
DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 
 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

   On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: www.facebook.com/groups/ 
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Tuesday, June 27, 2023 Membership Mee ng 
River Bends Park  (Recap) 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT  
LAKES SPORT FISHERY SINCE 1974  

July 25, 2023 Membership Mee ng  
7:00 PM at River Bends Park  

 

In July we welcome back  a familiar speaker in Dan O’Keefe from 
“Sea Grant”, a federal university partnership program, that uses 
its vast network to assist local coastal communi es in crea ng 
strategic plans that address environmental and ecological needs.  
Dan has been with us many mes and we look forward to hear-
ing what is happening in the Great Lakes and what steps will be 
taken to promote our clubs core values.     

Captain Paul Vanderwall of Alure Charters out of Grand Haven 
shared his many years of experience fishing salmon out of Grand 
Haven, Ludington, and Manistee.  Paul runs a 31’ Tiara and net-
works well with the other charter Captains in the area as an aid to 
finding the fish and staying on them.  Speed, loca on, depth, di-
rec on of troll, and terminal tackle where all shared with DAS 
members.  With Manistee coming up on July 22 and Ludington on 
August 5 this should help our members find some fish.       
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NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Remaining 2023 AOTY Event Schedule  
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 
 

Jim Zanke 
President 

Donations, Meeting PA, Shows 
586-489-2041 

  
Bob Feisel 

Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504  
 

ROD ELNICK 
Treasurer 

Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships, 
Raffles, Donations 

 586-214-8812  
 

James Anderson 
Secretary, Shows 

313-330-3680 
 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, AOTY Co, Lake 
Mich Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 

248-890-4517 
 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

 586-530-9171 
 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 
 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY 

  
CARL VENTIMIGLIA 

Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 
586-615-7459 

 
 Bob Ksionzek 

Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB 
 586-531-9198 

 
Bob Paradise 

AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 
Rvents 

586 457-4073 
 

Virginia Williams 
Shirts and Hats, Publicity Co, Web-

site/FB Co 
 
 

Assistants 
 

STEVE HAMITON 
Club Historian 

 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

 
Mark Wyrick 

Raffles 
 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

 
CHRIS NYTKO    

Facebook 
 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

      Date    Loca on          Port Captain/Coordinator 
 
July 15, 2023 Au Gres (Walleye)    Gary Gross 
September 9, 2023 Lake St. Clair Harley Ensign Ramp (Perch) Gaspare Aragona 
September 30, 2023 Manistee River (Steelhead/Salmon)              J. Anderson/L.Gamblin 
October 14, 2023 AuSable River (Steelhead/Salmon)  Gary Gross 
October 28, 2023 Manistee River/Pier/Beach (Steelhead) M. Wyrick/A. Kulpa 
November 4, 2023  Manistee River/Pier/Surf (Steelhead) Bob Paradise 
December 9, 2023 Caseville River (Lake Trout)   Rob Pinsky 
 
 

 
Remaining 2023 Boat Trolling tournaments: 
DATE  PORT   PORT CAPTAIN TIMES 
 
JULY  8  PRESQUE ISLE  BLAISE PEWINSKI 5:30 AM -  1 PM 
JULY  22  MANISTEE  SCOTT CAMPBELL 6 AM – 1 PM 
AUGUST  5 LUDINGTON  FRED CHARTIER 6 AM – 1 PM 
AUGUST  12  FRANKFORT  NATE CASE  6 AM – 1 PM 
 
 

Remaining 2023 SOTY Event Schedule                                       



Pg 3  Angler of the Year Ou ng Saturday, June 10 St. Clair River (Walleye)

  

                      Angler of the Year Overall Standings   



 
Pg 4                    Skipper of the Year 2023 Harbor Beach   

 

                    Skipper of the Year 2023 Overall Results   



 
Pg 5 
 
 
 
  On Saturday, July 8, 2023 the DAS boat trollers will visit Presque Isle for the second year in a row a er 
not fishing there for several years. Some of us might remember back in the 80's and 90's how great the 
fishing was back then.  I'm sure the fishing has changed a bit from mostly Kings to Lakers, Coho, Steel-
head, and Atlan c’s. 
  
Remember, we won't have to go far from shore to be in good fish holding waters.  
The tournament will start at 5:30 am and run un l 1:00 pm.  With weigh-in and lunch at 2:00 
pm.  Presque Isle Marina. 
  
All State of Michigan and DAS SOTY rules apply. 
Please visit this link Presque Isle Tournament on the DAS SOTY Tournament page for all the details. 

 It’s easy to enter, just click on this link 2023 Entry Form to sign up for this and/or any or all the tourna-
ments this year. 
Or if you prefer, you can text Tournament Chairman Bob Feisel (248-765-2504) and provide the follow-
ing informa on: 
· Boat Name 
· Names of Captain and each crew member 
· Captain’s Cell phone number 
· Total number of persons expected for lunch (captain, crew, guests) 
· Par cipa on in Big Fish Pool (yes/no) 
  
The entry fee for this year has been changed to $15 per person and only the Captain of the boat needs 
to sign-up. 
The entry fee is to cover the cost of the luncheon and will be collected at the weigh-in on tournament 
day. 
  
In addi on, the Captain can indicate on the entry form that he will be par cipa ng in the Big Fish Pool. 
That op onal fee is $20 and is actually for (3) Big Fish Categories – 
· Big Salmon (gets 50% of Pool fees collected) 
· Big Steelhead (gets 25% of Pool fees collected) 
· Big Lake Trout (gets 25% of Pool fees collected) 
This fee will also be collected at the weigh-in. 
  
There is no Skippers Mee ng and the Port Captain will conduct a Roll Call of boats in a endance on 
Channel 72 within an hour a er the tournament starts. 
  
