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‘Won't You Be 
My Neighbor?’ 
workshops set 

Join me in two work-
shops after worship on 
Sundays, Feb. 18 and 
25, to explore facets of 
being a neighbor. 

We'll begin about 
11:25 in the fellowship 
area. Each workshop 
will be about an hour. 
Hopefully, we will have 
fun as we discover new 
aspects of being good 
neighbors. 

You are welcome to 
come to any or all, no 
commitment needed 
(and no preparation!). 

Blessings! 
Janet  

Annual Meeting Sunday, February 11 
The 2023 Annual Meeting of the congregational will take place Sunday, 
Feb. 11, after the worship service. Copies of the Annual Report will be 
emailed before the meeting and paper copies will be available Feb. 4. 

Lent begins 

Ash Wednesday 
service, luncheon 
Feb. 14, at noon 
You are invited to the Ash 

Wednesday service and luncheon Feb. 14. 

Our traditional Ash Wednesday service with 
imposition of ashes will be at noon in the 
Sanctuary. 

Then, those attending will gather upstairs in 
Richardson Hall for a lunch provided by the 
Fellowship Committee. On the menu: chicken 
from Van’s, tossed salad, rolls, cookies, water 
and coffee. 

Hope to see you there! 

Fellowship’s movie night was well attended! 
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Thank you, 
Mary 

Session would like to thank 
Mary Stiles for serving on 

Session and has regretfully 
accepted her resignation 

effective immediately.  

Energy Share of Montana 
YOU can help your neighbor stay warm! 

 

On Sunday, February 18, your Mission and Out-
reach Committee has chosen to collect a special one-time offering for 
Energy Share of Montana. When you donate to Energy Share, you are 
truly helping a neighbor stay warm. 

One hundred percent of private contributions are used for bill assistance 
– none is spent on administration. Energy Share of Montana is a private 
nonprofit corporation. Donations to Energy Share are tax-deductible and 
your gift is used first in this area. 

 Linus Project 

BJ shares “The Linus Project” at the 
PW coordinating team meeting. 
The project provides handmade 
blankets to children who are ill, 
traumatized or otherwise in need. 

(Carol Gneckow photo) 

Family Promise 
hosting, fundraiser 

Our next hosting is Feb. 
25-26, when we’ll pro-
vide dinners and serve 

as overnight hosts at First Christian 
Church. 
   Watch for a signup sheet for vol-
unteers on the Welcome Station. 
   February also brings a fundraiser 
at Panda Express, 3075 N Sanders. 
Orders placed Saturday, Feb. 24, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., will 
qualify. Panda Express will donate 
20% of those sales to Family Prom-
ise. Orders must be accompanied 
by the fundraiser code (366761) or 
by a copy of the paper flyer 
(available at FPC Helena.) 
   For details, visit with FPC Family 
Promise Co-Volunteer Coordina-
tors Joy at 406-202-2200 or Larry 
at 406-227-6400 or 406-916-6447. 



3 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

L ent is coming! Lent is coming! And Valentine's Day! 
This year, Ash Wednesday is Feb. 14 and we all know 

that is Valentine's Day....or VaLENTine's Day (get it?). Lent 
is a season in the church year which is a "time of prayer, 
fasting and self-examination in preparation for the cele-
bration of the resurrection of the Lord at Easter." It is a 
period of 40 days not counting Sundays. "In the early 
church Lent was a time of preparation for the celebration of baptism on 
Easter. What we hear during Lent is the power and possibility of the pas-
chal mystery, and that the way of the cross, the way to Easter is through 
death. New life requires a daily surrendering of the old life, letting go of 
the present order so that we may embrace the new humanity. The way 
of the cross, the way to Easter, is through death of the “old self.” In dy-
ing, we live. Therefore, at the beginning of Lent we are reminded that 
our possessions, our rulers, our empires, our projects, our families, even 
our lives do not last forever." (Presbyterianmission.org/christianyear) 
     We prepare our hearts for the mystery of the resurrection in different 
ways. Many Protestants now follow the Catholic tradition of "giving up" 
meat or something else that is considered important and necessary for 
life. Some churches "lock up" their "Alleluias" until Easter Sunday or fo-
cus on justice. Lent is a time of fasting, service to others and prayer.  
     This year, as a worshipping body, we will "give up" or "fast" from two 
traditions: sanctuary decorations and applauding during and after wor-
ship. Both of these are well-loved traditions, some would say they are 
necessary to the life and worship of the congregation. But by fasting 
from them, by dying to self, there can be a shift in our attention to Jesus.  
During worship, we will intentionally offer prayers for healing, repair and 
restoration. The Mission and Outreach Committee continue to offer ways 
to serve or give. 
     This Lent, pick up one of the Lenten devotion books "The Sanctuary 
for Lent" available on Sunday, Feb. 11. Or plan to participate in one of 
the Neighborhood workshops following worship on Feb. 18 or 25. Watch 
for opportunities to come together in March for a noon time, midweek 
study. Let Lent 2024 be a time of fasting, serving and praying all for the 
glory of God!  
Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Janet Potter, Interim Pastor 

