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State of OUR City Celebrates Community and City Departments

I loved this State of OUR City 
address! Employees and citi-
zens were recognized for their 
efforts within our community. 
Mayor Wagoner praised the 
over 400 dedicated employees 
that provide all the services we 
have in Caldwell. 

During the State of Our City 
address, Mayor Wagoner talk-
ed about the “three ships” that 
make our community success-
ful: Partnerships, Relationships 
and Leadership. “Partnerships 
make us all better together,” 
he said. And as an example, 
he talked about the partner-
ships we have with the College 
of Idaho, West Valley Medical 
Center, the Caldwell Chamber 
and the Caldwell Night Rodeo. 
He spoke of our business rela-
tionships within our community, 
our schools and with members 
of our community. “We need 
humility and trust to foster 

these relationships,” he said. 
And he focused on leadership 
development to improve suc-
cess of the city of Caldwell. 

Jim Everett was honored with 
the “Community Hero Award” 
as he has done so much good 
for our community and others 
through his lifelong dedication 
working with youth through his 
efforts with the YMCA, working 
at the College of Idaho and as 
Co-President of the College of 
Idaho. He is now the current 
fundraiser at the C of I.

Mayor Wagoner presented 
a “Key to the City” to Chef Sal 
and Becca Alamilla, co-owners 
of the Amano restaurant. Sal 
earned Idaho’s first “James 
Beard Award” for 2025 Best 
Chef for the Mountain Region 
(Idaho, Colorado, Montana, 
Utah and Wyoming), having 
been nominated several times 
and having been a finalist once. 

This prestigious award has put 
Caldwell on the map as a desti-
nation place to come dine.

Also honored were life-
guards from Caldwell Memo-
rial Pool (Beau Ramsey, Jacob 
McNeece, Zadie Davis (pool 
staff), Marlee Taylor and May-
cee Kimball) who received 
“Life Saving Awards” after an 
incident at the pool where their 
quick response saved three 
lives. Also involved in the efforts 
were some unknown communi-
ty members before paramedics 
and others took over before the 
victims were transported to the 
hospital. Also supporting their 
efforts were paramedics, police 
officers and hospital personnel.

Student Lesley Medina Ro-
bles was recognized with a 
“Rising Star” award. She was 
an outstanding leader and 
member of the Mayor’s Youth 
Council and was a passionate 

member of our community and 
her school. 

Prior to the State of Our City 
address, many city depart-
ments and some organiza-
tions had booths introducing 
themselves to the public. De-
partments present were Parks 
and Recreation, Caldwell 
Police and Mounted Unit, 
Caldwell Fire, City Finance, Li-
brary, Idaho Hispanic Founda-
tion, Waste Water Treatment 
Plant, Engineering, Planning 
& Zoning, Streets, Storm Wa-
ter, Economic Development, 
Human Resources, and the 
Caldwell Chamber of Com-
merce.

The City Finance Depart-
ment had a fun interactive 
survey table where they gave 
citizens $500 of play money 
to deposit into the “Budgets 
by the Box” of how they would 
like their money to be spent. 

They had to divide their money 
among Fire, Parks, Cemetery, 
Streets, Police, Airport and the 
Library. 

The citizens gave their mon-
ey in “Budgets by the Box” as 
follows:
• 21.4% for Parks
• 21% for Streets
• 19% for Police
• 18% for Fire
• 9% for Library
• 6.3% for Cemetery
• 5% for Airport

It was interesting to see how 
the community that participat-
ed in this survey divided their 
money.

All in all, this State of Our City 
was a wonderful celebration of 
our community’s people, city’s 
staff, departments and partici-
pating organizations. Congrat-
ulations to ALL!

The public mingles with Caldwell City Departments prior to the State of Our City Celebration
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by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

Mayor Wagoner honors Jim Everett with  
“Community Hero Award.”

photo by Leora Summers

Mayor Wagoner honors Sal and Becca 
Alamilla, co-owners of Amanos restaurant 

with the “Key to the City.”
photo by Leora Summers

Mayor Wagoner presenting Caldwell 
lifeguards Jacob McNeece, Zadie Davis 

(pool staff) and Beau Ramsey with 
“Life Saving Award.” Also honored were 
Marlee Taylor and Maycee Kimball, who 

were unable to attend. 
photo by Leora Summers

Mayor Wagoner presenting Lesley Medina 
Robles with a “Rising Star” award.

photo by Char Jackson



August 2025Page 2 CALDWELL PERSPECTIVE

August 1
2025 Summer Ban Jam, three day 
tournament played on the streets 
downtown Caldwell. For more infor-
mation visit www.indiancreekplaza.
com.
10 AM: Tai Chi & Qigong. Mindful, 
holistic exercise for overall health and 
well-being (ages 18+), Caldwell Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.
6-11 PM: Brave Hearts Night at Indian 
Creek Steakhouse, 711 Main St.

August 2
2025 Summer Ban Jam, three day 
tournament played on the streets 
downtown Caldwell. For more infor-
mation visit www.indiancreekplaza.
com.
2-3 PM: Art Together: Family Satur-
day. Join us each month for a new 
art project-fun for the whole family (all 
ages), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
7-11 PM: Caldwell Latino Night Mar-
ket. Indian Creek Plaza.

August 3
2025 Summer Ban Jam, three day 
tournament played on the streets 
downtown Caldwell. For more infor-
mation visit www.indiancreekplaza.
com.

August 4
9-11 AM: Yoga on the Plaza. Stretch, 
Breathe, and Flow — for Free!
10:30 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, 
songs and activities (ages 0-2), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.
11 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, songs 
and activities (ages 0-2), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.
7:30 PM: Caldwell Centennial Band 
Concert, Memorial Park (619 Irving 
St.), Music for all ages. Bring your 
chairs, your families and your friends. 
FREE!

August 5
10:30 AM: Spanish and English Sto-
rytime, stories, songs and activities 
(ages 2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
5 PM: Farm to Fork Farmers Market. 
Taste the farm-to-fork difference. In-
dian Creek Plaza.
6-9 PM: Tuesday’s on the Creek.  
Sunsets, great tunes, and cold drinks 
all in the “living room” of Caldwell! In-
dian Creek Plaza. 
6 PM: Olivia Harms performing at 
the Indian Creek Plaza downtown 
Caldwell. Free Event.
6:30-8:30 PM: Board Game Night, 
enjoy snacks while playing a variety of 
board games (all ages). Library,

August 6
10:30 AM: Music and Movement, 
songs, activiteis and dancing (ages 
2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
3:30 PM: Afterschool Fun, new activ-
ites every week (ages 5-12), Library, 
1010 Dearborn.

August 7
8-9 AM: Coffee Connect hosted by 
Melad Tree Farms, visit the Caldwell 
Chamber website for more informa-
tion.
11 AM-1 PM:  Super Soaker Show-
down, Indian Creek Plaza.
5-7 PM: Ribbon Cutting, Caldwell 
Night Rodeo, Aug 7th. visit the 
Caldwell Chamber website for more 
information.
10:30 AM: Preschool Storytime. Sto-
ries, songs and games (ages 3-5), 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
4:30 PM: Teen Thursday. New activi-
ties every week (ages 13-17), Caldwell 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
7-9 PM: First Thursday Movie o the 
Plaza: Heavyweights. Indian Creek 
Plaza.

August 8
10 AM: Tai Chi & Qigong. Mindful, 
holistic exercise for overall health and 
well-being (ages 18+), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.
4:30 PM: Adult Lego Club. Join our 
new Lego Club for adults. Big fun 
with tiny bricks (ages 16+), Caldwell 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
7 PM: The Main Event - Live at In-
dian Creek Plaza. Cool off in the 
splash pads, play a lawn game or two. 
Brought to you by the Caldwell High 
School Class of 1985.

August 9
6 PM: Boots, Buckles, & Brews| 
Caldwell Night Rodeo Kickoff, Indian 
Creek Plaza.
7-11 PM: Caldwell Latino Night Mar-
ket, Indian Creek Plaza.

August 11
9-11 AM: Yoga on the Plaza. Stretch, 
Breathe, and Flow — for Free! Indian 
Creek Plaza.
10:30 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, 
songs and activities (ages 0-2), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.
11 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, songs 
and activities (ages 0-2), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.
1-2:30 PM: Knitting & Crochet Social, 
bring a project and make a friend. All 
skill levels welcome (ages 18+), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.

August 12
CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO!
6:30-10:30 AM: 92nd Annual Bucka-
roo Breakfast, O’Conner Feild House. 
10:30 AM: Spanish and English Sto-
rytime, stories, songs and activities 
(ages 2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
4:30-5:30 PM: Lego Club, join our 
LEGO club for big fun with tiny bricks 
(ages 7-16), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
5 PM: Farm to Fork Farmers Market. 
Taste the farm-to-fork difference. In-
dian Creek Plaza.
6-9 PM: Tuesday’s on the Creek.  
Sunsets, great tunes, and cold drinks 
all in the “living room” of Caldwell! In-
dian Creek Plaza. 

August 13
CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO!
6:30-10:30 AM: 92nd Annual Bucka-
roo Breakfast, O’Conner Feild House.
10 AM-12 PM: Tech Lab, drop in any-
time to get help with your technology 
questions (18+), Library, 1010 Dear-
born.
10:30 AM: Music and Movement, 
songs, activiteis and dancing (ages 
2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
3:30 PM: Afterschool Fun, new activ-
ites every week (ages 5-12), Library 
1010 Dearborn.

