
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHERY SINCE 1974 

DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 
 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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AuSable River Angler of the Year OuƟng April 23 

 
The fourth AOTY ouƟng for 2022 will be held on the Au Sable River on Saturday, April 
23.  CompeƟƟon will be best three steelhead by weight.  If necessary, length of the 
largest fish will be the Ɵebreaker.  Fishing Ɵmes are 6:00 am unƟl 1 pm but you must 
be at the weigh-in by 1 pm so plan your Ɵme accordingly.  The weigh-in will be at the 
Au Sable River Store, 680 West River Road in Oscoda.  To register for this ouƟng, call or 
text Gary Gross on 586-291-1290.  Gary will need to know the names of each compeƟ-
tor and how many compeƟtors will be there.  You will be considered in the big fish 
compeƟƟon unless you op-out of big fish during your registraƟon.  Top three fish will 
split the prize pool 1st 50%, 2nd 30%, and 3rd 20%.  Stay in contact with the DAS mes-
sage board for changes in iƟnerary and for motel accommodaƟon informaƟon.       

 

April 26 Membership MeeƟng Club 54 

For our April 26, 2022 Membership MeeƟng we introduce: 
Trout Scout  

Charters 
Fish With Experience 

Captain Ed Rutherford has been featured in October Life, Great Lakes 
Fisherman, and many other publicaƟons.  Ed is the winner of numerous 
tournament and contests, and has been awarded “Captain of the  Year” 
by his peers. 
 

 Lowrance Pro Staffer  Fish Hawk 
 Silver Streak   Off Shore Tackle 
 Shimano Tackle   Pure Fishing Research Teams 
 

(989) 654-2681 

April 2022 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
 

Jim Zanke 
President 

Donations, PA, Shows 
586-489-2041 

  
Bob Feisel 

Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504  
 

ROD ELNICK 
Treasurer 

Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships 
 586-214-8812  

 
James Anderson 
Secretary, AOTY 
313-330-3680 

 
TOM GORGUZE 

Speakers & Education;  
Hats, Shirts & Jackets, Publicity 

Newsletter  
248-343-8397 

  
BLAISE PEWINSKI 

 AOTY, Speakers/Education, Shirts/
Hats 

248-890-4517 
 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

 586-530-9171 
 

Nathan Case 
Boat trolling 

248-730-2591 
 

STEVE PROUT 
 Membership, Publicity  

810 923-1670 
  

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner 

586-615-7459 
 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, newsletter 

 586-531-9198 
 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier 

586 457-4073 
 

Anthony Lewis 
  

517-449-3036 
 
 

Assistants 
 

STEVE HAMITON 
Club Historian  

 
LINDA BANBURY 

Special People 
 

MARY KARAKAS 
Special People 

 
Mark Wyrick 

Raffles 
 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

 
CHRIS NYTKO    

Facebook 
 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS 

22nd Annual Detroit Area Steelheaders Sportsman Dinner 
March 3, 2022—Shelby Gardens 50265 Van Dyke, Shelby Twp.   

Following many months of COVID restricƟons prevenƟng large gatherings and requirements 
of social-distancing, the DAS 22nd annual sportsman’s dinner returned and it was a joy to 
aƩend.  Carl VenƟmiglia and his dinner crew put together a very enjoyable evening complete 
with dinner prepared by Country Smokehouse.  There were gun raffles, prize raffles, 50:50 
drawings, and MC Billy Hoffman kept the aƩendees entertained as he led us through an 
evening of trivia and fun.  Thank you to all club members and others who helped to make 
this evening possible.  Thank you to all aƩendees who helped make our annual, major fund-
raiser possible.  The proceeds from this dinner make it possible for DAS to support our schol-
arships, chariƟes, and club acƟviƟes.  Thanks again to all who helped out.    

