
DAS monthly membership 

meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates  

On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com  

Check out the entire site. 

On the Facebook  

www.facebook.com/

detroitarea/steelheaders 

On the OFFICIAL GROUP 

PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 

group page where you can 

post at: www.facebook.com/

groups/ 

On WhatsApp: 
DAS Anglers 

Index 
 1 Feb 24 Memb Meeting  

 2 DAS Membership App  

 2 DAS BOD 

 2 Mar 31 Member Mtg 

 3 DAS AOTY Lexington 

 4 DAS AOTY YTD 

 5 AOTY Manistee 

 6 SOTY 2026 Schedule 

 6 Pop Quiz  

 7 AOTY 2026 Schedule 

 8 DAS Meeting Dates  

 9 DAS Donations 

 10 DAS Donations 

 11 DAS Merchandise 

 12 Registration Courtesy 

 13 Mich Anglers Consor      

tium thank you. 

 14 HB5093 

 15 Upcoming Dates 

 

 

 

 

   February 24, 2026 DAS Member Mtg   

Mark Williams of the Michigan 
Anglers Consortium (MAC) and 
Jay Wesley from the SOM DNR  
provided their input on the need 
to urgently support the passage 
of HB 5093 being considered for 
passage this Spring by the Michi-

gan House of Representatives.  The Detroit Area Steel-
headers have indicated our support for this bill and pre-
sented Michigan Anglers Consortium a donation of $3,000 
to aid in getting it passed.  There was a great deal of infor-
mation passed along as to why DNR funding needs to be 
restructured and how it should be accomplished.   
 
For more on this see page Pgs 14 and 15 where Mark Wil-
liams thanks DAS for our support! 

 March. 2026 
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Ken Clark Charter Captain of Fishmas Charters will speak on his 

Walleye fishing seasons on the Detroit and St. Clair rivers, trolling 
for Walleye on Lake Erie and Saginaw Bay, and jigging Burt and 

Mullet Lake. 
After our break we will hear from the East Side Elite youth fishing 

group. 
 
 

37722 Van Dyke Ave. 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312 
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 
NOTE: Start Time 7:00pm 

 
Also, Tickets for the 2026 Sportsmans Dinner will be available,  

Info on the next 2026 AOTY outing and the 2026 SOTY Schedule. 
   Tackle Raffles, 50-50 Drawing and the Every Member Drawing. 
 

 

  

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE of Application 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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Date of Birth 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen and Kevin Longley hosted the salmon/trout species DAS AOTY outing 
today at the Lexington and Port Sanilac harbors. A few perch, a few pike, 
along with 1 Atlantic salmon and 3 steelhead were caught. Not too shabby! 
Beautiful winter Michigan day for fishing. We had lunch in the parking lot at 
the harbor, the tacos were delicious. All in all, a great day!  
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Saturday 3/28/2026  Manistee Steelhead Fish-Off with Metro-West   

Tippy Dam 6 AM till 2 PM 

Best 1 Steelhead by Weight 
Weigh-in 3PM at Manistee River Lodge 
918 Seaman Rd, Wellston, MI. 49689 
 
To participate, register with event Co-Ordinator Roger Paradise (586)354-1121. 
Register early to enable Roger to plan for the shore-lunch. 
Event fee $15 includes shore lunch.  $10 optional big fish fee.  If you register 
for the event you are automatically included in the big fish competition unless 
you opt-out of big fish during your registration. 
 
The Manistee River Lodge has cabins for rent (231) 745-8844. 
 
The port captain has a budget and needs to know how many people need to 
be fed.  Arrangements must be made with the food vendor in advance.  If you 
must cancel, do it as early as possible.  Don’t make the port captain seek you 
out for payment.  If you have registered, attend the weigh-in.  Catch or no 
catch.  At the least, communicate with the port captain to settle registration/
big-fish payment.  In the event you can not attend the weigh-in, the event reg-
istration fee must still be paid.  This lets the port captain know everyone is ac-
counted for and makes the job easier.       

