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Advent 
Sunday Services 

10 a.m. 
Dec. 3, 10, 17 & 24 

 

Music of Christmas 
Sunday 

Sunday, Dec. 17 
10 a.m. 

 

Blue Christmas 
Service 

Thursday, Dec. 14 
12:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, Dec. 24 

7 p.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve 
Potluck 

Sunday, Dec. 31 
11 a.m. 

Christmas caroling Sunday, Dec. 10 
 Remember the "old days” when people of all ages 
and abilities would bring Christmas cheer to others 
by caroling around their neighbor-
hoods? 
 Although we're not going door-to-
door, church members and friends are 
invited to a city-wide "neighborhood" 
Christmas Caroling event Sunday, Dec. 10, from 4-6 
p.m. The plan is to meet in the church parking lot at 
4 p.m., and carpool to assisted and senior living 
places, and also to homes of shut-ins. You don't 
have to be a wonderful singer to be a part of the 
group. Just come, and join in the fun. 
 Anyone who wants to wrap up the afternoon by 
going to dinner, let Barb Leland know by emailing 
her at Barb640@hotmail.com. 

Thanksgiving sing-a-long 
Ann Swisher provided background music and also 
accompaniment for a sing-a-long at the Thanksgiv-
ing Day dinner here Nov. 23.          (Janet Potter photo) 

mailto:Barb640@hotmail.com
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Backpacks for the unsheltered 
The Mission & Outreach Committee has again chosen to help United 

Way with their backpack program. United Way is looking not only for 

backpacks but miscellaneous grooming essentials, shelf-stable food 

items, warm winter socks, gloves, and hats, and miscellaneous items 

useful to the unsheltered. Items may be placed under the Christmas 

Tree in the narthex. 

Suggested items for this gift giving opportunity include: 
 
Backpacks Socks Winter gloves 
Winter hats Tarp/blanket Flashlight 
Earplugs Water Bottle First Aid Kit 

Razors Shave cream Soap 
Hand Sanitizer Comb/brush Toothbrush/toothpaste 
Lotion Wet wipes  Laundry soap pads 
Tissues Shampoo/conditioner Toilet Paper 
Nail clippers Deodorant Feminine hygiene products 

Trail mix Crackers w/tuna/chicken Protein Bars 
Jerky Cheese/peanut butter Snackpacks 

Help with your Christmas shopping! 
Are there people on your shopping list who seem to have 
everything? People living in care facilities whose needs are 
minimal? 

Instead of giving something, you may wish to honor them by giving to 
someone whose needs are greater. The Presbyterian Giving Catalog has 
gifts with a great range of prices. For someone who likes to cook, pur-
chase a kitchen kit in their honor. For someone who likes to fish, give a 
fishing kit in their honor. If your granddaughter loves chickens, buy some 
chickens. There are also farming tools, tree seeds and saplings, pigs, and 
educational supplies to name just a few.  

Giving catalogs are on the table in the narthex. Feel free to take one and 
browse through it to find the perfect gift. If you’d like to browse and pur-
chase on-line, you will find the catalog at Presbyterian Giving Catalog 
(pcusa.org) 

https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

A dvent is here! Advent...a time of waiting, waiting 

for Christ to come again...waiting for Christmas 

when we "can" sing Christmas carols. In the meantime, 

the rest of the world is already joyously hopefully celebrat-

ing Christmas. Favorite holly jolly music is heard in all the 

stores, people greet each other with a Merry Christmas or 

Happy Holidays! The world jumps into Christmas so early because they 

need hope! Right now, the secular and the faithful overlap in a unique 

way. Now we have opportunities to share Jesus who is the light of the 

world. 

December 2023, we recognize that Christ has already come, bringing 

hope and love. Using scripture from Isaiah and Mark, we will re-discover 

the good news through scripture, prayer, music and hymns, even as we 

wait. The Mission and Outreach Committee offers a way to react to that 

good news by donating an adult backpack to the United Way "Backpacks 

for the Homeless" program. This season of Advent let us respond with 

faith, love, hope and peace as we celebrate our Immanuel, God with us, 

right now! 

Something new this year.... 

A Blue Christmas Service 
The holidays can be a tough time of year when all is not holly 

and jolly. Dealing with death, illness, or other situations that put 

a question mark over the future are daily realities, even in Ad-

vent. For many, this is a time when feelings of loneliness, loss or 

grief make it difficult to find peace. A Blue Christmas Service is a 

time of gathering together to reflect on our hope in Christ, remember 

those losses and rest in the peace of Christ. We will light candles, hear 

scripture, quiet music and pray during this brief meditative service. I in-

vite you to bring a friend and come to this service on Thursday, Dec. 14, 

at 12:30pm.   

