
DAS monthly membership 

meetings are held on the last 

Tuesday of each month. 

Get the Latest Event Updates  

On the Interweb  

www.detroitsteelheaders.com  

Check out the entire site. 

On the Facebook  

www.facebook.com/

detroitarea/steelheaders 

On the OFFICIAL GROUP 

PAGE 

Check out the new Facebook 

group page where you can 

post at: www.facebook.com/

groups/ 

On WhatsApp: 
DAS Anglers 
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  June 30, 2026 DAS Member Mtg   

 
Ludington Charter Captain Scot Argetsinger led a question 
and answer session addressing his approach to silver fish-
ing the Ludington area.  He also spoke on rod, reel, and 
tackle issues that can help provide additional hook-ups on 
the water.   
This is the second time this year where our featured 
speaker led a relaxed discussion on fishing without any  
AV equipment and this style works for me.  It leads to 
more member involvement, that’s always good. 
 

Next Meeting  July 28: 
River Bends Park, 5700 22 Mile Rd. Shelby Twp. 

48317 NOTE: Start Time 7:00pm 

Also, info on the next 2026 AOTY and SOTY outings.  Plus, 

Tackle Raffles, 50-50 Drawing and Every Member Drawing. 

 July,  2026 

facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
http://www.facebook.com/detroitarea/steelheaders
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2472219909666195


Fishin’ Tales III  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jim Zanke 

President 
Meeting PA, Shows, Trophies, Salmon-

in-the-Classroom rep 
586-489-2041 

jezanke@yahoo.com 
  

James Anderson 

Vice-President 
313-330-3680 

Jmal313@gmail.com 

 

Dana Jones 

Treasurer 
 Donations 

 586-530-3902  
Dana.jones513@yahoo.com 

 
Allen Devoll 

Recording Secretary, SOTY Co 

616-460-0724 

Devolla485@gmail.com 

 

Bob Feisel 
Boat trolling 

248-765-2504  

thefeisels@hotmail.com 

 

BLAISE PEWINSKI 
 Speakers/Education, Lake Mich 

Citizens Advisory, Meeting PA Co 
248-890-4517 

bpewinski@hotmail.com 
 

Dan Chisholm 
Newsletter 

 586-530-9171 
Dan.chisholm223@gmail.com 

 

Nathan Case 
Boat Trolling Co, Photography Co 

248-730-2591 

 

Rob Pinskey 
AOTY Co 

810-543-3191 
robpinskey@hotmail.com 

  

CARL VENTIMIGLIA 
Wild Game Dinner, Special Events Co 
Social Media Co, DAS Merchandise Co 

586-615-7459 
cvvent@gmail.com 

 

 Bob Ksionzek 
Membership, web-site, Publicity, FB, 

Lake Huron Citizens Advisory 
Committee 

 586-531-9198 
rkzek@outlook,com 

 

Bob Paradise 
AOTY, River, Surf & Pier, Special 

Events 
586 457-4073 

paradry@yahoo.com 
 

Kevin Longley 
Social Media, Salmon-in-the-Classroom 

rep. 
248-240-7576 

kgltriman@outlook.com 
 

Assistants 
 

Mark Williams 
Lake Michigan Citizens Advisory 

 

Mark Wyrick 
Raffles 

 
Anna Kulpa  

Photography, Raffles 

 
Virginia Williams 

DAS Merchandise, Publicity Co, FB Co 
313-305-1306 

willstown@aol.com 
  

 The format for our July 2026 membership meeting is 
one of my personal favorites.  We get to enjoy one of 
our own members sharing his experience over a life-
time of fishing.  Member Joe Von Grabe has been our 
speaker during past member meetings and I think he 
does a good job explaining the “how, what, why, and 
where” of fishing his way.  We have many excellent 
fishing people in our club and I love to hear from 

them. 
 

Next Meeting  August 25: 
River Bends Park, 5700 22 Mile Rd. Shelby Twp. 

