
DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 
 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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Tuesday, May 30, 2023 Membership Mee ng 
River Bends Park  (Recap) 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT  
LAKES SPORT FISHERY SINCE 1974  

June 27, 2023 Membership Mee ng  
7:00 PM at River Bends Park  

 

Thanks to our connec on with long me member Mark Wil-
liams, we will benefit from hearing from Captain Paul 
Vanderwall who runs a 31’ Tiara out of Grand Haven named the 
Alure.  He will be talking about summer salmon tac cs on lake 
Michigan. He knows the Ludington , Manistee area very well.  
Should be a very informa ve talk at the right me of the year.                                                
Tight lines and see you there.  

NOAA Na onal Weather Service speakers Kyle Tilley and Brian 
Kleis, based out of the White Lake State Recrea on Area, WFO 
Detroit/Pon ac, explained to DAS members the details involved in 
weather predic on.  The use of weather balloons to predict tem-
perature, wind, precipita on, and humidity was fascina ng and 
useful to us as boaters on the Great Lakes.  The balloons collect 
the data, data is interpreted, and then disseminated to us.  I 
thought it was fascina ng.  
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Remaining 2023 AOTY Event Schedule  
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
 

Jim Zanke 
President 

Donations, Meeting PA, Shows 
586-489-2041 

  
Bob Feisel 

Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504  
 

ROD ELNICK 
Treasurer 

Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships, 
Raffles, Donations 

 586-214-8812  
 

James Anderson 
Secretary, Shows 

313-330-3680 
 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, AOTY Co, Lake 
Mich Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 

248-890-4517 
 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

 586-530-9171 
 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 
 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY 

  
CARL VENTIMIGLIA 

Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 
586-615-7459 

 
 Bob Ksionzek 

Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB 
 586-531-9198 

 
Bob Paradise 

AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 
Rvents 

586 457-4073 
 

Virginia Williams 
Shirts and Hats, Publicity Co, Web-

site/FB Co 
 
 

Assistants 
 

STEVE HAMITON 
Club Historian 

 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

 
Mark Wyrick 

Raffles 
 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

 
CHRIS NYTKO    

Facebook 
 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

      Date    Loca on          Port Captain/Coordinator 
June 10, 2023  St. Clair River St. Clair Harbor (Walleye) Rob Pinsky 
June 10/11, 2023* Auburn Hills Kids Ou ng   
 *This will not be scored as an Angler ou ng.  It is a separate 

event.  
July 15, 2023 Au Gres (Walleye)    Gary Gross 
September 9, 2023 Lake St. Clair Harley Ensign Ramp (Perch) Gaspare Aragona 
September 30, 2023 Manistee River (Steelhead/Salmon)              J. Anderson/L.Gamblin 
October 14, 2023 AuSable River (Steelhead/Salmon)  Gary Gross 
October 28, 2023 Manistee River/Pier/Beach (Steelhead) M. Wyrick/A. Kulpa 
November 4, 2023  Manistee River/Pier/Surf (Steelhead) Bob Paradise 
December 9, 2023 Caseville River (Lake Trout)   Rob Pinsky 

 
Remaining 2023 Boat Trolling tournaments: 
DATE  PORT   PORT CAPTAIN TIMES 
 
JUNE  3 HARBOR BEACH JOE VON GRABE 5:30 AM – 1 PM 
JULY  8  PRESQUE ISLE  BLAISE PEWINSKI 5:30 AM -  1 PM 
JULY  22  MANISTEE  SCOTT CAMPBELL 6 AM – 1 PM 
AUGUST  5 LUDINGTON  FRED CHARTIER 6 AM – 1 PM 
AUGUST  12  FRANKFORT  NATE CASE  6 AM – 1 PM 
 
 

Remaining 2023 SOTY Event Schedule                                       



Pg 3  Angler of the Year Ou ng Saturday, May 13 Algonac (Walleye) 

  

                      Angler of the Year Overall Standings   
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This is Anna Kulpa’s excellent report on the May 13 Algonac Walleye ou ng: 
 