August 14 
CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO!
6:30-10:30 AM: 92nd Annual Bucka-
roo Breakfast, O’Conner Feild House.
10:30 AM: Preschool Storytime. Sto-
ries, songs and games (ages 3-5), 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
4:30 PM: Teen Thursday. New activi-
ties every week (ages 13-17), Library, 
1010 Dearborn.
4:30 PM: Farmway Afterschool Pro-
gram: Art at the Park (all ages), Farm-
way Village, 22730 Farmway Rd.
6:30 PM: Thursday Read Book Club. 
Enjoy a lively discourse on the chosen 
book (ages 18+), Library.
7-8 PM: Gardening. Learn to gar-
den like a pro with the Idaho Master 
Gardeners (ages 18+), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.

August 15
CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO!
6:30-10:30 AM: 92nd Annual Bucka-
roo Breakfast, O’Conner Feild House.
10 AM: Tai Chi & Qigong. Mindful, 
holistic exercise for overall health and 
well-being (ages 18+), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.
6:30-9 PM: Basquing in the Sunset
Experience the rich culture and tradi-
tions of the Basque community in a 
four-course wine and Paella dinner on 
the lawn at Huston Vineyards, www.
hustonvineyards.com visit the website 
to purchase tickets.

August 16
CALDWELL NIGHT RODEO!
7-11 AM: 92nd Annual Buckaroo 
Breakfast, O’Conner Feild House.
10:30 AM: Stories & Crafts: Monsters 
Don’t Eat Broccoli. New stories and 
activities each month (all ages), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.
7-11 PM: Caldwell Latino Night Mar-
ket, Indian Creek Plaza.

August 18
9-11 AM: Yoga on the Plaza. Stretch, 
Breathe, and Flow — for Free!
10:30 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, 
songs and activities (ages 0-2),Library, 
1010 Dearborn.
11 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, songs 
and activities (ages 0-2), Library.
7:30 PM: Caldwell Centennial Band 
Concert, Memorial Park (619 Irving 
St.), Music for all ages. Bring your 
chairs, your families and your friends. 
FREE!

August 19
10:30 AM: Spanish and English Sto-
rytime, stories, songs and activities 
(ages 2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
4:45-5:45 PM: Read to a Therapy 
Dog, practice reading with a friendly 
and fluffy therapy dog (ages 7-14), 
Library.

August 20
10:30 AM: Music and Movement, 
songs, activiteis and dancing (ages 
2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
3:30 PM: Afterschool Fun, new activ-
ites every week (ages 5-12), Library 
1010 Dearborn.
5 PM: Farm to Fork Farmers Market. 
Taste the farm-to-fork difference. In-
dian Creek Plaza.
6-9 PM: Tuesday’s on the Creek.  
Sunsets, great tunes, and cold drinks 
all in the “living room” of Caldwell! In-
dian Creek Plaza. 

August 21
10:30 AM: Preschool Storytime. Sto-
ries, songs and games (ages 3-5), 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
11 AM: Caldwell Public Library at the 
Senior Center, 1009 Everett St.
4:30 PM: Teen Thursday. New activi-
ties every week (ages 13-17), Library, 
1010 Dearborn.
5:30-7 PM: Business After Hours 
hosted by Caldwell Police, Aug 21st, 
110 S. 5th Ave. 
6:30 PM: Thursday Read Book Club: 
“The Aviator’s Wife,” by Melanie Ben-
jamin.  Enjoy a lively discourse on the 
chosen book (ages 18+), Library.

August 22
10 AM: Tai Chi & Qigong. Mindful, 
holistic exercise for overall health and 
well-being (ages 18+), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.

August 23
7-11 PM: Caldwell Latino Night Market 
Indian Creek Plaza.

August 25
9-11 AM: Yoga on the Plaza. Stretch, 
Breathe, and Flow — for Free! Indian 
Creek Plaza.
10:30 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, 
songs and activities (ages 0-2), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.

August 25 (cont.)
11 AM: Baby Storytime, stories, songs 
and activities (ages 0-2),  Library, 
1010 Dearborn.
1-2:30 PM: Knitting & Crochet Social, 
bring a project and make a friend. All 
skill levels welcome (ages 18+), Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.

August 26
10:30 AM: Spanish and English Sto-
rytime, stories, songs and activities 
(ages 2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
5 PM: Farm to Fork Farmers Market. 
Taste the farm-to-fork difference. In-
dian Creek Plaza.
6-9 PM: Tuesday’s on the Creek.  
Sunsets, great tunes, and cold drinks 
all in the “living room” of Caldwell! In-
dian Creek Plaza. 

August 27
10:30 AM: Music and Movement, 
songs, activiteis and dancing (ages 
2-6), Library, 1010 Dearborn.
3:30 PM: Afterschool Fun: Focused 
on Japanese Yayoi Kusama. New ac-
tivites every week (ages 5-12), Library 
1010 Dearborn.

August 28
10:30 AM: Preschool Storytime. Sto-
ries, songs and games (ages 3-5), 
Library, 1010 Dearborn.
4:30 PM: Teen Thursday: Outdoor 
Game Night. New activities every 
week (ages 13-17), Library, 1010 
Dearborn.

August 29
10 AM: Tai Chi & Qigong. Mindful, 
holistic exercise for overall health and 
well-being (ages 18+), Caldwell Li-
brary, 1010 Dearborn.
3-5 PM: Ping Pong Club. Join us each 
month for some ping pong fun (all 
ages), Caldwell Library, 1010 Dear-
born.

August 31
12-5 PM: Sunnyslope Wine Festival, 
Ste. Chapelle Winery, 19348 Lowell 
Rd, Caldwell, Idaho 83607
Fees/Admission
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To promote your September event on this page contact Chantele Hensel 208-899-6374 
or email advertising@caldwellperspective.com

Tasting Room Hours:
Open 7 Days A Week

12-5 p.m.

Enjoy Chicken Dinner Wine Enjoy Chicken Dinner Wine 
at the Rodeo!at the Rodeo!

Proud Sponsors Of The Proud Sponsors Of The 

Caldwell Night RodeoCaldwell Night Rodeo

uston Vineyards

16473 Chicken Dinner Rd.
Caldwell  

208-455-7975
www.hustonvineyards.com

AUGUST 2025
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North Downtown Projects Update and Survey Request

July saw more activity on the 
potential improvements coming 
to the area north of downtown 
between the railroad tracks 
and the freeway. Citizens met 
on July 23rd to offer feedback 

to Arch Nexus, the consul-
tant hired by Caldwell’s Urban 
Renewal Agency, to deter-

mine if an urban renewal zone 
is feasible for the area. 

Arch Nexus would like to 

hear from all of Caldwell’s resi-
dents and especially those that 
live between downtown and 

the freeway about your priori-
ties for that area. You can take 
their survey by following the 
QR code above or going to ti-
nyurl.com/42md9h66.

Roger Brooks will be back in 
Caldwell for part of August. He 
was hired by the city to create 
a long-term action plan for the 
north downtown area up to the 
College of Idaho and to Wolfe 
field. If you have ideas you 
want to share for these areas, 
contact the Caldwell Chamber 
of Commerce (info@caldwell-
chamber.org).

by Toni Terro, Caldwell Perspective

CHA Facebook Page

Survey about the future of the 
north downtown area.

Citizens meeting about the future of the 
north downtown area.

Citizens voting on their priorities.

News clippings from the Caldwell News Tribune newspaper: August of 50 Years Ago

Caldwell Housing Authority Celebrates Annexation

August 4, 1975
The board of trustees of the 

Caldwell School District #132 
will hold a special session 
at 8 to consider leasing the 
Canyon County multipurpose 
complex.

 August 13, 1975
Caldwell Night Rodeo Ac-

tion. More people showed 
up to watch more cowboys 
compete for more money 

ever before on opening night 
at the Caldwell Night Ro-
deo on a pleasant Tuesday 
evening. An estimated 4700 
fans packed an arena which 
is sporting expanded seat-
ing this year to watch the first 
crowd of 250 cowpokes get 
the first of two chances to 
make performances good or 
fast enough to get to the Sat-
urday finals.

 August 19, 1975
Bike way Report Slated. A 

report from the Beautification 
Committee on bicycle path-
ways will be heard Tuesday 
during the regular Tuesday 
7:30 pm Caldwell City Coun-
cil meeting according to the 
agenda.

(NOTE. The proposal was 
approved at the meeting 
to create a path linking the 

Washington & Jefferson el-
ementary schools and the 
Caldwell High School and the 
new Caldwell library.)

 Ronee Sue Blakley, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Blakley of Caldwell, will be in 
Caldwell Wednesday evening 
following the premier of the 

movie she stared in “Nash-
ville”. Miss Blakley has re-
ceived nationwide praise for 
her performance in the movie 
and has been on the cover of 
Newsweek magazine. She is 
a Caldwell High School grad-
uate.

Whether you call us Farm-
way Village, El Campo, or 
Caldwell Housing Authority, 

we have big news! After 85 
years of existence, the City 
of Caldwell has approved our 
requested annexation. For 
many of us, this feels like com-
ing home. CHA residents con-
tribute millions of dollars each 
year to the Caldwell econo-
my. You shop, eat, own busi-
nesses, and recreate here. 
Now, you are city residents! 
While most of you won’t see 

any significant change as a 
result of annexation, the sym-
bolism is significant! It feels 
like this place, home to over 
15,000 residents since the 
late 1930s, has come home. 
We are so grateful to every-
one who worked hard to bring 
this to completion. If you have 
any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.