48317 NOTE: Start Time 7:00pm 

Also, info on the next 2026 AOTY and SOTY outings.  Plus, 

Tackle Raffles, 50-50 Drawing and Every Member Drawing. 

 

P.O. Box 297, Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

NAME DATE of Application 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP HOME PHONE CELL PHONE 

BOAT NAME E-MAIL ADDRESS 
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Date of Birth 
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Harbor Beach 6/14/26 
 This year I’m going to pull a Mitch Albom for this report on our tournament at Har-
bor Beach. I’m going to have to write about something that I didn’t attend. But at least 
I’m confessing up front. 

I launched the boat on Tuesday with plans to pre-fish the rest of the week leading 
up to the Veterans outing and the DAS tournament. After launching, I soon found that 
the hydraulic lines on the Beaver Troll were leaking. Although I could still fish without the 
Beaver Troll, I didn’t want to be leaking oil in the Marina. I ended up dropping the boat 
off at home and returning to Harbor Beach that night. I cancelled my Marina slip, my 
crews for the rest of the week and let Kevin know that I wouldn’t be able to fish in the 
Vets outing.  

Before I cancelled my slip I called several of the Captains that normally fish our 
tournaments to see if they needed one. Besides, one recovering from knee surgery, one 
rupturing their Achilles tendon, one helping a family member move, one with engine 
trouble, and my hydraulic lines, five captains made it to the tournament. Allen, (Miss Ad-
venture), agreed to handle tournament duties for me while out on the water.  

Wednesday, I fished with Fred, (Lake Buzzard). We ran out to the reef and ended up 
with a four person limit of Lake Trout and five Steelhead. There were some real hog Lak-
ers and four of the Steelhead were real good size. The surface temps were around 43 de-
grees. Lakers came about 60 ft down and Steelies about 15 ft down. I went back home 
that afternoon to take my boat in for repairs. I know Fred went back to the reef on Thurs-
day with similar results. Friday turned out to be a blow day and Saturday of course was 
the Vets outing. My sources tell me that the fishing was fantastic in shore for the Vets.   

Sunday morning, I went back to Harbor Beach to set up the weigh-in equipment, 
the brag board, and drink coolers. Lunch included broasted chicken, red skin potatoes, 
coleslaw, macaroni salad and rolls provided once again by Ricky J’s. Thanks Allen and Bob 
Ksionzek for handling weigh-in duties.  

Lake Buzzard took first place with 80.0 pts, Blue Star second with 70.6 pts., and 
Wonder with 68.85 pts. Lake Buzzard had a nice king at 16.8 lbs and big Laker at 11.6 lbs. 
Miss Adventure had a real nice Steelhead at 8.15 lbs. I understand the best fishing was 
off of Port Hope in 100-150 fow. Thanks Allen and Bob Ksionzek for handling weigh-in 
duties. Also, thanks to the captains who participated in the Veterans outing.  

