Herbie to the cable of the

' a i 3
CREWMAN DUANE AND TROPHY BROWN with Frankfort piers in the background.

port side downrigger and was about to
swing it over, when THIS cable snapped
and the Herbie hit the deck. Now |
had two cables to mend!

The- rod with the J-Plug was still out,
and was placed in an outrigger rod holder
(highline). As the cable repairs were going
to take some time, | put out another
J-Plug and hooked it up on the rear
downrigger without mishap. Now | could
get to work on the damaged cables.

About five minutes later, my helms-
man Duane, who had been staring holes
in the fog, turned around long enough
to yell ““Fish On!"’ | looked up from the
kinked wire. The highline rod was bent
in a dancing ‘C’ and the reel started
to sing. The fish was on the surface, but
out of our sight due to the fog!

| grabbed the rod just before it depart-
ed from its holder, and after 15 minutes,
| managed to pump the fish close enough
to the boat to have a good look. It was
a nice-sized King, maybe 22-23 pounds.

Duane jumped to the stern with the
net and scooped the fish aboard. He was
still lifting it over the ‘gunnel’ when the

other rod in back popped with a strike.
Things were definitely starting to look
better. We landed a second King 25
minutes later.

By now, we were about % mile north
of the piers in 35 feet of water, and had
passed only one other boat. Once we
got near the breakwalls again, a few
more boats were seen and we found
more fish.

By this time, the four downriggers
were functioning properly. We were
running J-Plugs staggered from 7 feet
down to 30 feet, taking fish on all four.

From 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. |
don’t think we were able to get all four
lines in the water at the same time
because of the strikes. We took seven
Kings (weighing up to 29 Ibs.}, one coho,
one laker, one brown trout, and two
Steelhead, both of which we reieased.

The fog stayed with us and seemed
to keep the fish active. And the bad luck
we started the day with vanished when
we landed that first King.

— Mark Lattimore
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“"THE BAIT BOX™
Why | fish
for Steelhead

The tightening arc of the line on
a downstream drift. The sudden
jolt of electricity in your amm,
transmitted instantly to your brain.

The sudden self-same action of
yelling “Fish On!” and setting
the hook. The silver flash and surge |

Yes, this is Steelheading, but |
don‘t believe for a minute that
this is all there is to fishing.

After a few years of Steelheading,
you advance to a much higher
plateau. | have developed a deep
respect for what | consider the
greatest game fish in the world.

Fighting the fish with all the
technique you can muster is part
of it. The simple joy of releasing
it to fight another day . . . that is
also a great feeling. The respect,
the /ove you develop for your
favorite river is also part of the
rapport. The joy of finding your
technique for river Steelheading
and constantly improving on it . ..
yes, that also adds to the feeling
of zest.

For me, the greatest joy has been
the sense of camaraderie | have
enjoyed with my fishing pals, many
of whom | have been able to teach
and guide to their first steelhead.
This has been my ulitmate trip. The
look of joy on a sixteen year old
boy’s face after hooking and land-

STEELHEAD, BROWN AND Steelhead taken at Au Sable River on Pearl Blush Corkies.

INDIAN FISHING RIGHTS...

ing his first steelhead . . . that's SNAGGING . . .
what puts it all together for me. ANTI-KILL ...
Showing a friend a new fishing POLLUTION OF QUR
hole and seeing him land not only NATURAL RESQURCES . ..

his first steethead, but having him
win a tourney — ah! That's satis-
faction!

Alot of issues. .. alot of problems.

And, lest | forget, the MSSFA — What can you do as Sportsmen against such complex problems?
the greatest fishing organization in One of the most important things you as a Sportsman can do is
the world— which gave me the continue to be ““Sportsmen’’. Respect the wildlife and natural
opportunity to develop myself, the resources and most important educate. Educate as many young
vehicle to teach my methods, and people to properly use, not abuse. Respect not destroy all that
the chance to meet so many great ishere. ...

eople. Yep, that's why / fish for ] ? i
gteell)head p Yy ALLIANCE UNDERWRITERS Paul Irvine, Alliance Underwriters

Specializing in Boat Insurance
— Tom Schneider 1700 N. Woodward Ave., Bloomfield Hills, Mt 645-1300
SOCOOOOIDCOOIOTOOOTODOS”
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Detroit Ghapter triumphs over Saginaw

The November tournament on the Manistee River proved to be good practice for us. On December 8, 1979,
twenty - four members of the Detroit Area Chapter took on the Saginaw Chapter at the Manistee. This confronta-
tion was the fourth annual tournament between the two chapters. Saginaw had won the previous three tourna-
ments hands down, but this one proved to be different.

The day started with cold temperatures and snow. Eventually the sun came out to make the day more
comfortable. The fishing was good, as most of the fishermen reported the hooking of fish. The fish came from
all parts of the river: above the coffer, either by wading or from a boat; the tonk — or sawdust; rainbow run holes;
the drift boats making their way down to High Bridge.

The weigh-in took place at the Wellston Inn. Saginaw set up the scales while Detroit members stood in

 hnetow —“thetr catch. At 5:30 pm;-

for Saginaw came to 52 Ibs., 8 ozs.

After another great dinner at the Wellston Inn, the traveling trophy was presented to the Detroit Area
Chapter. John Wesley, Saginaw’s Tournament Chairman, presented three prizes for the largest fish caught. The
winners were as follows:

Marty Schneider Saginaw 12 pounds, 7 ounces
Ed Yankoski il Detroit 9 pounds, 12 ounces
Jerry Lee Detroit 9 pounds

The gifts for the tourney were donated by Bob Kausabob from Fisherman’s Headquarters in Wellston.
Individual honors for Detroit for the five largest Steelhead and the largest King are listed below:

First Place Ed Yankoski Il 9 pounds, 12 ounces

Second Place Jerry Lee 9 pounds

Third Place Brian Glaser 8 pounds, 5 ounces

Fourth Place Scott Glaser 8 pounds, 2 ounces

Fifth Place Lance Hinatsu 7 pounds, 13 ounces
Largest King Salmon Gary Gray 17 pounds, 12 ounces

After all the presentations were over, the remaining men worked on the beer, supplied courtesy of the
Saginaw Chapter. In closing this successful tournament, George ‘‘Buddha’’ Riedel stated, ‘' This organization is
supposed to teach and Saginaw has taught Detroit for three years how to fish the Manistee.”’

JERRY LEE, ED YANKOSKI I, SCOTT GLASER, and Brian Glaser with
part of catch which won inter-Chapter tourney for Detroit Area Chapter.

BEAUTIFUL 17% POUND KING taken during Saginaw vs. Detroit Chapter |
Tournament,
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Manistee Tournament Results

December 8, 1979

Total fish weighed in by the Detroit Area Chapter:

Ed Yankoski Il All Steelhead 9 pounds, 12 ounces
7 pounds, 8 ounces
7 pounds, 2 ounces
5 pounds, 14 ounces
4 pounds, 14 ounces

Jerry Lee All Steelthead 9 pounds
e Tpounds, - 8ounces
Brian Glaser All Steelhead 8 pounds, 5 ounces

8 pounds, 3 ounces
7 pounds, 4 ounces

7 pounds
Scott Glaser Steelhead 8 pounds, 2 ounces
Lance Hinatsu All Steelhead 7 pounds, 13 ounces
7 pounds, 8 ounces
Buck Ryder Steelhead 6 pounds, 9 ounces
Gary Gray Chinook 17 pounds, 12 ounces
Bob Kanas Brown 1 pound, 14 ounces

Total of all Fish 118 pounds, 6 ounces

Two fish rule for all Steelhead put Chapter total for tourney at 80 pounds, 4 ounces

BRAGGING AGAIN, eh Ed!!