Curt’s

CARPET CLEANING
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Residential • Commercial • RV’s • Boats

Over 39 Years of Satisfied Customers
“Since 1978”

• Free Estimates •
Call Curt at 208.466.2429

Our Community
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Fun at the Canyon County Fair by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

July 27th marked the last 
day of the 2025 Canyon Coun-
ty Fair. It was another great 
year of 4-H and FFA with kids 
showing off their prize-winning 
animals and their prize-win-
ning handling skills. Ribbons 
were also awarded for art, 

photos, cake decorating (my 
favorite was the chicken cake 
that won Best in Show), flow-
ers, fruits and veggies, Lego 
builds, and much more. 

Lots of booths were at the 
fair again this year. One of 
the most popular was hosted 
by Grow Idaho, where kids 
learned about land zoning, 
shucked popcorn, and got to 
spin a prize wheel if they cor-
rectly answered a question 
about local agriculture. Out on 
the fairway there were lots of 
rides for little kids and big kids 
and performers did a great job 
entertaining audiences even 
in the heat of the day. New to 
the fair this year were Free-
style Motocross (FMX) riders 
who performed thrilling aerial 
acrobatic stunts. 

And that is just scratching 
the surface of course. There 
were concerts, dueling pia-
nos, pie-baking competitions, 
an Alpaca Meet and Greet, 
a Goat Costume Contest 

and much much more. If you 
missed it this year, don’t worry, 
the Fair will be back next year, 
which gives you time to start 
working on your best peach 
pie recipe and painting your 
award-winning masterpiece. 
We’ll see you there!

Our Community

15343 Plum Rd., Caldwell, Idaho
HatRanchwinery.com

Open Daily in the 
Heart of Wine Country 
12-5 p.m., Monday - Sunday

Sophie Stills, CHS FFA chapter president, 
and her blue ribbon bunny

Grow Idaho educates young ones about zoning 

Goat judging

Prize winning veggies

Julie Mund’s “Best In Show” chicken cake

FMX riders entertain with death defying flights

Juggler entertains with laughs

Games and rides

We want your 
good news!

208-899-6374
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As the Caldwell Night Rodeo 
(CNR) gears up to host its 101st 
rodeo in just a couple of weeks, 
athletes and fans can expect a 
significant change at the his-
toric arena grounds – a brand 
new, state-of-the-art announcer 
stand. 

CNR, a national top-20 
professional rodeo, top-five 
outdoor rodeo, and longtime 
Caldwell community staple, will 
be ushering in its 2025 season 
with the successful completion 
of phase one in its $7.5 million 
capital campaign. In addition 
to the major upgrade to the 
announcer’s stand, construc-
tion has expanded to include 
six premium skyboxes, offer-
ing rodeo fans an unparalleled 
viewing experience. This mo-
mentous elevation to the D&B 
Supply Arena is thanks to the 
generous support of additional 
donations and grants from the 
following Idaho companies 
and organizations: Ahlquist, 
Crookham Company, Johnson 
Thermal Systems, Kendall Auto 
Idaho and the Laura Moore 
Cunningham Foundation. 

“A big thank you to Ahlquist, 
Crookham Company, Johnson 
Thermal Systems, Kendall Auto 
Idaho, and the Laura Moore 

Cunningham Foun-
dation for their 
generous contribu-
tions to our rodeo 
and capital cam-
paign. Because 
of this continued 
support from local 
businesses and 
our community, 
Caldwell Night Ro-

deo rides into its second cen-
tury of celebrating our Western 
heritage,” said Edward Lodge, 
President of the Caldwell Night 
Rodeo Board of Directors. “The 
rodeo is first and foremost a 
shared space – a place where 
the top cowboys, cowgirls, and 
animal athletes can test their 
hard-earned skills; where fami-
lies and friends can gather to 
make lifelong memories; and 
where Idahoans from all walks 
of life can join together to uphold 
our shared Western values. The 
gift of support from these Idaho 
organizations is a vote of sup-
port for our community, and as 
the 101st year draws near, we 
can’t wait to share this historic 
start with all of you.” 

The two-phase capital cam-
paign has been led by Caldwell 
Night Rodeo and its sister non-
profit organization, the Caldwell 
Night Rodeo Foundation, with 
the vision to respectfully honor 
the rodeo’s authentic, rustic 
charm while ensuring it thrives 
as a premier destination for 
competitors and fans for gen-
erations to come. The success-
ful completion of phase one 
includes the new announcer 
stand and skyboxes, which will 

debut during the upcoming ro-
deo from August 12 – 16. Ro-
deo attendees will also enjoy 
expanded seating, improved 
accessibility options, and up-
graded amenities that will en-
hance every fan’s experience. 

D&B Supply and the J.R. 
Simplot Company Founda-
tion each committed significant 
grants to the capital campaign 
earlier this year, anchoring the 
community-led campaign with 
gifts that reflect deep Idaho 
roots and shared values of hard 
work, tradition, and family. The 
CNR Foundation also invites 
the community to be a part of 
building the rodeo’s next 100 
years. Donations of any amount 
are welcome and appreciated. 

The final touches of phase 
one’s construction are under-
way. Upon completion, CNR 
and the CNR Foundation will 
host a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to unveil the new announcer’s 
stand and skyboxes. Local me-
dia will be invited for a sneak 
peek inside the new and im-
proved areas before the gates 
open for rodeo week. More de-
tails to come – stay tuned! 

Tickets for the 2025 Caldwell 
Night Rodeo are still available, 
running from Tuesday, August 
12, through Saturday, August 
16, but they are selling quickly. 
Head to www.caldwellnightro-
deo.com to secure your seats 
for this world-class rodeo, 
Where the Cowboys Are the 
Stars. 

The City of Caldwell in-
vites all citizens interest-
ed in running for elected 
office in the upcoming 
2025 General Election to 
attend an informational 
meeting on Tuesday, Au-
gust 5, at 6:00 p.m. The 
meeting will take place 
in the Caldwell City Hall 
Council Chambers, locat-
ed at 205 S. 6th Avenue. 

This session will pro-
vide valuable information 
for individuals consid-
ering candidacy for the 
mayor’s seat or one of 
the City Council seats #1, 
#2, or #3, which will be on 
the ballot during the Gen-
eral Election scheduled 
for November 4, 2025. 

City staff will be available 
to walk attendees through 
important dates, candida-
cy requirements, and elec-
tion procedures to ensure 
all prospective candidates 
are fully informed and pre-
pared. 

For questions, please 
contact the City Clerk’s Of-
fice at (208) 455-4502.

Idaho Organizations & Businesses Help Caldwell Night Rodeo
Reach Capital Campaign Goals

Invitation for Citizens Interested in Running 
for Elected Office

Our CommunityOur Community

Boise Valley Monument Company

“A Lifetime of Memories...A Single Act of Love”

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1963”

1115 N. Illinois Avenue, Caldwell, Idaho a 208-454-9532

Large Display & Selection, Custom Artwork & Design, Monument 
Cleaning, Monument Restoration, Signs, Rock Lettering

www.boisevalleymonument.com
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Former Caldwell Mayor Gar-
ret Nancolas was recently hon-
ored among others according 
to the Idaho Business Review 
with an “Icon Business” award. 
This award recognizes indi-
viduals who have shown great 
leadership, achievements and 
contributions, who have made 
positive changes during their 

careers and in organizations 
they have been a part of.

Garret was awarded this for 
his many achievements during 
his 20 plus years as mayor of 
Caldwell, his leadership help-
ing with the Mayor’s Youth 
Council during his tenure as 
Mayor, being a part of the de-
velopment of the Indian Creek 
Plaza and the many other dif-
ferent organizations that had 
the privilege of having him on 
their teams.

We were very fortunate to 
have had him on our team for 
so many years. Congratula-
tions on this well deserved 
award. Thank you Garret and 
thank you Pam for sharing him 
with our community and all the 
other organizations that ben-
efitted due to his dedication 
serving our community and 
state.

Idaho Business Review honors 
Garret Nancolas with Icon Award

KCID Building Honored by Preservation Idaho

by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Our CommunityAugust 2025

On July 26th Preservation 
Idaho awarded Valerie and 
Steve Hruza an Orchid Award 
for Contribution to Historic 
Preservation. They won the 
award for their careful restora-
tion of the KCID building locat-
ed at 921 Cleveland Blvd. 

The building originally 
opened in 1960 as the home 
of the KCID radio station and 
the Caldwell Chamber of Com-
merce. At the time Cleveland 
Blvd was a part of US High-
way 30, an important route to 
the west. The KCID building’s 
distinctive architecture made it 
Caldwell’s premiere landmark. 

The KCID building was origi-
nally owned by Clair Hull, own-
er of KCID radio, and was built 
in the Googie Architectural 
style, with dramatic rooflines, 
floor-to-ceiling windows, and 
a revolving globe on top. The 
globe was accompanied by a 
sign that read “On the corner 
where the world turns” on one 
side and “Twin City Radio” on 
the other. 

The building was sold in 
1971 to Duane Wolfe, Hull’s 
son-in-law, and Dale Peterson. 
By 2010 the KCID building had 
lost its luster. The radio station 
with its iconic signage had 
moved out of the building, the 
globe was long broken and 
removed, and the building’s 
historic architectural style was 
marred with corporate logos, 
a vinyl bubble awning, and 
whitewash covering some of 
the original rock exterior.  

That’s when Valerie Hruza 
stepped in and bought the 
KCID building, which she had 
admired since her childhood. 
She and her team renovated 
the building’s interior by open-
ing up closed-off spaces and 
replacing electrical, plumb-
ing, and mechanical systems. 
In addition, Valerie restored 
long boarded-up windows and 

carefully stripped whitewash 
from the original exterior. 

