
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 
 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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February 2022 

Newsletter Editor Changeover 
Farewell to “Fishin’ Tales II” and welcome to “Fishin’ Tales III” 

The Detroitsteelheaders “Fishin ‘ Tales” newsle er is transi oning to a new editor star ng 
with this issue.  Many thanks to Tom Gorguze for leading us through the past several years 
while producing quality newsle ers to inform and entertain.  Beginning with this February 
2022 issue  the new editor is going to be Dan Chisholm.  It is going to be a challenging transi-

on since I have never worked with Publisher before today.  Thankfully, Tom and Bob Ksionzek 
have agreed to help me work through this un l I get the hang of it.  From where I sit right now 
it will take a few monthly issues before I begin to feel comfortable doing this on my own.  I ask 
for your pa ents as I begin the learning process.    

Angler of the Year Ou ng—Saginaw Bay 

The second AOTY ou ng for 2022 is scheduled for Saturday, February 19, 2022 on Saginaw Bay 
and the Saginaw River.  Fishing mes are from 7:00 am un l 1:30 pm with the weigh-in follow-
ing at 1:30 at Bay City State Park.  Winners will be determined by best five walleye by weight, 
with length being the e-breaker.  Registra on is by text to Nathan Case (248-730-2591), prior 
to 4:00 pm on Friday, February 19.  Anglers registering are presumed to be “in” the big-fish 
pool unless they opt “out” of the big-fish pool within their registra on text.  $20 registra on 
covers weigh-in, shore lunch, and big-fish compe on.  $10 registra on covers shore lunch 
and AOTY weigh-in compe on.  First, second, and third big-fish winners will split the money 
pool 50%, 30%, and 20%.   
The Party Dock Bait Shop is close to the Bay City State Park making it a good place to pick up 
bait or other necessi es.  Always keep in mind “there is no safe ice” and “don’t cross the crack 
with the wind at your back”.  Saginaw Bay and the Saginaw River deserve your respect and 
concentra on.  Follow common sense and don’t fish alone.  
The February 9 DNR weekly fishing report on Saginaw Bay shows on the west side of the bay, 
walleye were caught at the Black Hole outside of Pinconning in 25 fow.  Walleye were also 
caught at the Cigar  in front of Linwood in 18 to 23 fow and at the old dumping grounds in 20 
fow.   On the Saginaw River, anglers reported slow fishing through most of Bay City with a lot 
of sub-legal walleye being caught and released in this area.  Upstream in the south end of Bay 
City at Cass Avenue and in the vicinity, anglers did well catching good numbers of walleye with 
some limits taken.  Anglers did well in this area fishing the edge of the channel in 29 to 25 fow 
jigging a blue and silver  or orange jigging rapala.  Anglers should plan on doing a lot of sor ng 
as most walleye were running in the 13 to 16 inch size range.  Elsewhere, walleye fishing was 
pre y slow at all points upstream around the Zillaukee Bridge and through Saginaw.  
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With	regrets:	Membership	is	informed	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Detroit	
Steelheaders	has	decided	we	will	no	longer	be	able	to	support	the	Special	
Friends	outing.		Co-vid,	dif iculty	arranging	for	boats,	and	weather	issues	
have	brought	us	to	the	conclusion	that	our	resources	can	be	better	applied	
elsewhere.		Options	are	being	explored	at	this	time	and	include	local	kids	
ishing	derbies.		Many	thanks	to	Mary	Karakas,	Linda	Banbury,	and	your	ded-
icated	volunteers	for	your	many	years	of	service	to	this	worthy	outing.				 

DAS Membership Mee ngs 2022 

AOTY Metro Beach Ou ng January 29 Results 

Twenty three anglers showed up for the Metro Beach ou ng.  Seventeen 
of those anglers brought fish to the weigh-in.  Needless to say, the fishing 
that day was not the greatest.  Bob Paradise won the ou ng and was 
awarded one AOTY point placing him in first place for the 2022 AOTY 
compe on.  The big-fish pool was split up between Steve Prout (1st), 
Terrick Pa erson (2nd) ,and Carl Ven miglisa(3rd).  Now its on to Sagi-
naw Bay on February 19 as the race con nues.    

