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Thanksgiving 
dinner offered 
Your Fellowship Com-
mittee is planning a 
Thanksgiving Day Din-
ner Thursday, Nov. 23! 

For the first time since 
2019, First Presbyteri-
an will host the event 
as a Thanksgiving gift 
to the people of Hele-
na. 

There is no charge -- 
and the dinner will run 
between 2:00 and 
3:30, or until the food 
runs out. 

The Fellowship Com-
mittee is looking for 
church members to 
help with purchasing 
and/or cooking for the 
dinner, so if you'd like 
to contribute, you can 
sign up on the sheet of 
paper on the Coffee 
Table.  

Thank you! 

World Communion Sunday 
The choir sings during the World Communion 
Sunday worship service Oct. 1. 

(Janet Potter photo) 

Date TBD: 

Special congregational meeting 
to elect PNC will be coming up 

Your Nominating Committee soon will be of-

fering a slate of five people to serve on the 

Pastor Nominating Committee. 

FPC Helena members will be asked to vote on 

them at a Special Congregational meeting. 

Watch for an announcement of the meeting 

date in upcoming bulletins and weekly e-

newsletters. 
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Backpacks for the unsheltered 
The United Way of Lewis & Clark Area sponsors a program to provide back-
packs as well as miscellaneous toiletries and sundry items to the unsheltered in 
our community. 

The Mission & Outreach Committee has chosen this program as its Christmas 
giving project once again this year based on your generous prior participation. 

Our participation will begin November 23rd to December 24th. 

Suggested items for this gift giving opportunity include: 
 
Backpacks Socks Winter gloves 
Winter hats Tarp/blanket Flashlight 
Earplugs Water Bottle First Aid Kit 

Razors Shave cream Soap 
Hand Sanitizer Comb/brush Toothbrush/toothpaste 
Lotion Wet wipes  Laundry soap pads 
Tissues Shampoo/conditioner Toilet Paper 
Nail clippers Deodorant Feminine hygiene products 

Trail mix Crackers w/tuna/chicken Protein Bars 
Jerky Cheese/peanut butter Snackpacks 

Advent Team 

meets Nov. 8 

at 1:00pm 

Daylight Saving Time 
ends Sunday, Nov. 5, at 
2 a.m. Set clocks back 
one hour before head-
ing to bed Saturday 
night. 

Deacon dining 
The Deacons gathered for a potluck and meeting 
Oct. 8. Pictured here: Merle Korizek, Carole Mass-
man, Joy Edgar and Candace Coefield.  (J. Potter photo) 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

I 
t's been a year!?!? I joined you as your Interim pastor 
in mid-October 2022 and here we are a year later! It's 
been a blessing to get to know you and to serve as 
your pastor. 

I'm grateful for your help, advice and your willingness to 
serve when asked. I praise God that more people have re-
turned to attending worship in the sanctuary and those who 
are unable continue to join in via YouTube. I praise God for your amazing 
staff—Julie in the office, Les with the choir and all things technical, Ann and 
Merle who provide glorious music. You are very fortunate to have these 
folks serving Jesus through their efforts. I praise God for those who sing in 
the choir, those who take care of the building, those who serve snacks after 
church, PW leadership, Tonna running the power point every Sunday and 
prayer warriors. Praise God for your Deacons who care for you all and your 
Session who provides spiritual leadership. Obviously, there are too many 
people to list because everyone's name is on it! We've had a good year!  

Now we are in a new phase. The Mission Study was completed, approved by 
Session and Committee on Ministry. Your Nominating Committee is praying 
and asking people to serve on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) also 
known as the "Search Committee." Watch your email and Sunday bulletin 
for the date of a Special Congregational meeting to elect the PNC!  