Rev. Janet Potter 
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FPC Elders 

Barb Leland     Butch Plowman 

Sheryl Eriksen (Fellowship chair) 

Jim Meyer (Administration chair)     Karen Witte (Mission chair) 

Jeff Chaffee (Personnel chair)     Patti Borsberry 

John Coefield (Building & Grounds chair; Nominating chair) 

John Gneckow, Clerk of Session 
 

FPC Deacons 

 Julie Chaffee Joy Edgar BJ Burns 
 Candace Coefield, moderator Merle Korizek Kathy Chambers 
 Lonna Weidemann Carole Massman Jill Cook 
  Vicky Bryan  

Scholarships available 
     Applications are open for the Seeley Family Memorial Scholarship and 
Larry Linton Scholarship. Information sheets are available in the fellow-
ship room or can be requested from the church office. Due date is March 
31. Award amounts will be posted soon after. 
     The Linton Scholarship is open to FPC Helena members and members’ 
relatives. The Seeley Scholarship is open to FPC members, employees, or 
children of employees. 
     Questions? Call Marsha Davis at 443-1287. 

Deacons, Shepherd and Flocks! 

     Your Deacons are a very active group. They are responsible for the car-
ing ministries of the church. They are to pray for each other, to show 
compassion and love*. Deacon Shepherds and flocks came to FPC in 2017 
as a way to provide this care to the congregation. No pastor or staff can 
do it alone, nor should they. These flocks help ensure that everyone in 
this family of faith feels cared for and connected to our congrega-
tion. Your Deacon Shepherds are the hands and feet of Christ, reaching 
out through cards, texts or phone calls to remind folks that God loves 
them.  The Deacons want to grow their connections with their flock. One 
way you can help do this is if you are in the hospital, could use a meal or 
would like to receive home communion, contact your Shepherd! 
     If you would like to be part of a Flock, contact Candace Coefield (406-
461-3764) or Shepherding Ministry Coordinator Julie Chafee (406-431-
3400) or call the office.                 *(from the Deacon Reference Manual)  
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(Continued on page 6) 

MINUTES OF THE SESSION 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCUSA) 

HELENA, MONTANA 
January 16, 2024 

The regular meeting of the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Helena was called to order Tuesday, January 16, 2024, at 6:35 PM by 
Reverend Janet Potter. 

Pastor Janet opened the meeting with prayer followed by a short worship 
service with communion. Following the worship service, she moderated 
the business meeting. 

There was a quorum with the following Elders present: Sheryl Eriksen, 
Barb Leland, Patti Borsberry, John Coefield, and Jim Meyer. Elders Jeff 
Chaffee and Karen Witte attended on Zoom. Also in attendance: Clerk of 
Session John Gneckow and Treasurer Leo Potter. Elder Arlyn “Butch” 
Plowman was excused. Deacon Joy Edgar was absent. John Warren at-
tended as a guest representing PNC for Chair Arlyn Plowman. 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET: Pastor Janet added reviewing the Letcher 
Mission Tithe calculation and reviewing the PNC Ministry Document 
Profiles responses for the CLC. A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to accept the docket with the additional items. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to approve the minutes of December 19, 2023, Session meeting. 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

 

The Clerk stated that he had no correspondence to report. He mentioned 
that the February Presbytery meeting is being conducted using Zoom. The 
Session and church members are invited to watch. He will provide more 
information at the February Session meeting. 

