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  2nd Sunday in Lent, February 25, 2024 
       Service for the Lord’s Day 

10:30 a. m. 
 

AS YOU PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

In order that people may listen to the music or pray in silence without distraction, 
please refrain from conversation after the music begins  
and kindly silence all cell phones. Thank you.   

 
Children of all ages are welcome to remain in worship. A playroom is available near 
the sanctuary for young children who are accompanied by their parents. 

Prayer Requests: If you have a prayer request which you would like the pastor to 
include in “Prayers of the People,” please fill out the yellow prayer request slip 
found in the pew racks and place it in the offering plate when passed. Ushers will 
take them from the plate and when the offering is brought forward, hand them to 
the Pastor. 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
Prelude  O Lamb Gottes, unschuldig   J. S. Bach 
     O Lamb of God, Pure Spotless 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship (please stand, if able) 
 
Jesus calls us to be his disciples. 
We take up the cross to follow him. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty God, 

whose Son was revealed in majesty 

before he suffered death upon the cross: 

Give us faith to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to bear our cross, 

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn #81  Glorious Things of Thee     

Confession and Pardon 
 

The Invitation:  

 

In the name of Christ, I urge you: 

be reconciled to God. 

 

The Prayer:   

God of mercy, 

you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. 

we confess that we have strayed from you 

and turned aside from your way. 

We are misled by pride, 

for we see ourselves pure when we are stained, 

and great when we are small.  

We have failed in love, 

neglected justice, 

and ignore your truth. 
 

Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. 

Return us to paths of righteousness 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

There follows a moment of silent personal confession 

The Pardon:   
 

Listen, the time has come at last. 

Look, now is the day of Salvation! 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen. 

     

Kyrie:    See Insert   
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Kyrie translation:  

 Lord have mercy 

 Christ have mercy 

 Lord have mercy 

 

Sharing the Peace and Greetings  
 

As God’s forgiven people we extend the peace of Christ to one another 
saying, “the peace of Christ be with you”. 

Sung response  Hymn #822  

 Shalom to you now, shalom my friends. 
 May God’s full mercies, bless you, my friends. 
 In all your living and through your loving, 
 Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom. 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
 
Gracious God, our way in the wilderness, 
guide us, by your Word, through these forty days, 
and minister to us with your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may be reformed, restored, and renewed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (p. 13 of the OT in Bible) 
 
Second Lesson:  Romans 4:13-25 (p. 155 of the NT in Bible) 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 8:31-38  (p. 44 of the NT in Bible) 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem   City Called Heaven  
   Spiritual arr. By Josephine Poelinitz   

Sarah Smith, soprano 
 

Sermon “Discerning The  Presence of God II:   In Suffering    
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Hymn #718 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Voluntary   Antiphon III   Marcel Dupre 
  I am Black but comely, O  Ye Daughters of Jerusalem 

 
Doxology Hymn #606 
  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host; 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication of Offering 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
Hymn #65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude    Antiphon V   Marcel Dupre 
    How Fair and how Pleasant art Thou 

  
(The congregation is invited to remain seated during the Postlude) 

 
Participating in Worship:  
The Rev. Dr. Tom Yorty, Interim Pastor 
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Gregory White, Organist 
Allan Andrews, Minister of Music & Choral Director 
Val Macer,  Liturgist 
Greeters:  Amy Maundrell, Sharon Melius 
Live streamer:  Scott Horton 
 
Next Sunday: 
Liturgist:  Sue Beyer 
Greeters:  Kathy Hallborg, Sandy Robertson 
Live streamer:  Nick Casseri 
 
A-723910 

THIS WEEK … 
 
Sunday, February 25   9:30 am Choir 
     10:30 am  Worship 
     11:30 am Birthday Cake 
     11:30 am Lenten Study 
 
