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Instagram: gslc_fresno 

You are welcome               
to join us at                          

Good Shepherd  
Lutheran Church 

 

March 2024 

Dear Friends, 
     As I write this it is Wednesday. I love Wednesdays during 
Lent! The reason is because as is our tradition tonight we are 
meeting for our Lenten Soup Supper. Tonight it is a very 
hearty soup, stew in fact. I have been thinking about it all 
day! I’ve been told it is a particularly meaty stew, of course 
with a vegetarian option. 
 More important than the soup however is the company. 
Everyone is invited but only 10-15 usually participate. We 
have the opportunity to grow in our relationships with God 
and each other. Each year I get to know people in a deeper 
way than just Sunday and other meetings allow. There is 
something special about eating with people. Conversations 
seem more down to earth than normal. There can be a deeper 
sense of sharing. 
 We are so blessed to have the sense of community that 
we have here at Good Shepherd. Lent is one of the times I see 
that most clearly. Thank you to those of you who have             
participated this year and in the past. I am grateful for the 
depth of relationship we have because of it. If you have never 
been before, we are meeting for almost all of the Wednesdays 
of March at 6:15 for soup and 7:00 for a Bible study. Not  
everyone stays for the Bible study so if all you can do is come 
and eat you are still welcome! 
 Thank you for being a part of our community. We are 
special because you are a part. Come Share the Love of Jesus! 
 

God’s Peace, 
Pastor Ted 
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Prayer Concerns 

Members in Need of Prayer:                                                      
Jennifer Neer                                        
Diane Fake                                               
Sheila Boehringer                             
JoAnn Huebner                                                                                                          
Dee Wright                                              
Jim, Jimmy Sanborn & Stacy 
Lairson on the loss of Stacy’s 
father, Ken.                                                                                    
Yvonne Smith                                    
Mona White                                                                                                       
Neil and Verna Walden                                                                                   
Robert Harris                                               
Jackie Miller                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Mary Schmidt                                             
Liz Smith                                                            
Bill Biggs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Arlene Robbins                                             
Mary Norris & Family                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Connie Alvarado                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Susan Berg                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Irene Pierini                                              
Jocelyn Miller                                                     
Kirsten Linder                                                       
Jim Thompson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                            

 

Family and Friends:                                                                                                                             
David Torres has passed away 
prayers for his family and friends.                        
Julie Gonzales has passed away 
prayer for her family and 
friends.                                                  
Debbie (Sullivan Family Friend)                          
Owen (Fake)                                                           
Josue & Maria Zamora (Visitor)                                                  
Jim & Judi ( Werfelmann)                                       
Anthony Collichio (Norris)                                           
Mickey Cecil (Norris)                                                                      
Jeanne Grant (Anderson)                                                                                                      
Dorothy Lee Bruce (Julie)                                                  
Monica & Kyle Sedra (Werfelmann)                                                                     
Jacob, Abbe & Family 
(Werfelmann)                                                                                                                                                       
Kevin & Collee (Pastor)                                                                 
Brad, Sam, & Luke Kossow                                                             
Janet Sharp (Fake)                                                                           
Karl & Pauline Ritterbush (Fake)                                                                 
Art & Children (Anderson)                                                             
Debbie West’s Daughter, Christine                                                                                                        
Jennifer Wenzel (Wilk)                                                                        
Bob Knous (Anderson)                                                           
Melissa (Sandy T.)                                                                             
Joy Kensinger (Miller)                                                              
Jenna Vance (Kossow)                                                                                           
Frank and Anita Porco (Vonny)                                                                                         
Jim D. (Norris)                                                                         
Jade Dixon (Julie)                                                                           
Pam (Smith)                                                                                
Grace Johnson (Fake)                                                                                                         
Sandy Robbins (Robbins)                                                                                                      
JJ Werfelmann (Julie)                                                                                             
Emily & Sawyer Bogart (Anderson)                                                               
Roger Robbins (Robbins)                                                                                                      
Hudson Otten (Anderson)                                                                                                      
Karen Ohanesian (Hays)                                                                                                       
Rosemary (Vonny)                                                                
Nathan Robbins (Robbins)                                                                                                     

