
DAS monthly membership 

meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates 

On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

Check out the entire site. 

On the Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

detroitarea/steelheaders 

On the OFFICIAL GROUP 

PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 

group page where you can 

post at: www.facebook.com/

groups/ 

On WhatsApp: 
DAS Anglers 
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  Recap Sept. 29, 2026 DAS Member Mtg

Michigan Sea Grant Senior Extension Educator, Dan O’Keefe vis-
ited our September member meeting with his update on the 
health of the Great Lakes fisheries.  Dan is a frequent speaker at 
our member meetings and provided an update on information 
gathered from anglers creel catches.  The Michigan streams se-
lected for surveys typically have successful catches over low 
hours.  The data is analyzed and distributed for use managing 
our Great Lakes Fisheries. 

Past and upcoming AOTY events were discussed as well as other 
DAS Club business.  The usual tackle raffle, 50:50, and every 

member drawings were held. 

Next Meeting Tuesday October 27  

Club 54 3722 VanDyke, Sterling Hts.  

NOTE:    Start Time 7:00pm 

Also, info on the next 2026 AOTY outings.  Plus, Tackle Raf-

fles, 50-50 Drawing and Every Member Drawing. 

October 2026

facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195


Fishin’ Tales III  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jim Zanke 

President 
Meeting PA, Shows, Trophies, Salmon-

in-the-Classroom rep 
586-489-2041 

jezanke@yahoo.com 

James Anderson 

Vice-President 
313-330-3680 

Jmal313@gmail.com 

Dana Jones 

Treasurer 
 Donations 

586-530-3902

Dana.jones513@yahoo.com 

Allen Devoll 
Recording Secretary, SOTY Co 

616-460-0724

Devolla485@gmail.com 

Bob Feisel 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504

thefeisels@hotmail.com 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, Lake Mich 

Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 
248-890-4517 

bpewinski@hotmail.com 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

586-530-9171 
Dan.chisholm223@gmail.com 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY Co 

810-543-3191 
robpinskey@hotmail.com 

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 
Social Media Co, DAS Merchandise Co 

586-615-7459 
cvvent@gmail.com 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB, 

Lake Huron Citizens Advisory 
Committee 

586-531-9198 
rkzek@outlook,com 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 

Events 
586 457-4073 

paradry@yahoo.com 

Kevin Longley 
Social Media, Salmon-in-the-Classroom 

rep. 
248-240-7576 

kgltriman@outlook.com 

Assistants 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

Mark Wyrick 
Raffles 

Anna Kulpa  
Photography, Raffles 

Virginia Williams 
DAS Merchandise, Publicity Co, FB Co 

313-305-1306
willstown@aol.com 

DAS Director Bob Paradise is to share his lifetime ex-
periences fishing for salmon and steelhead on the 
Great Lakes and Michigan Rivers.  With Fall already 

here, Bob will probably tailor his presentation to pier 
or shore fishing for salmon and steelhead.   

DAS Club members are some of our best speakers be-
cause they know what we are about and can relate to 

members needs.  Bob’s experience and sense of  
humor always makes things fun.    

Location: Club 54, 3722 VanDyke, Sterling Hts. 
NOTE:    Start Time 7:00pm 

Also, info on the next 2026 AOTY and SOTY outings.  Plus, 

Tackle Raffles, 50-50 Drawing and Every Member Drawing. 

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE of Application 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS

Pg 2   DAS Membership Application 

  Detroit Steelheaders Oct. 27, 2026 Member Mtg 

Date of Birth 



All Meetings Start Time is 7:00 PM 
October 13  BOD 
October 27  General Member Meeting Club 54 
November 10 BOD 
November 24 General Member Meeting Club 54 
December 1  BOD 
December 14 Annual Meeting and Celebration Club 54 

Sat Oct 10, 2026 AuSable River, Wellmans Tackle—6 am to 12 pm–  

Best 3 Salmon/steelhead—Event Co-ordinatod Bob Paradise 586-457-4073. 

Sat Oct 31, 2026 Manistee River and Pier, 6 am to 12 pm, Best 1 Steelhead 

Event Co-Ordinator (TBD) 

Sat Nov 7, 2026, Manistee Steelhead, Pier and River 

6 am-12 pm— Best 3 Steelhead by weight - Weigh –in First St Lions Pavillion (Pier 
Rules)   

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD 

Sat December 5, 2026, Caseville Lake Trout, Caseville Pier  - 7 am-1 pm 

Best 1  by weight  -  Weigh-In Caseville Resort and Marina Clubhouse 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD     

Pg 3            Remaining DAS 2026 Meeting Schedule     

 DAS AOTY Remaining 2026 Outing Schedule    



   Pg 7   Detroit Area Steelheaders SOTY Final Results 2026 

Congratulations to Skipper Bob Feisel and the crew of Vicki’s 
Seacret for capturing the 2026 Detroit Area Steelheaders 

“Skipper of the Year” Award. 
Con Capturing the 2026 Skipper of the Year Award! 



