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August 2022 

Dear Friends, 

 My parents are members of Lord of Life Luther-
an Church in Surprise, AZ.  Their pastor, Pastor Steve, 
shared the information below.  It is about the importance 
of being together.  This is from his article: 

“Research shows that attending faith-based services 
four times per month will add 4-14 years of life expectancy.  
From a purely pragmatic point of view, that’s reason 
enough to belong to a faith-based community.  Increase 
your life expectancy by 10%?  That’s a big deal!  Think of all 
the ‘wonder drugs’ that claim to help you live longer.  And, 
of course, we don’t just want to live longer, we want to live 
better.  We want to be happy, health and whole.   

How does belonging to a faith-based community help 
with that? 

Well, let’s think about what it means to belong.  The 
Oxford English dictionary defines belong as being 

1. In the right or suitable place and 

2. comfortable and happy in a particular situation or 
with a particular group of people   

When a person ‘belongs’, it doesn’t mean that his/her 
situation is necessarily good.  Life isn’t a bowl of cher-
ries.  We experience ups and downs, good times and 
bad.  Ecclesiastes says that there is a time for every-
thing, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to 
mourn and a time to dance. 

Who wants to laugh and dance alone?  And who 
wants to weep and mourn alone?  Life is better when 
we experience it together.  We can be comfortable in 
any situation when we know that we are not alone; 
when we know that we belong to God and to a commu-
nity of faith.   
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Our sense of belonging changes as we age.  Living longer 
may mean that we outlive our spouse, siblings and friends, the 
people with whom we have the closest relationship.  And then we 
may withdraw, spending more time at home, alone. 

When that happens it’s vital for the church to continue 
reaching-out to renew that sense of belonging.  If you notice that 
someone is absent or alone, here are some things you can do: 

• offer a ride to church, the store, or medical appointment 

• invite the person to dinner 

• call or visit regularly 

• sit together during worship and happy hour 

• alert the pastors if the person needs a visit, telephone minister or 
eucharistic minister 

 Marines have a saying that I have always like:  ‘we started 
together, we finish together.’  In other words, we take care of each 
other and leave no one behind.  We belong together. 

 That’s a good motto for the church, as well.  We belong to God 
and to a community of faith.  We all want to live better, longer.  
Happy, healthy and whole.  Together.   

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Ted 
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Prayer Concerns 

Members in Need of 
Prayer:                                           
Kay Schumacher & 
Family on the Loss of 
Her Husband, Richard.                                       
Carolyn Linn                         
Mary Schmidt                  
Vonny Sturgeon                                   
Chris Walker                                          
Arlene Robbins                        
Mary Norris & Family                                                                                                         
Julie Werfelmann & 
Family                                      
Jennifer Neer & Family                          
Connie Alvarado                                                   
Doris Moscatelli                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Mabel Vogler                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Susan Berg                                                                                                                                                                              
Irene Pierini                                      
Jocelyn Miller                                                     
Kirsten Linder                                                       
Jim Thompson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Sheri Bolm – 8/01             

Whitney Linder – 8/01       

Margie Kinler – 8/03          

Jim Sanborn – 8/04           

Janet McQuillan – 8/07       

Stacy Lairson – 8/15             

Jo Ann Huebner – 8/25      

Paul Bolm – 8/31 

 *Any one that has seen a 
missing or incorrect birthday, 

baptismal, or anniversary 
date please contact Kathy in 

the office. 559-225-2092 

 

 

Julie Werfelmann – 8/01       

William Hayes – 8/20   

Heather Walker – 8/27     

Steve Smith – 8/27        

                                           PRAYERS FOR 

All Good Shepherd Families Who Have Lost Loved Ones, Members of Our Military Ser-
vice, First Responders, & Those Affected by Natural Disasters and COVID-19.  

