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General Information  
 
Written Reciprocity Agreement 

 

The Office of Attorney General may negotiate written “reciprocity agreements” 

with other states to allow residents of each state to carry a concealed firearm in the 

other state.  The Pennsylvania Uniform Firearms Act of 1995 grants the Attorney 

General the “the power and duty to enter into reciprocity agreements with other 

states providing for the mutual recognition of a license to carry a firearm issued by 

the Commonwealth and a license to carry a firearm issued by the other state.”  18 

Pa.C.S. § 6109(k).  The Attorney General is “authorized to negotiate reciprocity 

agreements and grant recognition of a license to carry a firearm issued by another 

state.”  Id. 

 

Mutual Statutory Reciprocity 

 

In some circumstances, the Attorney General may grant mutual reciprocity without 

a written agreement.  Under 18 Pa.C.S. § 6106(b)(15), the Attorney General may 

grant statutory reciprocity where: (1) the other state grants recognition to 

Pennsylvania concealed carry licenses through its laws and (2) that state’s laws 

governing firearms are sufficiently similar to the firearms laws of Pennsylvania.   

 
Unilateral Recognition by Another State 

 
Unilateral recognition occurs when another state recognizes the validity of 

Pennsylvania concealed carry licenses regardless of whether Pennsylvania is able 

to recognize concealed carry licenses issued by that state or that state does not 

require a license to carry a concealed firearm.   
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Carrying a Concealed Firearm in Pennsylvania  
 

Pennsylvania residents who wish to carry a concealed firearm in Pennsylvania 

must have a valid Pennsylvania concealed carry license to do so legally.  18 

Pa.C.S. § 6109(b) states that “an individual who is 21 years of age or older may 

apply to a sheriff for a license to carry a firearm concealed on or about his person 

or in a vehicle within [Pennsylvania].”  Pennsylvania residents generally must file 

their application for a concealed carry license with their county sheriff; however, 

residents of Philadelphia must apply with the chief of police.  A concealed carry 

license issued by another state does not allow a Pennsylvania resident to 

legally carry a concealed firearm in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.   
 

 

 

States That Do Not Require  

Concealed Carry Firearms Licenses  

 
The following states do not require a concealed carry license to carry a concealed 

firearm in that state: 

 

1. Alaska 

2. Arizona 

3. Idaho 

4. Maine 

5. Mississippi 

6. Missouri 

7. New Hampshire 

8. Vermont 

9. West Virginia 

 
  



States Where Pennsylvania Residents with Only a  

Pennsylvania Concealed Carry License Cannot  

Carry a Concealed Firearm  
 

The following states do not allow a Pennsylvania resident to carry a concealed 

firearm in that state without a separate concealed carry license issued by that state:  

 

1. California 

2. Connecticut 

3. Delaware 

4. Hawaii 

5. Illinois 

6. Maryland 

7. Massachusetts 

8. Minnesota 

9. Nebraska 

10. Nevada 

11. New Jersey 

12. New Mexico  

13. New York 

14. Oregon 

15. Rhode Island 

16. South Carolina 

17. Washington 

 

States Where Pennsylvania Residents May Apply  

for a Separate Concealed Carry License 
 

The following states allow Pennsylvania residents with a Pennsylvania concealed 

carry license to apply for their state’s concealed carry license: 

 

1. Arizona 

2. Connecticut 

3. Florida 

4. Hawaii 

5. Idaho 

6. Illinois 

7. Indiana 

8. Iowa 

9. Maine 

10. Maryland 

11. Massachusetts 

12. Minnesota 

13. Missouri 

14. Nevada  

15. New Hampshire 

16. New Jersey 

17. New York 

18. North Dakota 

19. Ohio 

20. Rhode Island 

21. South Carolina 

22. Tennessee 

23. Texas 

24. Utah 

25. Virginia 

26. Washington 

  