In gratitude for all God's blessings, 

Pastor Janet 

Rev. Janet Potter 
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SARAH CIRCLE 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m. 
(Contact: Sheryl Eriksen) 

REBEKAH CIRCLE 
Not meeting in December 
(Contact: Merle Korizek) 

Online Advent 

Bible Study 
Sundays, 5 p.m. 

Led by Rev. Tim Lanham 

Glacier Camp Director 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/

j/81018960783 

Meeting ID: 810 1896 0783 

 The national organization of Honorary Life Mem-

bership is a joy and privilege. Individuals are nominat-

ed and voted upon by those who know them for their 

commitment to Christ and the mission of the church.  

 Honorary Life Memberships are rooted in a tradi-

tion that began in 1912. Honorary Life Members be-

come a part of a select group who has been so honored over several gen-

erations. 

 The Honorary Life Membership pin’s design was adopted in celebra-

tion of the coming together of Presbyterian Women from the former Unit-

ed Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 

·       The caring, supportive hands represent women who seek to build an 

inclusive community of Presbyterian Women. 

·       The leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to 

Jesus Christ as we nurture our faith. 

·       The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and through-

out the world, shown in the globe. 

·       At the center of the design is the cross, by which our sins are forgiv-

en and we are freed to live in Christ who is at the center of our lives. 

·       The overall design is of the butterfly, a symbol of newness in Christ 

and emergence of new creation, Presbyterian Women. 

 When we gather for our annual luncheon in May there will be new 

Honorary Life Memberships given to Linda Bench and Rena Bumgard-

ner. The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Sincerely, Carol Gneckow, Moderator (406) 422-9914. 

Presbyterian Women – Honorary Life Membership 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81018960783
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81018960783
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FPC Elders 

Barb Leland     Butch Plowman 

Mary Stiles (Education chair)     Sheryl Eriksen (Fellowship chair) 

Jim Meyer (Administration chair)     Karen Witte (Mission chair) 

Jeff Chaffee (Personnel chair)     Patti Borsberry 

John Coefield (Building & Grounds chair; Nominating chair) 

John Gneckow, Clerk of Session 
 

FPC Deacons 

 Julie Chaffee Joy Edgar BJ Burns 
 Candace Coefield, moderator Merle Korizek Kathy Chambers 
 Lonna Weidemann Carole Massman Jill Cook 
  Vicky Bryan  

John Floridis Concert 
~ a benefit concert for Family Promise ~ 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. 

Special Guests 
Cellist Jennifer Slayden & Percussionist Ed Stalling 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
512 Logan St. 

Tickets by donation at the door. 

Christmas Joy Special Offering 

 A gift to the Christmas Joy Offering distributes gifts equally to two 
groups of people within the folds of our church. 
 The first group is the Board of Pensions. The offering provides critical 
financial assistance to church workers and their families. 
 The second group is students attending Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges. The offering enables students to learn and grow, providing 
education and leadership development while nurturing racial 
and ethnic heritage. It equips them to nourish communities 
of color. 
 The offering period is Dec. 3-24. 
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(Continued on page 8) 

MINUTES OF THE SESSION 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

HELENA, MONTANA 
November 21, 2023 

The regular meeting of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Helena was called to order on Tuesday, November 21, 2023, at 6:30 PM 
by Reverend Janet Potter.  

Pastor Janet opened the meeting with prayer and moderated the meeting. 

The devotion for the evening was based on Deuteronomy 8:6-18. Follow-
ing the reading of a couple of verses, Pastor Janet would ask a question 
about the text.  

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Arlyn “Butch” 
Plowman, Sheryl Eriksen, Barb Leland, Mary Stiles, Patti Borsberry, John 
Coefield, Karen Witte, and Jim Meyer. Elder Jeff Chaffee attended on 
zoom. Also in attendance: Clerk of Session John Gneckow, Deacon Joy 
Edgar, and Treasurer Leo Potter. 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET: Pastor Janet asked that we add a report on 
her visit to Basin congregation November 19, a discussion about a church 
directory, and a review of an email update on the homeless situation to 
new business. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the 
docket with the additional items added. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A spelling error was pointed out for cor-
rection. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes 
of October 17, 2023, Session meeting as corrected. 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

The Clerk reported that he had no correspondence to report. He noted that 
he had attended the scholarship fund raising dinner at Glacier Camp on 
November 19. The donated amount came to $20,000 and will be used to 
pay the cost for any child to attend camp who otherwise could not attend 
because of finances.  

INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Janet reported her activities 
during November: 

Continues a weekly prayer time on Thursday mornings at 11:00 AM. 
Attended Presbytery committee meetings. 
Attended Advent planning team meeting. 
Attended Mission & Outreach, Building & Grounds, Fellowship, Nomi-
nating and Admin meetings. 

  Active Membership as of September 30, 2023 104   
  Active Membership as of October 31, 2023 103   
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(Continued on page 9) 

Moderated a called special Session meeting. 
Moderated a called special Congregational meeting to elect a PNC and 
two Deacons.  
Met with the PNC. 
Attended the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. 

Gay Lilly Cavagnolo has passed away, but we have no information as to 
when or where. Learned about her death when a donation was made in her 
honor with the suggestion that the money be used for the choir. 

Drew Massman will be doing some community service hours in the Lovell 
Library at the church. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Administration Committee: Chair Jim Meyer reported. A written report 
was submitted to Session.  

Chairman Jim Meyer moderated and opened the meeting with prayer. 

Tyler Warne a local commercial realtor discussed some options for utili-
zation of church property to increase our cash flow. Some possibilities 
are: lease or sell some of the parking lot, lease part of the building, or sell 
part of the building. Each of these options would require an expenditure of 
time and/or money. 

Chad Adams, Esq also addressed these ideas as to the possible effect on 
local and federal taxes. He noted that usually it is easier to lease to a non-
profit and that we could share utility costs.  He stressed that none of our 
employees should provide services (such as answering the phone, making 
copies, etc)for a leasing entity. Review the FPC by-laws before leasing. 

Treasurer Leo Potter noted FPC had a net operating revenue of $2900 for 
October on donations of $15,000. The net operating revenue is a negative 
$17,360 after 10 months of the year compared to a budgeted negative 
amount of $38,750 for 12 months.   

The Memorial Committee did not meet, but did agree after discussions 
with Building and Grounds, to pay ½ the cost to repair the sanctuary wall. 

Leo reported that 44 pledges were returned amounting to $139,300 with 
additional pledges totaling $1300 for per capita. 

The committee approved $114 from the Anderson Trust for purchase of 
books on the 12 disciples for the Rebekah Circle Bible study. 

John Warren closed the meeting with prayer.  

Next Meeting 12/13 at 4:00 PM 

Building and Grounds: A written report was submitted. Chair John Co-

 Communion   81 36 in person, 33 online, 12 at home 
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 efield reported. 

Chairman Coefield opened the meeting with prayer. 

Active Shooter Training has been delayed until 2024.  The training will be 
for a small (10 to 15) group and take 2-3 hours for a PowerPoint presenta-
tion and a building walk-through. 

ACTION ITEM: Schedule Active Shooter training after January 1, 2024. 
Motion passed. 

FPC needs to upgrade equipment and buy another camera to use during 
worship. This will improve the video presentation. Cost is approximately 
$1100.    

ACTION ITEM: Authorize Les Cramer to purchase the needed video 
equipment for use broadcasting FPC worship services.  Motion passed.  

Janet needs a window in her office door. 

The parking lot needs resurfacing.  B&G will solicit some bids. 

The meeting was closed with prayer.  

Next meeting December 13. 

Christian Education Committee: Chair Mary Stiles reported, and a writ-
ten report was submitted to Session. 

Joy Edgar opened the meeting with prayer. 

Vicky Bryan was welcomed to the committee. 

Les noted that due to college needs, the Youth Program has been slow 
starting. 

John Coefield reported that Pumpkin Patch made approximately $700.  
We still have straw bales for sale. 

Discussed hiring a Nursery Attendant for three hours a week. If there are 
children there, we would need a second person as well. The hope is that 
we can create a volunteer list from the church members to help on those 
days that we have children in the nursery. 

ACTION ITEM: Permission to hire a paid nursery attendant. Motion 
passed. 

ACTION ITEM: Permission to use congregation members as volunteer 
assistants when there are children in the nursery. Motion passed. 

Mary Stiles closed the meeting with prayer. 

Next meeting December 4 at 3:00 PM. 

Congregational Fellowship: Chair Sheryl Eriksen reported, and a written 
report was submitted to Session. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Session Minutes (continued from page 9) 

Sheryl opened the meeting with prayer. 

No future date set for bingo. Hand and Foot card games continue every 
Friday at 1:30 pm. 

