
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

DAS Membership Meetings  

Go Virtual for Now 

Get the Latest Event Updates 

Online 

You can still check us out: 

On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

Post to the message board and 

check out the entire site. 

 

On the Facebook  

www.facebook.com/

detroitarea/steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 

PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 

group page where you can 

post at: 

www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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Genetically modified salmon heading to US  dinner plates 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The inaugural harvest of genetically modified salmon began this May after the pan-

demic delayed the sale of the first such altered animal to be cleared for human consumption in the United 

States, company officials said. 

Several tons of salmon, engineered by biotech company AquaBounty Technologies Inc., will now head to 

restaurants and away-from-home dining services — where labeling as genetically engineered is not re-

quired — in the Midwest and along the East Coast, company CEO Sylvia Wulf said. 

Thus far, the only customer to announce it is selling the salmon is Samuels and Son Seafood, a Philadelphia

-based seafood distributor. 

AquaBounty has raised its faster-growing salmon at an indoor aquaculture farm in Albany, Indiana. The fish 

are genetically modified to grow twice as fast as wild salmon, reaching market size — 8 to 12 pounds (3.6 

to 5.4 kilograms) — in 18 months rather than 36. 

The Massachusetts-based company originally planned to harvest the fish in late 2020. Wulf attributed de-

lays to reduced demand and market price for Atlantic salmon spurred by the pandemic. 

“The impact of COVID caused us to rethink our initial timeline ... no one was looking for more salmon 

then,” she said. “We’re very excited about it now. We’ve timed the harvest with the recovery of the econo-

my, and we know that demand is going to continue to increase.”  

Although finally making its way to dinner plates, the genetically modified fish has been met by pushback 

from environmental advocates for years. 

The international food service company Aramark in January announced its commitment to not sell such 

salmon, citing environmental concerns and potential impacts on Indigenous communities that harvest wild 

salmon. 

The announcement followed similar ones by other major food service companies — Compass Group and 

Sodexo — and many large U.S. grocery retailers, seafood companies and restaurants. Costco, Kroger, 

Walmart and Whole Foods maintain that they don’t sell genetically modified or cloned salmon and would 

need to label them as such. 

The boycott against AquaBounty salmon has largely come from activists with the Block Corporate Salmon 

campaign, which aims to protect wild salmon and preserve Indigenous rights to practice sustainable fish-

ing.  

“Genetically engineered salmon is a huge threat to any vision of a healthy food system. People need ways 

to connect with the food they’re eating, so they know where it’s coming from,” said Jon Russell, a member 

of the campaign and a food justice organizer with Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance. “These fish are so 

new — and there’s such a loud group of people who oppose it. That’s a huge red flag to consumers.” 

Wulf said she’s confident there’s an appetite for the fish. 

“Most of the salmon in this country is imported, and during the pandemic, we couldn’t get products into 

the market,” Wulf said. “So, having a domestic source of supply that isn’t seasonal like wild salmon and that 

is produced in a highly-controlled, bio-secure environment is increasingly important to consumers.” 

AquaBounty markets the salmon as disease- and antibiotic-free, saying its product comes with a reduced 

carbon footprint and none of the risk of polluting marine ecosystems like traditional sea-cage farming car-

ries.  

Despite their rapid growth, the genetically modified salmon require less food than most farmed Atlantic 

salmon, the company says. Biofiltration units keep water in the Indiana facility’s many 70,000-gallon 

(264,979-liter) tanks clean, making fish less likely to get sick or require antibiotics. 

The FDA approved the AquAdvantage Salmon as “safe and effective” in 2015. It was the only genetically 

modified animal approved for human consumption until federal regulators approved a genetically modi-

fied pig for food and medical products in December.    Continued on Page 4 

facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195
https://www.aramark.com/-/media/pdf/2021/sustainability/aramarksustysourcing-policy11221final.pdf?la=en&hash=0F8D52E5F66B167FB218DB39D2163B491DF9E426
https://apnews.com/article/6096eee36fb94df29eb922d9c41b3fe2
https://apnews.com/article/technology-animals-genetics-61789fc6eeb4999a314922f9ab73c18e
https://apnews.com/article/technology-animals-genetics-61789fc6eeb4999a314922f9ab73c18e
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Picnic and Swap Meet at Tomorrows Meeting 

Tuesday, June 29, 2021 Member Meeting – 7 pm at River Bends Park on 22 Mile Rd. in 

Shelby Twp. 