  Pg 5      DAS AOTY Saturday March 28, 2026, Manistee Steelhead                                  



 

 

 

 

2026 BOAT TROLLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
      

DATE             PORT              START   PULL LINES 
May 2   ST JOSEPH                              5:30         12:30 
MAY 16-17                      GRAND HAVEN (2 DAY TOURNAMENT) 5/16 DAY ONE                                      
            5:30         12:30 
            5/17 DAY TWO          
            5:30         10:30 
JUNE 14 (SUNDAY) HARBOR BEACH              5:00         12:00 
JULY 11   PENTWATER      5:00         12:00  
JULY 25   LUDINGTON      5:30          12:30 
AUGUST 8   MANISTEE                5:30          12:30 
AUGUST 22  MANISTEE                6:00            1:00  
 

NOTE:  Our June 14 tournament at Harbor Beach is on a SUNDAY.  Harbor Beach is hav-

ing a Veterans Fishing event on Saturday, June 13.  DAS captains are welcome and en-

couraged to participate in the Veterans Fishing event (participation is optional).  Partici-

pants can receive a free boat slip for Friday night.  With the Veterans event going on the 

same weekend you are encouraged to make your slip reservation as early as possible to 

avoid being shut out.  Take a Veteran fishing! 

 

Since we no longer mail out the DAS newsletter via US mail each 

month, there are times when I wonder how many of our DAS mem-

bership read the online issue sent out each month. 

If you read this issue, please send a confirmation text to Dan Chisholm 

(586) 530-9171 with a simple “yes”.   Thank you for your cooperation 

with this and if you wish to include items that you would like to see 

addressed or changed I will be happy to know that also . 

Thank you, Dan. 
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Saturday Mar 28, 2026, Manistee Steelhead Fish-Off, Tippy Dam, 6 am-12 pm Best 1 Steelhead by wgt 

Event Co-Ordinator: Roger Paradise 586 354 1121____________________________ _______ 

Saturday April 18, 2026, AuSable Steelhead River Dam Store, 6 am—12 pm, Best 3 Steelhead by wgt 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD     Tie breaker best weight_________ 

Sat May 2, 2026,, Algonac Walleye, North Channel DNR Ramp, 6 am-12 pm, Best 5 Walleye by wt 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD   Weigh-in Clay Twp Park______________________________________ 

Sat May 30, 2026, St. Clair River Walleye, St Clair River boat harbor  5:30 am-12 pm  Best 5 by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: Rob Pinskey 810 543 3191 _______________________________________________________                          

Sat July 25, 2026 Port Austin Walleye Lake Huron 6 am—12 pm Best 5 Walleye by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: Bob Ksionzek 586 531 9198      Weigh-in Veterans Waterfront Park_____                      

Sat Sept 12, 2026   Lake St. Clair Perch Selfridge DNR Ramp   7 am-1 pm   Best 5 by length (min 8”) 

Event Co-Ordinator: Gaspare Aragona 248-330 1774  Tie breaker best weight____ 

Sat Sept 26, 2026, Manistee Salmon, Tippy Dam,  6:30 am-12:30 pm,  Best 3 Salmon by weight 

Event Co-Ordinators: James Anderson 313 330 3686 and Laurie Gamblin 810 730 2373______________ 

Sat Nov 7, 2026, Manistee Steelhead, Pier and River, 6 am-12 pm,  Best 3 Steelhead by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD       Weigh –in First St Lions Pavillion (Pier Rules)  _ 

Sat December 5, 2026, Caseville Lake Trout, Caseville Pier 7 am-1 pm Best 1  by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD              Weigh-In Caseville Resort and Marina Clubhouse_________________ 
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March 3    BOD 
March 7    Sportsman’s Dinner Fundraiser 
March 31    General Member Meeting  Club 54 
April 14    BOD 
April 28    General Member Meeting  Club 54 
May 12    BOD 
May 26    General Member Meeting  River Bends Park 
June 16    BOD 
June 30    General Member Meeting  River Bends Park 
July 14    BOD 
July 28    General Member Meeting  River Bends Park 
August 2026   No Board Meeting 
August 25   General Member Meeting  River Bends Park 
September 15   BOD 
September 29   General Member Meeting  Club 54 
October 13   BOD       
October 27   General Member Meeting  Club 54 
November 10   BOD 
November 24   General Member Meeting  Club 54 
December 1   BOD 
December 15   Annual Meeting and Celebration Club 54 
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It is important for membership to know that your club, the Detroit Area Steelheaders, 
support the Great Lakes Fisheries in many ways.  Over the next few issues I would like to 
highlight some of our (your) efforts to keep our magnificent Great Lakes a source of joy 
and recreation for generations to come.  Supporting your club supports these efforts. 