Courtney Bolm – 3/13                    

Austin Hays – 3/13                                               

Norma Miller – 3/21                     

Sandy Terstegen – 3/21       

Mary Schmidt – 3/25 

*Any one that has seen 

a missing or incorrect                

birthday, baptismal, or         

anniversary date please        

contact Kathy in the of-

fice. 559-225-2092  

Neil & Verna Walden - 3/18                                 
John & Sue Hays - 3/18               

Craig & Cheryl Montgomery - 
3/22 

Michael Kubar – 3/01          

Irene Pierini – 3/09          

Sean Walker – 3/09           

Dee Wright – 3/14            

Lois Green – 3/15              

Craig Montgomery – 3/19 

PRAYERS FOR 
All Good Shepherd Families Who Have Lost Loved Ones, Members of Our Military           
Service, First Responders, & Those Affected by Natural Disasters and COVID-19.              

For Prayer Requests Call or email the Church Office 225-2092/gslcfresno@att.net 
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February Financials 

|5140 N. Fruit Ave.|                                       

|www.fresnogslc.org| 

Dear Good Shepherd Family, 

This month we received several yearly donations and only had one unexpected expense, so 
it was a good month.  We ended the month in the black $25,681.   

The unexpected expense was a leak in the kitchen area of the office building.  BIA notified 
us when the floor felt “squishy”. Evidently the sink had not been draining properly because 
the disposal was not working for quite a while and the water was backing up to the non-
working dishwasher.  It was then leaking under the floor.  Unfortunately, BIA never notified 
us the disposal was not working and the sink wasn’t draining so the floor was soaked by 
the time we figured out what was going on.  The cost of the flooring was over $2,000.00 
plus we had to buy some supplies to fix the floor.  We were fortunate in that we had labor, 
spray and some large plywood donated for the repairs. It is now fixed, and the flooring 
should be installed shortly.  The funds for the flooring were allocated out of designated 
funds for Campus Maintenance.  

During this process BIA requested they be allowed to leave the lease early.  The council is 
allowing them to terminate their lease as of June 30th.  There is a group working to try and 
find a replacement renter.  They have already started moving some things out.  

We were able to reduce our monthly garbage expense by $300. by reducing the size of the 
garbage bin and reducing the pickup to once per week. We will continue to be frugal in our 
expenses as those yearly donations we received will have to last the full year.  Continue to 
pray for the financial health of our church. 

 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                                                                            
Caroline Sullivan, Treasurer 

|Use your mobile 
device to  scan this 
QR code and give 
via Venmo.| 

Month Income Expenses Difference  

Jan. $30,880.02 $28,175.64 $2,704.38 

Feb $48,483.70 $25,506.16 $22,977.54 

Mar     $0.00 

Apr     $0.00 

May     $0.00 

Jun     $0.00 

Jul     $0.00 

Aug     $0.00 

Sep     $0.00 

Oct     $0.00 

Nov     $0.00 

Dec     $0.00 

Total  $79,363.72 $53,681.80 $25,681.92 
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 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!! 
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       Mar. 2 - LHN Free Neighborhood Market @ 9AM—1PM, Bulldog Pantry                                                                                                           
\ Mar. 6-20 - Lent Soup Suppers @ 6:15PM/Lenten Bible Study @ 7PM,  
                      Jacobson Hall                                                                                                      
 Mar. 10 - Daylight Savings Begins 
 Mar. 11 - Esther Circle @ 6:30PM, Fireside Rm 
 Mar. 17 - St. Patrick’s Day  
           Mar. 17- St. Patty’s Day Potluck @ 11:15AM, Jacobson Hall                                                                              
 Mar. 17 - GSLC Book Club @ 4PM, Comm Ctr  
 Mar. 18 - OWLS @ 12PM, Sandy’s Home  
 Mar. 20 - First Day of Spring 
 Mar. 21 - Council Meeting @ 6:30PM, Conf Rm  
 Mar. 24 - Palm Sunday, Sanctuary 
 Mar. 28 - Maundy Thursday Service @ 7PM, Sanctuary 
 Mar. 29 - Good Friday Service @ 7PM, Sanctuary   
 Mar. 31 - Sunrise Worship Service @8AM, Outside at Cross 
          Breakfast Served, 8:30—10AM, Jacobson Hall   
                   Easter Worship Service @ 10AM, Sanctuary 
                   Easter Egg Hunt @ 11AM, Court Yard                                                                            

