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Caldwell Fine Arts Children’s Theatre Focuses on Fun!

The lights lower, the crowd 
quiets, and 120 youngsters 
stream onto the stage and down 
the aisles of the Caldwell High 
School Auditorium to perform the 
opening song of “The Flower of 
Sunnymount Crest,” this year’s 
Caldwell Fine Arts Children’s 
Theatre production. 

During the play, sisters Kalle 
and Halle (Avery Belnap and 
Delaney Settle) journey up a 
mountain to find a magical flower 
they hope will bring harmony to 
their argumentative family. Aided 
on their way by 13 tomtes (help-
er gnomes), the sisters encoun-
ter a no-nonsense witch (Emma 
Bermudez) and her entourage of 
animals (about 30 cute little arc-
tic foxes, beavers, and bears); 
18 wealthy video game-playing, 
pizza-eating trolls; 18 shallow, 
Tom-Holland obsessed fair-
ies; and a cranky giant (Gray-
son Dudley) with a 27-year-old 
toothache. Each encounter has 
a new set design, a song com-
plete with choreography, and a 
positive message. 

The play is one of four that 
was written specifically for the 
Caldwell Fine Arts Children’s 
Theatre by Caldwell writer 
and musician, Alison Benson 
Moulton. She writes these plays 
so that every kid who auditions 
will get a chance to experience 

the excitement of being on 
stage. This year’s story encour-
ages us all to help our neighbor 
when they are in need and at the 
same time includes plenty of hu-
mor. 

The audience (made up of 
mostly parents of the young ac-
tors) had a great time. Emma 
Bermudez as the witch was es-
pecially at home on stage. Af-
ter coughing during one of her 
lines, she looked at the audience 
and said “witch cough, it’s going 
around,” and the crowd loved it. 

The songs were written by 
Moulton and her sister in collabo-
ration with other songwriters and 
musicians. The standout song 
was the sweet Winter Lullabye, 
led by the beautiful voices of Av-
ery Belnap and Delaney Settle 
as they sang their adorable ani-
mal companions to sleep. 

Mind bogglingly, this perfor-
mance, which included 10-doz-
en school-age kids in costume, 
multiple sets, songs, dances, 
and memorized lines was re-
hearsed, and performed in only 
six days. This astonishing feat 
was led by directors Jessica and 
Mike Nelson of Caldwell.

Jessica Nelson has her BA in 
theater and her MA in education 
and is an instructional coach at 
Wilson Elementary in Caldwell. 
Mike Nelson is an Animation 

Studio Teacher in the Wilder 
School District where his class 
was honored in 2023 by the Los 
Angeles-based Wonder Media 
as the best student-run anima-
tion studio in the nation. For the 
last five years Jessica and Mike 
have worked with Caldwell Fine 
Arts to mount a musical stage 
production with an all-kid cast 
and crew. 

Mike explains that though 
casting, rehearsals, and produc-
tion happen fast, a lot of ground-
work is done to prepare for this 
very hectic week. For example, 
the songs and choreography 
are pre-recorded and available 
on tablets so volunteer parents 
can hit the ground running once 
rehearsals start. Mike and Jes-
sica say that managing 120 kids 
would be impossible without the 
help of the volunteer parents, 
many of whom have been with 
them for years now and so un-
derstand what needs done. 

The most important part of the 
week for Mike and Jessica is that 
the kids are having fun. Mike 
says “It’s about the experience, 
not just the stage time. Even if 
they don’t have a lead role, they 
have fun, on and off stage, and 
that’s the point. Every kid should 
get a chance to get passionate 
about the theater.” Mike also 
notes that they are a “farm team 

for the Caldwell High School the-
ater department” explaining that 
one of their leads from last year’s 
play will be Alice in the Caldwell 
High School production of Alice 
in Wonderland this year. They 
feel good that they are helping 
kids get experience and time on 
stage before moving on to big-
ger productions.

Beca Bermudez of Caldwell, 
a parent of two kids in the play, 
says they have participated in 
the play for three years, because 
“the kids love it” and even the 
“auditions are fun and amazing.” 
She says she loves the com-
munity and loves that the play is 
produced by Caldwell Fine Arts, 
a group she wants her kids to 
be involved with. The fact that 
the play is well organized and 
all done and over in one week, 
makes it easier for her family 
to participate than if rehearsals 
were more drawn out, “so many 
other things are pulling on kids’ 
schedules.” 