For Prayer Requests Call or email the Church Office 225-2092/gslcfresno@att.net 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family and Friends:                                                                                                   
Jennifer (Wilk) Wenzel                                
The Wenzel Family (Wilk/Wenzel)      
Gracie (Sullivan)                                       
Carlos & Anne Cortez (Norris)                             
Kevin Linn (Linn)                                              
Jorgenson Family on the loss of 
their father and gpa. (Hays)                                                              
Jack Hannah (Fake)                                               
Kathy Edison & Rhylee Dinning                                                       
Johnny Rosales                                                    
Kathy & Child                                                                                     
Sandy Robbins (Robbins)                                         
Karl & Pauline Ritterbush                                                                                 
Autumn Dunlop (Anderson)                                                                             
JJ Werfelmann (Julie)                                                                      
Gloria Valdez (Norris)                                                  
Joe Romero family upon his 
death.                                                                       
Elizabeth Rosales (Victor Rosales)                          
Emily & Sawyer Bogart (Anderson)                                                               
Roger Robbins (Robbins)                                        
Michelle B.  (Norris)                                               
Jaylyssa (Saturday Sports Family)                      
Bonnie Wolfe (Norris)                                                     
Diane’s Sisters & Niece                                     
Mona White                                                                                              
Hudson Otten (Anderson)                                                                      
Marilyn & Family (Linn)                                                              
Mary (Wilk)                                                                                                                                                                                      
David Davenport (Linder)                                                                                  
Anne Todd-Cortez (Norris)                                                                                                       
Karen Ohanesian (Hays)                                                                                                       
Rosemary (Vonny)                                                 
Eric & Cathy Bose (Bachar)                                                                  
Nathan Robbins (Robbins)                                                                           
Darlee (Norris)                                                 
Molly (Norris)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Anthony Chollicho                                                               
Kim Carlson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Bob/Sheila Boehringer - 
8/03                                                   

Art/Janet Mehl - 8/10                
Sean/Suzanne Walker - 

8/20                                               
Paul/Sheri Bolm - 8/20                 

Francis/Carol Sullivan - 8/22                                                  
Ted/Norma Miller - 8/26               

Jim/Ruth Thompson - 8/30 
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Month Income Expenses Difference  

Jan. $26,059.68 $25,671.37 $388.31 

Feb $39,072.90 $26,260.04 $12,812.86 

Mar $19,168.42 $27,104.30 ($7,935.88) 

Apr $26,422.41 $27,329.12 ($906.71) 

May $30,210.94 $17,278.61 $12,932.33 

Jun $13,475.40 $36,120.31 ($22,644.91) 

Jul $20,443.26 $21,973.25 ($1,529.99) 

Aug     $0.00 

Sep     $0.00 

Oct     $0.00 

Nov     $0.00 

Dec     $0.00 

Total  $174,853.01 $181,737.00 ($6,883.99) 

Dear Good Shepherd Family, 

Happy Summer everyone.  Our year to date giving is ahead of budget by $9,349.00 which 

is good news considering summer is traditionally the low giving months, so our giving in 

July was below budget.   The only major expense we had this month was the air condition-

ing repair and finishing the electrical repair.  These came out of designated funds, so they 

do not appear in our expenses report and did not impact the budget adversely. In August 

we will have $6,561 that will have to come out of the budget.  Two classroom air condi-

tioners have gone out.  They are on backorder and will not be in until mid to late August. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and see you at VBS.  

 
Yours in Christ,  

Caroline Sullivan  

July Financials 

|5140 N. Fruit Ave.| Fresno, CA 93711|                                                      

|5140 N. Fruit Ave.|                                       

|www.fresnogslc.org| 
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COFFEE HOSTS/HOSTESSES NEEDED!!! 
We need people to sign up to be host/hostess for August/
Sept.  If you are able to host/hostess for a Sunday, please sign 
up in Jacobson Hall. 

Check Out These Announcements                     
& Mark Your Calendar                                                            

For These Upcoming Events! 

VBS (This Changes Everything) 7/31, 8/7 &8/14 

 July 31, 8/7 & 14 - VBS:  Theme—”This Changes Everything" 
 Aug. 21 - “Pool Party” Teens and Youth 11:30am—1pm                                                                              
 Sept. 10 - God's Work, Our Hands: LHN Free Neighborhood Market GSLC Host 
      Sept. 11 - Rally Sunday Barbeque Lunch 
 TBA - Pet Blessing, Court Yard After Service 
      Oct. 22 - Memorial Garden Spaghetti Dinner 
 TBA- Halloween Pumpkin Carving 

August/September/October Events 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God. —Ephesians 2:8 

THIS truly changes EVERYTHING! God's generous gift of grace to each of us 
has the power to change everything in our individual lives and al-
so everything in our life together as the Church. We will continue and ex-
pand upon this transforming theme we started last year. This VBS theme of 
change is particularly appropriate in our world that is still feeling the effects 
of Covid-19, not to mention the difficulties of war and drought.  

We hope everyone will find the time to join together to be nourished and 
encouraged through God's Word to us. Pastor Ted is leading the adult class 
in the community center while various crafts and activities will be offered 
for children of all ages in Jacobson Hall.  