ED YANKOSKI 11 AND BRIAN GLASER oh'nver above Coffer Dam.
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THIS IS THE SPOT FOR EARLY LAKERS!

Greenbush offers outstanding Spring trout fishery

For the past five years, owing to a
generous yearly planting by the DNR,
a fabulous early spring lake trout fishery
has developed in Greenbush, Michigan.
Greenbush is located on the shores
of Lake Huron between Oscoda and
Harrisville.

Although limit catches were not un-

fffff ~—commorn there-the last couple-of years; -

very few fishermen had taken advantage
of this bonanza. It took an article in
Fishin’ Tales by a fellow Steelheader to
get this fishery off the ground.

Where in past years you might have
seen a handful of boats, this past spring
there must have been twenty - five to thirty
boats working the shallows between the
bluffs and Timberlake’s Restaurant. These
new fishermen helped improve the catches
for everyone in two ways.

Number one, with more lines in the
water and everybody trying their own
techniques, the best methods were quick-
ly discovered. The successful ones were
very willing to help others improve their
catches. Secondly, | noticed a spirit of
competition developing to see who could
boat the most, or the biggest fish. This
made everyone try harder.

The largest laker I've boated here
to date tipped the scales at 11% pounds.
| have heard reports of 13 and 14 pound-
ers being taken, but | did not personally
see them. To spice things up, occasional
browns and steelhead are also taken. l've
seen a 6 pound brown and a 12 pound
steelhead from this spring fishery. Most
of the lakers last spring were in the 6 to
10 pound range, and they should average

DAVID GEISTLER

CUSTOM
STEELHEADERS
ACCESSORIES

A

BELTS e BUCKLES  HATS
PENDANTS

o

2387 Pinetree Road
Holt, Michigan 48842

(517) 694-1819

EfiiEErEEE

CRAIG MICHAELS, RAY PRAGER AND TOM NESBITT (l. to r.) pictured with a
representative early season catch from waters off Greenbush.

a little larger this year.

Historically, the fishing got started in
late March, right after ice-out. Last spring,
however, due to the late thaw, and some
pretty unsettled weather coming into
spring, the fishing was a little spotty until
after the middle of April.

What makes this fishery exciting is
that you don’t have to travel thousands
of miles. Greenbush is less than a four
hour drive from the Detroit area. And
you don’t need a lot of expensive equip-
ment to take these fish.

A small cartopper or other light
boat with a 2% to 10 horsepower kicker
is all you need to go after them. In fact,
my kids have taken many lakers (and a
few steelhead, too) by trolling a Cleo
or similar bait while rowing our little
twelve footer. No downriggers or other
expensive tackle is required, either. Your
favorite bass rod can do the job.

The water fished is very shallow, 3 to
10 feet, and quite clear. The bottom is
almost all sand with the exception of a
couple of small rocky reefs. A trolling
motor will definitely spook the fish in
this kind of water. Running the lures
back at least 100 feet and trolling a zig-
zag course is a must. Or you can use

planing boards to get your lures away
from the boat.

I must say a word here about lines.
Light lines, 4 to 8 Ib. test, have consistently
taken the most fish. Many of the fisher-
men that {'ve talked to believe that heavier
lines spook the fish in the shallow, clear
water. | have a different theory on this.

For some reason, the spring lakers
seem to prefer smaller lures. | feel that
with lighter lines, you get better action
out of these smaller lures, and, as a result,
catch more fish. Whatever the reason, the
lighter the line the more strikes you will
get. With all the water out there, and no
snags, you have plenty of opportunity to
land your fish.

From my experience, and that of a
number of people l've talked to, the
most productive lure last spring was
the Rapala. The sinking model, sizes
9 to 11 in silver/black and white/blue
were most effective. Other common
trolling lures, such as small Ping-A-T's,
Flatfish, Fireplugs, Northport Nailers,
Cleos and Clatter Tads put their share
of fish on the stringer, too.

Running the lures clean was more
effective than with attractors. As with

Continued on page nine /. . .
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GREENBUSH AREA HAS ACCOMMODATIONS AND MORE

Small boats work well for this top-water action

/... Continued from page eight
any fishing, best colors varied from day
to day and even hour to hour. If the
action.is slow, don’t be afraid to experi-
ment. Change colors and lures until you
find something that works.

If you would like to sample this type
of fishing and do not have a boat, get
acquainted with other members at the

mviitation—from—an—expern d-member—- - - - S

to make a trip up there.

Charter boats are available out of
Oscoda and Harrisville. They furnish
all equipment and tackle, and most of
all, they have the expertise to put you
onto fish. They may be contacted through
the local Chamber of Commerce. Also,
many are listed in Michigan’s ‘’'Charter
Boat and Inland Guides " directory.

So, when cabin fever sets in this winter,
call your fishing buddy and start making
plans to take advantage of some real
fine fishing. Good accommodations are
available right where the hottest fishing
action occurs,

Good fishing!

~— Al Pawloski YOU'D BE HAPPY, TOO, WITH a catch as nice as this early spring stringer.

e
- Little Bill's Trophies

Custom Engraving

| ——

Trophy Suppliers to these Chapters:

A

L
L ASPEC

5= TO ALL STEELHEADERS

Redford, Ml 48240 ]
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"CHEAP
SHOTS”

BOB —
THAT'S not a skipper! But, | guess everybody
gets lucky once in a while!!

NEW U.S. RECORD
57% LB. LAKE TROUT
CAUGHT ON A

NO. 4 CHARGER

n
iR

LAKE PRODUCTS CO.
P.O. Box 116
Utica, M1 48087

BUZZ —

The Michigan tuke, when worn by a fisherman
who never lies, will shed water. When worn by those
who do lie about their fish, the tuke lets the wearer
become quite wet !

— CORKY MAN

TOM RUPLE —

Is dictation the same as dedication? In observing
your actions on the Manistee Pier heads, we couldn’t
understand if walking off the end of the Pier heads
while fighting a “MEAN"’ lake trout is indeed real
dictation or dedication ? All we know is that Dick

Swan never got wet fighting a lake trout!!!
Sincerely, your assistants
JERRY LEE
BUCK RYDER

OGP0 0090009000

“CHEAP SHOTS’ has been started to help aid in the
cost of Fishin’ Tales, published by the Detroit Area
Chapter. If you have a “CHEAP SHOT, " or a one or
two liner you would like published in next month’s is-
sue, please contact Gary Gray, Editor, by mail or phone.
“CHEAP SHOTS” are $2.00, regardless of size. Your
support is greatly needed to continue this column.