States Where Pennsylvania Residents May Not 

Apply for a Separate Concealed Carry License 
 

The following states do not allow Pennsylvania residents with a Pennsylvania 

concealed carry license to apply for that state’s concealed carry license: 

 

1. Alabama 

2. Alaska 

3. Arkansas 

4. California 

5. Colorado 

6. Delaware 

7. Georgia 

8. Kansas 

9. Kentucky 

10. Louisiana 

11. Michigan 

12. Mississippi 

 

13. Montana 

14. Nebraska 

15. New Mexico 

16. North Carolina 

17. Oklahoma 

18. Oregon 

19. South Dakota 

20. Vermont 

21. West Virginia 

22. Wisconsin 

23. Wyoming 

 

  



States Where Pennsylvania Residents with Only a 

Pennsylvania Concealed Carry License Can Carry a 

Concealed Firearm  

 
Other states recognize Pennsylvania concealed carry licenses through reciprocity 

agreements, statutory reciprocity, or unilateral recognition.  Pennsylvania residents 

with only a valid Pennsylvania concealed carry license may carry a concealed 

firearm in the following states without applying for a separate concealed carry 

license in that state: 

 
1. Alabama +/∞ 

2. Alaska */∞ 

3. Arizona */∞ 

4. Arkansas +/∞ 

5. Colorado + 

6. Florida * 

7. Georgia * 

8. Idaho */∞ 

9. Indiana +/∞ 

10. Iowa +/∞ 

11. Kansas + 

12. Kentucky */∞ 

13. Louisiana + 

14. Maine ∞ 

15. Michigan +/∞ 

16. Mississippi */+/∞ 

17. Missouri +/∞ 

18. Montana +  

19. New Hampshire */∞ 

20. North Carolina * 

21. North Dakota */∞ 

22. Ohio +/∞ 

23. Oklahoma +/∞ 

24. South Dakota */∞ 

25. Tennessee * 

26. Texas * 

27. Utah */∞ 

28. Vermont ∞ 

29. Virginia ∞ 

30. West Virginia */∞ 

31. Wisconsin +/∞ 

32. Wyoming * 

 

Pennsylvania residents with a valid Pennsylvania concealed carry license may 

carry a concealed firearm in any of the states listed above regardless of the type of 

reciprocity.  The above chart is for informational purposes only.  Pennsylvania 

residents should contact any state they are going to visit to verify whether there are 

any additional restrictions in that state’s laws.   

 

The type of recognition for each state above is noted as follows: 

*    =  Written Reciprocity Agreement 

+   =  Mutual Statutory Reciprocity 

∞  =  Unilateral Recognition by another state.  
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States Whose Residents, 21 and Older, Can  

Carry a Concealed Firearm in Pennsylvania with  

Only a License from That State 

Pennsylvania recognizes concealed carry licenses issued by states without applying 

for a separate Pennsylvania concealed carry license – if the concealed carry license 

holder is (1) a resident of that state and (2) 21 years of age or older.  Pennsylvania 

specifically recognizes concealed carry licenses from the following states 

regardless of reciprocity type: 

 
1. Alabama + 

2. Alaska * 

3. Arizona * 

4. Arkansas + 

5. Colorado + 

6. Florida * 

7. Georgia * 

8. Idaho (“Enhanced” License 

Only; Excludes “Regular” 

License) * 

9. Indiana + 

10. Iowa (“Professional” and 

“Non-Professional” 

Licenses) + 

11. Kansas + 

12. Kentucky * 

13. Louisiana + 

14. Michigan + 

15. Mississippi (“Regular” and 

“Enhanced” Licenses) */+ 

16. Missouri + 

 

17. Montana + 

18. New Hampshire * 

19. North Carolina * 

20. North Dakota (“Class I” License 

Only; Excludes “Class II” License) * 

21. Ohio + 

22. Oklahoma + 

23. South Dakota (“Regular,” 

“Enhanced,” and “Gold Card” 

