Here are some Biblical references for spiritual goodness from the New Living Translation (NLT):
1. Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)
"But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!"
· Context: This verse lists the Fruit of the Spirit, including goodness, as qualities produced in the life of a believer through the Holy Spirit.
2. Romans 15:14 (NLT)
"I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are rich in goodness, knowledge, and competence."
· Context: Paul commends the Roman believers for their richness in goodness, indicating that spiritual goodness is a mark of a mature and knowledgeable Christian.
3. Ephesians 5:9 (NLT)
"For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true."
· Context: This verse highlights that the light of Christ in believers produces goodness, reflecting the nature of God.
4. Matthew 5:16 (NLT)
"In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father."
· Context: Jesus teaches that good deeds should be visible and serve as a testament to God's goodness, leading others to praise Him.
5. Titus 3:8 (NLT)
"This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to insist on these teachings, so that all who trust in God will devote themselves to doing good works. These teachings are good and beneficial for everyone."
· Context: Paul emphasizes that believers should be devoted to doing good works, which are beneficial for everyone.

6. 2 Thessalonians 1:11 (NLT)
"So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to do."
· Context: Paul prays for believers to be empowered to accomplish good works as prompted by their faith.
7. Acts 10:38 (NLT)
"And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him."
· Context: This verse describes Jesus' ministry of doing good and healing, reflecting the ultimate example of spiritual goodness.
8. Proverbs 11:17 (NLT)
"Your own soul is nourished when you are kind; it is destroyed when you are cruel."
· Context: This proverb highlights that kindness, an aspect of goodness, nourishes the soul, while cruelty has destructive effects.
9. Psalm 34:8 (NLT)
"Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!"
· Context: This verse invites people to experience God's goodness, emphasizing that God's nature is fundamentally good.
10. 1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NLT)
"See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people."
· Context: Paul instructs believers to always strive to do good, even in the face of wrongdoing, reflecting the character of goodness in their interactions.
These references provide a biblical foundation for understanding and practicing goodness as part of the Fruit of the Spirit, emphasizing that goodness is a reflection of God’s character and should be evident in the lives of believers.