Tuesday, February 26  12:00 pm Food Pantry Open 
 
Thursday, February 28  12:00 pm Food Pantry Open 
 
Saturday, March 2   10:00 am Breakfast with Friends 
      
 
Sunday, March 3    9:30 am Choir 
     10:30 am Worship 
     11:30 am  Lenten Study 

 
Thank you:  Thank you everyone who has made a contribution to the 
Tower/ Elevator  Campaign recently. It is very much appreciated. 
And, thank every one who has made so many contributions over the last 
few years.  - The Tower Campaign 

  
Good News! UPC now has a defibrillator for emergencies. It is located in 
the narthex. Knowing basic CPR and how to operate a defibrillator is a skill 

needed to protect our loved ones. There will be free training offered in the 

near future and we are reaching out to see who may be interested. Please 

contact Pat Cookfair-Casseri if you have any questions and if you are 

interested.   
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THE PRESENCE OF GOD: SERMON SERIES AND BIBLE STUDY 

For today and next Sunday we will continue to investigate what the 
biblical readings for the first three Sundays of Lent have to tell us about 
discerning God’s presence: a) in UPC’s life as a congregation through 
the sermons on February 25, and March 3; and b) in our day to day 
lives as individual followers of Jesus in the Bible study immediately 
following worship on each of these Sundays. 

In the spirit of Dr. Sally Brown, professor of homiletics at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, who makes the case that the sermon preached 
on the Lord’s Day in the life of a congregation should be directed to 
benefit of the life of the community, the church, the sermons will seek 
to sharpen our discernment as a community. Dr. Brown’s perspective is 
offered to counter what she perceived as preaching that favored the life 
of the individual believer. 

Bible study, however, has traditionally been used in the church as a 
means to gaining deeper personal faith. As we gather following worship 
on these three Sundays we will consider what the texts just preached 
upon each of the three Sundays have to tell us about discerning God’s 
presence in our personal journey of faith. 

UPC is at a critical juncture in its life as a congregation. The transition 
from a strong pastorate of over twenty years to the next leader will 
determine what the future holds. What gifts, skills, style of leadership is 
needed? What areas of ministry require strengthening? Where is God 
calling UPC to risk deep change for lively, robust mission and ministry? 
Such questions have implications for the congregation as a whole but 
also for each person called to contribute to and participate in this 11th 
decade of UPC’s life. 

The lessons for today and next week are iconic moments in the life of 
God’s people and in the life of Jesus and his disciples. In both cases, 
the Hebrew people and Jesus and his followers are at the beginning of 
their life in community as Israel and as those called to become the 
church. Hence, the lessons are full of examples and experience about 
how to discern God’s presence. 

Today, February 25: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25;  
Mark 8:31-38. 
 
Sunday March 3: Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25;  
John 2:13-22. 
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Welcome Visitors 

 

University Presbyterian Church (UPC), the members and officers, 
welcomes you today.  Your presence strengthens our faith and our 
commitment as Christ’s disciples.  
 
University Presbyterian Church welcomes all who seek to follow the 
Way of Jesus—the way of compassion and justice—regardless of race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or gender identification.  UPC 
does not discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation in celebrating 
the rites of marriage. 
 

 

University Presbyterian Church Officers and Staff 

    The Rev. Dr. Tom Yorty    Interim Pastor 
    Organist       Gregory White 
    Minister of Music & Choral Director Allan Andrews 
    Treasurer      James W. Smyton 
    Clerk of Session              Pat Cookfair-Casseri 
    Financial Secretary              Barbara C. Lyons 
    Stephen Ministry Referral Coordinator  Kathryn F. Hallborg 
    Administrative Assistant             Peg Kovach 
    Custodian      David Winiarski 
   
 

Mission Statement of University Presbyterian Church 

We are a hungry people who receive Christ, the Bread of Life, 
who sustains us on our journey. We strive to feed as we are fed, 
sharing the Bread to nourish others in body, mind and spirit. 
 

“Let Us Be Bread” 