INTERIM PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Janet reported her activities: 

Continues a weekly prayer time on Thursday mornings at 11:00 AM. 

Continues leading weekly worship at Cooney Home.  

Attended Presbytery committee meetings. 

Attended Mission & Outreach, Building & Grounds, Fellowship, Dea-
cons, Nominating and Admin committee meetings. 

Looking ahead: 

 Lent Planning Team meeting January 22 at 1:15. 

  Active Membership as of November 30, 2023 103   

  Active Membership as of December 31, 2023   92   
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(Continued on page 7) 

 Town Hall meeting January 21 following worship. 

 Feb. 14 Service of Imposition of Ashes at noon with lunch to follow. 

 

ACTION ITEM: Session approve Communion to be served the first Sun-
day of each month, Maundy Thursday and other dates as deemed neces-
sary. Motion passed.   

Reported that Mary Stiles has resigned from Session and as Chair of the 
Education Committee. Motion made to accept her resignations, seconded, 
and approved.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Administration Committee: Chair Jim Meyer reported. A written report 
was submitted to Session.  

Treasurer Leo Potter noted FPC had an operating revenue of negative 
$13,982 for the year compared to a budgeted negative amount of $38,750. 
Donations for the month were $17,399. Expenses for the year were 4% 
less than budgeted and income was 6% more than budget estimates. 

With investments trending up, we need to transfer $18,672 from the Un-
derdahl fund to replenish Lona’s Legacy which had been used for building 
repairs this past year. 

ACTION ITEM: Approve selling Underdahl shares in the amount of 
$18,672 to replenish Lona’s Legacy for monies used for building repairs 
in 2023. Motion carried. 

The committee reviewed the motion for the Mission Tithe and calculated 
an amount of $1,725.28 (105,538.79-88,285.97=17,252.82 x 10% 
=1725.28) 

ACTION ITEM: That Session concur with the calculation and authorize 
sale of Vanguard General Fund Shares in the amount of $1725.28 after 
authorization from the congregation at the annual Congregation meeting. 
The money will be given to the Mission committee to disburse as directed 
in the motion approved April 11, 2021 by the congregation.  

Next Meeting February 14, 2024, at 4:00 PM. 

Building and Grounds: A written report was submitted. Chair John Co-
efield reported.  

FPC has changed our cleaning service. B&G has contracted with Peter 
Feiss to be our janitor. 

The Historical sign installation will have to wait until spring.  

The next meeting is February 14, 2024. 

 Communion   75 41 in person, 23 online, 11 at home 
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 Christian Education Committee: Did not meet. 

Congregational Fellowship: Chair Sheryl Eriksen reported, and a written 
report was submitted to Session. 

Movie time will be 3:30 PM January 19. Hand and Foot card games con-
tinue every Friday at 1:30 pm. 

The next fifth Sunday church potluck will be Easter Sunday March 31 
after worship.  

The next meeting will be on February 14 at 2:00 PM. 

Memorial Committee: Did not meet. 

Mission Committee: Chair Karen Witte reported. A written report was 
submitted to Session. 

The Outreach Activities Survey results are being compiled for presenta-
tion to the membership on January 21, 2024. 

The committee has received a request for volunteers to help at God’s 
Love on January 25, 2024, with the Point In Time annual census of un-
sheltered people in Helena. Melissa has volunteered to cook the meal and 
Jim and Charlotte Meyer have donated a certificate for bread to accompa-
ny the meal. 

FPC will hold a collection for Energy Share on February 18. 

Our next hosting of Family Promise will be February 25 and 26. 

One Great Hour of Sharing will be from February 14 through March 31. 

The next meeting is February 12, 2024, at 1:00 PM. 

Nominating Committee: Chair John Coefield reported. A written report 
was submitted to Session. 

Four people have agreed to have their names presented to the congrega-
tion for the Deacon Class of 2027. 