If you know school-aged kids 
who want to participate in next 
year’s Caldwell Fine Arts Chil-
dren’s Theatre production, you 
can get updates by signing up 
for the Caldwell Fine Arts news-
letter at caldwellfinearts.org, or 
follow their social media pages.

Emma Bermudez (the witch), Benjamin Hayward (the magician), Grayson Dudley (the giant), 
Avery Blenap and Delaney Settle (the sisters),Caleb Dickson, Abigail Christensen, 

and Gracie Seashore (lead tomtes)

ph
ot

os
 b

y 
K

im
 H
as
en
oe
hr
l

MENTORING NETWORK HONORED

Pg. 4

C OF I MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM

WINS CCC CHAMPIONSHIP

Pg. 6

CHS BASKETBALL SEASON WRAPUP

Pg. 8

ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

NOW AVAILABLE

Pg. 10

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Two sisters and their argumentative family.

The artic foxes

The trolls

The fairies
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Page 2 CALDWELL PERSPECTIVE March 2025

March 6
9 AM: Government Career Fair, 

Idaho Department of Labor 

Caldwell Office, 4514 Thomas 
Jefferson St, Caldwell, ID, 83605
Looking for a rewarding career 
in public service? Join us at the 
Caldwell Idaho Department of 

Labor for a Government Career 

Fair where you can explore 
exciting careers! Connect 
with local, state, and federal 
agencies offering excellent job 
opportunities. Bring your resume 
and meet recruiters ready to hire!

March 12
Savor the Flavors of Caldwell 
Culinary Week March 12-22– 
Indulge in a week-and-a-half 
long celebration of local flavors 
as downtown Caldwell’s best 
eateries showcase uniquely 
crafted food and beverage 
offerings, priced from $5 to $50. 
Whether you’re a foodie or just 
looking for something delicious, 
there’s something for everyone! 
Take a culinary journey through 
downtown, sampling exquisite 
creations from your favorite 
spots and discovering new ones 
along the way. Don’t miss this 
chance to experience the flavors 
that are putting Caldwell on the 

map! Indian Creek Plaza. For 
more information visit www.
indiancreekplaza.com
creations from your favorite 
spots and discovering new ones 
along the way. Don’t miss this 
chance to experience the flavors 
that are putting Caldwell on the 

map! Indian Creek Plaza. For 
more information visit www.
indiancreekplaza.com
5:30 PM: 74th Annual Quaker 
Village Auction, Food Booths, 
GFA Spirit Booth, Live Auction 
Preview, Silent Auction;  6:30 
PM - Welcome, LIVE AUCTION, 
7 PM - Kid Vid Time, Greenleaf 
Friends Academy, 20565 
Academy Rd, Greenleaf.

March 15
7:30-9:30 AM: Pancake 
Breakfast, Live Action Preview, 
9 AM - GFA Spirit Booth, 
Silent Auction, 10 AM - LIVE 
AUCTION, 11 AM - KIDS 
ENTERTAINMENT, Food 
Booths, Greenleaf Friends 
Academy, 20565 Academy Rd, 
Greenleaf.

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day

6:30 PM: City Council Meeting, 
City Hall Council Chambers, 205 
S 6th Ave, Caldwell, ID, 83605
Join the City Council Meeting 
to discuss important community 
issues and city policies. This is 
a great opportunity for residents 
to stay informed and participate 
in local governance. Community 

input is encouraged to help 
shape the future of Caldwell.
creations from your favorite 
spots and discovering new ones 
along the way. Don’t miss this 
chance to experience the flavors 
that are putting Caldwell on the 

map! Indian Creek Plaza. For 
more information visit www.
indiancreekplaza.com

March 20

March 22
Final Day of the: 
Savor the Flavors of Caldwell 
Culinary Week – March 12 
Indulge in a week-and-a-half 
long celebration of local flavors 
as downtown Caldwell’s best 
eateries showcase uniquely 
crafted food and beverage 
offerings, priced from $5 to $50. 
Whether you’re a foodie or just 
looking for something delicious, 
there’s something for everyone! 
Take a culinary journey through 
downtown, sampling exquisite 
creations from your favorite 
spots and discovering new ones 
along the way. Don’t miss this 
chance to experience the flavors 
that are putting Caldwell on the 

map! Indian Creek Plaza. For 
more information visit www.
indiancreekplaza.com

March 2025 To promote your March event on this page contact Chantele Hensel 208-899-6374 
or email advertising@caldwellperspective.com

16473 Chicken Dinner Rd., Caldwell • 208-455-7975
www.hustonvineyards.com • www.facebook.com/hustonvineyards

uston Vineyards
Open Daily

Monday-Sunday
           12 p.m.  to  5 p.m.
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A Historic Moment for Canyon County Elections
On Monday, February 10th, 

Canyon County celebrated the 
Grand Opening of its brand-
new Elections Building at 
5801-B Graye Lane, Caldwell! 

