
DAS monthly membership 
meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 
Online 

You can still check us out: 
On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 
Post to the message board and 
check out the entire site. 

On the Facebook  
www.facebook.com/detroitarea/
steelheaders 

 On the OFFICIAL GROUP 
PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 
group page where you can post 
at: www.facebook.com/groups/ 

Tuesday, September 26, 2023 Membership Mee ng 
Club 54  (Recap) 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORT FISHERY SINCE 1974  

October 31, 2023 Membership Mee ng  
7:00 PM.  Club 54” Featured Speaker “Jay Wesley” 

FisherÊBradÊpresentedÊusefulÊ psÊonÊfishingÊtheÊriversÊandÊlakesÊofÊSouthÊ
EastÊMichigan.ÊÊThereÊwereÊannouncementsÊregardingÊtheÊfutureÊAnglerÊ
ou ngs,Êraffles,ÊfishingÊreportsÊandÊgreatÊcomradery.ÊÊ 

ÊRegionalÊCoordinatorÊJayÊWesleyÊatÊMichiganÊDepartmentÊofÊNaturalÊRe-
sourcesÊwillÊbeÊourÊguestÊonÊHalloweenÊNightÊtoÊshareÊhisÊextensiveÊ
knowledgeÊofÊtheÊGreatÊLakes.ÊÊDon’tÊmissÊthisÊmee ngÊbecauseÊspeakersÊ
ofÊhisÊcaliberÊareÊdifficultÊtoÊarrange.Ê 

ThereÊwillÊalsoÊbeÊtheÊusualÊmonthlyÊmee ngÊac vi es:ÊTrollingÊandÊAn-
glerÊou ngÊreports,ÊfishingÊreportsÊfromÊmembers,ÊtackleÊraffle,Ê50:50Ê
raffle,ÊandÊeveryÊmemberÊraffle.ÊÊ 

GuestsÊareÊalwaysÊwelcomeÊandÊfirstÊ meÊguestsÊwillÊreceiveÊaÊ cketÊforÊaÊ
chanceÊtoÊwinÊaÊfreeÊone-yearÊmembershipÊtoÊDAS.ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
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Fishin’ Tales III 

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY,ÊSTATE,ÊZIP HOMEÊPHONE CELLÊPHONE 

BOATÊNAME E-MAILÊADDRESS

PG.2  Remaining 2023 AOTY Event Schedule 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jim Zanke 
President 

Donations, Meeting PA, Shows 
586-489-2041 

Bob Feisel 
Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504

ROD ELNICK 
Treasurer 

Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships, 
Raffles, Donations 

586-214-8812

James Anderson 
Secretary, Shows 

313-330-3680 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, AOTY Co, Lake 
Mich Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 

248-890-4517 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

586-530-9171 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY 

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 

586-615-7459 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB 

586-531-9198 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 

Rvents 
586 457-4073 

Virginia Williams 
ShirtsÊandÊHats,ÊPublicityÊCo,ÊWeb-

site/FBÊCo 

Assistants 

STEVE HAMITON 
Club Historian 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

Mark Wyrick 
Raffles 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

CHRIS NYTKO  
Facebook 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

 Date  Loca on  Port Captain/Coordinator 

Oct 28, 2023 Manistee River/Pier/Beach (Steelhead) M. Wyrick
A. Kulpa

Nov 4, 2023 Manistee River/Pier/Surf (Steelhead) Bob Paradise 

Dec 9, 2023 Caseville River (Lake Trout)  Rob Pinsky 

 Remaining DAS Member Mee ng Dates and Loca ons 

Mee ng Date  Time Loca on   

October 31, 2023   7:00 PM Club 54            

November 28, 2023 7:00 PM Club 54 

December 19, 2023 7:00 PM Club 54 Annual Mtg 

Speaker 

Jay Wesley       

 Randy Tarrian 

Elec ons,  
Celebra on,   
Salmon Clause 



Pg 3      Angler of the Year Ou ng Saturday, Sept 30 Manistee River
Ê ThanksÊtoÊAnnaÊKulpaÊforÊtheÊfollowingÊgreatÊAOTYÊou ngÊreportÊonÊtheÊManistee. 