Dinner will begin at 5:30 in Jacobson Hall and then classes divided by age 
will run from 6:30-7:30. Closing music and snacks will be from 7:30-8 in Jacobson, and the 
adults are invited to join the children once again for this time of fun and praise. Mark your 
calendars for 8/7 and 8/14. Please contact Julie @ 559-287-3457 or 13jdixon13@gmail.com 
if you have ques-
tions.                                                                                                                                                           
   Come and let your heart - your whole identity - be changed by God's grace!                                          
                                 Bring your friends and family, too! 

mailto:13jdixon13@gmail.com
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GET INVOLVED!!!                                                                              

Saturday, 9/10/22 
Our congregation will be participating 
again this year in the ELCA's countrywide 
service project. Lutheran congregations 
throughout the U.S. will be serving our 
communities on this particular weekend in 
all kinds of different ways, and Good Shep-
herd is no exception. The Lutheran Hunger 
Network will take place here, and the 
Sewing Saints will be working on a project. 
We will put together "Blessing Bags" for 
our Westside Rescue friends to distribute 
to their human clients. If you have any ide-
as, please see Janet Mc, Art, Sharon, or me. Start making your plans now as to how you'd 
like to participate. We hope to see everyone involved in some way.                                                                                                                                                 
Thank you!  Shalom, Julie 

Dear friends,                                                                                                                                     
How would you like to help contribute to our worship experience? Here are some brilliant 
opportunities to share your gifts and to grow in your faith and in your relationships with 
others by helping out in any or all of the following areas!                                                                                                                                                           
Lectors - people who read the lessons on Sunday morning.                                                                 
Greeters - arrive early to welcome others to Sunday worship and handout bulletins.                                                      
Children's Church leaders - go to Jacobson or playground for special kids' time after the 

Gospel and through the prayers of the church. Brief discussion or activity around 
one of the lessons followed by some play and the Lord's Prayer before re-
turning in time for communion. (You can still catch the sermon and prayers 
via  Facebook later in the day!)                                                                                                                                              

Altar Guild - come early to prepare the altar or stay late to put away communion 
items.                                                                                                                                                   
Videographers - record Sunday worship via Facebook Live for those who can't make 
it to worship. 

Save the Date                                                                             
God’s Work, Our Hands 

Please prayerfully consider how you can make worship more welcom-
ing, more joyous, and more meaningful - for yourself AND for every-
one else, too - by contributing in some of the aforementioned ways. 
You can offer to substitute, pick a month, or pick a regular week of the 
month to share your gifts through any of these ministries. Please con-
tact Gloria Miller, Suzie Gutierrez, Pastor Ted, or me if you have any 
questions or would like to join in the work of the church in this way.                                                
Thank you! Julie W. 
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The ’Christ in Our Home’ Devotional for July, Aug., and Sept. is available in the 
office.  You may pick one up M-F, 9am-1pm or you can email Kathy and she will 
send one out, just let her know if you prefer regular or large print. 

Christ in Our Home 

LHN Free Neighborhood Market                                           
@ Hope Lutheran Church, 8/06, 9 -11a.m. 

There will be a food distribution of the Lutheran Hunger Network's FREE 
Neighborhood Market at Hope Lutheran located at 364 E. Barstow Ave. on 
Saturday, 8/06, from 9-11 a.m. Central CA Food Bank will provide gloves, 
and you will need to bring your own mask. On 8/6, anyone planning to vol-
unteer who is or has been feeling ill - especially if they have or have had a 
fever, cough or flu-like symptoms - is asked to PLEASE stay 
home. Volunteers will be encouraged to get food for their own household, 

too, just like usual.  Please share this information with everyone you know who could benefit 
and with those who might want to volunteer.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of this ministry!                                                                                           
Julie W. 

Personal Care Kits                                                                                                           

Hi! GOOD Shepherd will cele-
brate God's Work, Our Hands 
on Saturday September 10, 
2022. We will again assemble 
Personal Care Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief Disaster Relief. The 
bin is available for donations 
and here is the simple list of 
items. Many thanks for your 
donations! Contact JoAnn 
Huebner with any questions. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NEEDED:                                                                                     

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 
52” x 27”), dark color recommended                                                                                      
TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., 
any brand, in original wrapping--cellophane NOT boxes.                                                                               
ONE adult-size toothbrush or multi packages                          
ONE sturdy comb, and                                                                   
ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 



 9 

 

 

  The Unsinkable Greta James     
               Saturday, August 6 at 9:30 am – Community Center 

Greta James's rise to indie stardom was hard-won. Before she graced magazine 
covers and played to sold out venues, she spent her girlhood practicing her gui-
tar in the family garage, full of big dreams and determination. Her first fan was 
her mother, Helen, who always encouraged Greta to follow her heart. But her 
father, Conrad, was less supportive; he saw only a precarious road ahead for 
his daughter, and always pushed her to make more practical choices. 