Detroit Area Steelheaders AOTY Ou ng Algonac St. Clair River 5 Best Walleye. On Saturday May 13, 42 
DAS members made their way to the Algonac DNR boat launch and headed out on the river in search of 
walleye. The morning was a bit chillier and windier than expected with some cloud cover. DAS members 
fished all over the St. Clair River from south of the launch all the way to Marysville on the U.S. and Ca-
nadian side. Fishing was a bit difficult, a lot of the fish were small and not in the areas as expected to 
be.  Although some members were able to find fish and of quality size.  Eventually the warm sun came 
out at the end of the ou ng making it a beau ful day. First place, went to Mark Wyrick, Second place, 
Anna Kulpa, and Third, Andrew Stockton. 1st Big Fish went to Mark Kala, 2nd Big Fish went to Bob 
Kzionzek, and third Big Fish Went to Anna Kulpa.  A Big thank you to Tom Gorguze and his wife for 
hos ng the ou ng at their home and providing a wonderful perch and walleye fish fry with all the ex-
tras. Thank you to all DAS members who fished the ou ng and making memories doing what we love to 
do  See you all at the next AOTY Ou ng on June 10 in St. Clair on the St. Clair River for Walleye. FISH ON   
 
 

               Algonac AOTY Walleye Ou ng May 13 
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 Pg 6                       Skipper-of-the-Year Trolling Tournament  
  May 20/21, 2023 Grand Haven two-Day 

Grand Haven 2023 
 First off, I would like to welcome two new boats to our fishing tournaments, Silent 
Majority and Miss Adventure!  It’s always great to get new people to par cipate. We had 
9 boats and 27 par cipants. A great turnout.  As always, the weather played a key role in 
fishing. We pre-fished Thursday a ernoon and Friday mid-day. Friday’s weather was iffy in 
the morning with showers and possible thunderstorms. It cleared up by 10 am. We caught 
2 fish each day and thought it was going to be another sca ered fish weekend. Saturday 
morning winds were quite high at 14 mph out of the Northwest and building. Because of 
the small cra  advisory, the tournament was cancelled for the day. Those that wanted to 
brave the wind and waves could go out on their own. Even though fishing was cancelled, 
we had a nice lunch of taco, Spanish rice, and nachos. 
 Because Grand Haven is a two-day tournament, we fished Sunday from 6am to 
11am. The weather calmed down considerably, and all 9 boats went out. All caught fish! 
Wonder came in first place with 10 fish. They also had the big king at 15.05 lbs. Equilizer 
came in second with 9 fish. Sloppy Joe caught 10 and came in third. Silent Majority caught 
10 , in fourth. Lake Buzzard caught 7, in fi h. Vicki’s Secret came in sixth with 4 fish. They 
also had the big laker at 7.10 lbs. Rangy Lil came in seventh with 6 fish. Miss Adventure 
caught 4 and came in eighth place. They won the steelhead por on of the big fish pool by 
lo ery because no steelhead were caught. Hardtop & Tails came nineth, but we were hap-
py just to catch 5 fish.  
 All in all, it was a good weekend. Thanks to all the boaters that par cipated.  
 Jim Zanke – Port Captain 



Pg 7    Grand Haven SOTY Tournament Pictures          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pg 8    Grand Haven SOTY Tournament Pictures          

 
 
 
 