OnÊSaturdayÊSeptemberÊ30th,ÊDetroitÊAreaÊSteelheadersÊhadÊtheirÊAOTYÊOu ngÊonÊtheÊ
ManisteeÊRiverÊforÊ3ÊBestÊSalmon.ÊÊTheÊOu ngÊwasÊaÊRiver,ÊBeach,ÊorÊPierÊOu ng,ÊsomeÊ
membersÊusedÊtheirÊRiverÊboatsÊasÊwell.ÊÊMostÊmembersÊfishedÊnearÊorÊaroundÊTippyÊ
DamÊandÊSuicideÊBend,ÊwhileÊothersÊfishedÊsomewhatÊdownriver.ÊTheÊRiverÊthisÊfallÊ
wasÊaÊlotÊshallowerÊthanÊnormalÊmakingÊitÊeasierÊforÊtheÊfishÊtoÊsee.ÊÊThereÊwereÊmanyÊ
fishÊinÊtheÊriverÊsystemÊsplashingÊandÊjumpingÊnearÊanglersÊtoÊtauntÊandÊteaseÊthem.Ê
TheÊbiteÊwasÊhotÊforÊtheÊfirstÊhourÊforÊDASÊmembersÊthatÊfishedÊbyÊtheÊdam.ÊÊFishÊwereÊ
ge ngÊhookedÊandÊlandedÊle ÊandÊrightÊusingÊbeadsÊandÊflies.ÊÊFishingÊendedÊatÊ1pmÊ
andÊtheÊweighÊinÊwasÊatÊ2pmÊatÊTraksÊBarÊ&ÊGrill. 



 Pg 4  Angler of the Year AuSable River October 14, 2023 

TheÊAuÊSableÊRiverÊAOTYÊou ngÊwasÊheldÊonÊOctoberÊ14th. 

TheÊmorningÊstartedÊoutÊveryÊwindy,ÊandÊtheÊrainÊheldÊoffÊandÊstayedÊthatÊwayÊallÊday,ÊbutÊitÊdidn'tÊ
stopÊusÊfromÊwhatÊweÊlikeÊtoÊdo.ÊSomeÊpeople fishedÊatÊtheÊdam,ÊsomeÊfishedÊatÊtheÊboatÊlaunchÊar-
ea,ÊwhileÊothersÊfished atÊtheÊHighÊBanks.ÊThereÊwereÊaÊtotalÊofÊ19ÊpeopleÊthatÊshowedÊup. 
TheÊbigÊfishÊcontestÊwentÊtoÊJamesÊAndersonÊwithÊoneÊfishÊthatÊweighedÊinÊatÊ10.55ÊlbsÊ. SecondÊ
placeÊwentÊtoÊKristyneÊCaseÊwithÊaÊfishÊthatÊweighedÊinÊatÊ9.9Êlbs. ThirdÊplaceÊwentÊtoÊNathanÊCaseÊ
withÊ9.22Êlbs 

EventÊpointsÊwereÊawardedÊasÊfollows:  
FirstÊplaceÊwasÊKristyne CaseÊwithÊ29.65 total points for 2 fish.
SecondÊplaceÊwentÊtoÊBob ParadiseÊwithÊ27.89 total points for 3 fish.
ThirdÊplaceÊwentÊtoÊJamesÊAndersonÊwithÊ15.55 total points for 1 fish

TheÊluncheonÊwasÊheldÊatÊtheÊRouteÊ23ÊBBQÊinÊEastÊTawas.ÊItÊconsistedÊofÊaÊcheeseÊburger,Êhamburg-
er,ÊchickenÊsandwichÊorÊpulledÊporkÊsandwich.ÊEveryoneÊenjoyedÊtheirÊlunch.ÊÊThankÊallÊofÊyouÊforÊ
makingÊitÊaÊgoodÊturnÊoutÊdespiteÊthe weatherÊ. 
FishÊOn! 

GaryÊGross 

 AOTY AuSable Results 



 Pg 5  Oct 14 AuSable River Event Pictures 



 Pg 6         Angler of the Year Standings Year to Date  
 (Includes Sept. 30 Manistee and Oct 14 AuSable Rivers) 



Pg 7 Up-coming AOTY Events October / November 

Sat., October 28 --- Manistee, Manistee River/Pier/Beach (Steelhead) 

· Best 3 Steelhead
· Fish-Off with Metro-West Steelheaders
· Event Co-Ordinators: Mark Wyrick (248) 568-6972 / Anna Kulpa (586) 291-4555

Visit the Message Board for the latest details in the AOTY Ou ngs Forum 

Sat., November 4 --- Manistee, Manistee River/Pier/Surf (Steelhead) 

· Best 3 Steelhead by weight
· Event Co-Ordinator: Bob Paradise (586) 457-4073

Visit the Message Board for the latest details in the AOTY Ou ngs Forum 

The Detroit Steelheaders only major fundraiser for the en re 
calendar year 2024: Our “Wild Game Dinner”  Will be held on 
Saturday March 2, 2024.  Don’t miss this.  It’s one of the best 
wild game dinners in the en re State. 