Thank You!
Gary Gray, Editor

STARCRAFT JOHNSON
BOATS MOTORS
23520 WOODWARD _ZA\ E-Z LOADER
FERNDALE TRAILERS

“L 542-4851 10% Off to all Steelheaders

& =)
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DETROIT AREA CHAPTER SETS THE PACE!

Steelheaders’ Spring Show is March L

Show features seminars,

clinics and more

The biggest and best of the MSSFA Spring Shows
will be held March 1 in Fraser at Fraser High School
when the Detroit Area Chapter tells it all at its seminar.

River fishing and trolling, surf and pier fishing will

“be covered completely with dozens of ¢linics: Whereto ]
- fish-and- when; the newest lures, tackle-and-equipment;

table after table full of displays; a completely outfitted
boat; and the opportunity to purchase the best at
very reasonable prices.

Admission is FREE, so make your plans to be
there. The site for this year’s Show is at Fraser High
School, 34270 Garfield, Fraser, MI.
12:00 noon — 7:00 p.m.

Around the state, other Chapters have incorpo-
rated the clinic and seminar concept to add an educa-
tional aspect that has greatly increased interest and
attendance. This specialized teaching approach was
pioneered by the Detroit Area Chapter in 1976, and
proved so successful that all chapters were encouraged
to use similar formats for their shows.

Each year there seems to be more and better equip-
ment demonstrated at the Show. People who attend
the Spring Show will have a large selection of tackle,
lures and equipment to browse over and will be able to
make purchases at bargain prices.

The vendor booths should be better stocked than
ever before with the newest, and the most popular
lures and tackle at better prices than can usually be
found at retail. Also, there will be a raffle drawing

Metropolitan Pkwy. .6 ©
(16 Mi. Rd.) © &g
o e
% s <
=
e 2 G
15 Mi. Rd. O ¥
_ FRASER
i ) HIGH
e SCHOOL
g
.§
a
c
S -
<113 Mi. Rd
E
=
c
: 3
Show times: £
“1 12 Mi.

How to get to the Spring Show

FRASER HIGH SCHOOL
34270 Garfield Rd.
Fraser

about every 15 minutes during the Show for a mini-
mum of $25.00 worth of lures and tackle. One mini-
raffle ticket is good for all the 15 minute raffles, as
the ticket stays in the hopper throughout the Show.

The Detroit Area Chapter Spring Show promises to
be the best one so far! Make your plans right now
to get in on the fun. See you there!!

Useful information:
Red

Orange
Yellow

ideal temperatures,
best colors, etc. S

Purple

Ultra Violet
TEMPERATURE PREFERENCE OF

THE COMMON FRESH WATER FISH

APPROXIMATE COLOR VISIBILITY

(clear water — maximum light)

110 feet
180 feet

<orRETHES
TOWATER PO

BLUE HORIZON
COURT

15 feet
45 feet
85 feet

45 feet
45 feet

Laboratory research evidence indicates

AND fish prefer the warm colors (red, orange,
THEIR ACTIVE FEEDING RANGE yellow) when they can see those colors.
PEAK ACTIVE

SPECIES FEEDING RANGE LIGHT INTENSITY CONSIDERATIONS
Brook Trout 58 F 48-64 F . X i X .
Rainbow Trout 60F 50-65 F Maximum light intensity penetration--
Brown Trout 60F 50-65 F mid-day sun. Early and late sun’s rays
Lake Trout 51F 44-53F  (at 30° angle or less) are all reflected
Coho Salmon 54 F 44.58 F . H h rf
Chinook Saimon 54 F 44 .58 F rsa.ys uff.ﬁl:;:'ss WG C Oppyl su I?C:.
Whitefish 52 F 44-63 F Since fish are more active in low light
Smelt 50 F 43-65F intensity, early a.m., late p.m. and cloudy
Alewife 54 F 48-72F days are the best times to fish.

Fish Cleaning
Station
Fish Freezer

Boat Dockage
Available
In Area

(517) 739-8487

10% Discount To All
Steelheaders

SR I A I S Y S S Y oS o S

5 - Oscoda

{at mouth of AuSable River)
Y

\

N

)
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New Product Report

Model #777R

LA . e

Plano Molding Company, Plano, lllinois, has announced that a new spinner
bait rack bottom drawer has been added to their former 777 model. The
new drawer contains a set of 6 racks that are notched to hold up to 15
spinner baits each, for a possible total capacity of 90. When use of spinner
baits or other hard baits is desired, simply remove the drawer from the
bottom one, and the racks form a custom-fit unit in the bottom drawer.

* SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERSe

NoRoNeoEcRNOERONONORNONIEONORS . "N
a8 MIKE OOSTMEYER
& Res: 313/399-3581

Woods & Waters

Copy deadline for the
February issue of FISHIN" TALES
is February 4, 1980

= SPECIAL = \. J
Columbia Steelheader’s gy —
Vest 1980 MEETING SCHEDULE
$25.00 Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Viadimir’s Restaurant
XXL - XXXL $26.00 January 29, 1980

® 10% over cost to all MSSFA members o February 26, 1980

1551 East Pjerson Rd. [ March 25, 1980
Flushing, Mich. 48433 s VISITORS WELCOME
313/659-6380 ¢ BRING A FRIEND

The novice mate:
what you should know

So you‘ve been invited on a Detroit
Area Chapter boat as a “novice mate.”
You panic! You ask yourself what is
a mate and what is expected of him.

Definition of a “mate’: a mate is
part longshoreman, part bartender, part
cat, and most definitely part crazy!

When the skipper says ““Be at the

4 Oscoda launch at 6:00 a.m.” he means -

than to be sitting there at the launch
at half past six when the sun is up and
the rest of the fleet is long gone.

Proper clothing is an important item
that’s often overlooked. Wear jeans or
shorts, depending on the weather. Bring
a cold-weather jacket, rain gear, hat and
sun glasses (polarized type helps). An-
other thing that's very important: wear
non-scuffing shoes, i.e., deck or tennis
shoes. Don‘t bring so much gear that
it fills up the cuddy.

Don’t leave the beer at home because
you can’t buy it anywhere at 6:00 a.m. !

Helping launch the boat is the next
step. Don’t “’B. S.”" with the guy on the
next dock. The skipper can’t see when
he’s backing down the ramp. He needs
your help. No fish stories. When the
boat is in the water, help tie it off.

Now comes one of the most important
jobs, holding the boat off the dock. Next
to farmering a fish, nothing will upset
the skipper more than to see fresh gouges
in his heavily -mortgaged boat.

When leaving the dock, you must
remain on the dock to cast off lines and
push the boat away while the captain
backs her out of the slip. Now is the
time when you must be part cat. With-
out falling in the drink or sinking the
boat, you must leap gracefully aboard
as she leaves the slip. Reverse the pro-
cedure when coming into port.

Stowing the lines and gear is the
next step. If you don’t know where
it goes, ask !

Now for the crazy part. Since we are
fishermen, this sometimes means fishing
rough water, If your stomach is weak,
bring along motion sickness pills. Feeding
the fish is no fun!

When rigging lines and using down-
riggers that aren’t familiar to you, again
be sure to ask! Remember, it's the
skipper’s bankroll, not yours!