The Pastor Nominating Committee begins its work by writing the Mission 
Discernment Profile (MDP). The profile consists of information about the 
congregation along with a list of questions. Each answer allows for only 
1500 characters! Once the MDP is finalized by Session and the Committee 
on Ministry, it will be placed on the Church Leadership Connection website 
(clc.pcusa.org). That system will "match" this congregation with potential 
pastors until God brings the right pastor to you! Please pray for the Nomi-
nating Committee, your leaders and for the congregation. 

God has blessed this congregation with an abundance of gifts and people 
who willingly share them.  For this we give our thanks and praise!  

To God be the glory! 

Pastor Janet 

Rev. Janet Potter 
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Sharing God’s 
Bounty 

You are invited to bring in 
excess produce and set it 
out on Sundays to share 
with others. 
Please let me know if you will be 
bringing in donations — I have the 
table and trugs that we put the 
produce in. 

Jim Meyer 
406-439-2899 

REBEKAH CIRCLE 
Thursday, Nov. 2, 10 a.m. 
(Contact: Merle Korizek) 

SARAH CIRCLE 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m. 
(Contact: Sheryl Eriksen) 

Thank you! 

Thank you to all who 

contributed to the 

Coffee for Vets project! 

Donations included: 

54 pounds of coffee 

17 pounds of sugar 

23 pounds of creamer! 

You’re Invited! 
 

Glacier Presbytery Camp 

Donor Appreciation 

Dinner & Auction 
(A benefit for camp scholarships) 

 

Sunday, Nov. 19 
4:30 p.m. Fellowship 

5 p.m. Dinner with the  
Auction to follow 

 

Need to stay overnight? 
Email: timothy@glaciercamp.org 

 

Preregister 
Call 406-844-2114 or email 

info@glaciercamp.org 
 

Donate Auction Items 
406-844-2114 

info@glaciercamp.org 

Sewing machine 
for sale 

Kenmore sewing machine 

in a beautiful cabinet. 

Approximate value: $400. 

To make an offer, 

contact Rena Bumgardner. 

~ Best offer will be accepted ~ 
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FPC Elders 

Barb Leland     Butch Plowman 

Mary Stiles (Education chair)     Sheryl Eriksen (Fellowship chair) 

Jim Meyer (Administration chair)     Karen Witte (Mission chair) 

Jeff Chaffee (Personnel chair)     Patti Borsberry 

John Coefield (Building & Grounds chair; Nominating chair) 

John Gneckow, Clerk of Session 
 

FPC Deacons 

 Julie Chaffee Joy Edgar BJ Burns 
 Candace Coefield, moderator Merle Korizek Kathy Chambers 
 Lonna Weidemann Carole Massman  

Food share drive continuing 
The annual Helena Food Share Drive 
with matching funds from Town 
Pump runs now through Nov. 22. 

All donations made will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar and go to our local food bank. 

According to Helena Food Share’s website, 1 in 
7 of our Helena neighbors is hungry, including 1 
in 5 children and 1 in 5 seniors. 

Part of the funds for this drive may purchase 
food for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets. The 
balance will help stock the pantry for everyday 
community food needs and to purchase nutri-
tious food and snacks for Kid Packs, which are 
distributed to 1,000 children each week to 
combat weekend hunger.  

You may give by cash or check in the offering 
plate (designate Helena Food Share) or you 
may do so by visiting the church’s website: 
from the “Giving” page, choose “Donate to 
FPC,” then choose “Helena Food Share.” 

‘Upper Room’ 
devotionals 

Copies of “The Upper 
Room” daily devotion-
al guide are available 
in the wall rack next 
to the church office. 

Regular and large-
print booklets are 
available, provided by 
the FPC Education 
Committee. 
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FPC to host Family 
Promise Nov. 26-27 

Watch bulletins and 

your weekly e-news 

for details! 

Presbyterian Women (PW) news 

I’m sure you’ve heard Albert Einstein’s quote: “Insanity is doing the 
same thing, over and over again, but expecting different results.” Helena’s 
PW participation (is that the same as low energy?) appears to be slowing 
down. However, as a Coordinating Counsel, we are always seeking ways 
to remain viable and going forward. 

