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Shannon Russell Pennington, MotherNaturesClassroom@gmail.com, 513-833-7360

Community Connections

e Grants and donations received for $500 each from Ohio Division of Wildlife Step Outside,
Cabela’s/Bass Pro Shops, and B&B Carryout to be used towards Cops and Bobbers event. This is in
addition to the $3500 donation we received from White Tails Unlimited Caesar Creek chapter to be
used for Nature Education programs.

e Great Horned Owl chicks at Armco Park have fledged! The fencing around the tree will by removed by
the Friends group on 5/18 after their meeting.

e Scout Troop planted pollinator friendly seeds in milk jug greenhouses. They will be transplanted into
the butterfly garden at Landen Deerfield later in May.

o 4/22-4/24: Scout Camporee at Armco Park with 120 youth and 25 adults. Volunteers removed
invasive plants from the Solar Pollinator Habitat (SPH) and Hiking Trail and planted around 150 native
seedlings that were donated by WCSWCD.

e 4/24: Exclusive Friends of WCPD outing to local heron rookery.

e 4/28: Friends Kathy Schroeder and Cindy Glorius planted donated pollinator-friendly shrub seedlings
at Landen-Deerfield Park.

e Friend Janis Baker has updated/replaced four Geocaches at Armco Park.

e 5/7:Kings High School Environmental Club dropped off 60+ native tree seedlings that were donated
through their Tree-Plenish sale. This program aims to offset paper product usage a by planting
replacement trees.

e 5/13: Little Miami River Leadership Float planning meeting with Hope Taft and local conservation
representatives.

Upcoming Events

e 5/14: Monarch butterfly program for Daughters of the American Revolution

e 5/15: Eagle Scout candidate Tyler Harris will be installing bluebird houses at the Armco SPH

e 5/15: Fred Bay Observatory open for lunar eclipse viewing with Warren County Astronomical Society.

e 5/16: College student volunteer Abie Reitz will begin planting 60+ native tree seedlings along the
hiker/biker trails at Landen-Deerfield Park.

e 5/18: Friends of WCPD meeting at Armco Pavilion patio at 1pm. Special guest WCPD Park
Commissioner Wendy Monroe.

e 5/28: Fred Bay Observatory open with Warren County Astronomical Society.
e 5/30: 100-Hours-Outside tracking begins on Memorial Day and runs through Labor Day (9/5).



5/30: iNaturalist Summer BioBlitz begins on Memorial Day and runs through Labor Day (9/5).

5/31: Warren County Nature Lovers planning meeting with reps from WC Soil and Water, Caesar
Creek State Park, WC Extension office, City of Lebanon Parks and Recreation.

YMCA Summer Camp nature program at Armco for 72 children in June. Details TBD.
6/1: Cabela’s/Bass Pro Shops promotional check presentation at West Chester store at 10am.
6/1: Reptile program for Hilltop Early Childhood Education center.

6/4: Cops and Bobbers Summer Kick-Off at Armco Boat Dock. This should be a HUGE event with lots
of fantastic community partners sharing local resources. Come join us and go fishing with police
officers, fire fighters, EMTs, school resource officers, and more!

Tech-Free Tuesdays are in the final stages of planning! We will be at Landen Deerfield on the first and
third Tuesdays and Armco in the second and fourth Tuesdays, June 7-Aug. 23. See draft flyer for
details.

6/7: Tech-Free Tuesday at Landen-Deerfield Park (Reptiles and Amphibians).

6/8: Friends of WCPD meeting at 1pm (tentative).

6/14: Tech-Free Tuesday at Armco Park (Insects).

6/21: 6/7: Tech-Free Tuesday at Landen-Deerfield Park (Fossils).

6/22: WC Soil and Water Conservation District Young Conservationist Camp at Armco Park.
6/28: Tech-Free Tuesday at Armco Park (topic to be confirmed).

7/5: Tech-Free Tuesday at Landen-Deerfield Park (Creeking).

7/8: Little Miami River Leadership Float launching from Clint Fultz Park River Access. This is an
opportunity for Warren County decision makers and leaders to learn about our Park District and the
importance of the Little Miami River. See attached draft invitation for details.

7/20: Warren County Fair Natural Resources Day at Fairgrounds, 3-6pm.
7/21: Little Miami River Leadership Float follow-up luncheon at Caesar Creek State Park.
7/30: Fred Bay Observatory open with Warren County Astronomical Society.

Fall Concerts at Landen-Deerfield are in the beginning planning stages now. We are aiming for three
Saturday evening concerts again this year at the LD Amphitheater in fall.

Volunteer Opportunities

Tech-Free Tuesday | need lots of help to make these run smoothly! See the link for details:
tinyurl.com/WCPD2022Summer

Trash and Stick Pick-Up: This is an ongoing need and is a wonderful opportunity for students
needing community service hours. https://tinyurl.com/ParkPickupVolunteer

Solar Pollinator Habitat Adopt-a-Spot? I'd like to partner with area garden clubs and individuals who
may be interested in adopting the native plants around the SPH signs this summer. If you have
connections with area gardeners, please let me know!

Long-Term Projects

OCVN Training at WCPD: | am almost finished with weekly host orientation through OSU extension.
When that is complete, | will work towards offering this at our Parks.
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