LSSU/Detroit Area Steelheaders Fisheries Scholarship 
In cooperation with the Lake Superior State University Foundation, the Board of Direc-
tors has established the "Detroit Area Steelheaders Fisheries Scholarship". The purpose 
of the scholarship is to provide financial assistance to a student majoring in the LSSU Bi-
ology, or Fisheries and Wildlife Management program, with a focus on fisheries. 
The scholarship is a $1500 annual award. LSSU students may submit a letter of applica-
tion to the Chair of Biological Sciences. This award does not automatically renew, howev-
er past recipients may apply. 
Successful candidates 
• Must be a full time student of at least Sophomore status 
• Must have a minimum 3.0 GPA, and Must be a resident of the state of Michigan 
Members of the biological sciences faculty will recommend a recipient from the appli-
cants for final approval by the Financial Aid Office. 

Detroit Area Steelheaders Scholarship 
I . Amount $1000.00 dollars (Non-Renewable) but applicant can re-apply. 

 II. Qualifications: 

a. Senior, currently enrolled in High School or enrolled at an accredited college,  

university or community college. 

b. 'B' (3.0) grade average or better in High School. 

c. Intended major/concentration in any General Studies. 

d. Relative of any Detroit Area Steelheader or sponsored by a Detroit Are Steelheader. 

 III. Additional Considerations: 

a. A short (one page or 500 words) essay regarding why the applicant should receive 

this scholarship.  (Continues on Page 11) 

 



 

 

 

 

 b. Leadership: Involvement in any High School clubs or activities.  

IV. Application Deadline: August 1st  

V. Scholarship Award: 

Award will be presented at the August General Membership Meeting of the 

Detroit Area Steelheaders. The awardee and their High School will also be  

notified by phone prior to the meeting. The awardee is expected to be at this  

meeting to accept the award(and a promotional copy of the check) and present a brief 
speech of acceptance.  

VI. Application Procedure: 

Fill out the online application form (see downloads below) and e-mail to  

rk-das@detroitsteelheaders.com by the above deadline. If the applicant cannot  

email the application and/or has other key material they wish the Scholarship Com-
mittee to  

review, please contact the Scholarship Committee at the e-mail address listed above. 

VII. Payment: 

Payment will be made by check to the college of the applicant's choice upon submis-
sion of documentation verifying passing grades for the semester/term in college and a 
tuition or book receipt.  

VIII. Conditional: 

a. The Detroit Area Steelheaders reserve the right to award the scholarship to another 

qualified alternate upon presentation of their passing grades and a tuition or book  

receipt, if the original awarded applicant does not use the scholarship or does not 

meet other qualifications for the award. The alternate will be selected and contacted 

by the Detroit Area Steelheaders Scholarship Committee. 

b. Awarding of this check is at the sole discretion of the Detroit Area Steelheaders 
Scholarship Committee. 

Supporting your Detroit Area Fishing Club Allows these efforts to continue!!!! 
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Wearing DAS Apparel is a great way to identify our membership with the club, show our pride in our 
organization, advertise the organization and increase membership.  DAS Apparel can be purchased in 2 
ways as outlined below.  I encourage everyone to purchase your DAS Apparel ASAP to represent our 
great club!  

I.  DAS Pop Up Store:  Available Items: 

Sweatshirts - $25.00 -T Shirts $20.00-Caps $20.00-Winter Beanies $20.00-Clip on Towels $20.00  

  Pg 11                                            DAS Merchandise                                                                       

1. BASS PRO SHOP:  Go to - Basspro.com 

2. Scroll to the bottom of the home page until you see "RESOURCES" click "BUSINESS SALES" 

3. Click "VIEW PRODUCTS" 

4. Select the item that you want to buy and record the SKU number 

5. Select the DAS Logo that you want placed on the item. 

6. Call the Bass Pro Business Order Line at  (417) 873-5818 or 800-243-6626, option #1 and place your 
order.   
 
Monday-Friday 7:00 AM- 6:00 PM CST   
 
Reference the DAS Account Number to ensure you receive your discount 
 
DAS Account Number 118597741 
 
Summary:  to place your order you will need:     

SKU Number, Your Size, The Logo Number, The DAS Acct #  

DAS Approved Logo Numbers 

Left Side Chest heat transfer logo - 30046893 

Back of shirt heat transfer logo - 30046892 

Back of shirt/jacket embroidery logo – 30046891 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

There is a lot of work that goes into planning and executing any DAS Club outing.  It 
starts with the board of directors laying out the annual plan and passing the plan down 
to the appropriate committee to turn the plan into action.  The Skipper of the Year 
Committee and the Angler of the Year Committee set up meetings where schedules are 
decided upon regarding what ports we should visit and what dates are good for each 
port.  It can get complicated and prior year results are considered before a schedule is 
decided upon.   
 