Greta has spent her life trying to prove him wrong. And she's succeeded beyond even her 
own wildest dreams. But a week after her mother's sudden death, and just before the 
launch of her high-stakes sophomore album, she completely falls apart on stage. The foot-
age quickly goes viral, and she stops playing, her career suddenly in the exact kind of jeop-
ardy her father always predicted. 

Months later, Greta--still heartbroken and humiliated and trying to find a way back to her 
music--reluctantly agrees to accompany Conrad on the week-long Alaskan cruise her par-
ents had booked to celebrate their fortieth anniversary. It could be their last chance to heal 
old wounds and forge a new relationship in the wake of such loss. But the trip will also 
prove to be a voyage of discovery for them both, as well as for Ben Wilder, a historian also 
struggling with a major upheaval in his life. 

As Greta works to build back her confidence, and Ben confronts an uncertain future, they 
find themselves relying on each other to make sense of life's difficult, unexpected choices. 
In the end, Greta must face the biggest challenge of all: can she find a way to listen to the 
song within her while also making peace with those who love her?      -- Powell’s Books 

 
Mark your                 

calendars  ✅               
September 11th - 

Plan to bring a 
friend to celebrate! 

More info to        
follow… 

GSLC Rally Day 2022!!!                                                                                                       

Get ready to join us in September as we begin our monthly book 
club.  We meet the third Sunday of most months at 4:00 in the 
Community Center.  For our September 18 meeting, we will be 

reading Sue Monk Kidd’s “The Book of Longings”. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

 

Beginning Wednesday evening, September 21 at 6:30 we will begin our study on "Isaiah - 
Striving less and trusting God more."  This is written by Melissa 
Spoelstra.  We did a study by her in "Numbers - Learning content-
ment in a culture of more" in 2019. 

"Isaiah wrote messages of both judgment and hope. Pastor H.B. 
Charles wrote, 'Real faith is ambidextrous. It can take blessings in 
one hand and trouble in the other, lifting both in the worship of the 
God who is worthy of our stubborn trust, complete obedience, and 
unceasing praise.' Throughout our study of Isaiah, we'll learn to be 
ambidextrous. Hopefully by the time we turn the last page, we will 
be able to lift both hands in worship. We won't be striving harder, but instead trusting more 
deeply the Faithful One who is so worthy of our utter dependence." 

Books available from the usual on-line book sources, including Amazon and Lifeway. 
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GSLC Revival 2022 
BULA 

 
Salt & Light 

Begins 9/18 from 11-1                                                     
We are reimagining Sunday morn-
ings for youth and children. Chil-
dren's church will continue to be 
available during the sermon portion 
of worship, featuring some kid-
focused ministry moments and an 

activity of some kind. After worship, youth and 
children can grab some snacks with friends and 
family in Jacobson Hall. By 11:15, it will be Salt 
& Light time, and all kids and youth are invited 
to head over to the community center and oth-
er parts of the campus for bible story time, lots 
of creative play, and faith conversations. Fami-
lies will need to pick up their children at 1 pm. 

Rudy Roberts, President of BULA 

John Hays with Rudy Roberts at                     
GSLC Revival 2022 

The goal of BULA is to recruit, organize and equip 
people for short-term mission adventures that will 
mutually challenge each participant and support the 
ongoing ministries of Christian missionaries serving 
abroad.   Visit the website:  www.bulaministries.org 
to find out more about this wonderful organization, 
their scheduled trips and how to donate. 

Swim for Kids and Youth 8/21 11:30-1:30           
It's another pool party to kick off the 
school year! Kids and youth are invited to 
come over to Julie's house to swim again 
for a couple of hours. We'll set up the 
pool volleyball net once again and plan to 
have some splashy, wavy fun together. 
Lunch will be served and friends are wel-
come. Please RSVP to Julie @ 559-287-
3457. 
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Gunner Wilk 
2007-2022 

This is Gunner Wilk. He loved to play frisbee 
and was the best boy! He crossed over the 
Rainbow Bridge in June. He lived to be 15 and 
was blessed many times by Pastor Ted at 
GSLC. 

The Wilk’s Gunner and Guinness 
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CELEBRATING 20 YRS. 