Pg 9              Skipper-of-the Year Tournament June 3 Harbor Beach 

Harbor Beach 6/3/2023 
 
What a beau ful morning we had at Harbor Beach this year. Not too cold, not too hot, 
no bugs to speak of, and one footers to start out with. The seas did build a li le as the 
day progressed, but since most if not all the boats fished north, the ride back to port 
was no problem as the wind was out of east northeast.  
Not sure what a Lake Huron Grand Slam is but the Lake Michigan version is when you 
catch a King, Coho, Laker, Steelhead and a Brown. For this tournament, (as a club), we 
were just short a Brown Trout of ge ng what I’ll coin as ge ng a Super Grand Slam.  
Weighed in were a King, three Cohos, three Atlan cs, five Steelhead and lots of Lakers. 
Many Pink Salmon were also caught that didn’t weigh.  
For us, we started out off of Port Hope in about 93 fow. A er we had a few lines set we 
had our first fish on and then a few minutes later our second and third. It looked like it 
was going to be a good day. The rest of the day we just picked away at them at about a 
fish per hour rate. All of our early ac on came off of the riggers with nothing coming on 
our coppers or dipseys. Around eleven o’clock, we took off the coppers and switched 
them to a seven color, half core and a high line with a Thin Fin on it. The High Line quick-
ly took two Steelhead and the seven color a nice Laker. At the same me, a dipsey finally 
went. Four fish in about fi een minutes. I wish I had run a couple of High Lines all day.  
We had nine club boats entered with one guest boat, “The Lund”, invited to join us. The 
guest boat didn’t end up fishing with us but he contacted me a er and said he planned 
on joining our club. 
At the first fish call, Lake Buzzard and Wonder reported six fish each. The second fish call 
had Lake Buzzard with ten, Wonder with seven, Miss-Adventure with seven, and Sloppy 
Joe with six.  
At the weigh-in, everyone enjoyed Subs and Wraps from Subway, along with cookies and 
assorted chips.  
Lake Buzzard took first place, with Wonder second and Miss-Adventure third. There was 
less than a pound difference between first and second place. Miss-Adventure took the 
big Salmon prize of $70, with big Steelhead going to Equalizer and big Laker to Wonder.  
Joe von Grabe 
“Sloppy Joe” 
(Editors Note: we went to press just before the Harbor Beach results were published.  The Harbor 
Beach results and SOTY 2023 results can be located on the DAS Message Board now, and we be on 
display in the July issue of Fishin Tales III.  Pictures will be included). 



 

Pg 10        Angler-of-the Year Ou ng June 10 St. Clair River Walleye  

This event will be held at the:   
St. Clair Boat Harbor, 902 S. 2nd. Street, St. Clair, Mi. 48079 
Phone: 810-329-4125              stclairboatharbor.com 
They do rent slips if anyone would like to overnight.                                                                     
  
To enter simply TEXT me, Rob Pinskey at (810)543-3191 by 4:00 pm. Friday June 9th. 2023 so I can fi-
nalize the food for the lunch. 
For boat entry: Include the captains name and phone number first, followed by all other anglers' 
names (first and last) on board. 
 
Entry fees are $15.00 per person which includes the lunch plus Big fish pool is an addi onal $10.00 . 
You may opt out of big fish if you choose but everyone on board will either be IN or opt OUT. 
Be sure to let me know in your entry text if you are op ng out or you will be considered IN and re-
quired to pay the big fish pool fee. 
 
If you are fishing from shore, just text your name and that you want to par cipate. The entry fees will 
be the same.   
 
This is an individual event for AOTY (Angler Of The Year). 
YOU MUST KEEP EACH PERSON'S FISH SEPERATE AND IDENTIFIED. 
 
We will strictly follow the DNR  15" minimum size rule. 
The limit is 6 fish per person, but we will count your best 5 fish by weight plus 5 points per fish. 
Any es will be determined by length of fish. 
 
Boundaries are the St. Clair River only from the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron down to where the 
North, Middle and South Channels enter Lake St. Clair. 
Canadian waters are included. Of course, be sure to have a Canadian License and follow all Canadian 
fishing regula ons.  
 
You may start fishing at 5:30 am. You must pull lines by 12:00 noon., Coolers MUST BE IN LINE BY 1:30 
pm.  BE SURE TO ALLOW ENOUGH TIME OR MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO DROP OFF YOUR COOLERS AND 
HAVE THEM IN LINE ON TIME. 
 
The launch ramp does get backed up and you may be wai ng a while to pull your boat out. Have some-
body get your fish cooler in line on me! 
 
Weigh-in and picnic will be at the second Pavilion S. of the marina office (same place as past years 
events).  



The water level has gone down more since last year's event. 
There should be plenty of height for almost any of our fishing boats to pass under the 
drawbridge without any concerns. 
The drawbridge doesn't operate un l 8:00 am. and then every half hour. 
If you think you will have an issue with your boat passing under the bridge we will make an 
excep on and you will be allowed to launch at the Marysville ramp. 
This is the ONLY excep on and the ONLY alternate launch ramp. Contact me Rob Pinskey, 
by text @ 810 543-3191  
The most popular way to catch Walleye at this me of year will be dragging crawler har-
nesses. 
Some fish are also s ll caught by ver cal jigging.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all at this event! Fishing is usually pre y good at this me of 
year!  Come on out and have some fun and catch some Walleye! 
                                    Tight Lines, Rob Pinskey & Ed Paehlig 

 

Pg 11                              AOTY Com nua on 
 Angler-of-the Year Ou ng June 10 St. Clair River Walleye  

 
        Angler-of-the Year Ou ng July 15  Au Gres    (Walleye)  

The Au Gres ou ng will be on July 15th. Walleys only. 