Recently there has been a great deal of conversa on regarding 
the revamped 2023 Tribal Decree regula ng the use of gill nets 
on the Great Lakes.  I am happy to report that our February 
2024 mee ng speaker will be Dave Carafino.  While not a 
par cipant in the crea on of the decree, Dave has followed the 
discussion closely and will offer his opinion on the end result. 

“Save The Date” 

“Mee ng Date Heads-Up” 



Best Fried Walleye  
ThisÊwalleyeÊrecipeÊisÊtheÊoneÊmyÊdadÊhasÊbeenÊusingÊforÊ25Êyears.ÊIt'sÊlightÊandÊclean-tas ngÊbecauseÊ
there'sÊnoÊsenseÊinÊmaskingÊtheÊnaturallyÊdeliciousÊflavorÊofÊsuchÊanÊawesomeÊCanadianÊdelicacy.ÊNoÊtartarÊ
sauceÊneeded!Ê 

PrepÊTime:Ê20ÊminsÊ CookÊTime:Ê15ÊminsÊ TotalÊTime:Ê35Êmins Servings:Ê4 
Ingredients: 
4ÊWalleyeÊfilets 2ÊeggsÊbeaten 
1/2ÊcupÊall-purposeÊflour 2ÊcupsÊcrushedÊsal neÊcrackers 
1/2ÊteaspoonÊgarlicÊpowder  vegetableÊoilÊforÊfrying 
1/2ÊteaspoonÊgroundÊblackÊpepper 1ÊlemonÊcutÊintoÊwedges 
1ÊpinchÊsaltÊ(op onal) 

Direc ons: 
Check walleye fillets to ensure all bones and skin have been removed 
Cut fillets into manageable pieces, if necessary 
Combine flour, garlic powder, pepper, and salt in a shallow bowl 
Place beaten eggs in a separate shallow bowl 
Place cracker crumbs onto a plate 
Heat oil in a deep fryer or large cast iron skillet to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C) 
Dip fillets into flour mixture, then dip in beaten egg, and then coat evenly with cracker crumbs 
Set fillets aside on a plate 
Carefully lower 2 fillets into hot oil using tongs 
Cook un l golden brown, about 3 minutes per side 
Transfer to a paper towel-lined plate 
Repeat with remaining fillets 
Serve with lemon wedges 

Enjoy! 

PG 8 Change of Pace 

DAS Board of Directors Elec on 

Every year, during our December annual membership mee ng, there is an elec on of officers to rep-
resent the club for a three year term.  The terms of the board members are designed such that each 
year there are a few board members whose terms expire while the majority of the board remains 
intact.  This allows for con nuity while also providing the opportunity to welcome a new member to 
the board.   
It is not too early to begin thinking about this Decembers elec on.  If you want to contribute.  If you 
want your voice and ideas to be represented, consider running for elec on this December.  A board 
member will be selected to coordinate the elec on during the next couple of months.  When you 
see that announcement, make your feeling known.  If not you, maybe there is another member you 
would like to nominate.  Don’t be shy, make your feelings known.   



TheÊfollowingÊisÊanÊar cleÊwri enÊbyÊJerryÊAudet,ÊfoundÊinÊtheÊSeptemberÊ13,Ê2023ÊSaltÊWaterÊ
“SportsmanÊMagazine”.ÊÊLong- meÊDASÊmemberÊBobÊMitchellÊforwardedÊitÊalongÊwithÊtheÊsugges onÊ
thatÊitÊcouldÊbeÊofÊvalueÊtoÊDASÊmembers.ÊÊ 

“Tips to Help You Land Fish Faster” 

Figh ngÊfishÊisÊfarÊmoreÊcomplicatedÊthanÊjustÊpullingÊonÊtheÊrodÊandÊturningÊtheÊhandleÊonÊtheÊreel.ÊAsÊsaltwaterÊan-
glers,ÊweÊareÊchallengedÊbyÊincrediblyÊpowerfulÊfishÊthatÊtestÊeveryÊaspectÊofÊourÊstrength,ÊenduranceÊandÊgear.ÊTheÊbestÊ
fishermenÊstudyÊandÊperfect fish-figh ngÊtechniques notÊbecauseÊitÊhelpsÊthemÊlandÊfishÊmoreÊeasily—thoughÊitÊdoes—
butÊratherÊ-becauseÊit’sÊcrucialÊforÊlandingÊtrophies. Ê 