 

Check Out These                                                                        
Announcements &                                                       

Mark Your Calendar For These                                                              
Upcoming Events! 

Coffee Hour                                                                                 
We need people to sign up to be host/hostess for the months of March/
April.  If you are able to host/hostess for a Sunday, please sign up in                 
Jacobson Hall.                                                                               

Coffee Hostess Leftovers Sunday                                                                                              
We'll be doing a Leftover Sunday every last Sunday of the month. Steve will freeze those 

cookies or cakes, so they they'll still be fresh.  Also, if you have any leftover snacks you'd like 
to contribute, bring them in any other Sunday - Steve will freeze those too! 

march Upcoming Events 

We are hosting all the Lutheran churches in the Fresno area 
at 1:00 on March 9. We need people to provide cookies or 
snacks. If you can help please bring them to the church 
office this week sometime between 9-1. You are also wel-

come to attend the Assembly. It will be led by our Dean, Pastor Jodi Golden-Lund. Thank 
you for helping! If you have any questions, please see Pastor Ted. 

GOOD SHEPHERD IS HOSTING OUR CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY                                                                                     
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Lent Soup Suppers @ 6:15PM 
Please consider making soup for your church family on one of the remaining Wednesdays of 
Lent: 3/6 or 3/20. You can partner with another and bring 2 kinds of soup or use the kitchen 
on a Sunday morning to make it for the following Wednesday. Typically we need enough 
soup for 15-20 people, along with a bread of your choice. Your expenses will be reimbursed 
from the supper offering.  

The O'Sullivans have signed up for 3/13 and will bring their world famous potato                    
leek soup with soda bread! Many thanks to Deb Wilk and Lisa Kossow for so                                     
deliciously covering our Wednesday meals for the first two weeks of Lent!! 

There is a sign up sheet in the entry area. Questions? See Deb Wilk, Carol Sullivan, or Julie W.  

Sewing saints—final report 

Sewing Saints were suspended last year due to changes in 
health conditions of many of our members. This year many of 
the members agreed to close and sell or donate materials to 

those who would make use of them. 
On January 14th we began our Sewing Sale, opening it to 
members first. We thank all those who participated and           

contributed to the success of our sale. Quilts and lap robes 
were donated to Fresno Mission for Women and Children’s 

ministry as well as a lovely group which went to Roeding 
School (Thanks Cheryl). The Quilting groups of Christ Lutheran 
Visalia also purchased a sewing machine, a full roll of batting 
and many yards of cotton. They continue to quilt for Lutheran 

World Relief as well as Visalia community needs. 

 

May 19: "To End All Wars" by Ernest Gordon                                                                                   
GSLC March Book Group 

"A Spanish Sunrise" by Boo Walker 

Adjusting to the death of his wife hasn't been easy on Baxter Shaw - or on their 
eight-year-old daughter, Mia. After surprising results from a DNA test, Baxter and 
Mia journey to southeastern Spain to connect with their mysterious roots.                 
Staying in a centuries-old villa on a renowned olive estate, they come to know 
the family they never realized they had, including a woman whose strength and 
passion for the estate remind Baxter of the love he lost - and that it's not too late 

to rekindle his own dreams. For Baxter and Mia, it's a healing season in Spain, and the                 
romance of the culture awakens a new outlook on life. But long-simmering family secrets 
surface and the estate's fate is called into question. 

