
PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT LAKES SPORT FISHERY SINCE 1974 

DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 
 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: www.facebook.com/groups/ 

         

Index 
¨ 1 July 26 Mtg Recap 
¨ 1 Aug 30 Memb Mtg  
¨ 2 July 23 Manistee 
¨ 2 July 30 Ludington 
¨ 2 Board of Directors 
¨ 2 Membership Ap-

plication  
¨ 3 AOTY Standings 
¨ 3 SOTY Standings 
¨ 4 Consent Decree 

Negotiiations 
¨ 5 Consent Decree      

Negotiations 
¨ 6 Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 

 
July 26 Member MeeƟng Family Pot-Luck 

 I was not able to aƩend the 2022 family pot-luck this year but I did check-in via     
Zoom.  What I saw via Zom was:  The meeƟng was well aƩended, there was plenty 
of food, a short business meeƟng was conducted in order to deal with upcoming 
events, and people appeared to be having a good Ɵme.  What more could you ask 
for.  I hope we conƟnue to hold this event in future years and if I get a vote, I vote 
yes.  Dan Chisholm  

August 30, 2022 Membership MeeƟng at River Bends Park  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do not miss Roger Hinchcliff, if you do not learn something, you are 
not listening!!  There will be a special raffle for a Lamiglas Rod also.  
Its “bring a friend day” and we will be giving away a membership to 
one of the guests. 
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July 23, 2022 Manistee SOTY - Recap 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
 

Jim Zanke 
President 

Donations, PA, Shows 
586-489-2041 

  
Bob Feisel 

Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504  
 

ROD ELNICK 
Treasurer 

Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships 
 586-214-8812  

 
James Anderson 
Secretary, AOTY 
313-330-3680 

 
TOM GORGUZE 

Speakers & Education;  
Hats, Shirts & Jackets, Publicity 

Newsletter  
248-343-8397 

  
BLAISE PEWINSKI 

 AOTY, Speakers/Education, Shirts/
Hats 

248-890-4517 
 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

 586-530-9171 
 

Nathan Case 
Boat trolling 

248-730-2591 
 

STEVE PROUT 
 Membership, Publicity  

810 923-1670 
  

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner 

586-615-7459 
 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, newsletter 

 586-531-9198 
 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier 

586 457-4073 
 

Anthony Lewis 
  

517-449-3036 
 
 

Assistants 
 

STEVE HAMITON 
Club Historian  

 
LINDA BANBURY 

Special People 
 

MARY KARAKAS 
Special People 

 
Mark Wyrick 

Raffles 
 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

 
CHRIS NYTKO    

Facebook 
 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

Thanks to Anna Kulpa for this recap of the Manistee SOTY tournament: 
  
Detroit Area Steelheaders SOTY Manistee.  It was warm and somewhat humid for DAS 
members, creaƟng a slight choppy ride for those who fished out of Manistee.  The day got 
warmer and the wind came down and than went back up.  Just as soon as lines went down 
at 6 am the fun began as many DAS members started reeling in the Kings.  Many fish were 
caught and early in the day.  Big Thanks to Nate Case Sr. and Nate Case Jr. for hosƟng the 
ouƟng and providing a wonderful lunch of fried chicken, ham, potato and macaroni salad, 
plus the amazing cakes as well. Thanks to all members who parƟcipated It was a wonderful 
Ɵme fishing with friends and making wonderful memories. See you all at the next ouƟng!! 
FISH ON!!  

 Ludington July 30, 2022 SOTY Tournament Recap
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Skipper of the Year Standings 



The following informaƟon is a Press Release issued by the “Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fisher-
man’s AssociaƟon” issued on July 14, 2022.  Permission was granted allowing DAS to reproduce the 
Press Release in this newsleƩer.  

Angling groups say State is not protecƟng its interests in ongoing Tribal negoƟaƟons  
 
HOLLAND, MICH – A coaliƟon of conservaƟon organizaƟons filed a moƟon to intervene Wednesday in the ongoing 
consent decree negoƟaƟons between the State of Michigan, federal government and five sovereign NaƟve American 
tribes. Judge Paul Maloney will decide on the moƟon, filed in a Western Michigan federal court.  
 
The CoaliƟon to Protect Michigan Resources (“CPMR”) has its roots in a 1979 court ruling that affirmed rights under 
an 1836 Treaty. In 1984, the CoaliƟon was granted amicus status as the first agreement on fishing rights was negoƟat-
ed and has worked closely on each iteraƟon of the decree since.  
 
A Great Lakes Consent Decree governs fishing regulaƟons in certain waters of lakes Michigan and Huron from Grand 
haven north around the Ɵp of the miƩ to Alpena and most of eastern Lake Superior. Primarily, the decree governs the 
balance between recreaƟonal and tribal commercial fishing of lake trout and whitefish in waters in the treaty of 1836 
through a zonal approach.  
 
The moƟon states “the breakdown in the relaƟonship with the State has goƩen to the point that Intervenors believe 
the Great Lakes fishery resources are threatened through the abandonment of sound biological principles that we 
believe should guide decisions related to the fishery, abandonment of a roughly 50-50 shared allocaƟon of the fishery 
set forth in the 2000 Decree and abandonment of terms from the 2000 Decree that have allowed tribal commercial 
and state recreaƟonal fisheries to coexist for decades.”  
 