Why?ÊBecauseÊtheÊfasterÊyouÊcanÊlandÊit,ÊtheÊbe erÊtheÊchancesÊaÊ“fishÊofÊaÊlife me”ÊwillÊstayÊonÊtheÊline.ÊPlus,ÊbeingÊ
swi ÊinÊyourÊfightÊgivesÊyouÊmoreÊ-energyÊtoÊfishÊlonger.ÊAndÊthatÊnextÊfishÊcouldÊbeÊevenÊbigger,ÊsoÊyouÊdon’tÊwantÊtoÊ
beÊtappedÊout.Ê 

ManyÊanglersÊfightÊfishÊinefficiently,ÊmakingÊmistakesÊthatÊcostÊenergy,Ê meÊand,Êul mately,ÊtheÊfish.ÊThereÊareÊmanyÊ
factorsÊthat goÊintoÊtheÊfight,ÊbutÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊimportantÊisÊusingÊtheÊpowerÊofÊyourÊrodÊtoÊyourÊadvantage.ÊManyÊ
anglersÊthinkÊmoreÊabout howÊtheirÊrodÊcasts,ÊorÊhowÊsensi veÊandÊlightÊitÊis,ÊwithoutÊunderstandingÊhowÊtoÊmostÊeffec-
velyÊuseÊitÊduringÊtheÊfight.ÊSpoilerÊalert:ÊIt’sÊmoreÊcomplicatedÊthanÊpumpingÊandÊreeling.Ê 

Ac on and Power 

UnlockingÊyourÊrod’sÊpowerÊrequiresÊ-understandingÊwhereÊandÊhowÊitÊstoresÊenergy.ÊTwoÊrodsÊiden calÊinÊweight,Ê
lengthÊandÊlureÊra ngÊcanÊbehaveÊveryÊdifferentlyÊfromÊcastÊtoÊlanding.ÊTheÊdifferencesÊareÊo enÊdueÊtoÊtheÊac onÊofÊ
theÊrod,ÊwhichÊhasÊaÊlargeÊimpactÊonÊitsÊ-behaviorÊduringÊtheÊfight. 

ToÊillustrateÊthisÊpoint,ÊimagineÊtwoÊrods,ÊoneÊfastÊac onÊandÊoneÊmoderate,ÊthatÊproduceÊ10ÊpoundsÊofÊpullÊatÊmaxi-
mumÊbend.ÊIfÊyouÊtryÊtoÊli Ê11ÊpoundsÊwithÊeitherÊone,ÊitÊwillÊsimplyÊbreak.ÊTheÊfast-ac onÊrodÊlooksÊlikeÊaÊhooked-caneÊ
whenÊfullyÊloaded,ÊfocusingÊallÊ10ÊpoundsÊofÊpressureÊinÊaÊsmallÊarcÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊrod.ÊInÊcontrast,ÊtheÊmoderateÊoneÊ
appearsÊmoreÊlikeÊaÊrainbow,ÊbendingÊthroughoutÊtheÊlengthÊofÊtheÊblank.  

BecauseÊofÊtheÊ ghtÊarc,ÊaÊfast-ac onÊrodÊhasÊaÊrela velyÊsmallÊsweetÊspotÊ
andÊcanÊunloadÊquicklyÊduringÊaÊfight.ÊThisÊmeansÊthatÊwithÊjustÊaÊminorÊdip,Ê
allÊthatÊstoredÊenergy—allÊthatÊpull—isÊlost.ÊThisÊtransfersÊaÊlotÊofÊstrainÊon-
toÊtheÊangler.ÊFurther,ÊifÊaÊfishÊsurgesÊorÊtheÊboatÊmovesÊunexpectedly,ÊtheÊ
rodÊloadsÊupÊextremelyÊfast,ÊprovidingÊlimitedÊshockÊabsorp on.Ê 

NowÊcompareÊthisÊtoÊaÊmoderate-ac onÊrod.ÊItÊwillÊdistributeÊthatÊ10Ê
poundsÊofÊpullÊthroughoutÊ60ÊpercentÊofÊtheÊblank,ÊinsteadÊofÊjustÊatÊtheÊ p.Ê
IfÊtheÊfishÊcomesÊtowardÊyouÊorÊtakesÊoffÊonÊaÊrun,ÊtheÊmoderateÊrodÊisÊmoreÊ
forgivingÊbecauseÊitÊcanÊabsorbÊtheÊmo onÊwithoutÊover-ÊorÊunderloading.Ê
InÊessence,ÊtheÊuniformÊpressureÊthroughoutÊtheÊfightÊmakesÊitÊaÊbe erÊ
shockÊabsorber.ÊThisÊcanÊresultÊinÊlandingÊtheÊfishÊfaster,ÊorÊevenÊlandingÊtheÊ
fishÊatÊall.ÊIt’sÊtheÊsameÊpowerÊasÊtheÊfast-ac onÊrod,ÊjustÊeasierÊtoÊuse.Ê 