We are 2 Circles, Sarah and Rebekah, who meet each month and are an 
inclusive (we embrace all women who wish to participate in PW), caring 
community of women at the congregational level. We have a Coordinat-
ing Team of elected leaders of PW in the congregation: Carol, Rena, Lu-
cille, BJ, Merle, Mary and Sheryl. Horizons is the official magazine and 
contains Bible study for PWs nationwide. 

Together in Service is a hands-on mission and ministry program that 
serves people’s needs in our Helena community, nationwide, and world-
wide. This ministry is truly a meaningful part of the PW. We donate $100 
each month ($1,200 annual) to many nonprofits in Helena – such as Good 
Samaritan, God’s Love, Florence Crittenton, Intermountain, etc. We hold 
2 major giving opportunities through a Birthday (Least Coin) and Thank 
Offering that are sent to our national Creative Ministries Offering Com-
mittee, Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA), Inc. These offerings, joined 
together from all PWs, combine into grants ranging for as much as 
$10,000 and $35,000. These small coins help build nationwide ministries 
for Okra Abbey New Worshipping Community Solar Power for Resili-
ence, Presbyterian Church of the Covenant Summer Arts Camp, Troy Ar-
ea United Ministries Tech for Teens, etc. You may visit presbyteri-
anwomen.org/thank to learn more. 

You are welcome to join the PW as we clothe ourselves in love, recognize 
the bonds that bring everyone together, allow the peace of Christ to rule 
and show our thanks to God (Col 3:14-15). 

Sincerely, Carol Gneckow, Moderator, (406) 422-9914. 
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50 free hotdogs given 
away at Pumpkin Patch 
The first-ever free hotdog give-
away alongside the Pumpkin Patch 
on the east lawn of First Presbyter-
ian Church happened on a gor-
geous fall Saturday. 

With suggestions and electrical 
power cord help from John Co-
efield along with serving help from 
Bonnie Anderson, John and I en-
joyed a couple of hours beside the 
Pumpkin Patch while giving away 
50 grilled hotdogs to walkers, bik-
ers, homeless, and Pumpkin Patch 
customers. It was a great way to 
visit and mingle with our next-door 
neighbors. What a way to feel spir-
itually alive! Will we do another 
give-away? Maybe next weekend if 

Peace & Global Witness Offering  
Our Peace and Global Witness Special Offering this year was $405! Our 
Congregation retains 25% of that, or $101.25. 

Eight boxes of donuts were delivered to the Helena Police Department 
officers, dispatchers, and administrators on October 20th along with key 
chains, created and donated by Alivia. A card was 
included for each group of the department thanking 
them for all the do to promote peace in our commu-
nity or support the officers as they work their shifts. 

The donuts were purchased at Vans and the store 
generously donated three boxes of the donuts to our 
cause, so we needed to purchase only five. When 
you are next in Vans, please thank them for their 
generosity.  

the sun shines bright and warm. 
God’s Peace, 

John & Carol Gneckow 

(Kathy Chambers photo) 
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(Continued on page 9) 

MINUTES OF THE SESSION 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

HELENA, MONTANA 

October 17, 2023 

The regular meeting of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Helena was called to order on Tuesday, October 17, 2023, at 6:30 PM by 
Reverend Janet Potter.  

Pastor Janet opened the meeting with prayer and moderated the meeting. 

She began by reading excerpts from the pamphlet “Spirituality and Fund 
Raising.” 

She then led a discussion of the Mission Study prepared as part of the pro-
cess of searching for and installing a pastor. The Mission Study was ap-
proved by the Presbytery Commission on Ministry (COM) on October 
13th.  FPC can now move forward to appoint and approve a Pastor Nomi-
nating Committee (PNC). 

Pastor Janet listed phrases on a white board that elders felt particularly 
defined who FPC is. The three phrases that stood out were: 

We are a ministry of all members not just of the pastor. 