One person has agreed to fill the vacancy for the Elder Class of 2026. 

No one has agreed to being nominated for the Elder Class of 2027. 

ACTION ITEM: Request Session approve revising Bylaw Article IV 
Section 1 to lower the minimum number of Session members from nine 
(9) to seven (7). Motion passed. 

There is insufficient time (thirty (30) days according to the Bylaws) to 
notice this suggested change to the congregation for the February Annual 
meeting.  

The next meeting will be January 22 at 2:00 PM. 

Personnel Committee: Chair Jeff Chaffee reported there was no meeting 

(Continued on page 8) 



8 

 

Session Minutes (continued from page 7) 

in January. 

Worship Committee: No report submitted to Session.  

Pastor Janet reported a committee has been formed to plan for the Lent 
and Easter season. 

Pastor Janet will hold a Town Hall meeting following worship on January 
21. An update from the Pastor Nominating Committee and results of the 
mission survey will be presented. 

Deacon Report: The minutes of the December 10, 2023, meeting were 
submitted to Session as well as activity reports for December and the 4th 
quarter Shepherding report. 

During December, communion was served to three people at Touchmark, 
three people at Son Heaven and five at home. One person was visited in 
the hospital. No meals were supplied. Currently Deacons cannot do com-
munion at Edgewood due to norovirus epidemic. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept the committee 
reports. 

Old Business:  

John Warren representing the PNC led a discussion of the latest version of 
the Ministry Discernment Profiles (MDP). Session members offered sug-
gestions on wording which will be considered by the committee, referred 
back to Session for their approval, and forwarded to the Presbytery Com-
mittee on Ministry for review on February 8. 

John also presented the MDP Competency Match Criteria and requested 
Session members to list their competency rating and return them PNC by 
January 22. 

New Business: none 

A motion was made, seconded, and ap-
proved to adjourn the meeting. 

The meeting was closed with prayer 
by Pastor Janet at 8:45 PM. 

The next Regular Session Meeting: 
February 20, 2024, at 6:30 pm. 

 

John Gneckow 

Clerk of Session 

SARAH CIRCLE (NEW TIME!) 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2 p.m. 

(Contact: Sheryl Eriksen) 

REBEKAH CIRCLE 
Thursday, Feb. 8, 10 a.m. 
(Contact: Merle Korizek) 
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Thank You for 

Your Generosity 

Thank you for your 

faithful giving to the 

ministry of FPC Helena. 

Your financial support makes the procla-

mation of the gospel possible throughout 

the world! Our Dec. net giving is below. 

 Dec. 2023 YTD 

Income $22,316 $239,385 

Expenses  $15,037 $253,368 

 $7,280 $(13,983) 

The online giving program can be found on the 

fpchelena.org website. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Treasurer Leo Potter at 815-980-5236. 

This is the day that the Lord has made: 

let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Did you know?  

OGHS is an ecumenical 
endeavor that now in-
volves nine denomina-
tions and the Church 

Opportunities for Financial Giving 

Feb 18th – Energy Share of Montana special one-time offering  

Feb 14th – March 31st One Great Hour of Sharing  

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
February 14 through March 31 

World Service. 

Founded in 1946 by 
Episcopal Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, a goal was 
set to raise one million 

dollars in one hour for 
World Relief.   

President Harry Tru-
man opened the “One 
Great Hour” broadcast 
by urging listeners to 
“build a new world, a far 
better world in which 
the dignity of (all hu-
manity) is respected.” 
The name of the radio 
program was adopted 
into the name of the 
offering the following 
year, and it became 
known as One Great 
Hour of Sharing. 

While there is no record 
of funds raised that day, 
it is estimated that over 
75,000 churches partici-
pated. Over time, many 
aspects of the offering 
and its participants have 
changed, but the pur-
pose remains the same: 
to collect special gifts for 
those in need – includ-
ing disaster relief, refu-
gee assistance, and de-
velopment aid.  