The agenda for this evening’s meeting features a pot-luck dinner and a swap meet. 

DAS will provide an entrée (word has it the club chef and crew will be grilling some 

tasty hot dogs and brats!) and each member is requested to bring a dish to share. If 

you plan on bringing something, it would be very helpful to reply to this same post 

on the message board (under the DAS News and Announcements forum) with a mes-

sage stating what you intend to bring. This would minimize the number of duplicate 

items by letting everyone else know your intentions. 

Please note: the tables under the pavilion will be needed for sharing the meal so if 

you plan to bring something you in-

tend to swap or sell, bring a portable 

table that you can display your items 

on. 

We also intend to carry on with nor-

mal meeting agenda items (new 

member introduction, raffles, SOTY, 

AOTY, fishing reports, SIC). Lets all 

hope for favorable weather and a 

good member turnout. 

Dan Chisholm 

2021 SOTY Boat Trolling Tournaments 
 

Date  Port   Port Captain 
July 31  Ludington   Bob Jones  (734) 751-1767 

August 7  Manistee   Tom Gorguze (248) 343-8397 

August 28  Rogers City  Brad Walton (248) 343-0291 



Thanks to a little schedule snafu, the SOTY tournament boats will make their second stop at the port of Manistee on Saturday, 

August 7th.  DAS skippers were originally planning to visiting the port of Onekama in August.  Unfortunately, the high demand 

for boat docks on Portage Lake, and extenuating covid circumstances have forced the relocation of this event to Manistee.   

Onekama is situated between the ports of Arcadia and Manistee and the fishing in early August can be incredible. Last time we 

held a club tournament in Onekama, we hosted it at the historic Portage Point Inn. The docks are nice but an entire pier was 

lost due to last year’s record high waters.  They normally offer transient docks,  but a large wedding party has booked the lim-

ited number of transient slips the weekend we hoped to stay.  

Our backup plan was to stay at Onekama Marine.  They operate two marinas on Portage Lake and normally have ample dock-

ing. This year however, because there’s an unprecedented demand for boat docks, and problems hiring summer help, manage-

ment of the marina has decided to only rent docks by the season.  The good news is you can still fish waters near Onekama, is 

we won’t be far.  The Portage Lake pier heads are only ten miles from Manistee. 

If your looking for budget accommodations in Manistee you might 

want to check out the 90 year old SS City of Milwaukee. The retired 

car and rail ferry offers a selection of the ships14 rooms at modest 

prices.  You will share a bathroom, but bunks can be had for as little 

as $25/person. If you want to check it out, visit their Air BandB site, 

or to speak directly with a staff member, please contact sscityofmil-

waukee@gmail.com or phone 231-723-3587 

If you have any questions about places to stay , dock, or fish, feel 

free to ask the Port Captain  

 

Tom Gorguze   

248 343-8397 

 

Blame it on the covid...Onekama SOTY schedule change 

Manistee, Michigan  6/25/21 



 

Continued from Pg 1 

In 2018, the federal agency greenlit AquaBounty’s sprawling Indiana facility, which is currently raising roughly 450 tons (408 metric tons) of 

salmon from eggs imported from Canada but is capable of raising more than twice that amount. 

But in a shifting domestic market that increasingly values origin, health and sustainability, and wild over farmed seafood, others have a differ-

ent view of the salmon, which some critics have nicknamed “Frankenfish.” 

Part of the domestic pushback revolves around how the engineered fish is to be labeled under FDA guidelines. Salmon fishermen, fish farmers, 

wholesalers and other stakeholders want clear labeling practices to ensure that customers know they’re purchasing an engineered product. 

USDA labeling law directs companies to disclose genetically-modified ingredients in food through use of a QR code, an on-package display of 

text or a designated symbol. Mandatory compliance with that regulation takes full effect in January, but the rules don’t apply to restaurants or 

food services.  

Wulf said the company is committed to using “genetically engineered” labeling when its fish are sold in grocery stores in coming months. 

In November, U.S. District Judge Vince Chhabria in San Francisco affirmed that the FDA had the authority to oversee genetically engineered 

animals and fish. But he ruled that the agency hadn’t adequately assessed the environmental consequences of AquaBounty salmon escaping 

into the wild. 

The company argued that escape is unlikely, saying the fish are monitored 24 hours a day and contained in tanks with screens, grates, netting, 

pumps and chemical disinfection to prevent escape. The company’s salmon are also female and sterile, preventing them from mating. 