At the awards ceremony 
Valerie and Steve Hruza gave 
special thanks to Caldwell’s 
Historic Preservationists, 
Elaine Carpenter and Chuck 
Randolph; Art Gregory with 
the History of Idaho Broad-
casting Foundation; Dale Pe-
terson, owner of KCID radio; 
and Duane and Grey Wolff, 
(son-in-law and grandson of 
Clair Hull).

Preservation Idaho is a 
non-profit organization with a 
mission to “preserve Idaho’s 
historic places through col-
laboration, education, and 
advocacy.” Since 1977 they 

have been awarding Orchid 
Awards to “individuals and 
organizations that have made 
a positive contribution to his-
toric preservation” and Onion 
Awards to “projects that have 
shown insensitivity to the 
state’s cultural history.” 

Caldwell has had previous 
Orchid Award winners includ-
ing Cole Architects who won in 
2018 for restoring the building 
at 523 Main Street that houses 
Crossroads Church. 

To learn more about Pres-
ervation Idaho visit website at 
preservationidaho.org.

Enjoy Lasting Improvement With 

Expert Home Painting
Protect and enhance your home or business with our 
professional interior and exterior painting services. 

Proudly serving our community since 1977!

FREE ESTIMATES | Licensed & Insured

(208) 353-1970
RBW Painting

A+ BBB Rating!

We have painted 3365 exteriors
and 956 interior re-paints!

PATIO OPEN! 
Enjoy Our Happy Hour 

Monday–Saturday 3-6 PM

Great Happy Hour Specials
Monday-Saturday 3-6 p.m.

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Beer, Wine & Cocktails

Children’s Menu

2805 Blaine St., Caldwell l 208-459-3308

Go 
Yotes!

WELCOME    
 RODEO FANS!

208-453-1146 
21513 Main St, Greenleaf

Closed Monday
Tuesday-Saturday 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Caldwell’s KCID building on 10th and Cleveland in the 80’s

The KCID building today

The KCID building full view

Send to editor@caldwellperspective.com or call Chantele, 208-899-6374Send to editor@caldwellperspective.com or call Chantele, 208-899-6374

We Want Your 
Good News!
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The online victimization of 
youth by sexual predators is 
one of the biggest crimes to-
day involving minors. But to 
focus solely on the setting of 
the Internet misses the greater 
threat to keeping youth pro-
tected from the advances of 
sexual predators. Our commit-
ted effort to helping communi-
ties prevent child sexual abuse 
has required a closer look at the 
factors that contribute to youth 
opening themselves up to such 
dangerous relationships in the 
first place. Enter Karen Brook 
and her book, Safe Behavior – 

Strange Behavior. 
This sensitively written guide 

for youth describes the three 
main categories of relationships 
that a minor should consider 
when facing a possible new as-
sociation with someone else.  
It guides the reader to ask, “Is 
this a person I could trust to be 
respectful of my feelings and 
decisions?”  If the answer is, 
“Yes,” then the relationship falls 
into the Green Flag category. If 
”Maybe” the newly developing 
relationship would be assigned 
a Yellow Flag. And if “No,” that 
is the Red Flag relationship that 

should be avoided at all costs. 
Youth are also encouraged to 
reassess any developing re-
lationship that may turn from 
a Green Flag to a Yellow Flag 
or from a Yellow Flag to a Red 
Flag category.

Each chapter is written as a 
stand-alone package of infor-
mation. The chapter topics in-
clude safe behavior, romantic, 
friendship and peer relation-
ships, dangerous money mak-
ing job offers and finally the 
nature of trafficking and exploi-
tation. Included in each chapter 
is a review of how to assess 

specific situations against the 
Behavior Flags. The information 
is delivered using age-appropri-
ate language without getting 
into nitty gritty details of sexual 
abuse.

Karen writes from an impres-
sive background of formal edu-
cation, professional training and 
work experience. She has pro-
vided services to former victims, 
schools, the justice system, fos-
ter care, youth and adult organi-
zations as well as Law Enforce-
ment. At an age when youth 
are hungry for building new re-
lationships this is a must-have 

guide. For more information on 
Karen Brook and her work, you 
can visit her website at:  https://
www.karen-brook.com/ 

This summer marks an in-
credible milestone for The Sal-
vation Army Caldwell Corps: 
75 years of dedicated service 
to the community. Over the de-
cades, The Salvation Army has 
provided support to families, in-
dividuals, and youth, ensuring 
that no one walks alone in their 
time of need.

“We have been blessed to 
serve such an amazing com-
munity,” said Captain Amy 
Lewis, Caldwell Corps officer. 
“And we look forward to provid-
ing another 75 years of contin-
ued support to those who are 
struggling the most.”

The Salvation Army Caldwell 
serves the community in a vari-

ety of ways, providing a month-
ly food box to families and indi-
viduals, educational classes for 
parents with babies, character 
building programs for youth, 
utility assistance to qualifying 
applicants, and other essential 
services. The local nonprofit 
also offers a variety of church 
programs including weekly 
Bible studies, youth activi-
ties, and fellowship for adults. 
Wherever there is a need in 
Caldwell, The Salvation Army 
will be there to help. 

Since its inception, The Sal-
vation Army has relied on the 
hearts and hands of support-
ers and volunteers in Caldwell 
and neighboring areas. From 
collecting supplies from local 
donors and partnering busi-
nesses, to stuffing backpacks 
and helping at holiday events, 
the support and time of many 
people has made the non-
profit’s efforts possible. If you 

would like to get involved, 
please scan the QR code or go 
to caldwell.salvationarmy.org 
to learn more about their volun-
teer opportunities.

About The Salvation Army of 
Caldwell

Serving Caldwell, Idaho, 
since 1950, The Salvation 
Army provides nutritious food 
boxes, programs for children 
and adults, seasonal 
support, and hope to 
those in need. Guided 
by Christian values 
and a commitment to 
serving all without dis-
crimination, The Sal-
vation Army responds 
with love and practical 
help in times of cri-
sis and recovery. For 
more information, visit 
SalvationArmyUSA.
org.

The Salvation Army, 
an international move-
ment, is an evangeli-
cal part of the univer-
sal Christian Church. 
Its message is based 
on the Bible. Its minis-
try is motivated by the 
love of God. Its mis-
sion is to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ 
and to meet human 
needs in His name 
without discrimination.

Anti-Trafficking: The Bigger Picture

Salvation Army: 75 Years of Service made possible by the generous support of donors and volunteers

by Deborah Kraft–Canyon County Anti-Trafficking Task Force

Youth Program attendees and volunteers

Food Pantry volunteers including 
Mayor Wagoner and other City Staff
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Caldwell Firefighters Assist Coeur d’Alene Crews During Time of Loss

CFD Response during the July 4th Holiday

This past weekend, three 
members of the Caldwell Fire 
Department—Captain Jake 
Ives, Engineer Chase Jablon-
ski, and Firefighter Jeremy 
Powers—traveled to northern 
Idaho to cover shifts for the 
Coeur d’Alene Fire Depart-
ment. 

The crew departed Wednes-
day morning and returned 
home Saturday evening, 
spending over 48 hours cov-
ering the downtown Coeur 
d’Alene corridor and answer-
ing calls for service so local 
crews could attend funeral 
services and support one an-
other. While stationed at Sta-
tion One, the Caldwell crew 
responded to 14 calls while 
operating Coeur d’Alene’s 
Ladder One. 

“Our crews were proud to 
be there, but heartbroken for 
the reason we had to go,” said 
Caldwell Fire Chief Bryan Dan-
iels. “This is the fire service at 

its core, departments support-
ing each other in times of trag-
edy. I’m proud of Captain Ives, 
Engineer Jablonski, and Fire-
fighter Powers for stepping up 
without hesitation.” 

Captain Jake Ives reflected 
on the experience: “It was an 
honor to help shoulder the load 
so our brothers and sisters in 
Coeur d’Alene and Kootenai 
County could mourn together. 

You never want to be needed 
for something like this, but it’s 
what we do: we show up, we 
hold the line, and we stand 
with our own. Even though the 
community was grieving, we 

truly appreciated how hospi-
table and kind everyone was.” 

We’re grateful that our 
partners from Nampa Fire, 
Middleton/Star Fire, Meridian 
Fire, Eagle Fire, and Boise 
Fire were also able to travel 
north and serve alongside us. 
It meant a great deal to stand 
together as a unified Treasure 
Valley fire service family, help-
ing to provide coverage and 
support during such a difficult 
time. 

Special thanks to Mayor 
Wagoner and the Caldwell 
City Council for their support 
in allowing our crews to make 
this deployment possible. 

The Caldwell Fire Depart-
ment extends its continued 
support and solidarity to the 
Coeur d’Alene Fire Depart-
ment, the Kootenai County fire 
departments, and the entire 
community. It was an honor to 
serve you

The Caldwell Fire Depart-
ment (CFD) responded to a 
steady number of calls during 
the July 4 holiday period, han-
dling 121 total incidents be-
tween July 2 and July 6. These 
included ten fires, 68 medical 
emergencies, and 43 other 

calls for service. The activity 
was nearly evenly distributed 
across the five-days, with a 
peak of 29 calls on July 2. 

Fire-related incidents that 
crews responded to:
• One structure fire involving 
two homes, one boat and one 
camp trailer 
• One vehicle fire 
• Eight grass or rubbish fires 
Several of the grass and rub-
bish fires appeared to be 
linked to fireworks, while oth-
ers may have stemmed from 
outdoor burning activities, 
despite a citywide burn ban 
currently in effect. CFD crews 

provided medical support at 
several incidents, including 
multiple trauma calls, such as 
a shooting that occurred over 
the weekend. 

