
DAS monthly membership 

meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 

On the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

Check out the entire site. 

On Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/

detroitarea/steelheaders 

On the OFFICIAL GROUP 

PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 

group page where you can 

post at: www.facebook.com/

groups/ 

On WhatsApp: 
DAS Anglers 
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        August 26, 2025 Membership Meeting 

The August Membership meeting was our clubs annual Pot-Luck 
dinner and Swap-Meet.  Vice President Bob Feisel chaired this 
meeting as President Jim Zanke had other family matters to 
attend to.   

Thank you to Kevin and Karen Longley.  They did a great job as 
our hosts preparing the main entre that the DAS provided. 

Tackle raffle was suspended for this meeting but there was a 
50:50 drawing and an every member drawing.   

Several swap-meet tables engaged in commerce and I believe 
the meeting was a great success.      

Future Months: 
September— Blake Chetoski 

Sept. 7 2025

facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195


Fishin’ Tales III  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jim Zanke 

President 
Meeting PA, Shows, Trophies 

586-489-2041 
jezanke@yahoo.com 

Bob Feisel 

Vice President 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504

thefeisels@hotmail.com 

ROD ELNICK 

Treasurer 
Salmon-In-Classroom, Scholarships, 

Donations 
586-214-8812

RodneyElnick@aol.com 

James Anderson 

Secretary, Shows 
313-330-3680 

Jmal313@gmail.com 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, Lake Mich 

Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 
248-890-4517 

bpewinski@hotmail.com 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

586-530-9171 
Dan.chisholm223@gmail.com 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY Co 

810-543-3191 
robpinskey@hotmail.com 

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 
Social Media Co, DAS Merchandise Co 

586-615-7459 
cvvent@gmail.com 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB 

586-531-9198 
rkzek@outlook,com 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 

Events 
586 457-4073 

paradry@yahoo.com 

Virginia Williams 
DAS Merchandise, Publicity Co, FB Co 

313-305-1306
willstown@aol.com 

Kevin Longley 
Social Media 

248-240-7576 
kgltriman@outlook.com 

Allen Devoll 
SOTY Co 

616-460-0724 
Devolla485@gmail.com 

Assistants 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

Mark Wyrick 
Raffles 

PAUL GJELDUM  
Awards 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles  

As our featured September speaker, avid boat and river fisherman Blake 
Chetoski  will share his knowledge fishing for salmon and steelhead.  Fa-
miliar with the Betsie and other rivers Blake may share his ability to 
read rivers to locate hidden fish.   

River fishing plays a large role in determining the winner of our Angler 
of the Year competition and several river competitions are approaching. 
Come on out and see what you can learn. 

Our October meeting will feature Ethan Baker of the Great Lakes Fisher-
ies Commission. 

Member meetings also include recent tournament and outing reports 
along with Tackle Raffle, 50:50 raffles, and comradery.  Join us! 

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS
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 September 30 DAS Member Mtg

DATE OF BIRTH

Robert Ksionzek
Line



Pg 3                2025 Angler of the Year Outing Schedule 

Date    Location     Event Organizer 
 
September 27 Manistee River (Salmon)  James Anderson / Lauri Gamblin 
October 11 AuSable (Salmon)   Kevin and Karen Longley 
October 25 Manistee (Steelhead)   Mark Wyrik and Anna  Kulpa 
November 2 Manistee (Steelhead)   Bob Paradise 
December 6 Caseville (Lake Trout)   Rob Pinskey 

 
 
 

MANISTEE SALMON SHOWDOWN 
Sep. 27 th 2025 

Place: Manistee River and Pier Fishing 
Time: 6:00am to 1:00pm. Fee: $25 includes $10 big fish. 

Big fish payout 3 places 
Weigh In: 2:00pm 

Trax Bar and Grill, 5073 N. High Bridge Road 
Brethern, MI 49619 

Best 3 salmon by weight for outing 
Lots of fish are moving into the river. Best numbers I’ve seen in a while, try different 

techniques to that bite. Beads, flies, spawn, bobbers or bottom bouncing. 
“SET THE HOOK AND HOLD ON!!” 

All participants should contact James Anderson @ (313) 330-3680 or 
Laurie Gamblin @ (810) 730-2373, via text at least 3 days prior to event. 

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday October 11th, the AOTY Outing will be on the Au Sable River in Oscoda for 3 
best Salmon by weight. You can fish off the pier or anywhere up to the foote dam. 
Start time 6am. End time 12pm. Weigh in and lunch at 1pm at the Oscoda beach 
park.  $15 entry. $10 optional for big fish. Let Kevin Longley know if you are coming 
please. 248 240 7576 Thank you. 

                           AOTY Manistee River Salmon September 27, 2025 

                   AOTY Au Sable River Oscoda Saturday, October 11, 2025                



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wearing DAS Apparel is a great way to identify our membership with the club, show our pride in our 
organization, advertise the organization and increase membership.  DAS Apparel can be purchased in 2 
ways as outlined below.  I encourage everyone to purchase your DAS Apparel ASAP to represent our 
great club!  