A fifth Sunday church potluck will take place on December 31.  Non-
alcoholic beverages will be used to toast in the New Year. 

The FPC city-wide Thanksgiving dinner on November 23 is on track, alt-
hough volunteer helpers are still needed. 

Jill Cook closed the meeting with prayer. 

The next meeting will be Dec. 13 at 11:30 AM at Shelleys restaurant. 

Mission Committee: Chair Karen Witte reported. A written report was 
submitted to Session. 

Chair Karen Witte opened the meeting with prayer. 

A John Floridis concert is scheduled for December 12 at 7:00 PM at St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church. 

A Dueling Pianos concert is scheduled for Feb. 23 at the Great Northern. 

Eight dozen donuts were delivered to the Helena Police Department and 
administrative staff.   

The Outreach Activities Survey results are being compiled for presenta-
tion to the membership. 

ACTION ITEM: Permission to participate in Backpacks for the Unshel-
tered sponsored by United Way. Motion passed. 

ACTION ITEM: Permission to sew additional Cuddle Buddies for 
Alayna Hutchings a terminally ill 8-year-old girl to distribute during hos-
pital visits. Motion passed. 

ACTION ITEM: Permission to ask for donations for Energy Share from 
the congregation one Sunday in February. Motion passed. 

Karen closed the meeting with prayer. 

Next meeting will be December 11 at 1:00 PM. 

Nominating Committee: Chair John Coefield reported. A written report 
was submitted to Session. 

Chairman John opened the meeting with prayer. 

The committee is preparing for a full slate (three each) of Deacons and 
Elders for the Class of 2027. 

Next Meeting will be November 27 at 2:30 PM 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 Personnel Committee: Chair Jeff Chaffee reported.  A written report was 
submitted to Session. 

Chairman Jeff opened the meeting with prayer. 

Les Cramer’s annual review will be conducted by John Warren and Pastor 
Janet. 

The vacation policy for Pastor Janet was reviewed and clarified. 

The committee proposed three scenarios for Session for the 2024 person-
nel budget.  

Pastor Janet will stay for the full year. Personnel expense of $137,201. 

Pastor Janet will serve ¾ and a permanent pastor the last quarter. Per-
sonnel expense of $141,520. 

A Permanent pastor will serve the full year. Personnel expense of 
$154,477. 

Personnel pay raises will be effective January 1 rather than on the em-
ployee’s anniversary date. 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Next Meeting December 5 at 3:00 PM.  

Worship Committee: No report submitted to Session. Pastor Janet re-
ported on the Advent committee meetings. 

The October 16 Advent committee meeting was opened with prayer. 

There will be a simple Sunday morning worship service with traditional 
carols on December 24 and a candlelight service at 7:00 PM. There will 
be childcare available for the candlelight service. 

The committee has chosen the theme of HOPE based on passages from 
Isaiah and Mark as presented in the worship resource “Why Wait?” creat-
ed by Church Anew. 

ACTION ITEM: Hold a Blue Christmas worship service December 14 at 
12:30 PM. Motion carried. 

Patti Borsberry and Carol Gneckow did an inventory of the banners. They 
took pictures, measured the size, and made notes about the banners. Julie 
(our Office Manager) created a file with the information about the banners 
and included the picture of the banner in the description. 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

The November 8 Advent Committee meeting was opened with prayer. 

The Christmas Eve service will be a peaceful and quiet mood without 
communion. 

The church will be decorated by the members Nov. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Session Minutes (continued from page 11) 

26 after the service. 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Deacon Report: The minutes of the October 8  meeting was submitted to 
Session as well as activity reports for October. 

During October, communion was served to three people at Touchmark, 
four people at Edgewood, three people at Son Heaven and two at home. 
One person was  visited in the hospital. No meals were supplied. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the committee 
reports. 

Old Business:  

Pastor Janet and husband Leo visited the Basin worshipping community 
on November 19th. Four people were in attendance. Bill Norris is on the 
mend. He still wants to pursue the CP program and designation.   

Active members who had not attended church services and had not donat-
ed to the church have been sent a letter of their pending move to the inac-
tive list.  

New Business:  

Good Samaritan is applying for grants and permits to renovate Our Place 
into an over-night warming shelter for women. The name will be changed 
to Ruth’s Place. Following renovation, the women at God’s Love will 
move to Ruth’s Place and God’s Love will house the  men. Good Samari-
tan is asking churches and nonprofits to submit letters of support to the 
City of Helena by Dec. 6 and to the Montana Department of Commerce. 

ACTION ITEM: to submit letters of support as requested to the City of 
Helena and the Montana Department of Commerce. The motion carried. 