One final point (and very important):
Carry your weight, not only with the
work, but also with the expenses.

Welcome aboard!

pre. 3



January 1980

FISHIN® TALES

Page Fifteen

INTEREST DOWN, BUT NEED IS GROWING

Research Trips Ilkely to change in 1980

The Detroit Area Chapter had
four Research Trips last year, three
of which were plagued by bad
weather.

Here is a summary of each of
the trips.

T This was & combined - rwgrﬁamrf—"_

boat Trip which was squeezed in
between 20 foot waves on Friday
and the big spring ice storm on
Sunday. The river group at Croton
Dam was led by Brian Glaser. Due
to the river being high and dirty,
there were no fish taken. The
boat group consisted of three
boats. A single 9 pound Steelhead
was taken, with the fish quite
scattered by the bad weather,

PORT SANILAC — APRIL 28

A windy, snowy day with build-
ing waves greeted the eight boats
which took part. The fleet managed
to weigh in 22 Kings, 5 coho,
2 lakers, and 1 brown trout, total-
ing over 178 pounds in all. Port
Sanilac has proven itself as a good
port for a tournament in the near
future.

PORT HOPE — JULY 21

This was the only Research
Trip blessed with good weather.
Six boats landed a total of 7
fakers. With proper stocking pro-
grams by the DNR, this could be
an excellent port all summer.

ELBERTA/
FRANKFORT — OCT. 13

The surf was really up here!
Right up to 8 to 10 foot waves.
Only a few fellows showed up, and
the fish were not to be found. My
thanks to George Ishamuru for
his scouting efforts.

CONCLUSIONS:
Though the bad weather may
have been the cause for the poor

turnouts, the concept of Research
Trips may be outdated.

SUNDAY FISHING AT PORT SANILAC yielded this nice catch to (. to r.) Tom Hill,
Steve Hamilton and Brian Glaser. The assortment of fish includes a 7% pound brown,

a 6% pound King and a 4 pound Steelhead.

When our Chapter was first form-
ed, there was only one other chap-
ter in the state.

Since that time, interest has
grown and so has the organization,
with chapters being formed all over
the state.

The main principle remains the
same, and that is to find good fish-
ing areas based in ports that are
under-fished at different times of
the year. An example is Port San-
itac: good to excellent in the spring
but what about in July?

These outings are to find the fish
and how to fish for them. Many
fishermen pick a certain port and
continue to fish it unless there is
a tournament somewhere else. it
is these fishermen who will owe
thanks to the few who have spent

their time researching new areas
to be fished, when they, too, could
have been fishing at a favorite port
of their own on those Research
weekends.

And, believe me, the time is
nearer than you might think when,
with the gasoline situation being
what it is, you'll find yourself
looking for a port to fish closer
to home.

The year of 1980 will probably
bring some changes to the Re-
search Committee. There will prob-
ably be outings led by individual
members and Directors to nearby
ports of interest. Let your Directors
hear any ideas you may have!

Steve Hamilton
Research Committee Chairman
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TWO-TIME “SKIPPER OF THE YEAR” TELLS HOW

Jerry Lee reveals

After winning the "Skipper of the
Year'' Award for the second consecutive
year, | asked myself, “To what do |
owe my success?’’

| looked back at the 1978 fishing
season and started comparing my notes
and wondered what | may have done
differently in 1979 to become more
successful, becatise, to me, 1979 was

d-like to try to-tel- -

secrets of success, thanks crews

the early morning, I'll run short leads.
As the sun intensifies, it may become
necessary to lengthen your leads. Also,
| have found it necessary at times to
drop the downriggers to greater depths.
Don‘t make the mistake of keeping your
downriggers at the same depths just be-
cause you have been producing fish there

before you do, try changing your trolling
speed, or try snaking your trolling pat-
tern. This will sometimes be the only
change you'll need.

IMPORTANCE OF SPEED

I've mentioned speed several times in
this article. That's because | consider

TIPS FOR A COLD SUMMER

First of all, spring came very late in
1979, and the summer months on Lake
Michigan were very cold. The whole
season | never had a thermocline in which
to fish. North winds kept the water very
cold. This makes the fishing a lot tougher,
since the fish do not schoo! up.

For best fishing results under these
conditions, | have found that, when
running downriggers, much faster trolling
speeds and faster running lures are
required to really produce fish,

LURE SELECTION

Everyone has their favorite lures, and
some lures will work better for someone
else than they will work for you. When
I'm selecting a lure, | try to take into
account the speed at which I'm trolling,
the clarity of the water, the time of day
and the sun’s intensity.

After | select a lure that | think might
produce, |'ll tie it on and drop it over
the side to observe the action. | might
do this with two or three lures before
| find one that suits me. Remember,
when doing this, try tying the lure
directly to the line (if so suited), and
then try it with a coastal lock swivel.
This will show you the different actions
a lure can have.

One day a lure may produce well
and the next day produce nothing. Try
taking the snap swivel off. Or try adding
one! Or take a barrel swivel, run a 4’ to
5’ leader and tie the lure directly to the
leader. |'ve found that in most cases, one
of these methods will produce good
results with a given lure.

Some of my favorite lures are J-Plugs,
(Nos. 3, 4, 5), Happy Hookers, Lucky
Lures, Kush Spoons, Flutterspoons (Nos.
44 and 88), Andy Reekers, Sutton
Spoons (Nos. 06, 38, 71, 88), Locos
{Nos. 3 and 4), Rattle Snakes, Dr. Hooks,
Hot-N-Tots (No. 3), and Fire Plugs.

SOME RUNNING TECHNIQUES

Normally, when first starting out in

SKIPPER JERRY LEE AND CREW of the “Sea Screw’” display winning catch at
Manistee Tournament. From left: Don Kirchoff, Jerry Lee, Don Richards, Jeff Damitz.
The win clinched *“Skipper of the Year’ honors for Jerry for the second year in a row.

all morning long. | have found that on
especially sunny days, after the first few
hours fish will tend to start moving to
deeper water. |'ve also seen just the oppo-
site on a cloudy day, depending on the
environment around you,

USING RADIO REPORTS

I just boated two lakers 40 feet
down on biue Flutter Spoons!” comes
the report from one succesful fisherman
over the VHF radio. "'l just landed a nice
King 60 feet down on a gold Rapala”
says another,

Yes, radios are fine, but like | said be-
fore, some lures will work better for some
than for others. So may | suggest that
when you’re out on the Big Lakes fishing
and you are monitoring radio reports,
don’t run back to your tackle boxes and
put on a lure that your buddy George
just used to catch something.

Try to listen to find some combination,
whether it be spoons, plugs, or even the
colors. Then try to select a lure of that
type that you're going to be able to run
with the lures you already have down.

Some days you may want to do a
complete revamping of everything. But

correct trolling speed to be one of the
important factors in being a successful
fisherman.

There are many types of speed indi-
cators on the market today, ranging in
price from $15 to $400. Until last year, |
had always used a Grizzly speed indicator,
which attaches to the side of the boat and
can be purchased at most any tackle shop
for about $17.