Once a schedule is published (SOTY-AOTY) a whole new plan must be made up where 
port captains for each port are solicited.  This is the part I want to bring to the attention 
of membership because we all need to do our part to help this club be all we can be.  
As John Wooden said, “Nothing happens until we all make it happen. 
The port captain basically runs the outing.  Outing registration, fee collection, start/
stop times, fish calls, weather boats, member safety, post event weigh-in, record keep-
ing, pictures, and shore lunch all fall to the port captain.  The point I’m trying to make 
is, its not an easy job.   
 
Fortunately, the port captains we have are up to the task and we are glad to have them.  
But members can make their job easier.  Register as early as possible for any event.  The 
port captain has a budget and needs to know how many people need to be fed.  Ar-
rangements must be made with the food vendor in advance.  If you must cancel, do it 
as early as possible.  Don’t make the port captain seek you out for payment.  If you 
have registered, attend the weigh-in.  Catch or no catch.  At the least, communicate 
with the port captain to settle registration/big-fish payment.  In the event you can not 
attend the weigh-in, the event registration fee must still be paid.  This lets the port cap-
tain know everyone is accounted for and makes the job easier.       
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A Heartfelt Thank You to the Detroit Area Steelheaders 
Celebrating Generosity and Leadership Within Michigan's Angling Community 

The Michigan Anglers Consortium (MAC) wishes to extend a huge thank you to the Detroit Area Steel-
headers for their generous gift of support totaling $3,000. This contribution will greatly enhance our 
efforts to protect, promote, and strengthen fishing throughout Michigan, supporting initiatives that 
benefit anglers across rivers, inland lakes, and the Great Lakes. 
Michigan’s fishing community is as diverse as its waters—rivers, inland lakes, and the Great Lakes all 
support unique traditions, challenges, and opportunities. The Michigan Anglers Consortium (MAC) has 
been formed to bring these voices together under one unified organization dedicated to protecting, 
promoting, and strengthening fishing across the state. 
MAC’s mission is simple but powerful: to support the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and the State Legislature by fostering open communication, ensuring broad stakeholder engage-
ment, and advocating for policies that benefit all anglers. By uniting individuals, fishing clubs, charter 
captains, and fishing-related businesses, MAC ensures that every sector of Michigan’s angling commu-
nity has an equal seat at the table. 
What MAC Does 
The Consortium serves as a collective voice for anglers in legislative and regulatory matters, helping de-
cision-makers understand the real-world impacts of policies on fisheries and fishing opportunities. 
MAC promotes collaboration between rivers, inland lake, and Great Lakes anglers, ensuring that no sin-
gle sector speaks alone or is left unheard. 
Education and outreach are also central to MAC’s mission. Through events, community engagement, 
and regular updates, members stay informed and involved in issues that affect Michigan’s aquatic re-
sources and angling traditions. 
To ensure Michigan anglers have a respected and professional presence in Lansing, MAC engages a 
contracted lobbying firm to monitor legislation, build relationships with lawmakers, and pursue proac-
tive initiatives aligned with the Consortium’s mission.  
This approach combines grassroots input from members with expert representation, strengthening an-
glers’ influence where it matters most. 
Looking Ahead 
MAC is envisioned as a long-term partner to the DNR, legislators, and advisory committees, while re-
maining firmly grounded in the angling community it represents. By working together, Michigan an-
glers can protect fisheries, promote sustainable practices, and preserve the state’s fishing heritage for 
generations to come. 
Together, we are stronger. Together, we are MAC. 
The generous gift from the Detroit Area Steelheaders is a building block of the Michigan Anglers Con-
sortium, laying the foundation for future success. However, it will ultimately be your voice—when you 
are called to action to email or call your legislators—that will help us secure the passage of HB 5093 
and other important fisheries bills and legislation. Your engagement is essential to making a real im-
pact for Michigan's angling future. 
Together, we are stronger. Together, we are Michigan Anglers Consortium! 
Mark Williams, Executive Director 