(From: presbyterianmis-
sion.org) 

(More next month!) 

fpchelena.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/weekly-offerings/2015/02/09/brief-history-one-great-hour-sharing/
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FEBRUARY 2024 

 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri S

    1 
11 am Prayer 
Time 
5:30 District AA 
6:30 pm Bridge 
7 pm AA 

2 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

3 

4 
10 am Worship 
w/Communion 
11 am Social 
Time 

5 
3 pm 
Educa-
tion 

6 
11:30 Bridge 
2 p.m. 
Sarah Circle 
7 pm Al 
Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

7 
6:30 pm Choir 

8 
10 am Rebekah 
Circle 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

9 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

10 

11 
10 am Worship  
11 am Annual 
Meeting of the 
Congregation 

12 
1 pm 
Mission 

13 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
7 pm Al 
Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

14   Ash 

  Wednesday 
10 am 
B & Grounds 
Noon Worship 
Service & Lunch 
2 pm Fellowship 
4 pm Admin. 
6:30 pm Choir 

15 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
6:30 pm Bridge 
7 pm AA 

16 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

17 

18 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
Time 
11:25 Neighbor 
Workshop #2 

19 20 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
6:30 Session 
7 pm Al 
Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

21 
6:30 pm Choir 

22 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

23 
Noon Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm 
Hand & 
Foot Cards 

24 

25 
10 am Worship  
11 am Social 
11:25 Neighbor 
Workshop #3 

26 27 
11:30 am 
Bridge 
7 pm Al 
Anon 
7 pm Scouts 

28 
6:30 pm Choir 

29 
11 am 
Prayer Time 
7 pm AA 

  

Hosting Family Promise 
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Please let us know 

If you or a loved one is 

hospitalized, please let us 

know by calling the church 

office at 442-4775. 

 

If you need assistance 

please call the church office: 

406-442-4775. 

FINANCIAL 
DEADLINES 

Completed Credit Card Re-

quest forms, Check Request 

forms, Personnel Forms & 

Time Sheets are due in the 

Financial Office 

mailbox: 

Monday, Feb. 12 

Monday, Feb. 26 

Articles for the  

February “Mustard Seed” 

are due Feb. 21 

Hand & Foot Cards 

Fridays, 1:30 p.m. 
Never played? No problem! 

The game is easy to learn 
and willing teachers abound. 

1st Charlotte Meyer 
12th Linda Granzow 
13th Sheryl Eriksen 
16th Stephen Bayless 

21st Mary Craigle 
22nd Jane Ogle 
29th Ron Witte 

February Birthdays 

February Anniversaries 

1st Les & Louise Cramer 4th John & Carol Gneckow 

Mark Your Calendar 

for our next 

“5th Sunday of the Month” 

Potluck 

Easter Sunday, March 31 

Attend church Easter morning 

and then enjoy fellowship with your 

church friends. 



12 

 

La
b

el
 h

er
e 

 
   

F
ir

s
t 

P
re

s
b

y
te

ri
a
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

5
3
5
 N

o
rt

h
 E

w
in

g
 S

tr
e

e
t 

H
e
le

n
a
, 

M
T

 5
9
6
0
1

 
 

w
w

w
.f

p
c
h

e
le

n
a

.o
rg

 

O
F

F
IC

E
 H

O
U

R
S

 
M

o
n

d
a
y
 -

 F
ri

d
a

y
 

9
:0

0
 a

.m
. 

- 
1
:0

0
 p

.m
. 

 
4
0
6

-4
4
2

-4
7
7
5

 
 

a
d

m
in

@
fp

c
h

e
le

n
a

.o
rg

 
S

u
n

d
ay

 S
er

vi
ce

 1
0 

a.
m

. 
W

ee
kl

y 
S

er
m

o
n

 o
n

 H
C

T
V

 C
ab

le
 C

h
an

n
el

 1
89

 
W

ed
n

es
d

ay
s 

at
 6

 p
m

 &
 S

at
u

rd
ay

s 
at

 9
 A

M
  

 

S
pr

ea
di

ng
 th

e 
G

oo
d 

N
ew

s 
of

 C
hr

is
t t

hr
ou

gh
 O

ur
 L

ov
e,

 
W

or
ds

, 
an

d 
A

ct
io

ns
 