This 16,500 sq. ft. facility, 
three times the size of the one 
it is replacing, is designed to 
enhance early voting, stream-
line ballot processing, and 
strengthen election security—
ensuring a smooth and se-
cure voting experience for our 
growing community. Guests 
had the opportunity to tour the 
new space and see firsthand 
how it improves voter acces-

sibility and election integrity. 
This $3.6M project, funded by 
federal ARPA dollars, is a ma-
jor investment in the future of 
elections in Canyon County. 

Canyon County Clerk Rick 
Hogaboam said, “This new 
facility will serve as a hub for 
countless field trips where our 

children and students in our 
community can learn a valu-
able civics lesson about elec-
tions administration.”

This new building will be 
used for this May’s elections. 
The old elections building will 
be repurposed as a misde-
meanor probation office. 

Submitted articl

Caldwell firefighters will join 
members of over 250 fire de-
partments from Los Angeles to 
the San Juan Islands on March 
9th in Seattle, Washington for 
the 34th Annual Scott Firefight-
er Stair Climb. The event is a 
fundraiser for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society, a non-
profit health organization that 
is dedicated to funding blood 
cancer research and providing 
education and patient services. 

Seven Caldwell firefighters 

will participate in the climb: 
Dave Evarts, Dan Garcia, 
Justin Hughes, Sergey Linnik, 
Josh Maggard, Jose Martinez, 
and Matthew Potter. During 
the event firefighters will climb 
to the top of Seattle’s tallest 
building, the Columbia Center, 
which is 69 stories tall and over 
1300 steps. And just in case 
the climb isn’t hard enough 
they will be in their gear, com-
plete with oxygen tanks and 
helmets.

Firefighters have been rais-
ing money for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society for 
the last couple of months. 
Some fundraising activities 
have included climbing on a 
stair climb machine in front of 
Albertsons and at Dutch Bros. 
They had an initial fundraising 
goal of $5000, but surpassed 
that goal and have bumped it 
up to $7500. You can help the 

Caldwell Firefighters meet their 
fundraising goal by donating 
at: https://events.lls.org/pages/
wa/firefighterstairclimb25/
CaldwellFireDepartment.

L to R: Rick Britton, Maintenance and Facilities Director; 
Jess Urresti, Chief Deputy of the Clerk and Director of Court 

Operations; Rick Hogaboam, Canyon County Clerk; Board of 
County Commissioners -- Brad Holton, Leslie Van Beek, Zach 

Brooks; Haley Hicks, Election’s Office Manager; and Greg Rast, 
Canyon County Chief Operating Officer

With the help of community volunteers, this service has been made possible 
for over 88 years. If you would like to lend your talents to the e!orts of 

keeping this service going, please share your contact information with us at 
LizardButteSunrise.com

HE IS RISEN!HE IS RISEN!
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the 
Son of Man will be ful"lled. He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. 
#ey will mock Him and kill Him. On the third day He will rise 
again.”    Luke 18: 31-34 

Easter Sunrise Service On Lizard Butte
Sunday, April 20th, 7 a.m.

Parking gates open at 5 a.m.Plan to get there early and be parked around 
6:30 a.m. giving yourself plenty of time to 

hike up the butte. You won’t want to miss the 
beautiful sunrise! Dress warmly, wear ap-

propriate shoes and bring blankets. For more 
information or to make a donation, visit 

LizardButteSunrise.com

Boise Valley Monument Company

“A Lifetime of Memories...A Single Act of Love”

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1963”

1115 N. Illinois Avenue, Caldwell, Idaho a 208-454-9532

Large Display & Selection, Custom Artwork & Design, Monument 
Cleaning, Monument Restoration, Signs, Rock Lettering

www.boisevalleymonument.com

Caldwell Firefighters Will Climb to Support Cancer Research
by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective



Page 4 CALDWELL PERSPECTIVE March 2025

Under the mayor’s new ini-
tiative, the “Season of Caring” 
was kicked off on February 6th 
and ran through February 20th. 