“Our fish are actually designed to thrive in the land-based environment. That’s part of what makes them unique,” Wulf said. “And we’re proud 

of the fact that genetically engineered allows us to bring more of a healthy nutritious product to market in a safe, secure and sustainable way.” 

___ 

Casey Smith is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit na-

tional service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. 

Genetically Engineered Salmon 

May meeting recap - River Bends Park, Shelby Township  

The May 25, 2021 member meeting finally brought us face-to-face with our ‘new’ normal.  We don’t have a brick and mortar 

venue right now but that can come later.  What we do have is a fishing club that is back in action and happy about it.  Forty four 

members showed up at River Bends Park where we listened to a presentation delivered by Rob Pinskey and Ed Phalig on river 

fishing for walleye on the St. Clair River.  This was timely as our next An-

gler outing is for walleye out from the City of St. Clair.  Rob and Ed did a 

great job and we are all better after hearing from them. 

After the feature presentation we held a full program where we heard 

results from the Angler of the Year events presented by Blaise Pewinski 

(Oscoda, Algonac) followed by the Skipper of the Year tournaments pre-

sented by Bob Feisel (St. Joe, Grand Haven).  Individual standings and 

the upcoming schedule were revealed along with one recent schedule 

change where we replaced the July 10 event in Sebewaing with fishing 

out of Linwood. 

Next, we heard from Rodney Elnick on the success of the three recent 

Salmon- in- the- Classroom releases.  Following Rodney came the Tackle 

Raffle and 50:50 drawing held by Jeff Bustos and Jim Zanke respectively.  Fred Chartier won the $80 50:50 and he also won the 

$50 Every Member drawing.    

The finally of the meeting was the raffle drawing for the  Lud-

ington instructional charter donated by Mark Williams of Silver 

Addiction.  Carl Ventimiglia did another masterful job selling all 

100 tickets and the proceeds from this drawing will go a long 

way helping the club through a difficult year.  Scott Obarzanek 

won the first one and Anna Kulpa was the winner of the second 

drawing. 

I think everyone had a good time and I look forward to doing 

again at River Bends Park on June 29.                      

 Dan Chisholm         

https://www.reportforamerica.org/
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This year’s 17th Annual Auburn Hills Fishing Derby was on Saturday on June 

12th, at Riverside Park. This year’s event had 75 young anglers test their fish-

ing skills to catch one or more of the 875 rainbow trout released in the Clin-

ton River.   

Even though fewer fish were caught this year, everyone who attended was 

excited to enjoy the great outdoors with family and friends. Those new to 

fishing were more at ease seeing volunteers from Trout Unlimited and De-

troit Area Steelheaders on hand to assist participants with their fishing gear 

and help unhook fish.  

Each derby session rounded out with every kid walking away with a raffle 

prize that included tackle boxes, fishing nets, hats, and over 60 slightly used 

rods and reel combos donated by Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World. 

 

 

Auburn Hills Kids Derby 

 

Sat., July 10 

• Linwood- Walleye Outing 

• Best 5 Walleye by weight 

• Chairpersons: Don Jasman 

• (586) 292-3120 

 

Sat., September 11   

• Sterling State Park, Lake Erie  

• Best 5 Perch by length 

• Chair : Gaspare Aragona 

• (248) 330-1774 

 

Sat., September 25 

• Manistee - Pier/Surf Outing 

• Best 3 Trout/Salmon by weight 

James Anderson(313) 330-3680  

Laurie Gamblin (810) 730-2373 

 

Sat., October 30  

• Manistee 

• Best 3 Steelhead 

• Chairperson: Needed 

 

Sat., November 6   

• Manistee - Manistee Water-

shed 

• Fish-Off with Metro-West  

• Best 3 Steelhead by weight 

• Chairperson: Needed 

 

Sat., December 11  

• Caseville - Lake Trout Outing 

• Best 3 Lake Trout by weight 

• Chairperson: Blaise Pewinski 

• (248) 890-4517 

Linwood AOTY Outing 2021 AOTY Events 

Saturday, July 10 

Linwood Beach Marina 
6:00AM Set lines to 1:00PM Stop fishing 

2:00PM at weigh in line 

Lunch to follow 

Best 5 Walleye by weight 

Port Captain Don Jasman 586 292-3120 

$10 per person entry (Phone or Text) 

$10 per person optional big fish pool 

Individual creels must be kept separately 

Big fish entry requires everyone on boat must enter 

Registration required by July 8 



 

St. Clair AOTY Outing   

  Saturday June 12th. 2021 found the De-
troit Steelheaders in St. Clair Michigan for 
the annual A.O.T.Y. Walleye outing. We 
were blessed with a beautiful day with 
temperatures warming to the mid 80's 
with a light southeast breeze. Conditions 
were great for a day of dragging crawlers, 

vertical jigging, or wire lining on the St. Clair river.  We had 15 boats sign 
up with a total of 35 anglers. The fishing was pretty good overall with 
some boats doing really well and others struggling on a slow bite.  

