ORDER OF WORSHIP

Pastor: Rev. Emily Cowser
Liturgist: Kathy Chambers
Organist: Ann Swisher

“‘How are we to live in an atomic age?’” | am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived
in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as you would
have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your throat any
night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of
paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.” In other
words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. Believe me, dear sir or
madam, you and all whom you love were already sentenced to death before the atomic bomb
was invented: and quite a high percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways...If we are
all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing
sensible and human things—praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the
children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled
together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs.”

-C.S. Lewis, “On Living in an Atomic Age”

*Please stand if you are able

PRELUDE “Prelude and Fugue in G minor”
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP Written by Nancy Townley
One: This is the good news which we proclaim:

ALL: Jesus Christ is raised from the dead!

One: Walk in the light of his love.

ALL: Live in the light of his teachings and healing mercies.

One: Come, let us worship the one who overcame death.

ALL: Let us celebrate the triumph of our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN “Earth and All Stars!” GtG #26

Earth and all stars!
Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain!



Loud blowing snowstorm!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things.
We too sing praises
with a new song!

Trumpet and pipes!
Loud clashing cymbals!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Harp, lute, and lyre!

Loud humming cellos!

Sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things.
We too sing praises
with a new song!

Engines and steel!
Loud pounding hammers!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams!

Loud building workers!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things.
We too sing praises
with a new song!

Knowledge and truth!
Loud sounding wisdom!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son!

Loud praying members!



Sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things.
We too sing praises
with a new song!

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ALL: Almighty God, our world is filled with corruption: power disguises itself as
truth; convenience masquerades as goodness; selfish pleasure imitates love. We
confess to you, O God, that we have been caught in the web of the world’s sin.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, save us from these deceptions and free us for
glad obedience, that we may see the joy of Jesus’ resurrection and receive the

promise of everlasting life. Amen. (a moment of silent confession)

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

One: Followers of Jesus: God has promised salvation to us, to our children, and to
all who are near and far. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

*THE PEACE
*“Gloria Patri” GtG #581

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

PSALM READING Psalm 116 Page 955
| love the Lord, for he heard my voice;

he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
| will call on him as long as | live.



The cords of death entangled me,
the anguish of the grave came over me;
| was overcome by distress and sorrow.
Then | called on the name of the Lord:
“Lord, save me!”

The Lord is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
The Lord protects the unwary;
when | was brought low, he saved me.

Return to your rest, my soul,
for the Lord has been good to you.

For you, Lord, have delivered me from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling,

that | may walk before the Lord
in the land of the living.

| trusted in the Lord when | said,
“l am greatly afflicted”;

in my alarm | said,
“Everyone is a liar.”

What shall | return to the Lord
for all his goodness to me?
| will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord.
| will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.

Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, Lord;
| serve you just as my mother did;
you have freed me from my chains.

| will sacrifice a thank offering to you
and call on the name of the Lord.



| will fulfill my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the Lord—
in your midst, Jerusalem.

Praise the Lord.

One: The Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Peter 1:13-25 Page 1887
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to

be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient
children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written: “Be holy, because | am holy.”

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your
time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious

blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through
him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so
your faith and hope are in God.

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have
sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have
been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God. For,

“All people are like grass,

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

And this is the word that was preached to you.

One: The Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING Luke 24:13-35 Page 1642



Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything
that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with each other,
Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from
recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him,
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and
deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him
over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he
was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third

day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They
went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told
us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they
did not see Jesus.”

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then
enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if
he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly
evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized

him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?”

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and
those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen



and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way,
and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

One: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ!

CHOIR ANTHEM “Blessed Be the Name of the Lord”
Clinton Utterbach, arr. Ed Lojeski

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 2:14-42 Page 1692
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow

Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands
of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having released him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For
David says concerning him,



‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.

“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet,
he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.

“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore
exalted at the right hand of God and having received from the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you see and hear. For David did not
ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstoo

|III
.

“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you,
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed
his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.