During this time Mayor Wagon-
er celebrated the proclamation 
of National Mentoring Month 
and honored Donna Shines, 

Marci Silva and their organiza-
tion, The Mentoring Network. 

For 26 years The Mentoring 
Network has served children 
with school-based mentoring 
in Caldwell, Nampa, Parma, 
Homedale and Vallivue. Chil-
dren, whom their teachers feel 
can benefit from some addi-
tional one-to-one attention are 
referred to this program. Men-
tors are then matched with a 
student and work with school 
staff to provide one-on-one 
guidance and support as stu-
dents pursue personal, family, 
and academic dreams.

After a screening process 
which includes a background 
check, mentors are matched 
up with their students. They 
meet with their “mentees” for 
about one hour each week in 
a supervised school setting on 
the school grounds to foster the 
development of academic and 
social skills.  

Training and on-going sup-
port for mentors is provided by 
the program staff.

Attendance, grades, and be-
haviors improve when children 
know that someone cares to 
show up and be their friend. 
Many times, lifelong friendships 
develop. What a wonderful pro-
gram to improve the lives of 
children and their families!

The City of Caldwell honored 
the organization with this quote, 
“The Mentoring Network has 
been shaping lives for many 

years for so many people. 
What a beautiful thing than 
to have a safe, positive, and 
trusted adult walk along side a 
student through the good, bad, 
and ugly times of life. We were 
not meant to do life alone and 
the Mentoring Network ensures 
children have a chance to have 
someone in their corner cheer-
ing for them!”

If you are interested in joining 
the mentoring team, you can 
apply online at: 
https://mentoringnetworkid.org 
anytime. 
    Once your application is re-
ceived, they will schedule a 
short “Get to Know You” ZOOM 
session where they will share 
“next steps” in the process to 
becoming a mentor.

Caldwell Honors the Mentoring Network by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

Our Community

Community Members Protest Hotel Development

On Saturday, February 
22nd, about 150 commu-
nity members protested the 
development of a new hotel 
at 21st and Stock Trail. The 
hotel development was ap-
proved by the City Council in 
a 4-2 vote on February 3rd. 

Protesters expressed a 
number of concerns about 
the hotel project. Most of the 
protesters agreed that a new 
hotel in Caldwell is a good 
idea, but not in that location. 
Some explained that building 
a hotel on that lot will isolate 
the fair building away from 
any parking lots, making it 

far more difficult to bring ani-
mals into the fairgrounds. Oth-
ers were concerned that the 
lease price is too low for such a 
valuable piece of land ($5000/
year for a 3+acre lot). Others 
explained that the traffic was 
already bad in that location and 
adding a hotel there will only 
make things worse. Other pro-
testers were concerned with 
the process of the approval, 
feeling that the project has 
been put together hastily and 
without regard for how the citi-
zens would like to see their city 
grow and develop.

Protest leaders explained 

that even though the hotel de-
velopment has been approved 
by the City Council, they are 
still hoping to have an impact 
on the project. They are hoping 
this protest and other actions 
will make it clear to the devel-
oper and the hotel chain that 
the community does not want 
a hotel in this location and they 
will opt to pull out of the deal. 

City representatives have 
previously argued that the hotel 
will bring jobs to the area and 
will result in a net financial and 
community benefit. Construc-
tion on the hotel is scheduled 
to start later this year. 

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Bryan Kida (City of Caldwell & MN mentor), Marci Silva 
(Executive Director of The MN), Joanna Bartrop (City of Caldwell 

& MN mentor), Donna Shines (CEO of The MN), Mayor Jarom 
Wagoner, Char Jackson (City of Caldwell & MN mentor) and  

Kaylynn Carreira (City of Caldwell) with the mayor’s proclamation 
of National Mentoring Month.

Caldwell Floral
103 S. Kimball Ave. | Downtown Caldwell
208-459-0051 | www.southsidefloral.com

St. Patrick’s Day is 
Monday, March 17th

SEND FLOWERS TO 
YOUR LUCKY CHARM

Kyle Collins, DMD 301 E. Ash St. •  454-1222
info@collinsdmd.com

We give you a 
reason to...

visit us at 
collinsdmd.com
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Protestors waving signs at passers by The hotel project location (21st and Stock Trail)

is a locally owned and 
operated monthly community 

newspaper published by 
ML Hensel Publishing, LLC. 