 
 
 

 
 
HB 5093 is the solution to the Michigan Fisheries Funding Problem, to ensure that Michigan’s’ 4 BILLION DOLLAR 
SPORT FISHING INDUSTRY remains WORLD CLASS. Supporters total well over 100, ALL OF MICHIGAN has Input and 
signed on to 5093, with an immense cross section of diversity of Statewide Conservation Organizations, Local Fish-
ing Groups, Retailers, Manufactures, Restaurants, Breweries, Wineries, Media, Real Estate and Regional Economic 
Development Groups.  
$2 increase from $26 to $28 dollars for a base fishing license is going back to 2013 pricing. This modest adjustment 
helps offset inflation-driven program and maintenance cuts within the DNR Fisheries Division, ensuring continued 
delivery of core fisheries services. Fisheries have not had an increase since 1997. 
$5 Hatchery Stamp gives a dedicated revenue stream to Michigan’s valued Hatchery Program that is in dire need of 
an economic upgrade of over $50 million just to bring them up to par. Required when targeting hatchery produced 
fish. Anglers see an immediate benefit when purchasing the Hatchery Stamp, with the removal of the rod limit when 
trolling on the Great Lakes 
Increased Allocation of Fishing License Revenue to the DNR Fisheries Division 
This provision helps restore the $33 million senior license backfill required by statute following the 2013 fishing li-
cense changes. Stakeholders strongly support directing FISHEREIES LICENSENG REVENUE directly to Fisheries. 100% 
for 5 years to recover the shortfall. Cost of doing business will be paid from Fisheries to Fish & Game Fund. Provides 
an allocation guide rails with an 80% floor of Fisheries revenue so funding cannot be reduced but can be adjust up-
ward if needed. 
Senior License Adjustment 
No private-sector business or public program offers a permanent 60% senior discount without a dedicated funding 
source. A modest adjustment is necessary because the Legislature has never appropriated the $33 million senior li-
cense backfill required by statute following the 2013 legislation that established the discount. Systematically adjust 
the senior license from $11 dollars up to within 20% of a license, gradually over time.  
Youth License Provision 
Studies show a Youth License helps retain anglers. It would only be required for a Youth to KEEP their limit. Youth 
could still fish for free, but their catch would be applied to their parent or guardian bag limit, like other states. Reduce 
the age requirement from 17 to 16 for an adult license. 
Dingell–Johnson Act - Anglers pay a federal excise tax on fishing equipment and tackle, which is returned to states 
through the Dingell–Johnson Act. For every youth license sold, Michigan receives $8–$11 in federal funding—funds 
that would otherwise be allocated to other states. A Youth License allows us to maximize federal matching dollars. 
Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) Mechanism with FOC Oversight 
Setup as a tool, this provision prevents inflation from eroding investments in fish stocking, fisheries infrastructure, 
data collection, and science-based management. It ensures Michigan maintains healthy, world-class fisheries for fu-
ture generations. Incorporates the ability to make license adjustments with limits & oversight. 
Fisheries Oversight Committee (FOC) Establishes a Fisheries Oversight Committee, made up of Stakeholders, charged 
with the responsibility to oversee all of Fishery’s budgets, projects and functions, while communicating with the DNR 
Director, and reporting to the Legislature. The FOC will be approved by the Legislature. It enhances transparency and 
accountability by ensuring that additional revenues generated by this bill are used solely to improve fishing opportu-
nities in Michigan, further strengthening stakeholder confidence and support. 
HB 5093 is ANGLER DEVELOPED, DRIVEN, FUNDED AND SUPPORTED, as a business solution that fixes the funding 

problem for Michigan’s World Class Fishery for Generations to come.  
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Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 

LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 

 

Place Stamp 

Here 

Upcoming Dates 

 

Mar 28  AOTY Manistee Steelhead 

Mar 31  DAS Member Meeting 

April 14 DAS Board of Directors 

April 18  AOTY AuSable 

April 28 DAS Member Meeting 

 

 

 

 Martin Luther King quote regarding Service: "Life's most 
persistent and urgent question is, 'What are you doing for 
others?'". 