 



Page 3—Results—Manistee River Steelhead — Saturday March 26, 2022 

The Saturday, March 26 Fish-Off with Metro West was completed on a bitter cold, windy day on the Manistee River.  
The fishing was not great but DAS retained the spring, steelhead, fish-off trophy.  Despite the cold and wind, DAS had 
nineteen competitors (18 members and 1 tag-along), while Metro West showed up with fifteen fisherman.   
The south side of the river was the place to be as, that’s where all six of the DAS fish were caught.  In total, 67.78 
pounds of fish were brought to shore.  The DAS winner was Dino Raptis with his 14.84# steelhead.  Second belonged 
to Laurie Gamblin with 11.55#’s, Third was Roger Paradise with his 10.17# fish.  James Anderson 4th with 9.33#’s and 
Samuel Anderson 5th with 6.97#’s were the other two DAS members who brought in fish.   
The non-member tag-along, Spencer McOsar, earner big fish honors with his 14.92# steelhead winning 50% of the big-
fish pool.  Second big-fish and 30% was taken with Dino Raptis’ 14.84# fish and Laurie Gamblin earned third place and 
20% of the pool.   
DAS gained one new member at this event, Please welcome new member Kevin Longly when you meet him.    
 
  
          



 
Saturday April 30, 2022.  West Basin Marina, St Joseph, MI. 
Register before 7 pm of the Thursday prior to the tournament (preferably sooner) on-line at  

hƩps://detroitsteelheaders.com/2022-entry-form , or contact tournament director Bob Feisel (248-765-2504).   

The entry fee, which includes lunch, is only $20/boat.  The opƟonal Big Fish bet is also $20/boat.  Fees will be col-
lected at the weigh-in. 

Tournament start is @ 6:30 am.  Monitor Channel  72 for announcement of start.  
Fish calls @ 9:00 and noon (Channel  72). 
Pull lines @ 1:30 pm.  Be in line at the weigh-in by 2:30 pm. 

The post-tournament lunch at the weigh-in is being provided by port captain Joe Delisi (“Wonder”).   
The St Joseph area is known for early season Coho and Lake Trout, but Kings can also be plenƟful.  The water tempera-
ture will be cold from top to boƩom.  Try to find some warmer water.  Some captains will fish close to shore in 25-60 Ō 
of water, or run 10 miles south to the warm water discharge from the Cook nuclear power plant.  SomeƟmes the weath-
er condiƟons will sƟr up the lake boƩom sediments, causing the shallow water to get chalky.  When this happens you 
might do beƩer in deeper water.  The early spring fish fight like heck, so be prepared for baƩles all the way to your 
boat! 
CAUTION:  Spring rains can cause flooding in the St Joseph river and wash logs, picnic tables, Ɵres, and other debris 
downstream and into Lake Michigan.  Be on the alert, and if you see a hazard use your radio to warn the other captains.  

Kick-off to 2022 DAS Trolling Season At St. Joseph 

 
 
 

 2022 TROLLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE  
      

   START PORT  
 DATE PORT TIME CAPTAIN  
 APRIL 30 ST JOSEPH 6:30 JOE DELISI  

 MAY 21-22 GRAND HA- 6:00 JIM ZANKE  
 JUNE 4 PENTWATER 5:30 PAUL GJELDUM  

 JUNE 18 HARBOR 5:30 JOE VON GRABE  
 JULY 9 PRESQUE ISLE 5:30 BLAISE PEWINSKI  
 JULY 23 MANISTEE 6:00 NATHAN CASE  
 JULY 30 LUDINGTON 6:00 FRED CHARTIER  
 AUGUST 13 FRANKFORT 6:00 TOM GORGUZE  
      



 

 

NEW DAS LOGO GEAR 
We are pleased to debut an assortment of logo items in our pop-
up webstore.  If you would like to purchase any of the pictured 
items, they must be ordered online. This year’s garment selection 
includes a polo, hooded sweatshirt, cotton tee, jacket,  and a per-
formance long sleeve.  Sample garments for sizing will be availa-
ble at our April 26th meeting.  All items are only available for a 
limited time.  Orders must be placed by midnight on May 
11th.  Garments will be available for pick-up at the May 31st 
general membership meeting.  Visit our webstore at: 

http://freshhotshirts.com/steelheaders  



 

Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

Upcoming Dates 
March 29 Membership MeeƟng Club 54 
April 12 BOD MeeƟng 
April 23 AOTY AuSable River Steelhead 
April 26 Membership Mtg Club 54 
April 30 SOTY St Joseph 
May   7  AOTY Walleye Algonac 

Everett McKinley Dirkson: 
“I am a man of unbending principals, the first of which is to be flexible 
at all times”. 