Sound interesting?? You are welcome to come discuss one of the monthly books in very 
casual way, any month you are intrigued by a book. 

Join us this month on Sunday, March 17 at 4:00 in the Community Center                                            
for discussion of this month's book. 

April's book: April 21: "The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak                                                                                   

GSLC Book Club 
March 17 @ 4PM, Community Center 

A total amount of $515 was raised for Good Shepherd’s general fund. Thanks again for all 
who helped and contributed 

Happy sewing and crafting!   Dee Wright 
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As is our usual practice, our Wednesday evening group does not meet during                      
Lent.  We will begin to meet again, Wednesday, April 3.                                                                                        

"As For Me - Life through the lens of the Psalms" by Adrienne Camp. 

This will be an 8 week study - beginning April 3 and 
ending May 22. 

The study book is available to order online through  
LifeWay, Christian Book, Amazon and Barnes & Noble; 
as well as through your local favorite book store.  Be 
sure to check each place as the prices vary (be sure to 
include shipping to help you determine which book store is cheaper.)  I can         
order your book for you - contact  Sharon Rowley by March 10                                    

     (313-0757 - call or text).  The study book price is approximately $21. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study!! 

Easter Happenings 

The cost will be $20.00 each.  We would like to offer you the                                                            
opportunity to order one or two either in memory or in honor of                                                     
someone.   Please pick up an order form from ushers table. You                                                    
can include the $20.00 per lily in your envelope, just indicate how                                                     
many lilies you'd like to order.  March 24th will be the last day to order.  Thanks, Carol S.  

Egg-Stuffing and Decorating Jacobson on Sat., 3/30 @ 10 a.m.                                                                                                           
Please mark your calendars now and plan to join together to get 
ready for the Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Breakfast on Sat., March 
30th. We will meet at 10 a.m. in Jacobson and decorate the tables 

as well as stuff all the Easter Eggs for the hunt on Easter morning. All help is much                     
appreciated! Please contact Julie with questions and to confirm your attendance. Thank you.                                  
Looking for Easter Breakfast Help 3/31                                                                                                                             
  We need some kitchen help Easter morning flipping pancakes and serving     
  plated breakfasts. Volunteers will be needed from 7:45-9:45, which includes 
  both prep and cleanup. People are welcome to stay the entire time period or 
  just an hour, and all ages are welcome. Please sign up on the clipboard so we 
  can make sure we are fully staffed.  Also, we are hoping to include egg                  
casseroles this year as part of our breakfast. Please contact Julie @ 559-287-3457 or              
13jdixon13@gmail.com if you would like to make one to share with your Good Shepherd 
family. You can bring it by Saturday between 10-12 to bake here or Easter morning by 8:30 if 
already baked at home.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, 3/31 @ 11:00!  Collecting Wrapped Candy, etc.                

We will once again host an Easter Egg Hunt for the children on Easter          
Sunday this year in the courtyard after the 10AM service. We are                    
collecting wrapped candy, stickers, coins, etc. to use to stuff the eggs on Sat., 
3/30. If you can donate toward this fun tradition, please bring in your items 
and place them in the appropriate bin. We have PLENTY of plastic eggs to stuff, 
so please don't bring any more of those. Way to go with the reusing, friends! 
3/31/24 GSLC Easter Schedule:  

           Sunrise Worship Service @8AM, Outside At Cross                                              
           Breakfast Served, 8:30—10AM, Jacobson Hall                                                                              

      Easter Worship Service @ 10AM, Sanctuary                                                                          
      Easter Egg Hunt @ 11AM, Court Yard                                                                                        

Easter Lily Orders                       

mailto:13jdixon13@gmail.com
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Girl Scout Cookies are available until April 
5!  You may go to https://
www.girlscouts.org/en/cookies/how-to-buy
-cookies..html or email Sheri Eggebraaten 
at  massagesbysheri@aol.com or if you  
prefer, you may call Sheri at 559-903-1851 
to place your order.  They even deliver your 
cookies!  The cost is $6.00 a box. 