Crews also responded to a 
high number of alcohol related 
incidents. CFD reminds resi-
dents to remain vigilant about 
fire safety, especially during 
the dry summer months when 
the risk of fire spread is elevat-
ed. The department also ex-
tends its thanks to community 
members for their cooperation 
and to our partner agencies 
who provided mutual aid sup-
port.

Caldwell hospital earns top 
rankings in equity, outcomes, 
patient experience and more. 
West Valley Medical Center 
has earned multiple “A” grades 
and a number one status in the 
state of Idaho across six key 
areas in the 2025–26 Lown 
Institute Hospitals Index. This 
places West Valley among the 
top acute care hospitals in the 
United States. The recognition 
highlights leadership in health 
equity, patient outcomes, and 
commitment to serving as an 
inclusive community partner.

West Valley Medical Center 
received straight “A” grades 
across nine key categories, 
earning top marks in the state 
of Idaho.

Social Responsibility 
Grade: A

• Health Equity Grade: A
• Patient Outcomes Grade: A
• Clinical Outcomes Grade: A
• Patient Satisfaction Grade: A
• Community Benefit Grade: A
• Inclusivity Grade: A
• Racial Inclusivity Grade: A

#1 in Idaho for:
• Social Responsibility
• Health Equity
• Patient Outcomes
• Clinical Outcomes
• Patient Satisfaction
• Inclusivity

“This recognition affirms 
our deep commitment to high-
quality, equitable care for ev-
ery member of our commu-
nity,” said Isabella Chisholm, 
interim chief executive officer 
of West Valley Medical Cen-
ter. “Our team shows up every 

day not just to treat patients, 
but to improve lives. Being 
named one of the most so-
cially responsible hospitals in 
the country, among other rec-
ognitions, is a direct reflection 
of our colleagues’ compassion 
and excellence.”

  The Lown Institute—an in-
dependent healthcare think 
tank—evaluated more than 
3,600 hospitals and 300 health 
systems nationwide. The in-
dex is the only comprehensive 
measure that assesses hospi-
tals on metrics beyond clinical 
care, including health equity, 
community benefit, inclusivity 
and value of care. With no ap-
plication process or fees, the 
Index provides an unbiased 
look at how hospitals perform 
as stewards of community 
health.

August 2025

208-459-0816

Join Us For Our
Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.

www.stdavid.idahodiocese.com
1800 Arlington Avenue
Caldwell, Idaho 83605

208-459-9261

L to R: Richie Lucas (Lewiston Fire), Firefighter Alec Johnstone 
(Worley Fire), Captain Jake Ives (Caldwell Fire), Engineer Chase 
Jablonski (Caldwell Fire), Firefighter Jeremy Powers (Caldwell 

Fire), Captain Brent Bailey (Nampa Fire), Firefighter Mike Strickley 
(Nampa Fire) and Chief Scott Campos (Worley Fire).

Some firefighters in 
Coeur d’Alene

West Valley Medical Center Sweeps #1 Rankings 
in Idaho on National Hospital Index
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July 4th Parade Marshall Donna Shines and The Mentoring Network! Become a Mentor
Our Community

The 4th of July’s Parade 
Marshall this year was Donna 
Shines, Executive Director and 
CEO of The Mentoring Net-
work. What a great community 
partner this nonprofit organiza-
tion is to the children of our and 
other communities. The Mentor-
ing Network has been around 
for many years and matches 
up volunteers with children who 
would benefit with this extra 
support in our schools.

The Mentoring Network 
matches up adult volunteers 
with at-risk children in grades 
1-8 and continues through high 
school to meet with them once 
a week on school grounds dur-
ing the school year. Attendance, 

grades and behaviors show 
improvement in these students 
when they can count on some-
one that shows up and gives 
them some special attention. 
These relationships makes 
Donna Shines’ heart smile. 
The Mentoring Network serves 
five rural Idaho school districts 
(Nampa, Caldwell, Parma, 
Homedale and Vallivue). 

Interested parents and school 
officials fill out request forms for 
their children or students and go 
through a process to accept stu-
dents into the program. Volun-
teers also go through a process 
which includes completing an 
application form, a background 
check, written referrals, inter-

view and training before being 
accepted as a mentor. Then as 
openings occur, mentors and 
students are matched up.

Congratulations Donna and 

to “The Mentoring Network” for 
a job well done!

For more information and if 
you are interested in becoming 
a mentor, go to: https://mentor-

ingnetworkid.org/ to apply. Click 
on “Become a Mentor.” The ap-
plication form is online.

by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

August 2025

Since 1911, we have 

dedicated ourselves to 

assisting families honor 

the memory of their 

loved ones in their own 

special way!

504 S. Kimball Avenue
208-459-3629

www.dakanfuneralchapel.com

Pre-Planning Arrangements • Traditional Funeral Services • Cremation Services 
Receptions • Gatherings • Monuments

Call us to discuss your 

wishes with a knowledgeable and 

compassionate funeral director.

Caldwell’s budget approval 
for the Oct ‘25 - Sept ‘26 fiscal 
year will happen at the August 
18th City Council meeting. I sat 
down with the City’s Finance 
Director and go-to budget wiz-
ard, Raelynn North, to get a 
high-level picture of how the 
City’s budgeting process works 
and how Caldwell’s citizens 
can learn more about the City’s 
~150 million dollar budget.

The budget process began 
way back in January as de-
partments started identifying 
their needs for the 25-26 fiscal 
year. Departments turned in 
their initial budget proposals in 
March. At that time, RaeLynn 
reviewed the City’s health plan 
to identify needed changes and 
determined the possible wage 
increases for City workers. 

During April and May, Rae-
Lynn and Mayor Wagoner met 

with each department to talk 
through and prioritize their re-
quests, discuss budget goals, 
needed reallocations, places to 
cut expenses, and more. 

During late May and early 
June four budget workshops 
totaling 11.5 hours were held 
with the City Council. During the 
workshops, each department 
presented their proposed bud-
get to the Council, who asked 
questions and discussed differ-
ent budget options. 

Now the budget is being ad-
justed due to Council feedback, 
other requests that have come 
in (think West Valley Humane 
Society), and anything else that 
has been missed to date. Rae-
Lynn is also working with the 
County and the State Tax Com-
mission to understand the reve-
nues that can be expected from 
property taxes and sales taxes. 

The Budget Hearing, where 
the Council will approve the fi-
nal budget will happen August 
18th, 8 months after the budget-
ing process began. During the 
hearing RaeLynn will present 
the final budget to the Council, 
highlighting what has changed 
since the budget workshops. 

If you want to know more 
about the City’s budget, Rae-
Lynn is dedicated to transparen-
cy and so has made a number 
of resources available to you. 

Quarterly reports are avail-
able on the Finance depart-
ment’s website cityofcaldwell.
org/Departments/Finance. If 
you want to know how much in 
revenues the water department 
budgeted for the 24-25 fiscal 
year ($12.6 million) and what 
percentage of that they had col-
lected at the end of Q3 (84%) 
then the quarterly reports are 

for you. These reports are at the 
department level and go back to 
2020. 

If you want more detailed in-
formation, the line-item level 
“budget book” is also available 
on the Finance department’s 
website. If you want to know 
how much the Caldwell Event 
Center budgeted for Custodial 
services in 24-25 ($2600) the 
budget book is for you. 

The 11.5 hours of budget 
workshops, where the depart-
ments presented their 2026 
budgets to the Council, are 
available to watch on the City’s 
YouTube channel at: https://
www.youtube.com/@cityof-
caldwell178/streams.

If you have questions, Rae-
Lynn says that you can reach 
out to her. However, she en-
courages people to reach out 
to their elected City Council 

Members. They are very knowl-
edgeable about the budget and 
happy to talk with citizens who 
have questions. 

Finally, if you want to get even 
more involved with the budget 
you can volunteer for the City’s 
Audit Committee. You can learn 
more about the Audit Commit-
tee and apply to volunteer at the 
City’s Boards and Commissions 
website: cityofcaldwell.org/Gov-
ernment/Boards-Commissions.

West Valley Medical Center is 
proud to announce the launch 
of its Mental Health Intensive 
Outpatient Program (MHIOP), 
designed to provide adults in 
our community with critical men-
tal health support in a flexible 
outpatient setting. This program 
offers a structured, therapeutic 
environment for individuals who 
need more than weekly therapy 
but do not require inpatient care.

The MHIOP includes group 
therapy sessions held three 
times a week, totaling nine 
hours, and is led by licensed 
mental health professionals. 
The program emphasizes heal-
ing through community and 
connection, with participants 
grouped by shared experiences 
and goals.

Key components of the 
MHIOP include:

• Individualized assessments 
and treatment planning

• Evidence-based group thera-
py
• Medication management
• Skills training for stress, mood, 
anger, and communication
• Support for self-awareness, 
self-esteem, and social skills
• Goal setting and life skills de-
velopment

“This program fills a vital gap 
in mental health services in our 
area,” said Angie Merrell, Chief 
Nursing Officer of West Valley 
Medical Center. “There are so 
many individuals who are strug-
gling with their mental health 
but don’t meet the threshold for 
inpatient care. The MHIOP pro-
vides a safe, therapeutic setting 
that helps them build resilience 
and move forward with their 
lives.”