Circulation is 14,500, 
the BEST vehicle to deliver 
your message in Caldwell!

If you would like information 
about advertising or have a 

great story or event to share? 

I would love to hear from you.
Information can be found at 

www.caldwellperspective.com

Chantele Hensel
208-899-6374

Publisher/Advertising
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Alyssa Mendoza 
was selected along 
with 5 other USA 
female boxers to 
be on Team USA’s 
Women’s Elite ros-
ter for 2025, fol-
lowing the United 
States Olympic and 
Paralympic Train-
ing Center in Colo-
rado Springs, CO. 
These ladies went 
through a detailed 
set of selection 
camp procedures 
and were selected 
to the USA Boxing 
Women’s Elite High 
Performance team 
to represent Team USA in vari-
ous Boxing Cup Events in 2025 
beginning in Brazil between 
March 31 to April 5. Then be-
tween September 4-14, the 
2025 World Boxing Elite World 
Championships will be hosted 
in Liverpool, England.

Alyssa joins her teammates, 
Jennifer Lozano (Laredo, 
Texas), Yoseline Perez (Hous-

ton, Texas), Jajaira Gonzalez 
(Glendora, California), Morelle 
McCane (Cleveland, Ohio), 
and Isabella Winkler (Seattle, 
Washington), in this new chal-
lenge to represent the USA. 
Each of these women held 
national titles in their weight 
classes in the 2024 USA Box-
ing National Championships in 
Richmond Virginia.

The Caldwell Public Library 
recently hosted the Crazy 
Love Duo as part of the In-
quiring Idaho program of the 
Idaho Humanities Council. 
Twin Falls musician Heather 
Platts started the show by 
looking at her partner Bruce 
Michael Miller and saying, 
“We are going to rock this li-
brary… are you ready?”  

The duo then played and 
sang their Idaho Originals, 
songs they call a musical 
travelogue of the stories, 
places, and people of Idaho. 
The songs are emotional, 
modern folk rock (more rock 
than folk) and are inspired by 
personal stories of the duo’s 
travels around our great 
state. The wonder of Idaho 
comes through in their songs 
that make the listener want 
to go visit Idaho’s out-of-the-
way places and get to know 
more about Idaho’s past and 

present. 
“Church”  is the duo’s song 

about Idaho’s Frank Church-
River of No Return Wilderness 
area, which at over 2.3 million 
acres makes up the country’s 
largest contiguous wilderness 
outside of Alaska. In the song 
they suggest Church is a fitting 
name for the area, referring to 
its beauty and vast openness 
as “heaven on earth” and its 
“crystal water, pristine mead-
ows, cool mountain air, and 
Sawtooths rising like a prayer” 
as a sanctuary.

Crazy Love’s Idaho Origi-
nals don’t only deal with big 
stories and big places, some 
divulge tales of local Idaho. 
Their song “The White Horse 
of Black Daisy Canyon”  tells 
a little-known story of a horse 
that walked away from a 
group of Washington hunters 
camping northwest of Mackay, 
Idaho in 1997. The hunters 
were not able to capture the 
horse before heading home 
and the horse has roamed 
free ever since, being sighted 
as recently as last spring. The 

horse has become a local liv-
ing legend in Mackay and the 
surrounding area where locals 
leave the horse alone to his 
freedom and self-sufficient 
solitude. The song is a dreamy 
ode to the horse that “made 
his escape and captured our 
hearts” now “free of ropes, 
spurs and reins.”

Each of the songs on their 
Idaho Originals album comes 
with the story of the song’s in-
spiration as well as art created 
by Idaho artists that are show-
cased in a 50-page book. 
Kayla Cuellar, a local Caldwell 
artist, contributed a beautiful 
watercolor of the White Horse 
of Black Daisy Canyon that 
is featured on screen during 
their show and in their book. 

To learn more about the Cra-
zy Love Duo visit their website 
at: CrazyLoveDuo.com. 

To learn more about Kayla 
Cuellar visit her website at: 
KaylaCuellarArt.com.

I read an article recently on 
“situational awareness” that 
resonated deeply with our Task 
Force work on Youth Internet 
Safety.  Situational awareness 
is described as being tuned into 
your surroundings so that you 
know how to recognize a threat 
and when to act on it. The con-
cept of assigning levels of alert-
ness materialized out of WWII-
era combat. 