Troop 5045 meets once a month at Good Shepherd.  On February 18 these two young ladies 
represented their troop at Good Shepherd selling cookies in person to our GS members. 

Here are the cookies available for 2024: 
Adventurefuls                                                                                                                                                      
LemonUps                                                                                                                                                               
Caramel Chocolate Chip (gluten free)                                                                                                                 
Tagalongs (aka Peanut Butter Patties)                                                                                                          
Samoas (aka Caramel DeLites)    Thin Mints                                                                
Do-si-dos  (Peanut Butter Sandwich)   Toast-Yay!                                                                    
Girl Scout S’mores      Trefoils                                                               
Lemonades 

It’s Girl Scout Cookie Season!   

Celebrating Neil & Verna Walden’s                                 
75th Anniversary  

Altar flowers on Sun, March 17 are in celebration of Neil 
& Verna Walden’s 75th Wedding Anniversary.  Please 
help celebrate their anniversary with prayer and cards.      
Neil & Verna Walden    7 Laguna Seca Ct.                                                                                        
                                 St. Helena, CA 94578 

https://www.girlscouts.org/en/cookies/how-to-buy-cookies..html
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/cookies/how-to-buy-cookies..html
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/cookies/how-to-buy-cookies..html
mailto:massagesbysheri@aol.com
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2024 Lenten Project & St. Patty’s Day Potluck on 
Sunday, March 17!   

OWLS Soar March18 @ Noon 

     Most years our Christian Education team likes to  
       come up with some sort of creative activity or craft                  
       during Lent that we can make and then use to         
enhance our Easter worship. This year we will be making butterfly and 
Easter egg magnets. Please plan now to join your church family for 
this activity along with an Irish themed potluck on 3/17 after worship.   
You can cook or bake whatever you like, of course, but we thought it 
would be fun to have a little St Patrick's Day theme for lunch since it falls 
on Sunday this year.  Don't forget to wear green and get your Irish on! 

OWLS will soar to Sandy's on March 18, Monday.  A NOON potluck of hoots and 
hollers. Will have every piece of tableware provided.  Hopefully we can finally 
play Crazy 8's and UNO this time.  

 Community Concert                                                                         
The world-renowned Concordia Choir of Moorhead, Minnesota, under the             
direction of Dr.  Michael Culloton, will perform in Paul Shaghoian Memorial  
Concert Hall on Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. From the music of J.S. 

Bach to familiar hymn arrangements, The Concordia Choir will amaze you with their technical 
mastery and incredible sound. Visit ConcordiaTickets.com for tickets. For more information 
see the poster on the breezeway bulletin board. For any questions contact Susan Berg by 
email at: bergkenneth@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

We could use: Rice, bagged pasta, canned sauces, canned vegetables (Corn, Green 
Beans), canned fruit (fruit cocktail, peaches, pineapple), canned chili beans, egg 
noodles, Cream of mushroom or chicken soup, Mayo, canned tuna, chicken or beef, 
ramen noodles, Mac N Cheese, boxed pasta meals, peanut butter and grape jelly. 
Donations can be dropped off at the office M - F, from 9AM - 1PM. 

Pantry Needs Restocking 

LHN Free Neighborhood Market                                           
@ Bulldog Pantry, 3/2, 9 -11a.m. 

 

         There will be a drive through food distribution of the Lutheran Hunger Network’s 
         FREE Neighborhood Market at the Bulldog Pantry located at 2311 E. Shaw Ave. on 
Saturday, 3/2, from 9-11 a.m. You can come for any or all and don't need to have signed up.  
Central CA Food Bank will provide gloves, but volunteers need to bring their own masks if  
desired and wear close toed shoes. As in the past, anyone planning to  volunteer on             
Saturday who is or has been feeling ill - especially if they have or have had a fever, cough or 
flu-like symptoms - is asked to PLEASE stay home. Volunteers will be encouraged to drive 
through and get food for their own household, too, just like usual.  Please share this                  
information with anyone you know who could benefit and with those who might want to  
volunteer. Questions can be directed to Julie @ 13jdixon13@gmail.com or 559-287-3457.  
Thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry. 

