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Springfield and Central Illinois
African American History Museum

Annual Membership Report — 2020 Wrap-up

2020 Wrap-up

Dear Members and Friends,

It is rather amazing that considering the devastating

effects of so many

2020 events in this country,

the AAHM has had some remarkable highpoints.

An innovative event for the museum was The Indoor

Garage Sale held at the museum January 18 — 23, 2020.

We regularly ask you for donations but we ourselves also

donate money for our expenses. We earned enough from

the garage sale to sponsor our annual membership

meeting with refreshments and door prizes and more.

pringfield, IL 62702

can American History
Museum

Saturday, January 18, 2020

11am.- 4 p.m.

The Garage Sale was a great success!

The Annual Museum Membership Meeting for 2020 was held successfully and joyfully in February with

good food, good reports and a live band.

w

—

— {nnual Meeting
Jow“'-"‘:"!"f ,.a_.'ﬁ_‘—&

il

Nell R. Clay presents “The 2019 Year in Review” at the Annual Membership Meeting

Aojourner




It was after the High School History Bowl Finals held in March
at the Museum that the realization of the deadly Corona Virus
— COVID-19 really hit home for most of us. On March 17, in line
with the State of lllinois mitigations, the Museum closed its
doors to the public. It re-opened on August 28, until raging
Corona Virus cases in the state demanded another closing.

AN

High School History Bowl, 2019

During the closing, the lllinois Dept of Public Health
held COVID-19 testing at the Museum where they set
up for people to come and get tested. From July 28
- September 22, the museum held Voter Registration
Drives, conducted inside the museum by several
sororities and fraternities, Black Lives Matter
Springfield Chapter and the League of Women
Voters.

Voter Registration Drive

Throughout the year we tried to keep in contact with our membership through Facebook, our Quarterly
Newsletter, Sojourner, and our Website. The Museum developed 7 videos about our exhibits, narrated
by volunteers and board members. These videos are still on our website.

All year, our Facebook page kept you updated on current history, posting notable deaths — Civil Rights
icon John Lewis, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, basketball star Kobe Bryant and his
daughter, Gianna and 9 others in a helicopter crash, and Broadcaster Gwen Ifill.

A H Springfield and Central lllinois
African American History Museum

Springfield and Central lllinois Africa#
American History Museum B

The Museum will reopen March 4, 2021

Thursday-Saturday Noon until 4:00PM
1440 Monument Avenue
Springfield, lllinois 62702

Follow us on Facebook & visit our website www.spiaahm.org for the latest news Virtual Tour of our Museum

dojourner



9th Annual Honoring owr Heritage Gala

“Gelebrating Empowerment Through the Ballot”

Sprengfield & Gentral Hinods
. (///:1'('(1/1 American '7(13'/0{?. WHasewn'’s Heroes:
Virtual Fundraiser //)()/M‘()/W

The Lincoln Colored Home

We posted historic appointments such as the appointment of Wilton
Gregory as the 1% black American cardinal, and Kathryn Harris, AAHM
Board Member, as “2020’s First Citizen” in Springfield. We shared with you
short spotlights on historical figures such as Harriet Tubman, Mary Mcleod
Bethune, Vivien Thomas and others.

By the end of 2020, our Facebook page has 1,895 followers. Join us there
and go to our website, www.spiaahm.org to stay informed. The museum’s
mission is to educate you, celebrating and sharing and keeping you informed
about our history and culture. We will do this in person, on our media
forums, in Zoom gatherings and special presentations - anywhere we can.

In September we began another innovative
way to fund the museum. We are always
dependent on you for our wherewithal, but we
began something different - a Virtual Gala
Fundraiser in place of our Gala, canceled
because of the Corona Virus pandemic. We
contacted you and you delivered! We are so
pleased to inform you that you donated just
under enough to sustain us for much of next
year! We are so grateful!

On November 17" we had a Zoom Webinar on the life of
Sojourner Truth, portrayed by Patricia James Davis. To
continue to inform and educate you, we had two special
Webinars on Zoom on December 15" and 16%, In
conjunction with the Abraham Lincoln Museum and
Library. Robert Davis portrayed Frederick Douglass and
Mary Frances presented a program on Eva Carroll Monroe
and The Lincoln Colored Home. In 2021 there was a special
program “Driving the Green Book” on Zoom.

D/uvm?m
GREEN BOOK

ALVIN HALL AND
JANEE WOODS WEBER

ONTHEIR LIVING

Patricia James Davis portrays Robert Davis portrays
Sojourner Truth Frederick Douglass

“Driving the Green Book”
Alvin Hall and Janée Woods Weber

Aojourner




Also coming again in February 2021 will be the Black History
Bowl. The final day for the high school students from
Springfield High School, Lanphier High School and Southeast
High School, to compete in the Bowl is on March 27,

In September the National
Negro Baseball League will be

on exhibit at the museum.

Students at the 2019 Black History Bow!

And finally, our existing exhibits are ready for your visits when we re-open;
The Middle Passage, Barack Obama, lllinois Firsts, Black Women on U.S.

Postage Stamps, Early African American Pioneers, and our newest
exhibit, the Four Oldest Black Springfield Churches.

The African American Firsts in Illinois Exhibit

We have a new president, Carolyn Farrar, and new board members and volunteers. We are very
thankful to Nell Clay for her past few years of passionate leadership as our President. Thank you, Nell,
for your dedication, energy and resourcefulness.

We are gearing up for re-openings, new innovations, exciting exhibits and with you as our supporters
and cheer leaders, a great year. We are deeply sorrowful for the devastation to jobs, businesses, families,
and lives this past year. Each of us must bring hope where we can, lift up those around us and show
thanks to all the medical workers, essential workers, and others who press on in this battle.

On behalf of the Springfield and Central Il African American History Museum Board, volunteers and
staff; we thank you for being members.

Elizabeth Alexander, author

Jenni Dahl, photo composition

Aojourner



AAHM Perseveres throjuc

Thank you
for you
Dedicati on
during 2

Eli zabet h Al
NeII Clay
June appe
Jennl Dahl
Judy Betts
Carolyn Far|rar
Jayna FIl ati]t
Kat hryn Har|ris
Eri ka Hol sjt
Joan Joyne
Jim Lewis
Sue Massi e
Aar on -reaapd
Roger Power]s
Lynne Sl ighjtom
Jamie Stou
Mary Hel en Yokem
Kevia Mal onjey,
Museum Coordj nator

Visitors4&31Appr ox:
Vol unteer Hourpk: Approx: 372

M R

Greetings African American History Museum f ami/|l
forward to this new year bringing greater nor mal
Throughout-19hpa@O®O¥mMmDc, the Museum provided oppo

community. We havel ihme tperdo garna masr raanyd okfe potn i @& f O méa
-qual ity newslettervv,WV\o.nsptihaeahMm.doerUgmrwaghiBGC|aI m e
reopen to visitors on March 4, 2021 according to
conditions, museum membership has declined.

Museum members are the backbone of our organi ze
the Museum receive new ones. Memberships shoul d
support for the operation of the Museum, exhibit
newsl etter, invitations to speci al events and 10
there can be no Museum.

Pl ease renew your membership now and encour age
Think about gifting memberships to family and fr
great year ahead.

Thank you from the Membership Committee:

Eli zabeth Al exander, Jenni Dahl , Kevia Ma

ojourner 7


http://www.spiaahm.org