For 1979, however, | purchased a
Model LX40 Speedometer/Trip Log man-
ufactured by Datamarine. This unit is
very small and can be mounted anywhere.
The unit has a digital readout, and dis-
plays the speed in tenths under 10 knots,
an excellent feature for troling. | can
honestly report that this item has in-
creased my success substantially.

After working with it for one season,
| now know the speeds at which certain
lures work the best. And when I'm troll-
ing with the wind in, let’s say, a one foot
chop and my speed is 2.3 knots, when |
turn and troll into the wind, l've learned
that | must increase my speed to 2.8
knots in order to keep my lures running
at the same speed. This helps me avoid the
problem | know you've all encountered —

Continued on page sixteen /. ..

il
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being able to catch fish when trolling
with the wind and not catching fish when
trolling against it.

For you Steelheaders who might be
interested in getting a Mode! LX40, Bill
McMachen Sea Ray in Sterling Heights is
offering them as a pre-season special,
$245 instead of $299. I'm sure you’ll be
very pleased with this one.

One other piece of equipment {'ve
~found to be very efficient for controlling
.speed_is a Beaver Troll. Between thisand

the Datamarine you would have an ex-
cellent combination.

KEEPING UP WITH THE LATEST

I hope that this information will
help you with your future fishing success.
Each year, new ideas for this exciting
sport are introduced. Many hours must be
spent in keeping up with them if one is -
QO'Qi;‘S’ebz fS“y‘iji::g sready have boais  JERRY LEE (LEFT) AND GARY GRAY (right) caught these two steel-
are well aware of this. And for those of  head, each weighing over 14 pounds, on New Year’s weekend. In addition
you who are just starting out in this  to these two beauties, their catch included eight other steelhead, weighing
great sport, my suggestion is that you  between 5 and 11% pounds, and one spawned -out brown trout weighing in
join this fine organization, the Detroit gt 10 pounds. All fish were taken on Hot Shots (chrome and gold plate

Area Chapter of the Michigan Steelhead o 0 the hest colors) drift boat fishing on the Au Sable River.
and Salmon Fishermen’s Association. Get

acquainted with the people who are al-

ready active in the sport. It's the most CRUSTY FISH FILLETS COOK’S
practical and beneficial way to get

Y% cup{20z.) Kraft grated Parmesan cheese

involved. And it's great fun! % cup yellow cornmeal CORNER
1% teaspoons salt

THANKS TO CREW MEMBERS 21bs. fish fillets ‘:l“‘" — Lucille Garrett
1 would like to thank all the crew Y2 cup mitk _/EZ oy
members who have fished with me in Melt'ed margarine '\(:—7?)*//(
the past. Always remember, it'’s a team Combine cheese, cornmeal and salt. S ) ;};
effort that pays off!! Dip fish in milk, coat with seasoned e W
Happy New Year and Good Fishin'! c.ornmea_l. Fry on both .s.‘/des inmarga- <\ | MON CASSEROLE
KEEP YOUR HOOKS SHARPII! rine until brown. 6 servings. - . '
Skipper Jerry Lee Steelhead are very good this way. ? :arge boiling potstor:?:s cut in 1/8" slices
L arge onion sliced thin
Sea Screw Fishing Team SAVORY SALMON LOAF R e —
Y% cup buttered bread crumbs Freshiy ground pepper
O I N 2 eggs, slightly beaten 2 tablespoons flour

LINCOLN 5.8821 JORDAN 4.6559 % cup milk ’ 2/3 cup light cream or % and %
1-11b. can salmon, flaked & drained 1 tablespoon fine bread crumbs
1 teaspoon lemon juice 2 tablespoons butter

. teaspoon salt
Dash pepper

LION PRODUCTS. INC.

Preheat oven ta 375°. Selecta 1%
quart baking dish or casserole, brush
qt % teaspoon sage

with butter. Place alternate layers of

2 teaspoons finely chopped onion potatoes, onion slices and flaked

s oors o 1 tabloumaon motten burtar saimon. Season each layer with papper
TOOLS .

COLD HEADING DIES 1 tablespoon melted butter and on the potato layer, with salt and
CARBIDE THROW-AWAYS Combine ingredients in order given. dust with flour. Repeat layers, ending
Minimum Order — $500 Pack f/rm{y into buttered loaf pan Wltf‘l potatoes. f’our over light cream.

and bake in 350° oven for 30 to 40 Sprinkle top with bread crumbs,
T 1810 E. NINE MILE RD. m/m{tes. Turn put onto platter and dot with butter. Ba'ke unt//.potfatoes
(PRES.) HAZEL PARK. MIGH. 48030 garnish with sliced hard-cooked eggs are tender when pricked with silver

and sliced pickles. Serves 6. fork.

|} | et § | c— } | e { | c—
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INS AND OUTS OF PLATTE RIVER AREA TOLD

Lattimore finds Platte River Bay tops for Fall coho

it was in September of 1973 that |
was introduced to deepwater trolling
for salmon.

The famed Lake Michigan waters of
Platte Bay were filling up with fall coho,
and as we rounded the Platte River Point,
it looked like every fisherman in the state
was trolling over the waters of East Bay.
The area being fished looked like it
could comfortably accommodate about
half the number of boats present and

But we were to learn that this was

where the coho were thickly schooled,
and that this was where most of the fish
were being taken, on that underwater
wall that curves between the Big Pine on
the beach and the Green Cottage.

This experience at the Platte was my
initiation into the downrigger method of
fishing the Great Lakes. Each year since
then, | have returned to Platte Bay in
September. Occasionally, the salmon are
there before Labor Day, but generally the
large schools of cohio don’t come into the
bays until the first week of September.

By the second week, thousands of fish
are mingling in the deep waters of East
and West Bays. Some have already entered
the river, so by this time we are assured
that there will be salmon in the vicinity.

There are three distinct areas to fish
off the Platte: East Bay, West Bay, and
the shallow shelf area before the river
mouth which we call the Delta.

East Bay, usually the more protected
of the two bays, faces north. The bottom

structure is crescent-shaped, much like
the beach above, with a steep slope
dropping from 30 feet down to over
1560 feet. The majority of fishing done
here is temperature-oriented (54° F).
Look for the fish suspended just off the
sharp drop-off.

During the weekends, concentrations
of boats on calm days in this bay can
really turn the fish off and scatter them.

|f there is no action here, or near the

water away from the boats, or we pick up
and run to West Bay. | haven’t had much
success fishing the shallow side of East
Bay (under 40 feet), but often the salmon
will swirl or roll in very close to shore.

As with much late summer and fall
salmon fishing, J-Plugs produce a goodly
number of fish in East Bay. Blue and
green colors have been the best for me.
Dodger and fly combinations have been
old standbys for coho here, in all com-
binations. Run them very close to the
cannonball (3'-6’ for the best action on
‘00’ size dodgers, a little further with the
larger ‘0’ dodgers).

Over on the other side of the river
mouth is West Bay. This area is fess dis-
tinctive from shore but has a bottom
structure similar to East Bay, with the
drop-off starting at the 25’ depth about
200 yards from shore and quickly drop-
ping to 110’.