Jen Gorder, Director of the 
Behavioral Health Unit, empha-
sized the strength and com-
mitment of the team behind 

the program: “Our clinicians 
are passionate about provid-
ing compassionate, evidence-
based care. We’ve built a sup-
portive environment that meets 
people where they are and 
helps them grow as individuals.”

In addition to the MHIOP, the 
hospital continues to serve the 
community through a medical 
detox program. This program is 
aimed at supporting individuals 
beginning their recovery from 
substance use who are also in 
need of medical care, and is 
part of West Valley’s broader 
mission to address the growing 
mental health and substance 
use needs in our community.

For more information about 
West Valley’s Mental Health ser-
vices, visit our website.https://
urldefense.com/v3/__https:/...
GE2TXCIa2Nb$

City Council Prepares to Approve ‘25 -’26 Budget

West Valley Medical Expands Mental Health Services 

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

RaeLynn North

Kyle Collins, DMD 301 E. Ash St. •  454-1222
info@collinsdmd.com

We give you a 
reason to...

visit us at 
collinsdmd.com

2 E Main St, Marsing, ID 83639
(208) 896-4182

Cafe & Lounge

Flame-to-Table Favorites

RIBS
Every Other 

Friday Prime Rib
Every 

Friday & 
SaturdayDelicious 

Appetizers 
to Share Full Bar, Beer 

& Wine
Family friendlyOPEN

Wednesday-Sunday

1 PM - Close

Closed Monday-Tuesday
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WW-II  B-25 bomber visits Caldwell
Our Community

Caldwell citizens recent-
ly had the opportunity to 
experience a unique piece 
of history, one of only two 
flyable B-25 bombers that 
flew missions in WWII. 
The B-25, “Maid in the 
Shade,” is owned by the 
Mesa, Arizona unit of the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) and stopped at the 
Caldwell Executive Airport 
as part of its summer tour. 
I spoke with CAF volun-
teers Jerry Washburn and 
Mel Pepitone about the 
B-25 and the CAF. 

The Maid in the Shade 
was built in 1944 and flew 
15 missions over Yugosla-
via and Italy in November 
and December of 1944. 
In January of 1945, the 
plane came back to the 
US and was used as a 
training plane until it was 
put into storage and even-
tually sold by the military 
in 1961. The plane was 
then used as a Fire Ant 
Sprayer in Alabama for 
several years, changing 
hands a few times, until it 
was finally donated to the 
CAF in 1981. 

By then, the plane was 
highly corroded and need-
ed to be rebuilt. Over many 

years the CAF took 
on the project of re-
storing the plane, and 
by March of 2009, it 
flew again for the first 
time. Now the plane 
tours the country in 
the summer and the 
rest of the year is on 
display with the unit’s 
five other historic air-
craft at the Arizona 
Commemorative Air 
Force Museum. 

The CAF was start-
ed in 1969 by three 
WWII fighter pilots 
who were upset that 

many WWII planes were 
being chopped up or sold 
as scrap. They started 
buying WWII planes to 
preserve them and now 
the CAF has grown to 
12,000 members in the 
US, with three units in Eu-
rope. The Mesa, Arizona 
unit is one of the largest 
at about 400 members. 
All of the work done to 
restore, maintain, and fly 
the planes as well as run 
their museum is done by 
volunteer members of the 
unit. 

Many of the members 
are veterans, but Jerry 
says about half of their 
members, including him-
self, are not. He has been 
active in the group for 
about 25 years, because 
he “likes old WWII his-
tory and aviation.” He was 
a pilot for years and so 
it was a “natural fit.”  He 
believes in the mission of 
the CAF, which is to honor 
the sacrifice of veterans 
and active service mem-
bers as well as to “edu-
cate newer generations” 
and “build memories and 
experiences with the 
planes” by “selling rides 

on the planes, letting 
people tour the planes, 
and being there to answer 
questions.”

One of the newest units 
of the CAF was started 
right here in Caldwell by 
pilot Ben Cook and his 
wife, who own a North 
American T-6, a WWII ad-
vanced training plane. 

To learn more about the 
Commemorative Air Force 
visit their website at: com-
memorativeairforce.org.

August 2025

819 Main St., Caldwell • 208-454-0425

Great Food and Full Bar

www.caldwellacapulco.com
Happy Hour: 

Monday-Saturday 3 PM-6PM

We Also Offer Catering Services

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Restored B-25 bomber that flew fifteen missions in WWII.
Jerry Washburn and Mel Pepitone with the Maid in the Shade nose art. 

Visitors to the B-25 bomber that flew 
fifteen missions in WWII.
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What began as a trip to a 

cousin’s Celebration of Life 
turned into a spring break 
trip with our 10 year old 
granddaughter to the Oregon 
Coast. The original plan was 
to spend three nights in a 
hotel in Washougal, WA and 
come home. We planned to 
take our daughter, who lives 
in Vancouver, WA up to Des 
Moines, WA to go to  a fam-
ily member’s Celebration of 
Life. She wanted to go up and 
back on the same day, so the 
plan was to leave Caldwell on 
a Friday and come home that 
Sunday. Well, the daughter 
said, “Hey! It’s Gwen’s spring 
break that following Monday, 
so wouldn’t you like to take 
her somewhere?” Well that 
changed everything!

I had already made reser-
vations for the hotel, but how 
could we say no to our grand-
daughter? I kept the hotel 
reservation to see if I could 
make reservations at the 
RV park that we liked in Pa-
cific City, OR. I got that done 

and then hubby Sam pulled 
the RV onto our driveway to 
check out all the systems be-
fore the trip.

Well, good thing! The slide-
out for the bedroom remained 
silent and didn’t budge an 
inch, so now to get it to the 
RV repair shop to see if we 
could get this fixed in time. 
I kept the hotel reservations 
until I could see how that 
panned out. Luckily it was 
fixed in time, so I canceled 
the hotel and off we went.

The trip went well on the 
coast with the granddaugh-
ter and after whale watching, 
swimming in the RV Resort 
pool, feeding the bunnies and 
other fun things, we hooked 
up the Jeep and back to Van-
couver, WA we went. We got 
the Jeep disconnected and 
got the RV all parked fine and 
dandy in the Vancouver Elks 
RV spot. We then loaded up 
the Jeep with Gwen’s things 
to take her back to her house. 

As we pulled out of park-
ing lot, a  weird sound came 

from the Jeep that I had nev-
er heard before, but we con-
tinued and entered the free-
way towards Gwen’s house. 
Suddenly there was a funny 
smell and the engine cut out. 
We were in the far left lane of 
a two-lane southbound road 
and Sam had to cut across 
the right lane to get to the 
emergency pull-out on that 
side of the road. There was a 
lot of honking as we coasted 
our way over, hoping not to 
get hit with the granddaugh-
ter in the car. We sat a sec-
ond or two and he tried the 
ignition and the Jeep fired up. 
He reentered the highway, 
but stayed in that right-hand 
lane just in case. Very short-
ly after, the electrical panel 
went out and the Jeep once 
again died, but at least we 
were by the emergency pull-
out lane.

We called our son-in-law 
and he was just 10 minutes 
away, traveling in our direc-
tion on that same highway. 
We sent Gwen home with him 
and got a tow truck to tow us 
back to the Elks. We knew if 
we could get it to the Elks, 
we could tow it home with the 
RV. This was a Friday. We 
knew we would have to leave 

the next day because the 
Elks rent their building out 
to a church for Sunday ser-
vices and we wouldn’t have 
room to hook up the Jeep on 
a Sunday.

So we counted our lucky 
stars that this all happened at 
the end of the trip. We were 
able to safely tow it home. At 
home, Sam charged the bat-

tery and it charged up enough 
to get it to a shop. We thought 
it was just the alternator, so 
maybe $500, but alas, it had 
also blown the electrical pan-
el. But after all was said and 
done, we had a great vaca-
tion with Gwen and made it 
home safely. Isn’t that what it 
is all about anyway?

This book was so much fun 
to read. Someone told me 
about it and about the experi-
ence Matthew had as a Rota-
ry Exchange Student in Aus-
tralia. I knew then that I had 
to read it. That was only one 
of the experiences that took 
him to where he is today in 
his life. Green Lights refers to 

experiences he had that took 
him in different directions in 
his life. 

He wasn’t always an ac-
tor. There were many side 
trips along the way. As I read 
about them I laughed out 
loud and some I read with 
shock and amazement! He 
took trips in a souped-up van 
all over the place, eventually 
bought an Airstream trailer 
and even lived in a trailer 
park for a short time. He once 
took a trip to Africa and lied to 
the natives about what he did 
for a living. He told them that 
he was a writer and a boxer. 
He was in excellent shape at 
the time and very muscular. 
They did not recognize him.  
He was challenged by one of 
the champion wrestlers of the 
village. What a match that 
was! You will have to read 
the book to find out what hap-
pened. 

The many stories about ex-
periences in his life brought 

great insight into the man he 
is today. This book was thor-
oughly enjoyable and if you 
need something fun to read, 
I highly recommend reading 
this one. It is also available in 
an audio-book which is also 
fun to listen to, as McCo-
naughey does his own read-
ing with that great southern 
dialect of his!

“Best Laid Plans” by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

August 2025
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BOOK REVIEW: “GREENLIGHTS” by Matthew McConaughey
reviewed by Leora Summers

2621 S 10th Ave, Caldwell • 208-459-6818

No 
one else has 
your back, 

shoulders and 
legs like us!

Summers’ Jeep being loaded onto the tow truck!
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Did you know that Caldwell 
has been honored as a Just-
Serve City? JustServe believes 
in spreading hope, goodness, 
and unity through the vital role 
of volunteerism. With motivated 
individuals and communities, 
we can build united and harmo-
nious societies.