I.  DAS Pop Up Store:  Available Items: 

Sweatshirts - $25.00 -T Shirts $20.00-Caps $20.00-Winter Beanies $20.00-Clip on Towels $20.00  

  Pg 4                                             DAS Merchandise                                                                       

1. BASS PRO SHOP:  Go to - Basspro.com 

2. Scroll to the bottom of the home page until you see "RESOURCES" click "BUSINESS SALES" 

3. Click "VIEW PRODUCTS" 

4. Select the item that you want to buy and record the SKU number 

5. Select the DAS Logo that you want placed on the item. 

6. Call the Bass Pro Business Order Line at  (417) 873-5818 or 800-243-6626, option #1 and place your 
order.   
 
Monday-Friday 7:00 AM- 6:00 PM CST   
 
Reference the DAS Account Number to ensure you receive your discount 
 
DAS Account Number 118597741 
 
Summary:  to place your order you will need:     

SKU Number, Your Size, The Logo Number, The DAS Acct #  

DAS Approved Logo Numbers 

Left Side Chest heat transfer logo - 30046893 

Back of shirt heat transfer logo - 30046892 

Back of shirt/jacket embroidery logo – 30046891 
 
 



Pg 5   SOTY Frankfort September 7, 2025 

On Sunday September 7, the Detroit Area Steelheaders held the final SOTY Outing in Frankfort on 

Lake Michigan A few days prior to and the actual day of the outing which was originally set 
to Saturday September 6, Lake Michigan was pretty angry not allowing anyone to fish on her wa-
ters. There were strong gale force winds with winds projected anywhere from 15 to 30mph and 
gusts up to 40mph within those 3 days and waves up to 10ft or more. Due to weather conditions 
the outing for the 6th was rescheduled to the 7th. The winds were forecasted to calm down to 
about 2 to 4 footers. On Sunday September 7, 4 brave Captains and their crews set out for Lake 
Michigan in hopes that the waters had calmed down and some fish could be found. The ride into 
the lake was quite bumpy with waves at 3ft to 4ft, lines were set at 7am. The lake was desolate 
with just the few boats unlike the weekend before with crowds of boats searching for salmon that 
were making their way towards Betsie Lake and into the Betsie River. Boats went straight our and 
dished back and forth between the piers, one went way out straight from the piers into deeper 
and colder water, and yet one went south towards the Herring Hole. The water temperature was 
the same throughout the lake and finding salmon made it tough. As the day progressed the waves 
were building more like 4ft to 6ft. Some Captains and Crew members were having a tough time 
with the waves and causing some sea sickness. Lines were pulled at 12pm and the weigh-in with 
lunch was held at the Frankfort Municipal Marina at 1pm. 1st place went to Wonder with 
52.60lbs, 2nd place went to Moonshot with 15.45lbs, and 3rd place went to Vicki's Seacret with 
13.65lbs. Big Steelhead went to Moonshot with 8.10lbs, and Big King went to Vicki's Seacret with 
13.65lbs. A big thank you to Bob Fiesel for hosting the outing and providing a wonderful lunch of 
fried chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, blackberry pie and an assortment of cookies. Thank you to 
all Captains and Crew members for participating in doing what we all love to do best. See you all 

next season in the spring to continue our SOTY Outings. FISH ON  
Pictures from this event and others can always be found on the DAS website. 



   Pg 6        Final SOTY Results 

Congratulations to Joe Delisi for Detroit Area Steelheaders “Skipper of the Year” 
2025 honors.  It was a tight race again this year and Joe earned this during the 

last SOTY competition in Frankfort. 



The weather on Lake St Clair was near perfect for perch fishing as almost 30 DAS an-
glers headed out from the DNR Harley Ensign boat ramp on Saturday, September 13.  
The problem was it was too perfect.  The water surface temperature was too warm and 
the bite was poor.  Almost everyone caught perch but most of us had to settle for the 
smaller 7” to 8” little guys.  There were a few nice size perch caught as you can see in 
the chart above but the catch, on average, was smaller than we would have liked.  I be-
lieve as the weather cools the bite will improve but it did not happen for us on this 
outing.  

Bob Paradise, Curtis Williams, and James Anderson took the top three spots with Bob 
also winning big fish.  

Gaspare Aragona chaired the event and put on a good show with a great lunch and eve-
ryone went home happy but not with as many perch as we would like.    

Pictures from this event and others can always be found on the DAS website. 

   Pg 7            SOTY Lake St Clair Perch    
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 IT’S BACK!!!!!!  Salmon in the Classroom 2025/2026 

The State of Michigan DNR has chosen Friday November 14, 2025 as salmon egg dispersal day for all 
of the schools participating in 2025/2026 Salmon-in-the-Classroom program.  If you want to assist in 
egg dispersal on that day, contact Jim Zanke to see if he needs your help , 

Sept 30   7 PM    Member Mtg       Club 54 37722 Van Dyke Ave, Sterling Hts 
Oct 14     7 PM   BOD       Rogers Roost 33626 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Hts 
Oct 28     7 PM    Member Mtg       Club 54  37722 Van Dyke Ave, Sterling Hts 
Nov 11    7 PM   BOD (Vet D)    Rogers Roost 33626 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Hts 
Nov 25    7 PM   Member Mtg         Club 54  37722 Van Dyke Ave, Sterling Hts 
Dec 2       7 PM   BOD   Rogers Roost 33626 Schoenherr Rd, Sterling Hts 
Dec 16     7 PM  Annual Mtg           Club 54  37722 Van Dyke Ave, Sterling Hts 
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       Detroit Area Steelheaders Meeting Schedule 2025 



Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 

LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Place Stamp 

Here 

Upcoming Dates
Sept 27 AOTY Manistee 

Sept 30 DAS Member Mtg 

Oct 11 AOTY AuSable 

Oct 14 DAS BOD 

I was told that if I got a vasectomy I wouldn’t have kids any-

more,  Imagine my shock when I got home and they were still 

there! 