 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ   You’reÊprobablyÊawareÊofÊtheÊdangersÊthatÊaccompanyÊ“highÊs cking.”ÊWhileÊit’sÊtrueÊyouÊriskÊ 
     breakingÊyourÊrodÊbyÊforcingÊitÊtoÊbendÊatÊtooÊsharpÊanÊangle,ÊyouÊalsoÊloseÊvaluableÊfish-figh ngÊ 
     power.ÊMakeÊsureÊthatÊyouÊkeepÊyourÊrodÊ pÊlow,ÊandÊmaintainÊasÊcloseÊtoÊaÊ45-degreeÊangleÊwithÊ

 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊtheÊbu Êsec onÊtoÊapplyÊasÊmuchÊpressureÊasÊpossible. Steve SanfordÊ             

Pg 9                      Member Interest Ar cle 



Pg 10                    (Con nua on)ÊMember Interest Ar cle  

ButÊeverythingÊcomesÊatÊaÊcost.ÊModerateÊrods,ÊinÊgeneral,ÊdoÊnotÊcastÊaerodynamicÊluresÊasÊwellÊasÊfaster-ac onÊrods.Ê
TheyÊareÊalsoÊtypicallyÊheavierÊandÊlessÊsensi veÊdueÊtoÊdifferentÊblankÊmaterials.ÊFurther,Êhook-setsÊrequireÊmoreÊmo-
onÊandÊenergy,ÊandÊtakeÊmoreÊini alÊenergyÊtoÊloadÊup. Ê 

So,ÊwhileÊthatÊmoderateÊrodÊmightÊbeÊpowerfulÊandÊforgivingÊduringÊtheÊfight,ÊtheÊfast-ac onÊrodÊisÊlikelyÊmoreÊsensi-
ve,Êbe er-cas ngÊandÊlighter.ÊWhat’sÊmostÊimportantÊcomesÊdownÊtoÊyourÊspeciesÊofÊchoice,Êtac csÊandÊgeneralÊpref-

erence.ÊYouÊneedÊtoÊknowÊhowÊtoÊproperlyÊloadÊyourÊrodÊandÊwhatÊitsÊlimitsÊareÊsoÊyouÊcanÊuseÊitÊtoÊyourÊgreatestÊad-
vantage. 
 
Power Down Low 
NoÊma erÊhowÊtheÊrodÊbends,Êthough,ÊtheÊ pÊisÊnotÊforÊfigh ngÊfish;Êit’sÊforÊcas ngÊandÊsensingÊwhatÊisÊhappeningÊatÊ
theÊendÊofÊyourÊline.ÊElimina ngÊtheÊ pÊandÊupperÊsec onsÊduringÊtheÊfightÊwillÊproduceÊfarÊmoreÊpullÊonÊtheÊfish.ÊToÊdoÊ
this,ÊyouÊmustÊlowerÊtheÊ pÊofÊtheÊrodÊenoughÊsoÊthatÊtheÊmajorityÊofÊtheÊbend,ÊorÊtheÊload,ÊisÊinÊtheÊlowerÊpor onsÊofÊ
theÊblank. 