The JustServe City program, 
in conjunction with the free Just-
Serve volunteer platform, links 
individuals from every walk of 
life with local service projects. 
Through this program, we strive 
to partner with and recognize 
cities for their efforts. Caldwell is 
one of 78 cities in the US with 
this honor. You as volunteers 
highlight the city’s commitment 
to community involvement, 
recognizing valuable service 
organizations, and encourag-
ing citizens to contribute to the 
city’s wellbeing through volun-
teering and civic engagement. 
Well done Caldwell volunteers 
and all those who serve within 
these organizations that help 

our vulnerable citizens! Here 
are two wonderful stories of ser-
vice from our city.

The Safari Squad - In June, 8 
volunteers and a mom & daugh-
ter from Nyssa and girls from 
Caldwell High School, joined 
in helping to set up the Safari 
Squad Early Learning class-
rooms for preschoolers.

Chasity Martin, owner and 
director of Safari Squad Early 
Learning gave a big thank you 
to JustServe for helping to find 
volunteers. ”Thank you so very 
much for enlisting the help for 
Safari Squad! The volunteers 
were able to move items from 
room to room sorting and orga-
nizing it all. From cleaning sup-
plies and the entire art room. 
They did a fabulous job!”

Honoring Heroes - On Me-
morial Day, JustServe volun-
teers came together to honor 
the brave men and women who 
served in the Armed Forces by 
participating in a heartfelt ser-
vice project at two local ceme-

teries — Canyon Hill in Caldwell 
and Greenleaf Cemetery in 
Greenleaf, Idaho.

Volunteers set up Ameri-
can flags at every veteran’s 
gravesite, as well as along the 
pathways leading into each 
cemetery. But the true highlight 
came after Memorial Day, when 
an astounding 80 volunteers ar-
rived to help retrieve the flags. 
Their overwhelming response 
transformed what could have 
been a long and laborious task 
into a smooth and uplifting ex-
perience.

“All of a sudden on Tuesday, a 
whole bunch of people showed 
up to help. It was great!” said 
Scott Ray, co-chairman of the 
Caldwell Veterans Council. 
Their service is a meaningful re-
minder of the freedoms we en-
joy — and the sacrifices made 
to preserve them.

Here are just a few events 
and projects that are happen-
ing right here in our city during 
the month of August. Check out 
JustServe.org for details.

“6th Annual Caldwell Com-
munity Baby Shower” on Au-
gust 7th at the Caldwell Train 
Depot - Help the littlest ones in 
our community. Look for more 
details including online dona-
tions through Amazon.

FREE Caldwell Community 
Clothing Exchange - Donate 
clean, stain free and pre-sorted 
by gender and size used cloth-
ing. Drop off at City Hall Mon-
Thurs July 28th-31st, 8am-5pm. 
Donations are welcome, but not 
required to receive free cloth-
ing on August 2nd from 9am to 

noon at 4509 S Montana Ave.
Volunteer to help at the 9th 

Annual Caldwell Veterans 
Council Clay Shooting Compe-
tition Event - Sept. 13th.

The Caldwell Community 
Fridge - Help to stock this fridge 
with 100-200 “grab & go” sack 
lunches a week! The policy 
at the fridge is: Take what you 
need. Leave what you can. Lo-
cated inside Flying M Coffee in 
Caldwell.

Be a Spanish Interpreter for 

Genesis Community Health 
- Help patients navigate lan-
guage and cultural differences 
both in-person during clinic 
hours and over-the-phone.

Next Month is 9/11 National 
Day of Service - Take back the 
day by turning the anniversary 
of September 11th into a day 
of doing good. LOOK for some 
great ideas on JustServe.org 
and more ideas in next month’s 
Perspective.

We have played three of our 
five free concerts in Memo-
rial Park so far and have had 
amazing audiences and great 
music for all. There are only 
two more summer concerts 
left before we close our sum-
mer season.

On August 4th, concert go-
ers will enjoy some selections 
from Mary Poppins, Annie, 
some fun music from Henry 
Mancini and Glen Miller, some 

marches and some beautiful 
music that celebrates America 
and others.

During our August 18th con-
cert there will be some music 
from “The King and I” musical, 
a little swing music by Benny 
Goodman, and the tune “Sa-
lute to Bob Hope among oth-
ers for all to enjoy. Remember 
Bob Hope? And as always 
some wonderful vocals by 
Jeannie Marie.

All concerts begin at 7:30 
p.m. and are played in Me-
morial Park (619 Irving St., 
Caldwell). There are a lot of 
shady places to sit under the 
trees to listen to the music. 
The concerts are FREE and 
there is music for all to enjoy! 
Be sure to bring your chairs 
and your families and friends. 

Caldwell Honored as a JustServe City by Jamie Wilson

For Memorial Day, volunteers set up flags along cemetery 
pathways and on Veterans’ graves..

Caldwell Centennial Band August Concerts
by Leora Summera  Caldwell Perspective

Community 
Room Open 

Everyday 
We Are Open!

Large Groups
Please 

Schedule With 
Us Ahead of 

Time to Secure 
Your Space.

Magic The 
Gathering 
and D&D 

Every 
Friday, 

Saturday, 
& NOW 
Sunday!

 

!"#$%&$'()$*+,-.,
/0123,114$56
789:;$:<<="<::

A Place for People 
  

Open: Tuesday-Thursday 11 a.m.- 6 p.m., 
Friday  11 a.m.- 9 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m.- 11 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m.- 4 p.m.

Find Your Quest, Lore, 
Epic Stories With Friends!

Jeannie Marie, our esteemed vocalist, 
singing during a past band concert.

We Want Your 
Good News!

899-6374
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Welcome to the middle 
of summer. I wonder why I 
never got this mild of a sum-
mer when I was out working 
in it every day. This is a type 
of summer I enjoy working 
in. Highs not quite a hundred 
and the lows, almost every 
single night, is in the low 60s. 

Someone posted a ques-
tion that I just received, but 
because of the short notice 

and the earlier call for my 
column, I will just briefly give 
my thoughts of what I’ve seen 
over my 40+ years in the 
green industry. Mind you, this 
is just my observation, not 
a conclusive answer to the 
question. I plan to research 
this matter for my next col-
umn in September.

A reader wrote in after they 
noticed my temporary writer’s 
block. Although it was more 
of a very very busy month of 
work on the farm with my main 
job and then my part-time fun 
job, while trying to have some 
fun myself, that I hadn’t given 
any thought to my column. 

The reader asked about 
the loss of some trees on his 
property, a couple of cherry 
trees, a maple and possibly 
soon a plum tree. The reader 
didn’t mention their living cir-
cumstances like country, rural 
small spread out neighbor-

hood or compact city subdi-
vision living. And maybe the 
reader will write in again to 
give more details on approxi-
mate living conditions and 
surrounding areas. 

As someone who main-
tained many subdivisions in 
many differing locations and 
estates like mine, where my 
closet neighbor is about a 
quarter mile away and down-
wind of me, these differing 
scenarios each have their 
own challenges to health and 
well-being of plant life. Also is 
this a newer development or 
a long established one? Or 
an old one that was recently 
encroached on by new devel-
opment? 

Because of the rapid 
growth of this area, things are 
experiencing pressure from 

the speed in which it is hap-
pening. These play a role in 
the spread of diseases and 
pest because most plants are 
grown somewhere else and 
imported. These come with 
non-native soils that could 
have bacteria in the soil that 
may thrive in our heat or the 
fact that we had a very mild 
winter and not the deeper 
cold that could kill a lot of 
soil borne diseases. Also the 
tightness of housing and the 
desire for privacy hedges or 
trees, sound barriers or sim-
ply to add ambiance to your 
backyard can cause other is-
sues. 

I recently had to tell a friend 
who had some nice mature 
trees in his backyard that the 
damage and the poor pruning 
of the trees were unrecover-

able and it would be cheaper 
at this point to take them down 
and start fresh with trees bet-
ter suited for the area. But re-
ally, there are so many trees in 
other’s yards, so why bother? 

Trees, just like roses, need 
adequate spacing for air flow, 
sunshine, root growth and low-
er disease pressures. When 
everything is so tight, noth-
ing grows properly because 
of the lack or competition for 
nutrients and all the other ele-
ments that I mentioned before. 
So if the dear reader will give 
me a little more information on 
their situation as soon as pos-
sible, I could probably give 
them more help. But I will talk 
on soil reconditioning and tree 
management next month.

Until next time Pat.

LOCAL DIRT

SOUTHWEST IDAHO BIRDERS ASSOCIATION

by Pat King

OutdoorsAugust 2025

Surprise Your 
Rodeo Date

Caldwell FloralCaldwell Floral
103 S. Kimball Ave. | Downtown Caldwell

208-459-0051 | www.southsidefloral.com

With A Fresh Bouquet 
of Flowers! 

Proud supporter and flower sponsor of the CNR!

• Pivots
• K-Line
• Wheeline 
     & More!

Interwest 
Supply

20488 Pinto Lane Caldwell, Id 
(208) 453-9155

Connor Demond  (208) 899-6216
Chris Hoagland    (208) 880-4535 
Garth Frederick    (208) 899-0197

When it comes to mid-
summer birds around here, 
the littlest things are the big 
thing! Black-chinned Hum-
mingbirds hit their peak, 
buzzing around backyard 
feeders and flowers. Rufous 
hummers, already com-
ing down from the moun-
tains and needing to fatten 
up for their long trip south, 
get pretty aggressive about 
guarding a favorite feeder. 
Tiny birds most often seen 
in small glimpses may now 
be watched for a whole min-
ute as they move around the 
red salvia trying to sip from 
every single blossom. Other 

favorite fuel stations 
include Agastache, 
bee balm, honey-
suckle and other 
“ h u m m i n g b i r d ” 
vines. 