Temperature fishing in West Bay is
highly productive. The preferred 54° F
mark may be found at a different depth

SEPTEMBER COHO from Lake Michigan’s Platte Bay.

than in East Bay, due to wind action.
The coho school along the drop-off
here also, but may become scattered after
many boats have worked the area over.
If the fish turn off on the deep side of
the structure, | usually troll into shallow
water, about 25’, and start running the
plugs above the thermocline and nearer
the surface. l've had some excellent
action in 60° F water fishing the top
15’ while trolling even with the beach.

schooled coho will roll and surface in
Continued on page eighteen /. . .

CUSTOM
ROD BUILDING
SUPPLIES

at DISCOUNT prices
Rods custom built
to your specifications

-

Blanks for all types of rods
5 to 1%

FENWICK ¢ LAMINAGLAS
BROWNING * SHAKESPEARE

IMPORTED BAMBOO BLANKS

Rod Building Supplies
by

VARMAC ¢ FEATHERWEIGHT
AETNA ® FUJI * GUDEBROD

L]

Cork rings & grips
Rod & Reel Repairs

SEND FOR CATALOG

A&A
Reel Repair

21006 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods
Mich. 48236

AL ADAMS - 884-7388

-
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Winter river fishing sure pays off!

January 1980
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West Bay. When the salmon are on the
top like this | do a lot of experimenting
and changing with lure colors, speed,
depth and distance back. Sometimes just
getting away from the pack of other
boats will get you into the fish.

The Deita area directly before the
river mouth is another choice structure.
The water depth is shallow, from 10
to 30’. Anything deeper than that drops
off on either side into East or West Bay.

Fishing the Delta is generally not 3

,,,,, thermocline .or temperature-fishi g

L 5, A i -~

JOHN TYMENSKY,
River Tournament Chair-
man, displays this fresh-
run winter Steelhead
caught on the Manistee,
near Tippy Dam.,

face to just off the bottom. The greater
concentration of coho will be in this area
a little later in September. Kings are
usually in earlier.

Prime time for trolling this structure is
early morning and late in the evening
till after dark. Here | usually run the
plugs way back from the boat (100’-
200°) using two downriggers set at, say,
5’ and 10’, and then | run two flat lines
off the outriggers without weight.

The fish seem to spook more easily
in the shallow water, so try trolling in
slow 'S’ curves, This method puts the
lure near fish that haven’t been alarmed
by the boat.

Be watchful of other boats cutting
in. Fishing can get quite congested in
this area on calm days. Every type of
water craft, from canoes up to 30’
cruisers work this area when the salmon
are in.

Here again, J-Plugs are the top fish
catchers. All the colors can be good on
different days and under different con-
ditions. Black with cream underside has
been a favorite for me. The chrome,
greens and blues are also good choices.
Tadpollys have also taken their share of
salmon. | like to run these off the out-
riggers; they ‘dig down’ a couple of feet
into the water from their own action.
The chrome and blue scale model took
the largest fish, a 27 Ib. King, and black
and greens have put fish on the stringer
as well. If you can troll slowly enough,

BOB LINDBERG shows off

his two 10 pound

Steelhead caught trolling |

on the St. Joe River in

early December. Both *

were taken on crawfish-

colored Hot-Shots.

WMNVV\ANWV\MJ\/\M/
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Flatfish plugs can be deadly in this area.
The same colors as mentioned above are
good bets.

Platte Bay still remains at the top
of the list for fall coho fishing. It has
received large numbers of planted salmon
in the past decade. The cool weather of
this past summer (1979) may have made
the fishing up there a little confusing, but
the salmon will be there. With some ex-
perimentation and a little good fishing
sense, those coho will start banging off
lures and providing some of the great
fall salmon fishing for which Platte
Bay is famous.

e T e i
e e e T
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Experienced sportfishermen often make

-strange discoveries while cleaning their

catches! They find that the fish have
gobbled all kinds of manmade objects that
have fallen into the water. Key rings, false
teeth, bottle tops, paper and plastic objects
are just a few.

Many things that boaters casually toss
overboard can be lethal to fish. Especially
items which resemble familiar foods: filter
tips from cigarettes can ook tempting fike
grubs; crumpled bits of foil from candy
wrappers become attention -getting reflectors
of light as they flutter down through the

o e
e L N N S N e S .
N S

water; wads of chewing gum look like fish
eggs or other morsels.

Often a hungry fish will swallow any
such item tossed overboard. As most of
these objects are indigestible, they can harm
or even kill a fish.

Also, as part of the sportfishing scene, it's
a fact that litter from unconcerned boaters
often helps to ruin the fishing grounds.

As the above examples so clearly show,
littering by some pleasure boaters does hap-
pen, and it has all kinds of consequences. Be
a boater who cares.

.gon’f Litter! ¢

—' N s e R T e st st Myppe™®
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PATTERSON LAUDS HELPFUL CLUB “PROS™

New member fmds adwce hospltallty In Chapter

MIKE PATTERSON, CAPTAIN OF THE “Joe Cool,” with a nice
catch of Kings taken off Oscoda earlier this year. Mike says being a
member of the Detroit Area Chapter has been an important factor in

his success this year.

SPORTING GOODS

Livoria Mall = 7 Mile & Middlebelt
1478 - 88101

Birmingham ® B55 S Hunter Blvd
1642 -4700)

Macomb Mall « Gratiot at 13% Mile
(296-9700

Campus Corners ® Livernois & Walton
(652-6171)

One of the newer Detroit Area
Chapter members is Mike Patterson.
Mike has had some interesting ex-
periences in his 18 months in the
Detroit Area Chapter.

Says Mike, 1 joined the Detroit
Area Chapter in June, 1978, hoping
to learn from some of the Chapter
pros. | felt that | had fished the lakes

_pretty thoroughly with only average

"luck, and | had heard about the

success and fun the Steelheaders usu-
ally had in their tournaments. "’

Mike set out to learn all he could
from the more experienced members
of the Chapter, and he got lots of
help. | asked a lot of questions, and
most of the members were very help-
ful,” said Mike. | guess the most ef-
fective information | got was: ‘Experi-
ment!’’’

Mike explains, *’| tried everything,
and | found that everything works at
one time or another, but nothing
works ail the time.”’

Mike has some reflections on the
1979 Boat Tournament season, and
a challenge for 1980. “‘This year of
fishing in tournaments was really a
good time,” recalled Mike. ‘1 would
like to thank all the members for the
hospitality. And next year, if God is
willing and the energy crisis permits,
| plan on giving Jerry Lee a run for
his money for 1980 ‘‘Skipper of the
Year'' honors.

Incidentally, Mike Patterson and
the ‘’Joe Cool” ended the 1979
boat tourney season tied for eighth
place. That’s not a bad rookie year!

YOUR TRI-COUNTY

. DEALER

-

FEATURING

MARV' N Center Console

MAR INE  #nd Cuddy Cabin
Boatsin 17, 19%,

' N c' 22 and 24" feet.

25838 Five Mile Road

Dstroit, Michigan 48239 KE 7-5955
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Mid-day dozing: “I had a dream ...”

It was about 11:00 a.m.

We had launched at 6:30 that morning
onto a glassy Lake Michigan. By 9 o’clock
we had two nice Kings in the box, so we
were no fonger so eager and tense.