Pastor Janet indicated that she and Julie have a list of members and she 
provide copies for each member of Session. A question was raised about 
picture directory.  During discussion several reasons for having a new one 
were brought up including that it might be helpful for the new pastor. Pas-
tor Janet suggested Session members ask Les Cramer if he was willing to 
take pictures for a new directory. 

Discussion by Elders Patti Borsberry and Barb Leland on visits to other 
churches was tabled. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting. The 
meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Janet at 8:25 PM. 

The next Regular Session Meeting December 19, 2023, at 6:30 pm. 

John Gneckow, Clerk of Session 
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FINANCIAL 
DEADLINES 

Completed Credit Card 

Request forms, Check 

Request forms, Person-

nel Forms & Time 

Sheets are due in the 

Financial Office 

mailbox: 

Monday, Dec. 11 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 

Thank You for 

Your Generosity 

Thank you for your 

faithful giving to 

the ministry of 

FPC Helena. 

Your financial support makes the 

proclamation of the gospel possible 

throughout the world! Our October 

net giving is below. 

 Oct. 2023 YTD 

Income $20,434 $196,588 

Expenses   17,508 213,948 

 $2,925 $(17,360) 

The online giving program can be found on 

the fpchelena.org website. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Treasurer Leo Potter at 815-980-5236. 

This is the day that the Lord has made: 

let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

January Sermon Series 

"Won't You Be My Neighbor?"  

Based on the ministry and mission of the Rev. 
Fred Rogers, aka "Mr. Rogers,"  this sermon series will explore lessons 
from the book "Mr. Roger's Neighborhood" during 4 workshops. 

Watch for more details in upcoming bulletins and the January news-
letter! 

Barb Leland and Charlotte 
Meyer help decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas. 

fpchelena.org
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DECEMBER 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sa

     1 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm Hand 
& Foot Cards 

2 

3 
10 am Worship 
w/Communion 
11 am Social 
Time 

4 
3 pm 
Education 
 

5 
10 a.m. Sarah 
Circle 
11:30 Bridge 
3 pm 
Personnel 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

6 
6:30 pm Choir 

7 
11 am Prayer 
Time 
5:30 District 
AA 
6:30 Bridge 
7 pm AA 

8 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm Hand 
& Foot Cards 

9 

10 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 
11 am Deacons 
4 pm Caroling 

11 
1 pm 
Mission 
 

12 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

13 
10 am 
B & Grounds 
11:30 am 
Fellowship 
4 pm Admin. 
6:30 pm Choir 

14 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
12:30 Blue 
Christmas 
Service 
7 pm AA 

15 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm Hand 
& Foot Cards 

16 

17Music of 

Christmas 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 

18 
 

19 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
6:30 Session 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

20 
6:30 pm Choir 

21 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
6:30 Chat 
Bridge 
7 pm AA 

22 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm Hand 
& Foot Cards 

23 

24 Christmas                                         

          Eve 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 
7 pm Worship 
Service 

25 
Christmas 

Day 

26 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
7 pm Al Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

27 
11 am PW 
Coordinating 
Team 
6:30 pm Choir 

28 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

29 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm Hand 
& Foot Cards 

30 

31 
New Years 

Eve 

      

 

“Unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Savior who is Christ the Lord.” 
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Invite a friend! 
Updated FPC brochures 

in the fellowship room 

Take some to share with 

your friends and neighbors! 

December Anniversaries 

December Birthdays 

Join us for worship! 
Sundays, 10 a.m. 

or online @ 

fpc.helena.org 

Please let us know 

If you or a loved one is hospital-

ized, please let us know by calling 

the church office at 442-4775. St. 

Pete’s is no longer able to tell us 

whether any FPC people are pa-

tients there. 

Also, we no longer have a 

deacon on call each month. If 

you need assistance please call 

the church office: 406-442-4775. 

Toast the 

New Year! 

Church Potluck 
 

Sunday, Dec. 31st 

after the service 

Articles for the  

January “Mustard Seed” 

are due Dec. 18 

Hand & Foot Cards 

Fridays, 1:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Room 

Never played? No problem! 
The game is easy to learn 

and willing teachers abound. 

1st John Coefield 
17th Connor Goodman 
18th Bonnie Anderson 
22nd Joy Edgar 

22nd David McNay 
24th Carol Stebbins 
24th Corky Lord 
27th Mary Stiles 

10th Candace & Chris Goodman 
22nd Jeff & Julie Chaffee 

26th Michael & Marsha Davis 
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