Captains are requested to register at least 3 days before the tournament. Late registra ons will be ac-
cepted, but it might not be possible to include lunch at the weigh-in. 
 

               July 8, 2023 Presque Isle 



 

The boat ramp is located at the end of South Main St, just across the bridge over the Au 
Gres River.  There are several ramps and ample parking. 

Start me will be at 6:00 am. Pull lines at 1:00 pm . Weigh in will be at 2:00 pm at the fish 
cleaning sta on on Water Street South of the river next to a water park . Look for the big 
gray building .  If the parking lot is full you can park on Water Street. 

$15 for registra on and $10 for op onal big fish pool.  Please call ot text ou ng coordina-
tor Gary Gross by Wednesday before the ou ng at 586-291-1290.  

The M-65 Bait Shop will be open at 0530 on the day of our ou ng.  The address is 302 S 
Main Street.  They have everything you need. 

Pg 6     July 15, 2023 Angler of the Year Au Gres Walleye Ou ng                                                             

 

 

On Saturday June 10th. 2023 The Detroit Area Steelheaders held the AOTY Walleye Ou ng in St 
Clair. The weather was perfect, and the fishing turned out to be pre y good too! We had 30 an-
glers sign up and I think pre y much everyone caught fish! The fishing had been really good all 
week leading up to the ou ng but on Saturday the fish became a li le bit tougher to catch. There 
were 109 fish weighed and 16 anglers had their full 5 fish limit. Many anglers caught several 
more fish but were releasing them in an cipa on of catching bigger ones and upgrading! We en-
joyed a great lunch and shared a beau ful day! A good me was had by all! 

The top three places were:  #1)  Todd Ridley with 34.94 points.  #2)  Mark Wyrick with 34.59 
points.  #3)  Rob Pinskey with 34.08 points.  Chesck the DAS website for the complete list of 
standings.  

The big fish winners were:  1st) Todd Ridley with a 3.39 pounder, 2nd)  Mark Wyrick with a 3.13 
pounder, and 3rd)  Jim Paehlig with a 2.84 pounder. 

Ed and I would like to thank everyone for a ending and we can't wait for next years 
event!                  

Tight lines, Rob Pinskey, &  Ed Paehlig  

  

        June 10, 2023 Angler of the Year St Clair River Walleye Ou ng                                                          



Pg 7           St. Clair River AOTY ou ng pictures thanks to our club       
photographer Anna Kulpa.  

 



Pg 8    June 10, 2023 Auburn Hills Kids Fishing Derby  
                                    In part sponsored by the Detroit Steelheaders         
 

Auburn Hills Kids Fishing Derby 
  The Auburn Hills Kids 20th Annual Fishing Derby was held Saturday, June 10th. It coincided with 
our Angler walleye ou ng at St. Clair. Mike Lolli and I represented the Steelheaders, helping out. Mark 
Carlson was represen ng Trout Unlimited and DAS. The City of Auburn Hills stocked 775 trout in the 
Clinton River at Riverside Park. Fences were installed upstream and downstream to retain the fish in a 
specific area. Registra on started at 7:30 and the kids fished from 8am to 10am. 104 kids were regis-
tered for a great turn out! All the fish were catch and release. Adults could assist but were not allowed 
to fish un l a er 10am. Many fish were caught and a good me was had by all. All the kids received a 
tee shirt upon registra on and a raffle cket. A er the fishing was over at 10am, prizes were raffled 
off and each kid received a prize!  The DAS is proud to help sponsor this event and others to help pro-
mote sport fishing. 
Jim Zanke 

 



Pg 9   The 2023 DAS Merchandise Store is Now Open          

 

Fellow Detroit Area Steelheaders, 
THE DAS MERCHANDISE STORE IS NOW OPEN! 

Click on the link below to shop now: 
h ps://stores.inkso .com/steelheaders 

 The store will be open for approximately 2 weeks, close, and those orders will be pro-
cessed for delivery at the July Membership Mee ng. 
The store will re-open in August or September, close, and those orders will be processed 
for delivery at a following Membership Mee ng. 
We are s ll finalizing the travel mugs.  These items will be in the next store and be a fea-
tured new item. 
  
Virginia Williams 
Merchandise Director 

DAS Newsletter Change of Pace 



Pg 10   Remaining Detroit Area Steelheader Mee ng Dates and Loca ons 

 
 
As a general rule all membership mee ngs are held on the last Tuesday of each month.  
There are instances where a holiday may cause an adjustment for that month.  Indoor 
mee ngs during cold months begin at 7:30 pm.  Mee ngs in the River Bends Park* will 
begin at 7:30 in May but will begin earlier as we must adjust for earlier nigh all. 
 
Mee ng Date  Time   Loca on    Speaker 
   
July 25, 2023  7:00  River Bends Park   Dan O’Keefe (Sea Grant) 
 
August 29, 2023  7:00  River Bends Park   James Anderson (shore walleye 
           fishing)  (Club Potluck Picnic and 
           swap meet) 
 
September 26, 2023 7:30  Club 54    TBD 
 
October 31, 2023   7:30  Club 54    Jay Wesley Mich DNR 
 
November 28, 2023 7:30  Club 54    TBD 
 
December 19, 2023 7:30  Club 54 Annual Mtg  Elec ons, awards, celebra on  
           & Salmon Clause 
 



 

Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

Upcoming Dates 
 
July  8  SOTY Presque Isle 
July 11  Board of Directors Mtg (7:00 pm) 
July 15  AOTY AuGres Walleye  
July 22  SOTY Manistee 
July 25  Membership Mtg River Bends Park (7:00 pm) 
 

“You should never be ashamed of admi ng when you are wrong”. 
 

“It only means that you are smarter today, than you were yesterday, when I 
told you, you were wrong”.  