The Holy Spirit prompts us to be open to new ways to be involved in 
sharing God’s love. 

God is calling us to be a welcoming community of love. 

Pastor Janet took a picture of the phrases that were discussed. She will 
share the information with the PNC to use as they move forward in the 
pastor search. 

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Arlyn “Butch” 
Plowman, Sheryl Eriksen, Barb Leland, Mary Stiles, Jeff Chaffee, Patti 
Borsberry, John Coefield, Karen Witte, and Jim Meyer. Also in attend-
ance: Clerk of Session John Gneckow and Deacon Joy Edgar. Treasurer 
Leo Potter was excused. 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET: Pastor Janet asked that we add “Affirming 
the email vote approving the Mission Study paper.” A motion was made, 
seconded, and passed to accept the docket with the additional item added. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A spelling error and word omission error 
were pointed out for correction. A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to approve the minutes of September 19, 2023, Session meeting as 
corrected. 

CLERK’S REPORT: 
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FPC received a thank you note and donation from the Jewish Project for 
opening FPC to the Jewish community to celebrate the Sukkot during in-
clement weather. The thank you note was read to the Session by the Clerk.  

INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Janet reported her activities 
during September: 

Continues a weekly prayer time on Thursday mornings at 11:00 am. 

Met with staff to review and update fall plans. 

Moderated a Spiritual Gifts workshop September 26 with 7 people. 

Attended Advent planning team meeting. 

Attended Mission & Outreach, Building & Grounds, Fellowship, and 
Admin meetings. 

Conducted with Les Cramer, Lay Liturgist training for 3 people.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Administration Committee: Chair Jim Meyer reported. A written report 
was submitted to Session.  

FPC had a $1,003 loss in September.  Net loss year to date is $20,385. 
Vanguard accounts reported a loss in September, but year to date is in the 
black. 

Committees budget requests are coming in. The treasurer will prepare a 
complete budget for review at the November meeting. Pastor Janet noted 
that next year’s budget needs to include money for the Pastor Nominating 
Committee to include moving expenses, possible onsite visit by a candi-
date, and adjustments to the pastoral compensation package. 

Approved asking Tyler of Caldwell Bankers real estate and Chad Adams 
attorney to discuss possibilities for rent/leasing space in FPC to outside 
groups and the tax implications. 

Next Meeting 11/08 at 3:00 PM 

Building and Grounds: A written report was submitted. Chair John Co-
efield reported.  

  Active Membership as of August 31, 2023 104   

  Active Membership as of September 30, 2023 103   

  Deaths   1 Nelson Seeley  
09/21/23 

 Communion 87 46 in person, 31 online, 10 at home 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Session Minutes (continued from page 9) 

Active Shooter Training has been delayed.   

The Elevator Service Company has notified us that there will be a 3% rate 
increase next year.   

Mark and “Butch” are looking for a suitable railing to be placed by the 
pulpit. Recent thinking is the possibility of a ramp. 

John will install hooks on the wall where bulletin boards previously exist-
ed. These will be used to hang some of the banners we own. 

Need more weather stripping on the front door. 

Next meeting November 8. 

Christian Education Committee: Chair Mary Stiles reported that the 
committee did not meet in October. 

Congregational Fellowship: Chair Sheryl Eriksen reported, and a written 
report was submitted to Session. 

No future date set for bingo. Hand and Foot cards continue every Friday at 
1:30 pm. 

A fifth Sunday church potluck will take place on October 29 after the 
Worship service. FPC will also Celebrate Stewardship. 

FPC is planning on hosting a city-wide Thanksgiving dinner on November 
23. Volunteer helpers will be needed and sign-up sheets will be available 
Sundays. 

Action Item: Approve Carol Gneckow as a member of the committee. 
Motion passed. 

Next meeting November 8 at 2:00 pm. 