The success of the outdoors mee ngs at River Bends Park in 2021 has led 
the club leadership to con nue those outdoor mee ngs into 2022.  As of 
this wri ng, monthly membership mee ngs in January, February, March, 
April, and May, will be held in Club 54, 37722 Van Dyke Ave., Sterling Hts.  
The summer mee ngs in June, July, August, and September, will be held 
at River Bends Park, 5700 22 Mile Rd., Shelby Twp. 
The October, November, and December membership mee ngs will return 
to Club 54 to finish off the 2022 mee ng schedule. 



 



 

Coalition to Protect Michigan Resources (CPMR) Consent Decree Update 
This information came from Mark Williams, DAS representative from the Great Lakes Citizens Advisory Committee: 

The negotiations for the consent decree, are still ongoing.  They have been going on for 2.5 years with little progress.  A lot of 
this is due to Covid and not being able to be face to face with all parties.  However, the Coalition to Protect Michigan Re-
sources (CPMR) has been working diligently to keep the Michigan Fisherman in the fight.  The meetings are heading to a fifth 
status conference, this January.  At this time, there is little to no progress to report, which lends itself to the discussion moving 
to litigation.  I have attached two important articles from Judge Enslen, who over saw the original decree, which is the basis for 
the current one we are trying to keep.  The second article is from Retired Michigan Biologist Jim Johnson who has been 
through all the decrees as well, and is an integral part of the CPMR team.  Please read these informative pieces, share them, 
and get the word out to all fisherman of the Great Lakes.    The work that is done by the CPMR is voluntary, but as with any 
court proceedings, the legal aspects are not free.  We are fortunate to have Steve Schultz as our attorney, who has been there 
from the start.  He has donated countless hours, but the briefs that will be need will require funding.  Therefore, CPMR will be 
launching a raffle to raise money to make sure we, the Michigan Fisherman are heard!  Any support is encouraged and wel-
comed.  You can go to the CPMR website and donate directly, and it is Tax Deductible, since the CPMR is a non profit.   Our 
fishery is on a very positive trajectory, and the current decree will help keep it on that course! 

A summary of Judge Enslen’s opinion of 1985 with respect to the Coalition’s “Three Criteria 
for a Starting Point in Negotiations” 
Here we have listed some of Judge Enslen’s opinions from: United States et al. v. Michigan et al., No. 
M26 73 CA (Western District of Michigan, May 31, 1985), Richard Enslen. Indian Law Reporter, August, 
1985. We have categorized these views by our three criteria for a starting point in negotiations. These 
excerpts represent only a small fraction of his opinion but are representative of some of his more 
serious concerns – concerns that we, the Coalition for Protection of Michigan Resources, share. 
Science-based harvest limits. 
Without protection from overharvest, the resource is vulnerable to collapse and the consequent loss of 
fishing opportunities for all the parties. Estimates of the amount available for harvest is a prerequisite 
to allocation. “It is in the best interests of the resource and all of the parties to improve the gathering 
and exchange of technical data and to coordinate data collection efforts. These efforts should provide 
for information needs to protect and manage the fisheries resource on a long-term basis.... The 
designation of additional funds for fishery assessment contemplated by the stipulated agreement will 
increase the available technical data.” “Rehabilitation of the lake trout requires a combination of three 
strategies: First, the total annual mortality from sea lamprey predation and premature and excessive 
harvest must be reduced; Second, the opportunity for successful reproduction must be maximized by 
maintaining and improving habitat and selecting and managing stocking sites and accordance with prime 
lake trout habitat; and Third, ...” [quantity and quality of lake trout stocked]. Keeping mortality rates 
within acceptable bounds requires not only comprehensive data sets but also rigorous models – tools 
for estimation of lake trout and whitefish populations by age group and the mortality rate as the fish live 
from one age group to the next. Past agreements have included commitments from the resource 
agencies and the parties to fund enhanced data collection and population assessments (“The stipulated 
agreement provides for ... funding for the production of more information.”). This funding, and 
improvement of data collection, data sharing, and upgrading of modeling tools, continue to be critically 
necessary for the current agreement. 
The principal of an equitable distribution of harvest opportunity. 
Judge Enslen had a nuanced and informed view of allocation that went beyond a simple 50/50 
allocation. He ruled against a motion by Bay Mills Tribe to base the 1985 Decree on a 50/50 allocation, 
ruling that a zonal plan would offer a more equitable and stable distribution of opportunity. He pointed 
out that allocation and the opportunity to harvest are different terms and often confused. “Sometimes availability 
and harvestability are confused in the minds of the fisher-pursuers”.                                                                          
     (Continues on page 4, see CPMR Update)                                                                                   
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His preference for a zonal plan was based on the need to assure that different elements of the fishery, with 
different gear efficiencies, would be able to achieve their equitable share of harvest. He also argued zonal 
plans allowed for long-term stability that allowed for economic development of the fishery and its markets 
and for long-range resource management plans to be carried out by the various agencies. “The zonal plan ... 
presents stability. A tribal fisher knows where to fish and can plan. There is a long-term sense of management 
and accountability. There is a separation of treaty and non-treaty fishers in certain areas, separating different 
users in space so as to reduce conflicts and provide certainty. The zonal plan is much superior for lake trout 
harvest. It avoids the adverse impact on lake trout, so important to the fishery, by creating separate zones for 
whitefish [gillnet] efforts and lake trout rehabilitation areas 