Joe von Grabe 
“Sloppy Joe” 
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Grand Haven 2026 
 The Grand Haven Outing was May 23, 2026. It’s our only 2 day outing this year. 
Seven boats entered and all caught fish! Due to high winds Friday night into Saturday 
morning, the outing was delayed until the afternoon. We had lunch Saturday at noon 
and the event was scheduled for 2 to 7 pm. The lake laid down as the afternoon pro-
gressed. Fishing was good, but not fabulous. Wonder came in first weighing in 2 kings, 2 
lakers and a steelhead. Down Under came in second with a king, 3 lakers and a steel-
head. In third place, Miss Adventure weighed 2 kings and 3 steelhead. Vicki’s Secret had 
3 kings for fourth place. Slopy Joe came in fifth with 2 kings. Hardtop & Tails had 2 
kings. In last place, Lake Buzzard had a king and a laker. Sloppy Joe took big king at 
12.25 lbs. Down Under took big steely at 6.8 lbs. Big laker was caught by Wonder at 
13.3 Lbs.  
 Sunday morning we fished from 5:30 to 10:30 am. The water was much calmer 
and the cloud cover helped the fish bite. Again, all boats caught fish! The results of both 
days are combined to establish overall standings. There were 2 separate big fish pools, 
one for Saturday and one for Sunday. Wonder took first place weighing in 4 kings and a 
steelhead. In second place was Miss Adventure weighing in 5 kings! He also took big 
salmon at 17.15 lbs. and big laker at 4.75 lbs. Third place went to Sloppy Joe weighing in 
5 kings. Vicki’s Secret came in fourth with 5 kings. Down Under came in fifth with a sin-
gle laker. Lake Buzzard came in sixth weighing in 2 kings, 2 steelhead and a coho. His 
steelhead won big fish at 7.2 lbs.  Hardtop & Tails held onto last place with 2 kings. 
 Many more fish were caught in Grand Haven over the weekend. The above are on-
ly the largest weighed in. This has been the best outing that we’ve had in several years! 
We hope to see you there next year!  
 Jim Zanke 
 President and Port Captain at Grand Haven. 
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2026 BOAT TROLLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
DATE             PORT              START   PULL LINES 
JULY 25   LUDINGTON      5:30          12:30 
AUGUST 8   MANISTEE                5:30          12:30 
AUGUST 22  MANISTEE                6:00            1:00 
 
 
 
 
Sat July 18, 2026 Port Austin Walleye Lake Huron 7 am—1 pm Best 5 Walleye by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: Bob Ksionzek 586 531 9198    Weigh-in Veterans Waterfront Park_____                       

 

Sat Sept 12, 2026   Lake St. Clair Perch Selfridge DNR Ramp   7 am-1 pm   Best 5 by length (min 8”) 

Event Co-Ordinator: Gaspare Aragona 248-330 1774  Tie breaker best weight____ 

 

Sat Sept 26, 2026, Manistee Salmon, Tippy Dam,  6:30 am-12:30 pm,  Best 3 Salmon by weight 

Event Co-Ordinators: James Anderson 313 330 3686 and Laurie Gamblin 810 730 2373______ 

 

Sat Nov 7, 2026, Manistee Steelhead, Pier and River, 6 am-12 pm,  Best 3 Steelhead by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD      Weigh –in First St Lions Pavillion (Pier Rules)  _ 

 

Sat December 5, 2026, Caseville Lake Trout, Caseville Pier 7 am-1 pm Best 1  by weight 

Event Co-Ordinator: TBD              Weigh-In Caseville Resort and Marina Clubhouse__________ 
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    Detroit Area Steelheaders 2026 Angler of the Year Schedule                               
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  PG 8             Detroit Area Steelheaders Meeting Schedule 2026 

All Meetings Start Time is 7:00 PM 

July 14    BOD 
July 28    General Member Meeting River Bends Park 
August 2026   No Board Meeting 
August 25   General Member Meeting River Bends Park 
September 15  BOD 
September 29   General Member Meeting Club 54 
October 13   BOD       
October 27   General Member Meeting Club 54 
November 10  BOD 
November 24  General Member Meeting Club 54 
December 1   BOD 
December 15  Annual Meeting and Celebration Club 54 

 
 
 
The timing of DAS fishing events and newsletter publication do not always cooperate 
with each other.  The competition is intense in our SOTY and AOTY competitions with 
three major events happening between July 11 and July 25.  The SOTY event in Pent-
water took place on July 11, the AOTY event in Port Austin happens on July 18, and the 
SOTY event in Ludington occurs on July 25.    
 
I do my best to get the monthly newsletter out to membership close to the middle of 
each month.  The timing of those three events will not allow enough time to cover 
them in the July newsletter.  That means the best I can do is record the results of those 
outings in the August newsletter.  Please be patient.   
 