Licenses) * 

24. Tennessee (“Enhanced,” “Lifetime 

Enhanced,” “Retired Law 

Enforcement Lifetime Enhanced,” 

and “Concealed” Handgun Carry 

Permits * 

25. Texas * 

26. Utah (“Regular” License Only; 

Excludes “Provisional” License) * 

27. West Virginia (“Regular” License 

Only; Excludes “Provisional” 

License) * 

28. Wisconsin + 

29. Wyoming * 

 

The type of recognition for each state above is noted as follows: 

*  =  Written Reciprocity Agreement 

+  =  Mutual Statutory Reciprocity 

NOTE: Concealed carry licenses issued to either non-residents of the above listed states or 

individuals under the age of 21 are not recognized by Pennsylvania, and those individuals 

are not legally allowed to carry a concealed firearm in Pennsylvania. 
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RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT 
between 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and 

The State of Alaska 

This Reciprocity Agreement is between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by and through its 
Office of Attorney General, and the State of Alaska, by and through its Department of Public 
Safety (together, the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Reciprocity Agreement is to mutually extend reciprocal 
concealed firearm carry license privileges to the residents of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of Alaska; 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorizes individuals, with a license issued 
under 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109 (the "PA License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska authorizes individuals, with a license issued under AS § 
18.65.700 (the "AK License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is 
authorized by 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109(k) to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the State of 
Alaska providing for the recognition of AK Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Public Safety is authorized by AS§ 18.65.775(b) to 
enter into a reciprocity agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania providing for the 
recognition ofPA Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 
determined that the AK License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Safety of the State of Alaska has determined that the P A 
License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the State of Alaska; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual benefits and obligations set forth in this 
Reciprocity Agreement, the Parties hereby agree and covenant as follows: 

1. The recitals above are reaffirmed and incorporated herein as material provisions of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

2. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall recognize all valid AK Licenses issued to 
legal residents of the State of Alaska who are 21 years of age or older; the rights and 
privileges of AK License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be 
the same as, and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to P A License 
holders under Pennsylvania law. 
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3. The State of Alaska shall recognize all valid PA Licenses; the rights and privileges ofPA 
License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be the same as, and 
not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to AK License holders under Alaska 
law. 

4. This Reciprocity Agreement applies only to the carrying of concealed firearms and not to 
any other types of weapons. 

5. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of Alaska will promptly inform each 
other of any changes in their respective concealed carry firearm license statutes and 
provide a copy of the revised statutes, as any changes may impact the validity of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

6. This Reciprocity Agreement is contingent upon and shall remain effective only as long as 
the respective statutory authority set forth above continues to authorize the Parties to 
grant reciprocal privileges. 

7. This Reciprocity Agreement shall become immediately effective, and rescind and replace 
any prior agreement, upon its execution by the Parties and shall continue in effect unless 
modified or terminated by the Parties in writing. 

8. This Reciprocity Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon thirty (30) calendar 
days' written notice. 

9. AK License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
under this Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and 
regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

10. P A License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the State of Alaska under this 
Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations of 
the State of Alaska. 

11. This document is not intended to and shall not limit or restrict the statutory authority or 
jurisdiction of the Parties. 

Amy . Elhott 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Office of Attorney General 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Date Walt Monegan 
Commissioner 
Department of Public Safety 
State of Alaska 

10/24/17 

Date 
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RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT DPS CONTRACT NO. 

between 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

and 
The State of Arizona 

This Reciprocity Agreement is between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by and through its 
Office of Attorney General, and the State of Arizona, by and through its Department of Public 
Safety (together, the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Reciprocity Agreement is to mutually extend reciprocal 
concealed firearm carry license privileges to the residents of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of Arizona; 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorizes individuals, with a license issued 
under 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109 (the "PA License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the State of Arizona authorizes individuals, with a license issued under ARS § 13-
3112 (the "AZ License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is 
authorized by 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109(k) to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the State of 
Arizona providing for the recognition of AZ Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Arizona Department of Public Safety is authorized byARS § 13-3112(R) to 
enter into a reciprocity agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania providing for the 
recognition ofPA Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 
determined that the AZ License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Safety of the State of Arizona has determined that the 
P A License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the State of Arizona; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual benefits and obligations set forth in this 
Reciprocity Agreement, the Parties hereby agree and covenant as follows: 