Much larger birds 
will be spotlighted at 
SIBA’s August meet-
ing as speaker Terry 
Rich discusses “The 
Corvids of Idaho.” 
Calling them “one of 
the most fascinating 
families of birds on 
earth,” he adds, “They are 
intelligent and social and 
are deeply woven into the 
superstitions and folklore of 
countless cultures.” 

He will touch on features 
of the family as a whole and 
then look at the nine species 
that can typically be found in 
Idaho, including the Steller’s 
jay pictured here and other 
jays. Often seen and heard 
locally are Black-billed Mag-
pies, American Crows and 
Common Ravens. 

Terry is known to many for 
his weekly column on birds 
for the Idaho Press. He 
leads field trips, and gives 
programs on birds around 
Boise and beyond. He is an 
Honorary Life-time Member 
of the American Ornithologi-
cal Society. He and his wife, 
three kids, and seven grand-
kids all live in the Boise area. 

Terry has a BS in Wildlife 
Ecology from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison 
and an MS in Zoology from 
Idaho State University. He 
worked for the U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management for 20 
years and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service for 15 years. 
The in-person meeting 

will be at 7 p.m. on August 
14 at the Deer Flat NWR 
Visitor Center. It can also 
be seen by Zoom. For the 
link, go to: sibainfo@gmail.
com. The next field trip, on 
Aug. 23, will be a bit far-
ther afield than usual as the 
group heads for Duck Val-
ley near the Nevada border. 
For more information about 
the trip and for the required 
registration, email trip leader 
Cheryl Huizinga at: bchuiz-
inga@gmail.com. 

The many ponds and 
marshes on the reserva-
tion provide views of many 
wading birds and waterfowl 
including Snowy Egrets as 
well as Great Egrets, Mar-
bled Godwits, White-faced 
Ibis, and various gulls and 
terns. Sage steppe species 
may include Sage Thrashers 
and Greater Sage Grouse. 

This is an all-day trip and 
the area provides no shade, 
so bring sun protection, wa-
ter, lunch, and binoculars/
scopes.

by JC Clancy



James 
Barrett

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Silverhawk
Realty

208-353-3771
jamesbarrett35@gmail.com

Download My App:
http://app.bhhsre.com/BHHSJBARRETT    

Serving YOU 
and your Real 

Estate Dreams!

REAL ESTATE

Outdoors

DINING

We Want Your 
Good News!

899-6374

Dan’s Construction

20 Years Experience

(208) 249-1064

Hometown 
proud!

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

A full service excavating 
company with the 

experience and know-how to 
serve you competently.

CONSTRUCTION - REMODEL

ROOFINGREAL ESTATE

NEWSPAPER

Ron Apple
Owner / Service Tech
ronapple71@yahoo.com

4117 Pintail Ln
Nampa ID, 83686

GOLF IS LIKE BUSINESS.
It requires hard work, 
focus and hiring the 
best coach you can find.

11426 Lone Star Rd.,
Nampa

208-484-3121 ACCOUNTING AND TAX, LLP

CONSTRUCTION

House in Need of Repairs?
Carpentry
Door & Window Installation
Drywall Repair 
Painting 
Sheds
Porches
Decks
Concrete
Landscaping

www.caldwellhandyman.com
for ideas and read testimonials

All Seniors Get 10% O!

35 Years Experience

RCT-35369

Call Larry Farnsworth at 
208-921-6452

se habla español
Chino  208-807-8815

Open
Mon-Sat 

11 am-9 pm 

1124 Cleveland Blvd., Caldwell 

Fully Licensed and Insured

FREE IN-PERSON 
ESTIMATE

WWW.DREAMROOFSIDAHO.COM

Complete Roof Replacement and Repair

Canyon County 
Premier Choice For All 

Your Roofing Needs

Since 1983, Richard Dennis and his team of 
roo¿ng installers and roof repair e[perts haYe Eeen 
taNing Fare of faPilies in the Caldwell, 1aPpa and 
0iddleton areas. 7hey haYe Nept up with the eYer 
Fhanging produFts in the FonstruFtion industry. 
DREAMROOFS offer a Yariety of roof serYiFes that 

Neep your hoPe safe and running effFiently. 

Rated: A+454-0323
FREE IN-PERSON ESTIMATE

Fully Licensed and Insured

Taking care of all your roofing needs:
Tear-offs • New Roofs • Re-Roofs

Shingles, Shakes, Tile, Metal, Flat Roofs
Maintenance Programs and Repairs

RICHARD  A. DENNIS   
GAF Cert

208-454-0323

www.dreamroofsidaho.comwww.dreamroofsidaho.com

Business Directory 
ACCOUNTING & TAXES AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

1x2.5 for $23 or 2x3 for $46 per month  
(No commitment required!) 

Late summer usually 
makes fishing tougher. 
Sometimes in late summer, 
events can unfold that will 

put a smile on any angler’s 
face. In the late eighties, fish-
ing in Owyhee Reservoir, 
the bite was sensational, all 
due to the robust explosion 
of red-legged grasshoppers. 
Red-legs are not great flyers, 
only making 30 to 40 feet on 
a good day. As poor as they 
are at flying, they are even 
less proficient at swimming, 
and many found themselves 
swimming for their very lives. 

When a surplus food supply 
presents itself, predators are 
not far behind, in this case, 
mostly largemouth bass. Our 
spinner baits blurping across 
the surface, brought strike af-
ter strike, a most memorable 

day on Owyhee Reservoir.  
Carp also got in on the ban-

quet, slurping behind hapless 
red-legs and eventually suck-
ing them in. Unfortunately, 
there was nary a fly rod in the 
boat. Hooking a carp on a fly 
rod would surely have been 
a hoot. Carp are considered 
non-game species, but any-
one that’s hooked one can 
attest to their fighting ability. 

Another similar event took 
place on the South Fork of 
the Boise in the early 1990s. 
Rick Wakefield and I were 
casting blue-winged olives 
(a small mayfly) when the 
breeze picked up. Large ter-
restrials were being forced 

down into the river so we 
switched from casting #16s 
and #18s to #10 and #12 
hopper patterns. Our for-
tunes changed.  

I fished C.J. Strike mid-July 
with Bill Graves. We thought 
we might catch a few crap-
pies or maybe a perch or 
two, but not one perch or 
crappie. However we did 
catch some nice smallmouth 
bass. Bill was using a baby 
brush Hawg rigged wacky 
on a drop shot. I was rigged 
Carolina with same brush 
Hawg fishing in about 20 feet 
of water. Bill did better with 
the drop shot rig. 

Later in July, I fished An-

derson Ranch, good for Ko-
kanee, pulling gold blades 
and a green Kokabow spin-
ner tipped with Berkely mag-
gots. 

The upper end of Brown-
lee has a huge algae bloom. 
Owyhee fishing is good for 
bass and small crappie. Oh, 
and C. J. Strike has no length 
limit on bass, one over 16 
inches. 

Archery hunting for  ante-
lope opens this month. Doves 
and forest grouse are on the 
horizon. Scouting always 
leads to a more productive 
hunt. Get out there summer 
soon to make a memory.

Canyon County Develop-
ment Services Department 
(DSD) is requesting the pub-
lic’s feedback on administra-
tive land division. As of right 
now, administrative land di-
visions in Canyon County 
are reviewed by county staff 
and do not require a public 
hearing, unlike subdivisions, 
which typically undergo a 
more formal public review 
process. In the Agricultural 
(“A”) Zone, specific require-
ments apply when dividing 
land. Each newly created 
parcel must be at least one 

acre in size. A property may 
be divided into up to four 
residential parcels from the 
original tract (depending on 
the size of the parcel). How-
ever, properties smaller than 
120 acres may be limited to 
fewer divisions. In certain 
cases—such as when the 
land is not viable for agricul-
ture or when building permits 
are being transferred from 
another property—smaller 
parcels may still qualify for 
further divisions. 

“We are hoping to update 
the ordinance to make to 

make them clearer and more 
effective for our community,” 
says Jay Gibbons, Canyon 
County Development Ser-
vices Director. “We want to 
hear from you—landowners, 
farmers, developers, and 
residents—about how these 
regulations impact you and 
whether improvements are 
needed.” 

This survey gives you 
a chance to share your 
thoughts on how land divi-
sions are managed in the 
Agricultural (“A”) and other 
zones. Your feedback will 

help shape future updates 
to Canyon County’s land di-
vision policies. 

We appreciate your time 
and input. Your responses 
will help us strike a balance 
between growth, property 
rights, agricultural preserva-
tion, and community needs. 
The survey should take 
about 10 minutes to com-
plete. 

Note, DSD will also be 
hosting a Public Open 
House on Thursday, August 
14, 2025, at the Canyon 
County Administration Build-

ing (111 N. 11th Ave.) from 
4-6:30 pm! 

Link to survey: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
canyoncountylanddivision 

Link to Information Web-
site: https://www.canyon-
county.id.gov/electedof-
f i c ia ls /commiss ioners /
development-services/land-
divisions/ ### 

For more information, 
please contact Aaron Wil-
liams at (208) 614-5011 or 
email zoninginfo@canyon-
county.id.gov

Dave’s Big Backyard

Canyon County Public Survey on Land Divisions

by Dave McCormick
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