He also argued zonal plans allowed for long-term stability that allowed for economic development of the fish-
ery and its markets and for long-range resource management plans to be carried out by the various agencies. 
“The zonal plan ... presents stability. A tribal fisher knows where to fish and can plan. There is a long-term 
sense of management and accountability. There is a separation of treaty and non-treaty fishers in certain are-
as, separating different users in space so as to reduce conflicts and provide certainty. The zonal plan is much 
superior for lake trout harvest. It avoids the adverse impact on lake trout, so important to the fishery, by creat-
ing separate zones for whitefish [gillnet] efforts and lake trout rehabilitation areas ....the focus of the zonal 
plan is to locate tribes proximately to where they live. The zonal plan, for the most part, discourages a 
‘racehorse’ fishery and gives the tribes the opportunity to regulate the fishery over time.” And further: “The 
zonal plan takes into account that not all portions of the lakes are suitable for a small-boat fishery, since some 
areas are suitable for tugs and trap nets”. The same is true for recreational anglers, who fish predominantly 
out of small boats.   

Collaborative approach. 

Data sharing is fundamental to collaboration as well as to science-based management. “It must be obvious to 
all that it is good for the fishery management to share information and data with each other. The stipulated 
agreement provides for this and requires the exchange of data, and provided for funding for the production 
of more information.” “Cooperation is essential for if there is none all will try to exploit the source at the ex-
pense of the others, the fishery suffers and some, particularly small-boat fishers, suffer dramatically.  His prefer-
ence for a zonal plan was based on the need to assure that different elements of the fishery, with different gear efficien-
cies, would be able to achieve their equitable share of harvest. He also argued zonal plans allowed for long-term stabil-
ity that allowed for economic development of the fishery and its markets and for long-range resource management 
plans to be carried out by the various agencies. “The zonal plan ... presents stability. A tribal fisher knows where to fish 
and can plan. There is a long-term sense of management and accountability. There is a separation of treaty and non-
treaty fishers in certain areas, separating different users in space so as to reduce conflicts and provide certainty. The 
zonal plan is much superior for lake trout harvest. It avoids the adverse impact on lake trout, so important to the fishery, 
by creating separate zones for whitefish [gillnet] efforts and lake trout rehabilitation areas. He also argued zonal plans 
allowed for long-term stability that allowed for economic development of the fishery and its markets and for long-range 
resource management plans to be carried out by the various agencies. “The zonal plan ... presents stability. A tribal fisher 
knows where to fish and can plan.  