 

 

Start me will be at 6:00 am. Pull lines at 1:00 pm . Weigh in will be at 2:00 pm at the fish 
cleaning sta on on Water Street South of the river next to a water park . Look for the big 
gray building .  If the parking lot is full you can park on Water Street. 

$15 for registra on and $10 for op onal big fish pool.  Please call Gary by Wednesday be-
fore the ou ng at 586-291-1290.  

The M-65 Bait Shop will be open at 0530 on the day of our ou ng.  The address is 302 S 
Main Street.  They have everything you need. 
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The 2023 DAS on-line store is s ll a work in progress but 
below is a preview of the items under considera on.  
There also may be travel cups and mugs as addi onal se-
lec ons available. 



Pg 13 Consent Decree Informa on as forwarded to DAS by our LMCFAC representa ve     
 Mark Williams.  This informa on has previously been available on our Web site    
      and through e-mail blast  

Consent Decree Update 

Back-to-back court dates scheduled for this month could determine whether a proposed consent decree between 
the state, feds, and five sovereign tribes will cause drastic impacts to parts of our Great Lakes fishery. 

An existing Great Lakes Consent Decree signed in 2000 governs fishing regulations in certain waters of lakes Michi-
gan and Huron from Grand Haven north around the tip of the mitt to Alpena and most of eastern Lake Superior. 
The 2000 decree balanced recreational and Tribal commercial fishing of lake trout and whitefish through a zonal 
approach. That decree was set to expire in 2020 but has been extended by the court while a successor decree has 
been negotiated by the parties. 

Since 1985, two decrees governing allocations have been in place. The foundation of those decrees was that our 
Great Lakes fisheries should be equally split between the parties. 

Tony Radjenovich, President of Coalition to Protect Michigan Resources (CPMR) said the sport and recreational 
fishery was not represented during these negotiations. 

“Last year, it became clear that the State of Michigan and its Department of Natural Resources had abandoned the 
principle of a shared fishery and were more concerned about placating the tribes,” Radjenovich said. “Recreational 
anglers have little recourse for the biological damage that will occur in traditional recreational zones.” 

The current proposed consent decree represents a deal that CPMR was excluded from providing input on. CPMR 
believes it will jeopardize the Great Lakes fishery and the interests of recreational anglers around the state. In re-
sponse, CPMR has launched a legal fight to seek significant changes to the currently proposed consent decree be-
fore it is entered and controls the parties for several more decades.  

May 3, 2023: Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals 
In June of 2022, the relationship between the Michigan DNR and the Coalition broke down. As soon as it became 
clear in July that there was disagreement over the outcome and a real lack of any chance to have input into the 
negotiations through the State, CPMR filed a motion to intervene, which  was subsequently denied by the District 
Court in August. CPMR asked the District Court to reconsider its decision, but those efforts were again denied in 
early October. 

An appeal was promptly filed with the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in October, asking that the ruling of the Dis-
trict Court be overturned and the organization be included in the ongoing proceedings as a full party. The State, 
Tribes, and federal government oppose this appeal. 

On May 3, attorneys from CPMR will present its case for intervention to the Cincinnati court in hopes of getting 
CPMR a seat at the table. 

May 24-25, 2023: Oral Arguments to Decree 
When denying the intervention of CPMR in August of 2022, the Judge announced his intent to allow CPMR and its 
attorneys to present oral arguments on its objections to the proposed decree.  

Three key points attorneys will focus on are the abandonment of the Court’s previous holding that the fish-
ery resource is shared between the parties, the expansion of gillnets by area and season that will decimate and 
destabilize the fisheries as science and past experience shows, and the lack of any agreed-upon mortality rates to 
limit overharvest of the fishery, setting the stocks back decades.  



  Pg 14          Lake Michigan Ci zens Fishery Advisory Commi ee (LMCFAC)                                    
     Informa on Con nua on               

 

The Coalition has also included several other concerns in its objections, all of which will be heard in May. 

Jim Johnson, retired Lake Huron DNR biologist and CPMR member, said mortality rates must favor natural reproduc-
tion. 