1. The recitals above are reaffirmed and incorporated herein as material provisions of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

2. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall recognize all valid AZ Licenses issued to legal 
residents of the State of Arizona who are 21 years of age or older; the rights and 
privileges of AZ License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be 
the same as, and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to P A License 
holders under Pennsylvania law. 
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3. The State of Arizona shall recognize all valid P A Licenses; the rights and privileges of 
P A License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be the same as, 
and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to AZ License holders under 
Arizona law. 

4. This Reciprocity Agreement applies only to the carrying of concealed firearms and not to 
any other types of weapons. 

5. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of Arizona will promptly inform each 
other of any changes in their respective concealed carry firearm license statutes and 
provide a copy of the revised statutes, as any changes may impact the validity of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

6. This Reciprocity Agreement is contingent upon and shall remain effective only as long as 
the respective statutory authority set forth above continues to authorize the Parties to 
grant reciprocal privileges. 

7. This Reciprocity Agreement shall become immediately effective, and rescind and replace 
any prior agreement, upon its execution by the Parties and shall continue in effect unless 
modified or terminated by the Parties in writing. 

8. This Reciprocity Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon thirty (30) calendar 
days' written notice. 

9. AZ License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
under this Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and 
regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

10. P A License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the State of Arizona under this 
Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations of 
the State of Arizona. 

11. This document is not intended to and shall not limit or restrict the statutory authority or 
jurisdiction of the Parties. 

Am~ Elliott 
/? /~ ,Pt:f)J IA/t:Joae> /-l/-),tJllj 

Frank L. Milstead Date 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Office of Attorney General 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Director 
Department of Public Safety 
State of Arizona 

~·~ ;ptj1 
Assistant Attorney Gener.al 

Approved as to Form 
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RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT 
between 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and 

The State of Florida 

This Reciprocity Agreement is between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by and through its 
Office of Attorney General, and the State of Florida, by and through its Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (together, the “Parties”).  

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Reciprocity Agreement is to mutually extend reciprocal 
concealed firearm carry license privileges to the residents of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of Florida;  

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorizes individuals, with a license issued 
under 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109 (the “PA License”), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida authorizes individuals, with a license issued under F.S. § 
790.06 (the “FL License”), to carry a concealed firearm; 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is 
authorized by 18 Pa.C.S. § 6109(k) to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the State of 
Florida providing for the recognition of FL Licenses;  

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is authorized by 
F.S. § 790.015 to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
providing for the recognition of PA Licenses;  

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 
determined that the FL License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania;  

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services of the State of Florida has 
determined that the PA License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the State of Florida; 
and  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual benefits and obligations set forth in this 
Reciprocity Agreement, the Parties hereby agree and covenant as follows:  

1. The recitals above are reaffirmed and incorporated herein as material provisions of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

2. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall recognize all valid FL Licenses issued to legal 
residents of the State of Florida who are 21 years of age or older; the rights and privileges 
of FL License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be the same as, 
and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to PA License holders under 
Pennsylvania law.  



Page 2 of 2

3. The State of Florida shall recognize all valid PA Licenses issued to legal residents of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who are 21 years of age or older; the rights and 
privileges of PA License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be 
the same as, and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to FL License 
holders under Florida law.  

4. This Reciprocity Agreement applies only to the carrying of concealed firearms and not to 
any other types of weapons.  

5. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of Florida will promptly inform each 
other of any changes in their respective concealed carry firearm license statutes and 
provide a copy of the revised statutes, as any changes may impact the validity of this 
Reciprocity Agreement.  