ThisÊisÊaÊconceptÊmanyÊanglersÊdoÊnotÊunderstand,ÊandÊitÊo enÊmakesÊthemÊuncomfortable.ÊYou’llÊhearÊfishermenÊsayÊ
youÊneedÊtoÊ“keepÊyourÊ pÊup,”ÊbutÊthisÊcanÊleadÊtoÊpoorÊfish-figh ngÊbehavior.ÊAÊhighÊ pÊmeansÊyouÊcan’tÊloadÊtheÊ
deeper,ÊmoreÊpowerfulÊpartsÊofÊtheÊblank,ÊandÊyouÊareÊalsoÊatÊriskÊofÊoverloadingÊandÊsnappingÊoffÊtheÊ p.ÊAÊbestÊbetÊisÊ
toÊkeepÊtheÊrodÊangleÊbetweenÊ30ÊandÊ45Êdegrees,Ê-dependingÊonÊtheÊac onÊofÊtheÊrod.  
TheÊmoreÊmoderateÊtheÊac on,ÊtheÊmoreÊofÊtheÊrodÊthatÊwillÊpointÊ-directlyÊatÊtheÊfishÊandÊvirtuallyÊparallelÊwithÊtheÊwa-
ter;ÊthisÊisÊpar cularlyÊtrueÊwithÊlight--ac onÊandÊflyÊrods.ÊIfÊyou’reÊusedÊtoÊfigh ngÊfishÊwithÊyourÊrodÊupÊhigh,Êit’sÊgoingÊ
toÊfeelÊunnaturalÊatÊfirst,ÊbutÊyou’llÊgetÊusedÊtoÊitÊwithÊprac ce.ÊIt’llÊmeanÊlessÊstrainÊonÊyourÊbody,ÊfasterÊlandings,ÊandÊ
moreÊroomÊforÊmistakes.Ê 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Locked and Loaded 
AnotherÊmistakeÊanglersÊmakeÊisÊrepeatedlyÊunloadingÊtheirÊrod.ÊAtÊtheÊhook-setÊandÊinÊtheÊearlyÊpartsÊofÊtheÊfight,ÊyouÊ
mustÊini allyÊloadÊupÊtheÊrod.ÊThisÊmeansÊenergyÊisÊgoingÊintoÊtheÊbendÊbutÊnotÊactuallyÊpullingÊonÊtheÊfish,ÊsoÊyouÊonlyÊ
wantÊtoÊdoÊitÊonce.  

Tired,ÊlazyÊorÊnoviceÊanglersÊwillÊo enÊletÊtheÊrodÊsagÊandÊloseÊtheÊbend.ÊThen,ÊasÊtheyÊbeginÊtoÊreelÊagain,ÊtheyÊwillÊpullÊ
upÊonÊtheÊrod,ÊreloadingÊitÊforÊaÊperiodÊbeforeÊdroppingÊitÊagain,ÊandÊrepea ngÊthisÊoverÊandÊoverÊduringÊtheÊba le.ÊI’veÊ
gotÊbadÊnews:ÊIfÊthisÊisÊyou,Êyou’reÊjustÊwas ngÊtonsÊofÊenergyÊthatÊtheÊfishÊisn’tÊevenÊfeeling.ÊAnÊunloadedÊrodÊisÊaÊrestÊ
forÊtheÊfish,ÊnotÊforÊyou.  



Pg 11   ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ(Con nua on)ÊMember Interest Ar cle  

Instead,ÊgetÊtheÊrodÊtoÊtheÊproperÊbendÊandÊlockÊitÊthere.ÊYouÊwantÊtoÊhaveÊsignificantÊloadÊinÊtheÊrod,ÊbutÊnotÊsoÊmuchÊ
thatÊit’sÊcompletelyÊtappedÊout,ÊandÊaÊsuddenÊmovementÊyanksÊoutÊtheÊhook,ÊsnapsÊtheÊline,ÊorÊpullsÊyouÊoffÊyourÊfeet.Ê
GoingÊtheÊotherÊway,ÊnotÊpu ngÊenoughÊloadÊintoÊtheÊblankÊmeansÊyou’reÊmissingÊoutÊonÊpowerÊthatÊcanÊbeÊusedÊtoÊlandÊ
theÊfishÊmoreÊquickly,ÊandÊslackÊcanÊalsoÊform,Êresul ngÊinÊaÊlostÊfish.ÊDoÊeverythingÊyouÊcanÊtoÊkeepÊitÊinÊtheÊGoldilocksÊ
posi on:ÊnotÊtooÊmuch,ÊnotÊtooÊli le,ÊjustÊright.Ê 

Easy on the Pump 
WhenÊanglersÊtryÊtoÊmaximizeÊtheirÊfigh ngÊpower,ÊtheyÊo enÊresortÊtoÊpumpingÊtheÊrod.ÊThisÊlooksÊimpressiveÊonÊsocialÊ
media,ÊbutÊit’sÊnotÊtheÊbestÊwayÊtoÊfightÊfish.ÊHardÊpumpingÊisÊjustÊaÊlotÊofÊwastedÊenergy;Êyou’reÊover-ÊandÊunderloadingÊ
theÊblankÊrepeatedly,ÊriskingÊdamageÊtoÊtheÊrod,Êline,ÊleaderÊandÊhook.ÊAndÊitÊcanÊenlargeÊtheÊholeÊtheÊhookÊmade.  