“Mortality targets for lake trout, if set at 40% or lower, produce harvest policy that favors reproduction — it creates 
self-sustaining lake trout populations that are less dependent or independent of stocking,” Johnson said. “Further, 
the mortality rate cannot simply be ignored in favor of increased stocking because stocking is not successful in large 
parts of the Great Lakes, particularly Lake Huron.” 

The premise and foundation of these decrees have been a shared resource, said Amy Trotter, Michigan United Con-
servation Clubs (MUCC) executive director and CPMR board member. 

“Opportunity is not a commodity conservationists are willing to give away with nothing in return — especially given 
that they may now have to use hook and line to compete with gill nets, which are far more effective and lethal, in 
popular recreational fishing zones,” Trotter said. 

In a court-ordered study comparing bycatch of gill nets and trap nets, it was determined that a gillnet fishery in 
northern Lake Huron with a whitefish quota of 240,000 pounds would kill as bycatch the entire harvestable surplus of 
lake trout in that management unit — gill nets could not be fished selectively where lake trout rehabilitation was a 
priority. 

“While it’s true that tribal nations are sovereign, it does not mean that they can abdicate co-management responsi-
bilities,” said Radjenovich. “It is unclear why the DNR negotiated using a tactic it clearly opposes and outlaws for 
Michigan anglers and state-licensed commercial fishers.” 

According to the DNR’s website: 

“Unfortunately, gill nets also indiscriminately harvested all fish species in the targeted size range and produced very 
high levels of bycatch mortality of non-target species… Therefore, in 1972 the DNR banned the use of small-mesh gill 
nets throughout the Great Lakes.” 

What can you do? 

CPMR comprises conservation and angling groups across the state. The four A-share members are MUCC, the Michi-
gan Charter Boat Association, Hammond Bay Area Anglers Association and the Michigan Steelhead and Salmon Fish-
ermen’s Association. 

These organizations have spent over $200,000 fighting to protect our sportfishing heritage and Great Lakes fisheries. 
Other B-share groups throughout Michigan have supplemented their contributions in the tens of thousands.  Detroit 
Area Steelheaders are a B Share member.  

Without CPMR, your voice as an angler and conservationist would not be heard. The Michigan DNR has abandoned 
the principle of a shared fishery. 

There is a GoFundMe set up to help offset the coalition’s legal costs. We need all the help we can get to protect our 
great fishery. 
 



Pg 15      LMCFAC Resolu on 

 



Pg 16   Remaining Detroit Area Steelheader Mee ng Dates and Loca ons 

As a general rule all membership mee ngs are held on the last Tuesday of each month.  There are in-
stances where a holiday may cause an adjustment for that month.  Indoor mee ngs during cold 
months begin at 7:30 pm.  Mee ngs in the River Bends Park* will begin at 7:30 in May but will begin 
earlier as we must adjust for earlier nigh all. 
 
Mee ng Date  Time   Loca on    Speaker 
   
June 27, 2023  7:30  River Bends Park   Capt Paul Vanderwall (Manistee) 
 
July 25, 2023  7:30  River Bends Park   TBD 
 
August 29, 2023  7:30  River Bends Park   James Anderson (shore walleye 
           fishing)  (Club Potluck Picnic and 
           swap meet) 
 
September 26, 2023 7:30  Club 54    TBD 
 
October 31, 2023   7:30  Club 54    Jay Wesley Mich DNR 
 
November 28, 2023 7:30  Club 54    TBD 
 
December 19, 2023 7:30  Club 54 Annual Mtg  Elec ons, awards, celebra on  
           & Salmon Clause 

          
 
 
 
 
              Salmon Salad Recipe  

DAS Newsle er Change of Pace 



 

Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

Upcoming Dates 
June 3  SOTY Harbor Beach 
June 10   AOTY St Clair River Walleye 
June 10/11 Auburn Hills Kids Ou ng (Sat/Sun) 
June 13  Board of Directors Mtg 
June 10  AOTY St. Clair River Walleye 
June 27  Members Mtg (River Bends) 
July  8  SOTY Presque Isle 
July 15  AOTY AuGres Walleye  

Jean Paul Richter 
 

“A mid person is frightened before a danger,  
a coward during the me,  

and a courageous person a erwards”.  


