When The Tailgate Drops

Action vs. Intention - by Sgt. Steve

“When the tailgate drops, the bullshit stops.”

There is an old saying amongst hunters here in the South. For those who’ve
never heard it before, picture two guys in the cab of a pickup truck on an early
morning, decked out in their hunting gear. On the way there, one will usually
brag: “I’'m going to shoot the biggest buck in the forest!”

But when they arrive, they prepare for the hunt, and usually that involves
dropping the tailgate and letting the hunting dogs out. Once that happens, the

hunt is officially on. The time for talk ends and the time for doing begins.

The saying is simple but true. You can talk about what you plan to do. You can give
speeches about what you want to do. However, at some point, you have to hear the
sound of the tailgate dropping.

Unfortunately, some people don’t recognize that sound. They don’t understand why
they are unsuccessful and fail to live up to their potential. They don’t understand why
they can’t translate their intent into tangible results.

“The fool, with all his other faults, has this also, he is always getting

ready to live.”

- SENECA

Life is like our metaphorical hunting party. At some point you have to stop convincing
yourself and everyone else that you are capable, and do the hard work of being
capable.



YOUR "TAILGATE DROPPING" SOUNDS

We all have our own list of sounds that spur us into action. These are the sounds that
indicate to us that it is time to stop with the bullshit:

& The tone for emergency traffic on the radio.
& The sound of a victim crying for help.

The sound of gunshots ringing out in the night.
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& The sound of a coworker saying they are overwhelmed.
& The sound of frustration in your spouse’s voice.
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The sound of your racing heart after only one flight of stairs.

Ultimately the best sound to add to your list is the sound of your alarm clock.
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: That’s as good a time as any to say “No more bullshit” and start actually getting
i out there and hunting down those goals.
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“While we wait for life, life passes” - Seneca

Amor Fati,
Sgt. Steve