http://concordiatickets.com/
mailto:bergkenneth@comcast.net
mailto:13jdixon13@gmail.com
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OWLS      
A hoot of ten OWLS actually made it to February's hangout.  Honey 

Baked Ham served up some scrummy sandwiches.  Many were disap-
pointed that soup is no longer on the menu.  It was hard to coo over the 

tall, backed booths but that didn't stop us for two hours.  Susan 
snatched the HUGE Chocolate Kiss door prize.   

Thanks to Gloria for the sweet donation.  No castings were left behind 
for we bussed our perches before takeoff.   



 12 

 

Scout Sunday 
Scouting in America                                                                                                          

Good Shepherd has traditionally celebrated Scout Sunday on 
the first Sunday of February to recognize the Boy Scouts of 

America, the local Scout troop that met in our Community Cen-
ter, and our members who have participated in the Scouting program as troop 

members or as leaders and mentors. This year no Scout troop currently meets on our campus. 
However, today we celebrate Our Lord and Savior, and acknowledge the roles that The Boy 

Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of America have played in guiding and nurturing Christ-
like values in young people to become productive members of their community.                                 
We pray God's blessing on these programs to enrich the lives of young people                                        

and bring light to our world.  

Dee Wright’s                   
Grandson, Zenon, 
Greg's son, loves            

robotics and mountain 
biking as well as 

Scouts! 

Carolyn Linn’s son  
Kevin Linn (he was 

once a Cub Scout him-
self) and his son Oscar, 

aged 9.  
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Putting the letters of Alleluia in 
a box to be opened at Easter! 



 19 

 

 



 20 

 

 

Julie’s Kids Talk                                                     

February 18  Worship Service 
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Birthday Gals 

Happy 95th Birthday to Vonny Rae Sturgeon 
and Happy 100th Birthday to Irene Pierini  
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Thank you to all the members that contribute every month to the newsletter 
in some form or another.  Your contribution makes creating the Newsletter a            
blessing and a success.  Whether it’s pictures, articles, expressions of                  
gratitude, or upcoming events the effort is greatly appreciated.                              
The Newsletter is vital to keeping connected.                                                                                
God Bless!!  Kathy 

Thank You Contributors!! 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out to help with the   
Lutheran Hunger Network FREE Neighborhood Market on 
2/3. We put food into the trunks of hundreds of cars,             
helping to feed so many of our neighbors. Thank you for 
your smiling faces, your hard work, and your loving hearts!                                                                                                                                                            
Shalom. Peace. Paz.                                                                                                                                             

Many thanks to all who came to our Pancake Party on Shrove     
Tuesday! Special thanks to Janet for bringing the ham, pancake   
toppings, and the potato casserole; to Julie for bringing the King 

Cake and Tom for volunteering to bring it next year; and to John & Austin Hays for making all 
the pancakes. It was great to share so much laughter, conversation, delicious food, and fun 
as we used up all the fat before Lent! 

Many Thanks!!  

Thank You to Everyone! 
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Pastor Ted Niemi 

Carolyn Linn:  Assistant Lay Minister 

Congregation President :  Mary Norris 

Organist:  Susan Berg                  

Youth Ministries: Julie Werfelmann       

Church Office Secretary: Kathy Edison 

Worship Service  10:00 am 

   Office Hours Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm 

Phone:  (559) 225-2092 

Church office e-mail:  gslcfresno@att.net 

Pastor Ted’s office e-mail:                                                 
PastorTedGSLC@gmail.com 

Church Web Site:  www.fresnogslc.org 

www.fresnogslc.org 
Facebook: gslcfresno                                                              

Instagram: gslc_fresno 

THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE 

The Monthly Newsletter of 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church ELCA 

5140 North Fruit Ave., Fresno, CA 93711 

MISSION STATEMENT 

SHARING THE 

LOVE OF 

JESUS 