Mission Committee: Chair Karen Witte reported. A written report was 
submitted to Session. 

The next Family Promise hosting will be November 26 & 27. 

Another Love Quilt was recently given bringing the total to 17 quilts pre-
sented this year. 

An Outreach Activities Survey will be presented to the congregation on 
November 5th and 12th to be returned no later than November 19th. 

FPC’s Christmas project will be backpacks for the homeless. 

An 8-year-old girl is terminally ill.  She has a goal of visiting hospitals in 
every state. Mission is asking FPC to make more “Cuddle Buddies” for 
her to distribute.  

Next meeting will be November 13 at 1:00 pm. 
(Continued on page 11 
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 Personnel Committee: Chair Jeff Chaffee reported.  A written report was 
submitted to Session. 

The Interim Contract for Pastor Janet for the period October 2023 through 
October 2024, was completed and Interim Pastor Goals were updated. A 
motion was made to accept the goals, seconded, and passed with the addi-
tion of “Continue” in goal #5. 

COM has already approved the contract for the coming year. 

The personnel budget anticipates a Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) 
for paid staff in 2024 and expenses for the PNC and a contract for an in-
stalled pastor. 

Next Meeting November 8. 

Worship Committee: No report submitted to Session. Pastor Janet re-
ported on the Advent committee meeting. 

The committee has chosen an Advent study. Christmas eve falls on a Sun-
day, so FPC will have a Sunday morning service and an evening Christ-
mas eve service. 

Patti Borsberry and Carol Gneckow did an inventory of the banners.  
They took pictures, measured the size, and made notes about the banners. 
Julie (our Office Manager) created a file with the information about the 
banners and included the picture of the banner in the description. 

Deacon Report: The minutes of the September 10 meeting was submitted 
to Session as well as activity reports for September. 

During September, communion was served to three people at Touchmark, 
three people at Edgewood, two people at Son Heaven and two at home. 
One person was  visited in the hospital. No meals were supplied. 

In August, one meal was supplied, one person was visited in the hospital, 
and communion served to four people at Touchmark, four people at Edge-
wood, four people at Son Heaven, and two at home. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the committee 
reports. 

Old Business:  

A motion was made and seconded to affirm the email vote approving the 
Mission Study. The motion passed. COM has approved the Mission 
Study.  

A list of active members who had not attended church services and had 
not donated to the church was passed out to review for moving them to 
the inactive list. A motion was made to send each of them a letter indicat-
ing that they are to be declared inactive and may apply for reinstatement 
to the active status in the future by requesting a status change through 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Session Minutes (continued from page 11) 

Session. The motion was seconded and passed. 

New Business:  

A motion was made, seconded, and passed asking the Nomination Com-
mittee to establish a PNC comprised of 5 people from the active member-
ship. 

United Way has asked the cathedral, the Methodist church, and FPC to 
consider housing up to 5 homeless people overnight and maybe meals in 
the event of a period of extreme weather during the winter. Discussion 
noted that FPC would need to make some adjustments (considering recent 
events with a break-in, vandalism, and thefts from FPC) to control and 
limit the internal area access during the time of usage. United Way hopes 
to secure the use of vacant private-owned facilities to house homeless 
people if Helena experiences extreme winter weather. No decision was 
made at this time pending more information. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was closed with prayer at 7:45 pm. 

The next Regular Session Meeting: November 21, 2023, at 6:30 pm. 

John Gneckow   Clerk of Session 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
Alivia Ussery, John & Carol Gneckow, Pastor Janet 
& Leo Potter, and John Bryan attended the annual 
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast in October. 

(Janet Potter photo) 

FPC collecting 
toiletries, coupons 
 Donations of coupons 

and small, travel-size 

toiletries can be 

dropped off in the col-

lection basket inside 

the main door entry. 

Tonna Strasko delivers 

the donations to indi-

viduals in need of help 

with expenses, and 

also to God’s Love, 

Friendship Center, and 

YWCA.  
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Invite a 
friend! 