One: The Word of the Lord.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

SERMON
*HYMN

“We Are One in the Spirit”

We are one in the Spirit;
we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit;
we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity
may one day be restored:

And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians
by our love.

We will walk with each other;
we will walk hand in hand;
we will walk with each other;
we will walk hand in hand,
and together we’ll spread the news
that God is in our land:

And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians
by our love.

We will work with each other;
we will work side by side;
we will work with each other;
we will work side by side,
and we’ll guard human dignity
and save human pride:

GtG #300



And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians
by our love.

All praise to the Father,
from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus,

God’s only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit,
who makes us one:

And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians
by our love.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
ALL: | believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE OFFERING

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”

Johann G. Walther (1684-1748)
Offering plates are located in the back of the sanctuary. You may also give online at
fochelena.org/giving or by mailing a check to First Presbyterian Church 535 N. Ewing St.,
Helena, MT 59601.



*DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here
below;

Praise him above,

ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER
*HYMN “Thine Is the Glory”

Thine is the glory,
risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory

thou o'er death hast won.

Angels in bright raiment
rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.

Thine is the glory,
risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory

thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us,
risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us,

scatters fear and gloom.

Let the church with gladness

GtG #606

GtG #238



hymns of triumph sing,
for the Lord now liveth;
death hath lost its sting.

Thine is the glory,
risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory

thou o'er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life!
Life is naught without thee;
aid us in our strife.

Make us more than conquerors
through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan

to thy home above.

Thine is the glory,
risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory

thou o'er death hast won.

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Prelude in A minor”
J.S. Bach



Announcements

Welcome!
A special welcome to visitors joining us for worship today. If you have children with you, feel
free to hand them one of the cloth bags hanging in the back of the sanctuary — they are filled
with books and toys! Hymns are found in the “Glory to God” (GtG) hymnal in the pews, as well
as on the screen. Please sign the red fellowship pad in your pew and pass it to your neighbor. It
is our tradition to remain seated during the Postlude at the conclusion of the service. After the
service, please join us for refreshments and conversation!

Home Communion Training Today
Pastor Emily is facilitating a home communion training today after worship. This training is
intended for anyone who is ordained or about to be ordained as an elder or deacon as well as
anyone who is interested in learning more about communion. We will explore how communion
is understood theologically and the practicalities of extending communion to those who are
unable to join us in person.

Fall Spiritual Formation Retreat
Pastor Emily will be facilitating a fall retreat focused on the theme of prayer. Together, we will
explore what prayer means, our struggles with prayer, and a variety of ways to pray. The
retreat is tentatively planned for September 10th-12th at the beautiful Glacier Camp on
Flathead Lake. If you are interested in attending, please let Pastor Emily know, so that she can
begin to gauge the size of our group.

Family Promise Comfort Food Challenge Today at College
The Family Promise Comfort Food Challenge is today, 4-7 p.m., at Carroll College. Come, enjoy
delicious food samples from restaurants and church congregations. Raffles and silent auction
baskets will also be offered. Tickets are $20 per person or $45 for a family of up to 6 people,
and are available at the door or from the FPC Mission & Outreach Committee.

Let’s Share Our Bulletins!
You are welcome to take a bulletin home, but should you decide to leave it, please drop it off
on the table immediately outside the sanctuary. There are groups who come into the church for
meetings during the week, and we'd like to have our church bulletins available for them. —
Mission & Outreach Committee, Carol Gneckow, (406) 422-9914.

Doors Locked During Service

Session decided to lock the main entrance doors during the worship service. The doors are
locked from 10:15 to 11 a.m., and unlocked again between 11 a.m. and noon.



You're Invited!

Tuesday, April 21 Session 1 p.m.

Wednesday, April 22 Choir 2 p.m.
Bell Choir 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 23 Holy Spirit Bible Study 12/Noon
Friday, April 24 Hand & Foot Cards 1:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 26 Worship Service 10 a.m.
Social Time 11 a.m.
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