Further,ÊifÊyou’reÊaggressivelyÊpumpingÊtheÊrodÊandÊge ngÊtheÊ pÊupÊhigh,Êyou’reÊrelyingÊonÊtheÊ pÊtoÊfightÊtheÊfishÊandÊ
provideÊtheÊshockÊabsorp on—aÊreallyÊbadÊidea.ÊTheÊrodÊisÊnotÊproperlyÊloadedÊinÊtheÊhighÊandÊlowÊposi onsÊofÊtheÊ
pump,ÊandÊit’sÊhardÊtoÊreactÊtoÊtheÊfish.  
Remember,ÊaÊproperlyÊloadedÊrodÊputsÊconsistentÊpressureÊonÊtheÊfish,ÊdecreasesÊanglerÊeffort,ÊandÊpreventsÊbreak-offsÊ
dueÊtoÊsuddenÊmovements.ÊForÊthisÊreason,ÊunlockingÊyourÊrod’sÊpowerÊisÊdoneÊwithÊaÊsteady,ÊconsistentÊapplica onÊofÊ
pressure.ÊMyÊphilosophyÊisÊtoÊloadÊitÊup,ÊlockÊitÊin,ÊandÊleaveÊitÊthere.ÊIÊtryÊtoÊloadÊupÊtheÊrodÊonce,ÊkeepÊtheÊ pÊrela velyÊ
low,ÊandÊrelyÊasÊmuchÊasÊIÊcanÊonÊmyÊreel’sÊcrankingÊpower.  

ButÊI’mÊnoÊHulk,ÊsoÊIÊo enÊhaveÊtoÊemployÊsmall,ÊsteadyÊmovementsÊtoÊgainÊgroundÊagainstÊtrophy-sizeÊfish.ÊIÊdoÊthisÊbyÊ
raisingÊandÊdroppingÊmyÊrodÊslowlyÊinÊaÊ15-ÊtoÊ20-degreeÊarcÊasÊIÊcrank—notÊtheÊfast,ÊjarringÊ60-degreeÊpullsÊthatÊmanyÊ
anglersÊemployÊwhileÊpumping.ÊPumpingÊtheÊrodÊupÊandÊdownÊdrama callyÊisÊallÊforÊshow—aÊrookieÊmove.ÊI’llÊletÊphotosÊ
ofÊmyÊcatchÊshowÊoffÊforÊme. 
 
At the Angle 
Finally,ÊonceÊlockedÊandÊloaded,Êge ngÊtheÊmostÊpowerÊfromÊyourÊrodÊrequiresÊpullingÊonÊtheÊfishÊfromÊtheÊrightÊangle.Ê
WhileÊthisÊisÊprimarilyÊimportantÊforÊboatÊanglers—especiallyÊflyÊguys—itÊcanÊalsoÊmakeÊaÊbigÊdifferenceÊifÊyou’reÊupÊhighÊ
onÊaÊje yÊorÊpier.ÊThisÊtakesÊaÊli leÊprac ce,ÊbutÊitÊcanÊresultÊinÊmuchÊfasterÊlandings.ÊAllÊfish,ÊfromÊ1ÊtoÊ1,000Êpounds,Ê
haveÊanÊadvantageÊifÊthey’reÊheadingÊawayÊfromÊyou.ÊTurnÊtheirÊheadÊandÊyouÊcanÊlandÊthemÊmoreÊquickly;Êit’sÊasÊsimpleÊ
asÊthat.  

ImagineÊstandingÊonÊtheÊportÊside,ÊandÊtheÊfishÊisÊrunningÊtowardÊtheÊbow,ÊmovingÊle ÊtoÊrightÊinÊfrontÊofÊyou.ÊInsteadÊofÊ
turningÊtowardÊtheÊbowÊandÊpullingÊupÊonÊit,ÊturnÊtheÊrodÊsidewaysÊinÊyourÊhandÊsoÊtheÊbendÊisÊparallelÊwithÊtheÊwater,Ê
andÊtheÊ pÊandÊlineÊareÊheadingÊ-directlyÊ-towardÊtheÊfish.  
NowÊpullÊbackÊonÊtheÊfish,ÊmovingÊtheÊrodÊtowardÊtheÊstern,ÊnotÊtheÊsky.ÊYou’reÊnowÊpullingÊdirectlyÊbackÊonÊtheÊfish,ÊnotÊ
justÊupÊonÊit.ÊIfÊitÊkeepsÊrunningÊstraight,Êyou’veÊgotÊtheÊbestÊangleÊtoÊstopÊitÊinÊitsÊtracks.ÊButÊifÊitÊdives,ÊyouÊcanÊ-quicklyÊ
returnÊtheÊrodÊtoÊtheÊregularÊangle—straightÊupÊandÊdown—andÊresumeÊcranking.ÊJustÊnoÊpumping! Ê 
 