Now it was a couple of hours since
the last hit, the sun was warm and we
were drowsy. The usual anticipation the
night before had left us both sleepless.

No conversation, no politics, and the

When you're fighting a good fish,
time means nothing. Family, friends,
job — nothing. Mortgage, college costs,
melt down — nothing. And for over an
hour, we had beautiful nothing.

Shortly after noon | broke open the
funch box. The out board was tilted, and
the drag was tightened just a LITTLE.
The fish was pulling the WHALER and
Stu was getting quite a razzing. No friend

_of ‘mine could have any food while

back to the original set-up; they were :

down there doing their job.

*Kick up the speed a notch!”’

Stu snapped out of his lethargy so
fast he looked ELECTRIFIED! The
reel was SCREECHING, but the rod
didn’t come out of the holder —in
eleven years of salmon fishing, I'd never
seen a rod slammed flat so HARD!

In just a few seconds most of the line
was gone - there was no time to take
in the other lines. We had to turn and
follow to get some of that line back!

**Get the other lines in!"’

“Crank up the downriggers!”

L.ean against the wheel!"”’

“Watch out for that tangled cable!”

“’Look at him go "’

“Cut the engine!’’

*“Hell no, he’s still takin’ line!!’’

This fish was different. There was no
stopping, no flurries of speed, no sur-
facing, no tricks, just a fast, steady swim.

*Can’t turn his head.’’

It wasn’t just the first fast run —
it continued!

" Look at that fish go!”

“He isn‘t stopping — it’s his pace.”’

being led around by a big sturgeon — we
had decided no salmon was big enough to
do this!

The harbor was long gone, shore was
barely visible, and the fisherman was
tired. | could tell by the way he was
changing hands.

“Are you sure you didn't snag the
L.udington Ferry?”’

“’Sure this is your sandwich? | already
ate mine — you're busy anyhow!”

Then the line went DEAD.

““He’s gone.””

““Maybe, but reel like hell."”

“1 think he’s coming this way — take
in slack!"”

““He’s still on.”’

“’Get up on the seat.”

“Get the prop in the water and back
herup.”

Most of the line was back on the reel
and the rod was bent again. We were
both standing on the seat looking at
the spot where the line met glassy water,
and we saw the fish at the same time.

““He’s a HUGE KING "™

“Wow!"

He was looking us over! He was

TACKLELAND

NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS

® One-Stop Shopping For Your Fishing Tackle Needs @

WHEN IN DETROIT
FIND OUT WHAT
SAVING REALLY
MEANS. NO ONE

CAN BEAT OUR
EVERYDAY LOW-LOW
DISCOUNT PRICES.

18800 Dix - Toledo
Melvindale, M| 48122

(313) 383-3244

WEST SIDE

WORLD'S FINEST SELECTION
OF FISHING TACKLE.

HOURS
9-8 MON — SAT
SUNDAY
“GONE FISHING”

39124 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, M1 48078

(313) 268-7350

EAST SIDE

moving at his steady cruising speed, and
among the three of us HE had authority—
we were speechless and thrilled.

“Turn the boat around — there he
goes.”’

“How's the drag?”’

*Okay.”

"How we gonna land him?”’

“Do they really get that BIG? That
was a chinook, wasn't it?"”

 "Had to be FIVE FEET Tong or

longer.”’

“Here we go, he’s picking up speed!”’

“How's the drag?’’

"’Did you see the size of his belly ?"”

"Wish we had a gaff, our landing net
won’t touch him."”’

“Only way to land HIM is to beach
him. How the hell we gonna beach him?
We're three miles offshore and | can’t
slow him down!"”’

“"DON'T tighten the drag.””

“'m just feeling the reel — it's HOT!1"

“We're wasting our time, we’ll never
land him. How come he’s so big? Never
heard of a King so big.”’

'"He’s a throwback, a fish that lives
five or six years instead of dying at four.
Bet he’ll go over 100 pounds!”

"My arms have had it, and my back
is going.”’

"The fish is getting tired, too.”’

“How was MY sandwich? Take the
rod, he's got me beat.”’

‘“Hold on, hold on — sit down, relax.”

"He’s off — THE LINE IS DEAD!"

“No, he's coming this way again!”

*Get the landing net!"”’

“ Are you nuts — he’ll EAT it1”

Just then the King's head came out
of the water about 20 feet from us and
he spit that plug out! It came flying
back at us as the rod straightened.

““He did that DELIBERATELY !’

“Did you see the size of that head? "’

““He looked like a tunal’”’

“Don’t bother me, let me sit down —
give me a drink.”

“Did ya see the size?’’

*“He was playing with us.”’

“Man, I’'m aching —- my ARMS!*’

“You know how long he pulled us
around?’’

“| know no one will ever believe us.”

“Who cares!’’

“Let’s go in, |'ve had enough.”’

" Any food left?"”

*’Half a candy bar.”

“Wanna troll in?"’

— Len Pershin
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Frankfort area yields hot fishing,even in fall

The third week of August found Terry
Phillips and | making another one-week
outing to Frankfort. Every year we spend
three one-week stays at this Lake Michi-
gan port for trout and salmon. In the
spring we concentrate on lakers and steel-
head, in mid-summer on lakers and
brown trout, and now in the fall we were

fishing for_chinook salmon_had been good

bottom. These fish were on a feeding
frenzy every morning and in the late
afternoon. Half an hour after daylight
it seemed that someone rang the break-

..gince the second week of June at Frank- - -

fort. During the State Steelheader Tour-
nament several big kings were caught.
Throughout July and early August we
were picking up kings in the 20-28Ib.
range on our weekend trips. However,
the coho salmon had not yet shown up.

We left Livonia on Saturday and after
stopping at the cottage in Cadillac to pick
up some extra gear, our spirits were
even higher. My Dad, who had fished at
Frankfort during the previous week,
told us the lakers were still hitting and
the chinook and coho were just start-
ing to school off Frankfort. Once in
Frankfort, this report was confirmed by
Captain Mike Bradley, skipper of the
““Sea Joy’’. It sounded like we were
going to be in for a good week and it
turned out that way.

This was the week the silver salmon
were schooling from Herring Hole to
Pointe Betsie. The Vexilar graph was
loaded with fish every day. The coho
salmon were showing up in the top
twenty -five feet of water and the kings
were suspended at forty feet or near the

eecocsvoes NOTICE ee0ecoccsse

The “SWAP SHOP” and sales
will be held after the membership

meeting instead of during the
membership activities.

I TOYOTA No.1 Selling import Car |
I COROLLA ¢ CELICA ¢ SUPRA I
l * 4 X4 TRUCKS » l
| RINKE TOYOTA |
i SEE i
] DON ROCHELEAU ]
| SALES REPRESENTATIVE l
| D 1
] Member Detroit Area MSSFA |
J SPECIAL PRICE CONSIDERATION |
1 TO ALL STEELHEADERS |
] A |
|25420 Van Dyke ‘
I Between 10 & 11 Mile

'Center Line, Michigan 48015 758—2000'

AUTHOR shows off nice salmon taken
at Frankfort.

fast bell for these heavies.