Janet and Julie pay tribute to Pr. Ted during the church service.  

A reception was held in Jacobson Hall following the service on July 17.  

Congratulations,  
Pastor Ted!!! 
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BSA Troop 130 

Josh Cory from 
Troop 130 com-
pleted his Eagle 

Scout project this 
month.  He added 
two new planters 
behind the Com-
munity Center,     

repaired the drip 
irrigation that is on 
a timer, augment-

ed the soil and 
added flowers for 

color.  

 It looks great Josh! 

Eagle 
Project 
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 WHAT IS OUR CHRISTIAN VIEW? 

My second husband, tried to enlist during the Vietnam War years. His eyesight was so 
poor he was not accepted. Later in life was a gun owner and an NRA member. He partici-
pated in black powder competitions where members would go through a scene mockup 
competing for time and accuracy. I once visited a gun range with him and fired a rifle at clay 
pigeons and a target. He was surprised at my accuracy--my vision was better than 20/20 in 
my younger days! 

Fast forward to a year after his death in 1995. I was left with a collection of rifles, hand-
guns and a gun safe. I subsequently sold most of the guns through one of the gun shops. 

However one item was an assault rifle. He had owned it for just a couple of years. As-
sault rifles flooded the gun market after the Cold War ended. Russian and other countries 
wanted to raise money and sold them to any market 

What to do with an assault rifle? Even before mass shootings I could not in good con-
science keep OR sell it. I had learned from him how destructive they could be and how 
they differed from other guns. Not only did I not want to have it in the house, I didn't want 
to think that anyone else could ever use it against innocent people. 

I called my brother who has a machine shop in southern California. "Can you get rid of 
this for me? Can you destroy it somehow with the equipment in your shop?" "Sure," he re-
plied. "Bring it down. I can cut it apart so it can't be used." A few weeks later it was de-
stroyed. There is no good reason to have such destructive tools all over the US. 

 

This is MY Christian view "Thou shall not kill”. Having a gun for protection is fine. Using a 
rifle to hunt, supplementing family food needs is useful. Using an item for mass destruction 
in peacetime is NOT FINE. Pastor Ted said one Sunday we are "to bear, share and care"; to 
bear each other's burdens, to share our basic needs with others in some way; to care for 
the lame and ill--not to kill. 

This is my opinion and my testimony. I don't want to hear about another mass shooting. 
I am in despair-there's nothing left to say, nothing left to talk about. Let's not wait until 
there's nothing left..... 

Submitted by DW 7/6/2022 
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OWLS                                                                                               
(Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors)                                      

From The Hooties                                                            
A Glimpse Into The Future                                          
Courtesy of Carolyn Linn 
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 I know I shouldn't have done this but I am 83 years-old and 
I was in the McDonald's drive-through this morning and the 

young lady behind me leaned on her horn and started 
mouthing something because I was taking too long to place 

my order.  

So, when I got to the first window I paid for her order along with my own.  The 
cashier must have told her what I'd done, because as we moved up she leaned out 
her window and waved to me and mouthed "Thank you.", obviously embarrassed 

that I repaid her rudeness with kindness.  When I got to the second window, I 
showed them both receipts and took her food too.  

 Now she has to go back to the end of the queue and start all over again.  

  Don't blow your horn at old people, they have been around a long time.  

Shouldn’t Have Done This!!!                                                                                     
(Courtesy of Sandy T.) 
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                    A BIG Thank You  

A big thank you to all my GSLC family for the prayers, cards, messag-
es and well wishes.  You have lifted my spirits and renewed my 
hopes.  I am feeling stronger each day and looking forward to wor-
shiping with you again.  God’s Blessings to all - Arlene 

 

Thank you to all who helped with the Revival on July 27th: Rudy Robert’s 
for speaking about her Nonprofit BULA, Kathy, Victor, Janet, Dana, Cecile, 
Julie, John, Jill, Lisa & Pastor. I could not have done it without each and eve-
ryone of you. Thank you GSLC for your prayers and donations!  
Live in the Faith lane, Sue Hays  

THANK YOU ❤ 

Thank you so much to this Good Shepherd family who showered me 
with such love and care on my birthday this year. It was the first one 
since Paul died, and it was a pretty hard day for me.  

So many of you called, texted, Facebooked, mailed cards, and/or 
emailed me that I definitely felt all that love and compassion surround-
ing me, bringing comfort and joy. Thank you for your kindness and gen-
erosity.                                                                                                                 
❤Much love, Julie W 

Note of Thanks  
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