Rod Power and Conserva on 
EveryÊfishÊyouÊhookÊisÊfigh ngÊforÊitsÊlife.ÊEvenÊifÊyouÊreleaseÊitÊquickly,ÊandÊevenÊifÊyouÊneverÊremoveÊitÊfromÊtheÊwater,Ê
thereÊisÊsignificantÊstressÊonÊtheÊanimal.ÊWhileÊtheÊfishÊmightÊswimÊawayÊrapidlyÊandÊseemÊtotallyÊfine,ÊaÊprolongedÊfightÊ
canÊcauseÊpermanentÊdamageÊyouÊneverÊsee.ÊTheÊfishÊcanÊdieÊoutÊofÊsight,ÊhoursÊorÊdaysÊlater,ÊorÊgetÊa ackedÊandÊeatenÊ
byÊaÊlargerÊfish,ÊsharkÊorÊmammal,ÊsuchÊasÊaÊseal.ÊInÊtheÊend,ÊchoosingÊgearÊwithÊenoughÊpowerÊandÊfigh ngÊfishÊasÊeffi-
cientlyÊasÊpossibleÊisÊaÊcri calÊcomponentÊofÊlimi ngÊthisÊrisk. 
 
 



 
 

TheÊspeciesÊyouÊtargetÊandÊtheÊcondi onsÊshouldÊweighÊheavilyÊonÊyourÊchoices.ÊSomeÊspeciesÊareÊextremelyÊsuscep bleÊ
toÊreleaseÊmortality,ÊlikeÊbonefish,ÊwhileÊothersÊareÊveryÊhardy.ÊTemperatureÊisÊaÊhugeÊriskÊfactor,ÊasÊisÊtheÊspawnÊstageÊ
theÊfishÊisÊcurrentlyÊin.ÊWarmerÊwaterÊcontainsÊlessÊoxygen,ÊandÊhighÊwaterÊtempsÊcanÊleadÊtoÊdangerousÊlevelsÊofÊhypoxiaÊ
andÊ ssueÊdamageÊduringÊaÊlongÊfight.ÊVeryÊlowÊtemperaturesÊareÊalsoÊaÊrisk,ÊwhereÊtheÊfishÊcanÊgoÊintoÊshockÊduringÊorÊ
a erÊtheÊlanding.ÊFinally,ÊifÊyouÊinjureÊaÊfishÊpre-spawnÊorÊwhileÊit’sÊa emp ngÊtoÊspawn,ÊitÊmightÊnotÊreproduce.ÊAndÊpost
-spawnÊfishÊareÊo enÊexhaustedÊandÊsuscep bleÊtoÊinjury.Ê 
IfÊyouÊareÊaÊconserva on-mindedÊangler,ÊchooseÊheavierÊgearÊwhenÊinÊdoubt.ÊToÊbeÊtheÊbestÊstewardÊofÊyourÊfishery,Ê
chooseÊaÊrod,ÊreelÊandÊlineÊthatÊcanÊquicklyÊsubdueÊtheÊlargestÊfishÊyouÊareÊlikelyÊtoÊencounter.ÊYouÊdon’tÊhaveÊtoÊplanÊforÊ
aÊworldÊrecord,ÊbutÊifÊyou’reÊconcernedÊaboutÊaÊfish’sÊreleaseÊhealth,ÊchoosingÊgearÊforÊtheÊmoreÊexcep onalÊfish,ÊnotÊtheÊ
average,ÊisÊparamount.ÊYes,ÊsmallerÊfishÊwon’tÊbeÊquiteÊasÊmuchÊfun,ÊbutÊthat’sÊtheÊtrade-offÊoneÊmustÊmakeÊifÊyouÊareÊ
seriousÊaboutÊreleasingÊyourÊfishÊhealthyÊandÊpassingÊonÊanglingÊtoÊtheÊnextÊgenera on.Ê 
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Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 
 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 
LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 
 

Place Stamp 
Here 

Upcoming Dates 
OctoberÊ17Ê  BODÊMee ng 
OctoberÊ28  AOTYÊManisteeÊRiver 
OctoberÊ31  MemberÊMee ngÊClubÊ54  
NovemberÊ4  AOTYÊManisteeÊRiverÊ 
NovemberÊ14  BODÊMee ng  
NovemberÊ28  MemberÊMee ngÊClubÊ54 
 

This was found within “The Guardian” newspaper in England. 
A ached to a high-tension electricity pylon in Massachuse s was a 

board sta ng: “To climb this structure means instant death.  Anyone 
found doing so will be prosecuted”.  