Also, if event chairpersons wish to advertise their event in the newsletter in an effort 
to recruit DAS anglers to participate, please get me the necessary information with 
enough time for it to be reported in the monthly newsletter.  Thank you for your coop-
eration……………..Dan.       

DAS SOTY and AOTY Events         



 
 
 

 

If you hunt or fish in Michigan, your legislators need to hear from you — right now. 
Michigan is the Great Lakes State. Fishing, hunting, and outdoor recreation are part of 
who we are — and they support a combined $11.2 billion industry and an estimated 
171,000 jobs that touch every corner of this state. 
Protecting Michigan's outdoor heritage doesn't happen on its own — and it doesn't hap-
pen for free. No matter your personal opinion of the DNR, the facts are simple: if we 
want clean waters, healthy wildlife, safe trails, and well-maintained parks, we have to 
fund the people responsible for making that happen. 
 
If Michigan's outdoors matter to you, prove it with a two-minute phone call. 
Contact your Michigan House and Senate representatives NOW. Tell them to vote YES on 
HB 5093, the critical Fisheries Component, and support the complete package needed to 
protect Michigan's $11.2 billion outdoor recreation economy — an industry that affects 
all Michiganders. This is not just about one activity, one group, or one region. It is about 
protecting our natural resources, supporting our economy, and preserving the outdoor 
traditions and opportunities that make Michigan great. 
HB 5093 is the key that unlocks the whole package. Don't let it stall. Make the call. 

 

Mark Williams 
Executive Director 
Michigan Angler’s Consortium  
Ludington, MI 
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There is a lot of work that goes into planning and executing any DAS Club outing.  It 
starts with the board of directors laying out the annual plan and passing the plan down 
to the appropriate committee to turn the plan into action.  The Skipper of the Year 
Committee and the Angler of the Year Committee set up meetings where schedules are 
decided upon regarding what ports we should visit and what dates are good for each 
port.  It can get complicated and prior year results are considered before a schedule is 
decided upon.   
 
Once a schedule is published (SOTY-AOTY) a whole new plan must be made up where 
port captains for each port are solicited.  This is the part I want to bring to the attention 
of membership because we all need to do our part to help this club be all we can be.  
As John Wooden said, “Nothing happens until we all make it happen. 
The port captain basically runs the outing.  Outing registration, fee collection, start/
stop times, fish calls, weather boats, member safety, post event weigh-in, record keep-
ing, pictures, and shore lunch all fall to the port captain.  The point I’m trying to make 
is, its not an easy job.   
 
Fortunately, the port captains we have are up to the task and we are glad to have them.  
But members can make their job easier.  Register as early as possible for any event.  The 
port captain has a budget and needs to know how many people need to be fed.  Ar-
rangements must be made with the food vendor in advance.  If you must cancel, do it 
as early as possible.  Don’t make the port captain seek you out for payment.  If you 
have registered, attend the weigh-in.  Catch or no catch.  At the least, communicate 
with the port captain to settle registration/big-fish payment.  In the event you can not 
attend the weigh-in, the event registration fee must still be paid.  This lets the port cap-
tain know everyone is accounted for and makes the job easier.       
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Membership Expires: 

Detroit Area Steelheaders  
P.O. Box 297 
Sterling Heights, MI. 48311-297 

 

PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE GREAT 

LAKES SPORTFISHERY SINCE 1974 

We’re on the Web: 
www.detroitsteelheaders.com 

FB: detroitareasteelers 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
MEETING NOTICE—PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

 

 

Place Stamp 

Here 

Upcoming Dates 

July 14 DAS BOD 

July 12 SOTY Pentwater 

July 18 AOTY Port Austin Walleye 

July 25 SOTY Ludington 

July 28 Membership Meeting 

August 12 AOTY Lake St Clair Perch 

 

 
 

“Objectivity is impossible to normal human  
behavior.  Rather, we should strive for fairness.”   

David Brinkley 