Updated FPC 

brochures 

are available in the 

fellowship room 

Take some to share with 

your friends and neighbors! 

FINANCIAL 

DEADLINES 

Completed Credit Card 

Request forms, Check 

Request forms, Person-

nel Forms & Time 

Sheets are due in the 

Financial Office 

mailbox: 

Monday, Nov. 13 

Monday, Nov. 27 

Thank You for 

Your Generosity 

Thank you for your 

faithful giving to 

the ministry of 

FPC Helena. 

Your financial support makes the 

proclamation of the gospel possible 

throughout the world! Our Septem-

ber net giving is below. 

 Sept. 2023 YTD 

Income $18,082 $176,154 

Expenses   19,085 196,540 

 $(1,003) $(20,386) 

The switch to a new online giving program is 

complete! It’s up and working on the 

fpchelena.org website. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Treasurer Leo Potter at 815-980-5236. 

This is the day that the Lord has made: 

let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Opportunities for Financial Giving 
Now through November 22nd 

Helena Food Share Drive with matching funds from Town Pump. 

December 3rd through December 24th 

Christmas Joy Special Offering – Supports church workers & their fami-
lies as well as students in leadership development and education.  

fpchelena.org
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NOVEMBER 2023 
Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa

   1 
6:30 pm Choir 

2 
10 am Rebekah 
Circle 
11 am Prayer 
Time 
5:30 District AA 
6:30 Bridge 
7 pm AA 

3 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

4 

5 All Saints 

Sunday 
10 am Worship 
w/Communion 
11 am Social 
Time 

6 
3 pm 
Educa-
tion 

7 
10 a.m. Sarah 
Circle 
11:30 am Bridge 
3 pm Personnel 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

8 
10 am 
B & Grounds 
1 pm Advent 
2 pm Fellow-
ship 
3 pm Admin. 
6:30 pm Choir 

9 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

10 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

11 

12 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 
11 am Dea-
cons 

13 
1 pm 
Mission 

14 
11:30 am Bridge 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 
 
 
 

15 
6:30 pm Choir 

16 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
6:30 Chat 
Bridge 
7 pm AA 

17 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

18 

19 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 

20 21 
11:30 am Bridge 
6:30 pm Session 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

22 
6:30 pm Choir 

 24 
Church 
office 
closed 

25 

26 Christ the 

King Sunday 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 

27 28 
11:30 am Bridge 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

29 
6:30 pm Choir 

30 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

  

23 

Thanksgiving 
2 pm Dinner 

Family Promise 
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Articles for the  

December “Mustard Seed” 

are due November 20. 

November Anniversaries 

November Birthdays 

Join us for worship! 
Sundays, 10 a.m. 

or online @ 

fpc.helena.org 

Cover photo 
This month’s cover photo features 
autumn leaves on Mt. Helena. 

Please let us know 

If you or a loved one is hospital-

ized, please let us know by calling 

the church office at 442-4775. St. 

Pete’s is no longer able to tell us 

whether any FPC people are pa-

tients there. 

Also, we no longer have a 

deacon on call each month. If 

you need assistance please call 

the church office: 406-442-4775. 

21st Scott & Merilee Wipperman 
24th Butch & Pearle Plowman 

Hand & Foot Cards 

Fridays, 1:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Room 

Never played? No problem! 
The game is easy to learn 

and willing teachers abound. 

25th Joseph & Susan Steffens 

5th Jerry Klein 
11th Scott Wipperman 
14th Larry Mirch 
21st Deanna Albert 
21st Linda Test 
21st Sarah Coefield 
23rd Gabriel Drynan  

24th Ellen Westenbarger 
25th Susan Steffens 
25th Mary Wright 
27th Louise Cramer 
28th Lucille Letcher 
28th Rena Bumgardner 
29th Bill Uthman 

The church office will be 

closed Nov. 23-24 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
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