The State of Michigan and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) are not protecƟng the interests of 
recreaƟonal anglers in ongoing negoƟaƟons. Pressures have increased to finalize a decree quickly rather than trying 
to address areas of possible conflict, said CPMR President Tony Radenjovich. He said that this has limited the Coali-
Ɵon’s ability to defend the interests of its members.  
 
“The State is not protecƟng the interests of our members who are sport fishermen, charter boat captains, conserva-
Ɵonists, boaters, paddlers and users of our Great Lakes,” Radenjovich said. “The increased urgency to finalize a de-
cree has not included the CoaliƟon.”  
 

The CoaliƟon to Protect Michigan Resources  
CPMR is made up of a board of directors whose members include the Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fishermen’s 
AssociaƟon (MSSFA), Michigan Charter Boat AssociaƟon (MCBA), Michigan United ConservaƟon Clubs (MUCC), and 
Hammond Bay Area Anglers AssociaƟon. It includes numerous other supporƟng groups throughout the state.  
 
CPMR is joined in the filing by Bay de Noc Great Lakes Sporƞishermen, and other amicus to the ongoing negoƟaƟons. 
Members of CPMR and all parƟes to the negoƟaƟons are bound by non-disclosure agreements — this limits the abil-
ity to discuss specific proposals related to zones, gear and enforcement.  
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  Page 5         Consent Decree NegoƟaƟons (Cont) 
Dennis Eade, MSSFA execuƟve director, said “Sport fishermen deserve to have their concerns considered at the negoƟ-
aƟons table and recent pressure to finalize a decree has caused the State of Michigan and DNR to abandon the recrea-
Ɵonal angling interests and force our CoaliƟon out of the negoƟaƟng room. CPMR has not received the same partner-
ship role as an amicus from the state as in all past decrees which have allowed tribal commercial and state recreaƟonal 
fishermen to coexist for decades.”  
 

DNR not protecƟng anglers’ interests  
Since the first decree was adopted by the court in 1985, the parƟes have agreed upon a roughly 50-50 shared alloca-
Ɵon of the fishery resource.  
 
Radenjovich said that during this recent round of negoƟaƟons, CPMR members have not been allowed to parƟcipate at 
the negoƟaƟng table in a meaningful way.  
 
“The lasƟng effects of this decree will reverberate throughout all of the port towns, small communiƟes and industries 
that rely on healthy, sustainable fisheries to support them,” Radenjovich said. “Our members are anglers, conservaƟon-
ists and boaters who have been partners of the State in these negoƟaƟons for 40 years. “ 

A short history of the 1985 and 2000 decree 
The 1985 agreement allocated the fishery among the parƟes by lake, tribal and recreaƟonal zones, species and catch 
limits. It was premised on a roughly 50-50 allocaƟon of the fishery between state and tribal fishers.  
 
The tribes were principally allocated whitefish stocks and the state was principally allocated salmon stocks. Lake trout 
stocks were shared with the allocaƟon to each party differing based on the area of the Great Lakes at issue.  
 
Generally, the tribes were allocated more lake trout in areas where they were pursuing whitefish and state licensed 
fishers were allocated more lake trout in tradiƟonal recreaƟonal fishing areas. The zones created for reduced gear con-
flict between commercial nets — parƟcularly gill nets — and tradiƟonal sport fishing gear.  
 
The 2000 decree took a slightly different approach to achieve a roughly equally-shared fishery. The agreement created 
commercial fishing zones where Tribal or state-licensed commercial fishing was permiƩed. Within those zones, certain 
areas had gear limitaƟons (such as trap net only areas), closed areas (such as near harbor mouths or near refuges re-
served for lake trout rehabilitaƟon) and reserved areas designated for a parƟcular tribe and fishing pracƟce.  

A changed fishery 
Since 2000, the Great Lakes fishery has changed. Whitefish generally reserved to the tribes and salmon generally re-
served for recreaƟonal anglers are not as plenƟful.  
 
For whitefish, the harvest by both state and tribal fishers in lakes Michigan and Huron is less than half what it was sev-
eral years ago. For salmon, both state and tribal harvests of Chinook salmon are 25 percent of what they were at their 
peak 20 years ago.  
 
Lake trout natural reproducƟon is under duress in some parts of the lakes. Preserving lake trout spawning stocks will be 
criƟcal to the future of that fishery, said Jim Johnson, CPMR member and former DNR fisheries biologist.  
 
“Reasons for the decline are not a secret,” Johnson said. “All parƟes involved should be working to rehabilitate the lake 
trout and whitefish fisheries. All of us depend on healthy fish stocks that we can share equally.”  
 
A sustainable lake trout fishery is now especially important. The near collapse of whitefish and declines in salmon mean 
lake trout could prove to be the mainstay of lakes Huron and Michigan fisheries now and long into the future.  
 
www.mssfa.org/ # # # Michigan Steelhead & Salmon Fishermen’s AssociaƟon/PO Box 8034/Holland, MI 49422  



 

Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

Upcoming Dates 
 
August “NO” Board of Directors MeeƟng 
August 30 Member Mtg River Bends Park 
Sept 10 AOTY Perch-OuƟng Lake St Clair 
September 13 Board of Directors Mtg 
July 30 Ludington SOTY 
Sept 27 Member Mtg River Bends Park 

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. 
IT DOES!” 

William James 


