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Museum Reopens to the public March 4, 2021 
Hours: Thursday through Saturday, noon to 4 pm 

SPECIAL EDITION: 2020 Annual Meeting Report 
This Sojourner special edition provides the Annual Membership Report Wrap-up and 
other essential components of a traditional AAHM Annual Meeting. We were unable to 
offer this special event, which typically includes dinner, live music, and enthusiastic 
reports summarizing the past year at the Museum. We look forward to renewing our 
enjoyable annual meetings in the future. If there are any questions about the information 
contained here in, please do not hesitate to contact the Museum for answers. Similarly do 
not hesitate to contact the Museum to find out how you can become a member volunteer.  
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Story by Carolyn Farrar 

 The AAHM will present on September 4 to 
October 30, 2021 the Traveling Exhibit: Negro 
Leagues Beisbol, a production of the Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, MO, at 
the African American History Museum, 1440 
Monument Avenue in Springfield.  

 The exhibit honors and explores the rich history 
and connections of African American baseball with 
Hispanic cultures, communities and countries 
beginning in the late 1800s.  

 The exhibit 
features profiles of 
significant baseball 
players, a timeline of 
American and 
Hispanic baseball 
history, and detailed 
baseball histories of 
several countries. The 
exhibit is bilingual, 
presented in both 
English and Spanish.  

 Unique stories of athletes with ties to the United 
States and Hispanic counties will be featured. They 
include Minnie Minoso, Willard Brown, Oscar 

Charleston, Ray 
Dandridge, Martin 
Dihigo, ñRubeò 
Foster, Josh Gibson, 
ñPanchoò Herrera, 
Monte Irvin, Jose 
Mendez, Emilio 
Navarro, ñBuckò 
OôNeil, ñSatchelò 
Paige, Alex Pompez, 
Pat Scantlebury, 
Pedro Sierra, Luis 
Tiant, Sr., and Willie 
Wells.   

 The Negro 
Leaguesô Springfield 
connection will be 
presented by 
highlighting Josh 
Johnson who lived 
in Springfield and 
played in the Negro 
Leagues and by 
highlights of events 
and games played in 
Springfield and 
Central Illinois. 

Negro Leagues Beisbol Exhibit Rescheduled  
September 4 to October 30, 2021 
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Notes from Immediate Past President Clay 

                                                                                                                                                           

* We will tell authentic stories 
about African American life in 
Central Illinois, past and present, 
celebrating and sharing our 
history and culture while planning 
our future. 
 
* We will do this through 
scholarship, oral history, exhibits, 
partnerships, our board of 
directors, our supporters and our 
friends. We are and will continue 
to be community builders. 
 
* We recognize that our stories 
are unique but connected to 
those of other communities and 
we will support those 
interconnections. We will be 
integral to the cultural life of our 
area. We will partner with like-
minded organizations. We will be 
proactive in our community. We 
will study and apply best 
practices in business, scholarship 
and communication.  
 

B̖̙̈̋ ̖̍ D̛̙̖̙̐̌̊̚ 
 
 

Carolyn Farrar, President 

Joan Joyner, Vice-President 

James Lewis, Treasurer 

Nell Clay, Immediate Past President 

Vincent ñJuneò Chappelle 

Kathryn Harris 

Ann Joseph, PhD 

Lynne Slightom 

Aaron Pearl-Cropp 

Gail Simpson 

Jamie Stout 

Kevia Maloney, Museum Coordinator 

and  Interim Recording Secretary 

   
  is the quarterly newsletter of the Springfield and Central Illinois     
  African American History Museum,1440 Monument Avenue, 
  Springfield, Illinois.   Sue Massie, editor 

AAHM website: spiaahm.org 
Email: siaahf@yahoo.com 

Address: 1440 Monument Ave., 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 301, 
Springfield, IL 62705 

Telephone: 217-391-6323 
Follow us on Facebook 

 

 It was an honor as well as a challenge to serve as the President 
of the Board of Directors of the Springfield & Central Illinois Afri-
can American History Museum (AAHM).  I began volunteering at 
the AAHM in 2015.  Jerrie Blakley, who was president at the time, 
invited me to join the Board of Directors.  I was excited and hon-
ored to be asked. 
 