Pg 6   AOTY Sept 12 Selfridge DNR Ramp Perch 



Pg 7   AOTY Sept 26 Manistee Tippy Dam 



Pg 4      Angler of the Year — Year to Date Results 2026   



1/2026 

10/31/202616 
Best 1 Steelhead by Weight  -  Event Co-Ordinator – TBD 
6am-12pm First Street Beach Lions Pavilion 

11/07/2026 
Manistee Pier & River Steelhead Outing 
Best 3 Steelhead by Weight - Pier Rules - Event Co-Ordinator - TBD 
6am-12pm  First Street Beach Lions Pavilion 

12/5/202 
Caseville Lake Trout Outing –  
Best 3 Lake Trout by Weight  
Weigh-In: Caseville Resort & Marina Club House 
7am-1pm Caseville Pier 

Pg 8   DAS 2026 Year End Events 10/31/2026 



D Over $166,000!Detroit Area Steelheaders Donations   2025

• April 2025 $1200 City of Auburn Hills, River Day Fishing Derby
• April 2025 $1000 Eastside Elites High School Club
• April 2025 $1000 Shelby Township Parks & Recreation
• April 2025 $1000 Camp Fishtales
• April 2025 $500 St Clair Boat Harbor
• April 2025 $500 FH Optimist Club
• May 2025 $1000 Michigan DNR Fisheries/Hatcheries
• June 2025 $1500 DAS Fisheries Scholarship, LSSU
• December 2025 $1000 DAS Scholarship
• December 2025 $968 Salmon in the Classroom

LSSU/Detroit Area Steelheaders Fisheries Scholarship 

In cooperation with the Lake Superior State University Foundation, the Board of Directors has estab-
lished the "Detroit Area Steelheaders Fisheries Scholarship". The purpose of the scholarship is to pro-
vide financial assistance to a student majoring in the LSSU Biology, or Fisheries and Wildlife Manage-
ment program, with a focus on fisheries. 

The scholarship is a $1500 annual award. LSSU students may submit a letter of application to the Chair 
of Biological Sciences. This award does not automatically renew, however past recipients may apply. 

Successful candidates 
• Must be a full time student of at least Sophomore status
• Must have a minimum 3.0 GPA, and Must be a resident of the state of Michigan

Members of the biological sciences faculty will recommend a recipient from the applicants for final 
approval by the Financial Aid Office. 

For over 49 years, the Detroit Area Steelheaders, Inc  has contributed to numerous worthwhile 
causes which we believe serve our stated organizational goal of promoting and protecting Great 
Lakes sportfishing.  Thanks to our members and contributors who have helped us raise funds to 
make these donations. The list of donations made in recent years may overlook some, but the 
overall impact is that the Detroit Area Steelheaders give!   Listed below are the DAS 2025 dona-
tions.  For additional donation information access the “Donations” page on the DAS website 

Pg 5 Detroit Steelheader Donations 

Detroit Steelheader Scholarship 



Re-new or Join On-Line 
1 Year Regular Membership—$35 
3 Year Regular Membership—$70 (New Item) 

1 Year Senior Membership—$20 
3 Year Senior Membership—$40 (New Item) 

New Members (Cash or check only at meetings and events) 

1 Year New Regular Membership—$25 
3 Year New Regular Membership—$60 ( New Item) 

 DAS 2027 Sportsman Dinner Save the Date”  

  Pg 5      New DAS Membership Fee Deals   



DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS, INC.
P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI  48311-297 

To the Norman Township and Manistee Planning Commissions, 

 As a Michigan Sportsman Group we strongly oppose the rezoning of land adjacent to  
Tippy Dam! This proposed development would adversely affect the natural re-sources 
in the area. Surely there is a better location to do this development. The Tippy Dam,  
Manistee River and adjacent lands support the multi billion dollar sportsman in-
dustry. 

 We feel this could greatly impact these resources. The Manistee River is the spawning 
 bed for many of Lake Michigan’s salmon. Altering the surrounding 
 area could devastate this. Please reconsider your decision. This is written on behalf of 
our membership and all Michigan Sportsmen. 

Thank You, 

Jim Zanke 
President, Detroit Area Steelheaders 

Phone: 586-489-2041 
jezanke@yahoo.com 



PG 8      2027 DAS Meeting Dates 



Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 

LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

Place Stamp 

Here 

Upcoming Dates

October 10 AOTY AuSable River Salmon and Steelhead 

October  27 Membership Mtg Club 54 

October 31 AOTY Manistee River Steelhead 

November 5 SOTY 2027 Trolling Schedule mtg 

November 7 AOTY Manistee Steelhead 

Life is a collection of moments, choices, and 
chances you grow.  You cannot control every 

turn the road takes, but you always control how 
you walk it. 