6. This Reciprocity Agreement is contingent upon and shall remain effective only as long as 
the respective statutory authority set forth above continues to authorize the Parties to 
grant reciprocal privileges.  

7. This Reciprocity Agreement shall become immediately effective, and rescind and replace 
any prior agreement, upon its execution by the Parties and shall continue in effect unless 
modified or terminated by the Parties in writing.  

8. This Reciprocity Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon thirty (30) calendar 
days’ written notice.  

9. FL License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
under this Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and 
regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

10. PA License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the State of Florida under this 
Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations of 
the State of Florida. 

11. This document is not intended to and shall not limit or restrict the statutory authority or 
jurisdiction of the Parties. 

___________________________________  __________________________________ 
Amy M. Elliott      Date  Stephen D. Hurm   Date 
Chief Deputy Attorney General   Director, Division of Licensing 
Office of Attorney General    Department of Agriculture and  
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania   Consumer Services 
       State of Florida 



RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT 
between 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and 

The State of Georgia 

This Reciprocity Agreement is between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by and through its 
Office of Attorney General, and the State of Georgia, by and through its Office of Attorney 
General (together, the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Reciprocity Agreement is to mutually extend reciprocal 
concealed firearm carry license privileges to the residents of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and the State of Georgia; 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania authorizes individuals, with a license issued 
under 18 Pa. C.S. § 6109 (the "PA License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the State of Georgia authorizes individuals, with a license issued under O.C.G.A. 
§ 16-11-129 (the "GA License"), to carry a concealed firearm; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is 
authorized by 18 Pa. C.S. § 6109(k) to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the State of 
Georgia providing for the recognition of GA Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General ofthe State of Georgia is authorized by O.C.G.A. 
§ 16-11-126( e) to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
providing for the recognition of P A Licenses; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 
determined that the GA License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; 

WHEREAS, the Office of Attorney General of the State of Georgia has determined that the P A 
License meets the requirements for reciprocity in the State of Georgia; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual benefits and obligations set forth in this 
Reciprocity Agreement, the Parties hereby agree and covenant as follows: 

1. The recitals above are reaffirmed and incorporated herein as material provisions of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

2. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall recognize all valid GA Licenses issued to 
legal residents of the State of Georgia who are 21 years of age or older; the rights and 
privileges of GA License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be 
the same as, and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to P A License 
holders under Pennsylvania law. 
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3. The State of Georgia shall recognize all valid PA Licenses; the rights and privileges of 
PA License holders recognized under this Reciprocity Agreement shall be the same as, 
and not greater than, those rights and privileges granted to GA License holders under 
Georgia law. 

4. This Reciprocity Agreement applies only to the carrying of concealed firearms and not to 
any other types of weapons. 

5. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the State of Georgia will promptly inform each 
other of any changes in their respective concealed carry firearm license statutes and 
provide a copy of the revised statutes, as any changes may impact the validity of this 
Reciprocity Agreement. 

6. This Reciprocity Agreement is contingent upon and shall remain effective only as long as 
the respective statutory authority set forth above continues to authorize the Parties to 
grant reciprocal privileges. 

7. This Reciprocity Agreement shall become immediately effective, and rescind and replace 
any prior agreement, upon its execution by the Parties and shall continue in effect unless 
modified or terminated by the Parties in writing. 

8. This Reciprocity Agreement may be terminated by either Party upon thirty (30) calendar 
days' written notice. 

9 . . GA License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania 
under this Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and 
regulations ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

10. PA License holders carrying a concealed firearm in the State of Georgia under this 
Reciprocity Agreement shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations of 
the State of Georgia. 

11. This document is not intended to and shall not limit or restrict the statutory authority or 
jurisdiction of the Parties. 

Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Office of Attorney General 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

TinaM. Pi] r 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Attorney General 
State of Georgia 
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