(Continues on page 5, see CPMR Update)                                                                                     
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There is a long-term sense of management and accountability. There is a separation of treaty and non-treaty fishers in 
certain areas, separating different users in space so as to reduce conflicts and provide certainty. The zonal plan is much 
superior for lake trout harvest. It avoids the adverse impact on lake trout, so important to the fishery, by creating sepa-
rate zones for whitefish [gillnet] efforts and lake trout rehabilitation areas ....the focus of the zonal plan is to locate tribes 
proximately to where they live. The zonal plan, for the most part, discourages a ‘racehorse’ fishery and gives the tribes 
the opportunity to regulate the fishery over time.” And further: “The zonal plan takes into account that not all portions 
of the lakes are suitable for a small-boat fishery, since some areas are suitable for tugs and trap nets”. The same is true 
for recreational anglers, who fish predominantly out of small boats.  

     Collaborative approach. 

Data sharing is fundamental to collaboration as well as to science-based management. “It must be obvious to all that it 
is good for the fishery management to share information and data with each other. The stipulated agreement provides 
for this and requires the exchange of data, and provided for funding for the production of more information.” 
“Cooperation is essential for if there is none all will try to exploit the source at the expense of the others, the fishery suf-
fers and some, particularly small-boat fishers, suffer dramatically. The zonal plan encourages cooperation, causing, 
among other matters, increased cooperation from the state because there will now be, under the zonal plan, a common 
interest which was not being served heretofore.”  The Great Lakes, being inter-state and international water, are man-
aged collaboratively under the aegis of the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission and the negotiating parties are signatory 
to the GLFC Joint Strategic Plan for Managing Great Lakes Fisheries. Judge Enslen recognized the coordinating role of 
the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, first reciting its origins in law and then listing its principal roles in Great Lakes Fish-
eries: “GLFC has two major responsibilities: First, to develop coordinated programs of research in the Great Lakes and, 
on the basis of the findings, recommend measures that will permit the maximum sustained productivity of stocks of fish 
of common concern; the second, to formulate and implement a program to eradicate or minimize sea lamprey...”. “The 
GLFC has created a lake committee for each of the five Great Lakes. Each lake committee is presently composed of sen-
ior fishery management personnel from provincial and state [and more recently tribal] resource agencies...” These com-
mittees and their respective ‘technical committees’ lead in collaborative approaches “with technical problems that need 
resolution” by appointing “ad hoc or standing technical committees composed of scientific and technical specialists ... 
and charge these specialists with devising the most scientifically justifiable recommendations. These recommenda-
tions ... are submitted to the lake committee for endorsement and incorporation into fishery management strategies.” 
Lake trout rehabilitation is a long-standing “technical problem” for the technical committees. “Lake trout rehabilitation 
plans are now completed for each of the three lakes and have been approved by the respective lake committees”. Pres-
ently, the lake committees are turning their attention to the crisis of whitefish recruitment failure, its causes and possible 
solutions. Management decisions that largely ignore interstate and international obligations and opportunities to col-
laborate, as called for by the Joint Strategic Plan, would undermine important elements of interjurisdictional lake trout 
rehabilitation plans and other initiatives of the GLFC lake committees and turn a blind eye to the variety of technical and 
scientific expertise available in the Great Lakes arena that could assist in model improvement and in diagnosis of white-
fish recruitment failure. 
 
 
(March	2022	Fishin	Tales	III	issue	will	continue	this	dialog	presenting	“Criteria	for	a	start-

ing	point	in	negotiations	for	a	renewed	Consent	Decree)																																																																						



 



 

Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

 

This from Facebook: 
If you are not happy single, you won’t be happy married.  Happiness 
comes from boats, not relationships. 

Upcoming Dates 
Feb 19, AOTY Bay City Walleye 
Feb 22, Member Meeting Club 54 
March 3 Sportsmans Dinner 
March 15 BOD Mtg  
March 26 AOTY Manistee River 
March 29 Member Mtg Club 54 
April 12 BOD Meeting 
April 23 AOTY AuSable River 