  We started the morning fishing south, below the power plant down to 
Marine City. We had a few fish early and then they shut off. We picked up 
a couple more and around 9:15 we decided to run back up north of St. 
Clair and see if we could get on some fish we worked the day before 
when we had Ed's son and two of his buddies out. On our first drift we 
never had a bite. We adjusted our drift and worked from above buoy 54 
down to almost St. Clair. We started getting 2 or 3 fish on each drift. We 
weren't getting really big fish but at least we were getting numbers, and 
numbers meant points! With about 10 minutes left we decided to make 
one more short drift and the fish really started biting. We landed 7 fish in 
less than five minutes. We ended up keeping one fish less than a limit and 
we released a few smaller ones. But we all managed to catch our 5 fish 
needed for the weigh in!  

  We all gathered for the picnic and 
weigh in at the St. Clair boat Har-
bor. I'd like to say "THANKS" to 
Dave (the harbormaster) and his 
crew, for offering the pavilion and 
facilities for our event. I believe 
everyone enjoyed our lunch and 
had a great time! 

   We hope you all had a great time 
and look forward to seeing you 
again at the next outing! 

Tight Lines,  

Rob Pinskey & Ed Paehlig 
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St. Clair Outing Pictures 

 



 

Our 2020 Ludington SOTY tournament 

had 12 boats compete.  Skipper Blaise 

Pewinski and the SEA HAG winning 

crew and their catch is pictured on the 

left.  Don’t forget you need to sign up 

in advance.  The entry form is available 

on our website or: 

Just follow this link 

https://detroitsteelheaders.com/2021-entry-form
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Manistee Results 

Eight boats made the 

trip to Manistee on 

June 5
th

 in hopes of 

hooking up with 

some mature Kings.  

Unfortunately, high 

winds and rough seas 

delayed the tourna-

ment until Sunday.  

Port Captain Fred 

‘Lake Buzzard’ Chart-

ier hosted a great 

lunch Saturday afternoon at the pavilion near the 5
th

 Street Beach area.  Conditions improved on 

Sunday, and seven boats fished an abbreviated fishing period.   Big fish proved elusive, but Bob Feisel managed to bring an 18 

pound King to the scales for the $70 big fish prize money.  Jim Zanke on Hard Top & Tails won $35 for largest Lake Trout.  Skip-

per Joe Delisi on the Wonder won the tournament, with his four fish 43 pound box.  Joe also won $35 for a big 11.75 pound 

Steelhead.  All seven boats that stayed for the Sunday tournament caught fish. A total of 19 fish were scored.   



 

Harbor Beach Results 

We had 

seven boats 

participate 

in the Har-

bor Beach 

SOTY tour-

nament.  

Conditions 

were ideal 

as the crews 

caught a 

mix of Coho 

Salmon and Lake Trout.  Skipper Bob Feisel finished with the win, and $35 prize for largest Lake Trout.  

Blaise Pewinski and the Sea Hag crew finished second with a nice creel of trout.  Joe Delisi on Wonder had 

strong third place finish 

with a mixed catch that 

included the largest 

trout and salmon that 

was good for $105.  Six 

of the seven boats 

weighed fish.  Thank you 

to port captain Joe Von 

Grabe for hosting the 

event and a great shore 

lunch.  



SOTY Standings Through Three Events 

Memberships should be current to post scores in SOTY and AOTY 

events.  After two months have passed, you will be removed from 

the mailing list.  Please take a moment to check your expiration 

date and renew your membership.    

Upcoming Dates 
  June 28 Membership Mtg at Riverbends Park 

  July  10 Linwood Walleye AOTY 

  July  13 BOD Meeting 

  July  27 Membership Mtg at Riverbends Park 

  Aug  7   Manistee SOTY 

  Aug  28 Rogers City SOTY 

  Aug  31 Membership Mtg at Riverbends Park 

  Sept 11 Sterling Perch AOTY 

  Sept  14 BOD Meeting 

  Sept  28 Membership Mtg at Riverbends Park 