The menu consisted of J-Plugs,
Chargers, Flys and Tadpollys. The colors
were blue, yellow and red, and black. We
had a blue J-Plug that had been hot ali
summer and was again this week. By the
third week of August, the lure had
little of the blue coloring left on it, but
it kept taking fish, until we got double.

——.After landing a king on the lure, | left the .

proceeded to net the second fish. | had
just reset the second line and was reach-
ing for the J-Plug rod when a coho came
within four feet of the boat and clobber-
ed the trailing lure —and that was the
end of that trusted lure,

During the third week of August we
were catching kings {321bs., the largest),
coho (111bs.), lakers (121bs.), and brown
trout (101bs.) in sixty to ninety feet of
water and all within a mile from shore.

During the afternoon when the fishing
slacked, we went to Platte Bay to try our
luck with the coho and brown trout.
Light lines and small lures trolled 80-100
feet back of the boat proved productive.

in the late afternoon we would once
again be fishing in the ninety feet of
water just south of Pointe Betsie. Again
the dinner bell rang and again the graph
was loaded with fish. The last two hours
of daylight were very busy. By dusk most
boats had fish and put on their running
lights for a short run back to the harbor,

— Don Calhoun
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(313) 794-9611 |

Great Lakes
Fiberglas Ind.

BUILDERS OF
CHEROKEE BOATS

tsesssrnsn

9655 KRETZ ST.
P.O.BOX 355
ALGONAC, Ml 48001

R. (DICK) STEHLE

President
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IT'S NEW, SO GET YOUR ORDER IN NOW!

Award-winning patch now available

Chapter members can now
display our colorful new
Chapter patch.

The new design, submitted
by Dennis Zwirner of Mft.
Clemens, has been incorpo-
rated into a %'’ circular patch

- -and- - features—eight-different -

of gold.

The patch, which is suit-
able for shirts and jackets, has
a Swiss-embroidered Steel-
head combined with the sym-
bol of the City of Detroit.

The Board of Directors,
after judging approximately
twenty entries, chose this
design for the new patch be-
cause it best represents our
firm commitment to expand-
ing fishing opportunities in
the Detroit area.

The patch will be available
at membership meetings and
also by mail if you are un-
able to attend the meetings.
There is a patch and decal
order form below for your
convenience.

Membership Application

Membership includes:
Free line for two reels, Steelheaders’ Chapter Newsletter,
MSSFA Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal,
Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,
Membership Cards & Other Benefits.

Michigan Steethead and Salmon Fishermen’s Assn.

Patches & Decals

SIZE ITEM PRICE QTy COST

\QE\N\' 5" 8-color Chapter

ARM PATCH 4.00 ea.
3" x4" WINDOW DECAL .25 ea.
11" x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.

" " CHAPTER BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.

and Detroit Chapter dues .. ... Annual — $20.00

NAME ( )
phone

ADDRESS

CITY 7 STATE ZIP

Complete form and send with check or money order
payable to:

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER
MSSFA

P.0O.Box 1235

Royal Oak, Mi 48072

THANK YOU!

8" x 11" BACK PATCH 2.00 ea.
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MAILING 2y
PAYABLE TO DETROIT AREA CHAPTER TOTAL
MAIL TO:
DETROIT AREA CHAPTER A
MSSFA .
P.O.Box 1235 Chapter Fund Raiser

Royal Oak, Ml 48072 Thank You . ..

colors including two shades
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Want Ads:

FOR SALE — 28’ Pacemaker Express. Must
sacrifice. $6300.00 or best offer.
Call (after 6 p.m.): 1-517-626-2105
FOR SALE —
Premium salmon nets, 8 ft. handies (can be
shortened), reinforced extra large hoop:
$12.00 (FREE ‘0’ size Dodger w/each net).
At Meetings, or call John: 967-1910

FOR SALE — 1976 Glastron 21’ Cutty cabin
blue/white, 180 h.p. Mercruiser 1.0. Dual
batteries, compass, canvas, sounder, 1976
E-Z-Loader trailer, elect. winch, surge
brakes. $7,500 Negotiable.

Call {313) 485-0230

FOR SALE — 1977 Cruiser, Model # 246 Gran
Bateau, 24 ft., 8 in. convertible top, side
cabin curtains, 233 h.p. Mercury, 40 hours
on engine. $11,500. Call: 285-4900

FOR SALE — (2) Electric Proos 24" down-
riggers with swivel bases & rod holders —
$334.50 — and — (2) Manual Proos 48"
downriggers with swivel bases & rod holders
— $225.00. Call Joe: 296-0323 after 6 p.m.

FOR SALE — Aquascope 75 graph, new in.

box, with mounts & transducer $195.00.
Telephone: 963 -3328

Happiness
Is...

FOR SALE —
“Blue Jay,’” Starcraft Off Shore American
22" 3" with cuddy cabin, 235 hp OMC,
Telisonar 1300 graph, four Walker electric
downriggers with rod holders. Date Marine
digital depth gauge. FM radio, bow anchor
mount, remote spotlight, full canvas, EZ
Loader tandem trailer with electric brakes
and electric winch. Four 9’ Angler rods with
four Garcia 5500C level wind reels. Teak
swim platform, trolling plate, lockable rod
holder, live bait well, two large fish wells.
Bill Jewett: 553-7062
FOR SALE —
Four Walker Electric downriggers. Like new
in original cartons w/warranty.
Call John: 967-1910

FOR SALE — Two Bonnie Invader downriggers.
New in cartons. List price is $69.95, will sell
for $55.00 each. Call Gary: 483-0667

FOR SALE —
Model 1360 6" Agua-Scope Graph, Used
some; recent factory tune-up, under war-
ranty. Bracket, transducer and mount,
paper. $450.00 Call John: 967-1910

FOR SALE —
Vexilar 155D Graph (used three months).
Demo. $550.00. 1979 Demos: Two Plath
electric downriggers, 2’ arms. $275.00 each.
Call Al Lesh: 764-7689 (after 5 p.m.}

FOR SALE —
77 Sea Ray 24’ Sedan Bridge, SDB 240.]
233 Merc., dual controls, power steering,
VHF radio, tape deck, dual batteries, digita!
depth sounder, O.B. motor bracket, twin
tabs, Pamco tandem trailer. Low hours,
many other options, $15,990.

1978 Chevrolet Suburban Silverado 4 x 4.
11,000 miles. $6,800.
Call Paul: 979-2078

FOR SALE —

*77 Starcraft Islander 22°. 140 O.M.C,,
Power Tilt and Trim, graph, fiasher, knot
meter, 12 channel marine radio, CB, four
Walker electric downriggers, E-Z Loader
trailer with tandem wheels. Rods and reels.
$8, 250.

Call Mike: 399-3681 (after 5 p.m.)

FOR SALE —
“Terry’'s Toy,” 1975 Starcraft Mariner,
1976 Pamco EZ Loader trailer, 1978
twin 50 hp Mercury outboards. Bimini
top, front shelter, spray shield. 12 channel
Ray Jefferson VHF radio, 40 channel CB
radio. Four Riviera downriggers with 4’
arms, two 86 qt. coolers, custom console,
16’ Perko outriggers. Many other extras.

$6500.00.
Terry: 729-1889 Weekdays (after 5 pm)

s
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