 From 2016 to 2018, I served as chair of the Program & Exhibit 
Committee.  During this time Doug King was the president and 
toward the end of his term, he asked, persuaded, and convinced me 
to seek the position of President of the AAHM Board of Directors.  
With apprehension, humility, and nervousness, I accepted the posi-
tion.  Why not me? 
 
 I was determined to do the very best I could and work diligently to improve attend-
ance at the Museum, increase our membership, develop meaningful and educational pro-
grams and exhibits; expand our connections with other organizations in the area, im-
prove our visibility in the community and keep the AAHM solvent financially.  With the 
hard work of some of the most dedicated board members & volunteers I have ever 
known, together, we accomplished a lot. 
 
 I wish the new board president, Carolyn Farrar, all the luck in the world and pledge 
to diligently work beside her like the board members that worked beside me and support-

ed me.                  Nell R. Clay 

Greetings to Supporters of the AAHM: 
 
 I am pleased to serve as the President of the Springfield and 
Central Illinois African American History Museum (AAHM). The 
Museum grew out of a noble concept and need to tell the 
ñauthentic stories of African Americans in Central Illinoisò. My 
husband, Curtis, and I have supported the Museum financially and 
as volunteers since its beginning in 2012. I have served as a 
Member of the Board since 2018.  
 
 The growth and impact of the Museum within the community 
has been steady over time based on the sound leadership of a 
dedicated Board of Directors, volunteers, benefactors, and 
community supporters. 
 
 My goals for the Museum include:  

¶ developing a long-term strategic plan;  

¶ increasing the number of members, volunteers, and board members;  

¶ growing community interest and involvement through more hands on and digital 
exhibits; and  

¶ expanding youth involvement by offering more activities and events that would 
appeal to young people. 

 
 I challenge you to volunteer and support the AAHM in any way you can, it shows 
your love for a good story, which Museums tell and authenticate from our past and give 

us a window to our future.            Carolyn Farrar 

Message from President Farrar 
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Thank you Volunteers 

for your  

Dedication and Service 

during 2020 
 

Elizabeth Alexander 

Nell Clay 

June Chappelle 

Jenni Dahl 

Judy Betts Davis 

Carolyn Farrar 

Jayna Flatt 

Kathryn Harris 

Erika Holst 

Joan Joyner 

Jim Lewis 

Sue Massie 

Aaron Pearl-Cropp 

Roger Powers 

Lynne Slightom 

Jamie Stout 

Mary Helen Yokem 

Kevia Maloney,  

Museum Coordinator 
 

Visitors: Approx: 431 
Volunteer Hours: Approx: 372 

M  R   
 Greetings African American History Museum family! What a year the last one has been for us all. We look 
forward to this new year bringing greater normalcy to our lives and to our Museum.  
 Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Museum provided opportunities for our members and the 
community. We have hosted an array of on-line programs and kept information flowing in the Museumôs high
-quality newsletter, on the Museum website www.spiaahm.org , and through social media.  The Museum will 
reopen to visitors on March 4, 2021 according to State Phase 4 guidelines. Because of these restricting 
conditions, museum membership has declined.   
 Museum members are the backbone of our organization. It is critical that memberships are renewed, and 
the Museum receive new ones. Memberships should be renewed in January. Besides providing financial 
support for the operation of the Museum, exhibits and activities, members receive benefits of the quarterly 
newsletter, invitations to special events and 10% discount at the Museum store. Simply put, without members 
there can be no Museum.   
 Please renew your membership now and encourage others to join and become part of the Museum family.  
Think about gifting memberships to family and friends. Let us boost the Museum now for the promise of a 
great year ahead. 
 Thank you from the Membership Committee:  

Elizabeth Alexander, Jenni Dahl, Kevia Maloney, Sue Massie. 

 

 

AAHM Perseveres through 2020   

http://www.spiaahm.org