There are five different color-
coded levels of awareness. 
• Code White is being complete-
ly relaxed and unaware, found 
only in the safety of one’s own 
home. 
• Code Yellow is relaxed but 
aware of situational surround-
ings such as sitting in a restau-
rant. 
• Code Orange is a heightened 
sense of alertness to a potential 
threat that may require action, 
perhaps while standing in an 
angry crowd. 
• Code Red is when a threat 
has been confirmed, requiring 
action as in a house fire. Finally, 
Code Black is panic, when un-
able to physically or mentally 
carry out a response to avoid 
the threat.

Now, superimpose these col-
or-coded levels of awareness 
onto the World-Wide-Web. 
When youth pass through that 
portal from the dimension of the 
physical world into the dimen-
sion of the virtual world - the 
Internet, they immediately place 
themselves, at the very mini-
mum, into a Code Orange situa-
tion even though they are in the 
safety of their own homes with 

doors locked, resting privately in 
their own bedrooms with parents 
in another room, falsely believ-
ing they are immersed in Code 
White. Youth who are then lured 
into a private chat room enter 
a Code Red situation where 
the more than 750,000 sexual 
predators-in-disguise can begin 
to groom and ultimately extract 
nude photos from these naive 
minors. Once that first nude is 
sent those youth have entered 
a Code Black situation. But this 

scenario is avoidable.
Parents can begin to teach 

this basic skill of internet situ-
ational awareness to children 
at home. An excellent source 
of information can be found on 
the Idaho developed website 
called, “Fortify Your Kids.” The 
short sound bites of information 
can be easily absorbed in five 
minutes or less. Begin this edu-
cation today at: fortifyyourkids.
com, Username & Password: 
CanyonCounty.  

Caldwell Boxer Alyssa Mendoza selected to 
Team USA’s Women’s Elite Roster for 2025

by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

Internet Situational Awareness

March 2025

Dedicated since 1911 to providing families 
quality care during their time of need. 

We are here to help you honor the cherished 
memory of your loved one.

• Pre-Planning Arrangements 
• Traditional Funeral Services
• Cremation Services
• Community Center

Please call us to 

discuss your needs 

with a knowledgeable 

and compassionate 

funeral director.

504 S. Kimball Avenue, Caldwell
208-459-3629

www.dakanfuneralchapel.com

Alan C. Kerrick
Since 1981

Chantele L. Hensel
Since 2014

Nicole R. Taylor
Since 2022

John M. Noorda
Since 2017

YORKIE PUPPIES!
2 Akc Reg Male & female Yorkie 

puppies free to a good home if 

interested contact :

danamorgan189@gmail.com

Alyssa Mendoza during her “Welcome 
Home”  parade last year after competing in 

the Paris Olympics on Team USA.

by Deborah Kraft - Canyon County Anti-Trafficking Task Force
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Crazy Love Duo, Heather Platts 
and Bruce Michael Miller 

Crazy Love Duo sings Idaho Originals 
at the Caldwell Public Library 

Crazy Love Duo and 
Caldwell artist Kayla 

Cuellar 

Crazy Love Duo sings Idaho Originals
Our Community

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective
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College of Idaho Basketball and Men win CCC Conference by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

This past February, our 
women’s basketball team 
caught fire and qualified to 
be in the Cascade Colle-
giate Conference! They fin-
ished with a 17-12 overall 
season with a  remarkable 
6 game winning-streak be-
fore going on the Cascade 
Conference to win their 
game against Eastern Or-
egon University on Feb. 

26th with a 60-53 score. 
But then on March 1st, they 
lost in their CCC game to 
the No. 2-ranked undefeat-
ed (30-0) and No. 1 seed in 
the NAIA Southern Oregon 
Raiders with a 66-46 score. 
They are to be congratulat-
ed for hanging in there and 
stepping up to the chal-
lenge.

YAY! The men came out 

on top and won the CCC 
Championship. They had 
a 29-2 overall season and 
are the #1 seed for the 
NAIA tournament. 

The semi-final game 
against Southern Oregon 
University was almost too 
exciting for me. The point 
spread was always a little 
too close for comfort, but 
in the end, we prevailed! 

Then the championship 
game against Lewis-Clark 
State College was a win 
with a score of 86-69. Most 
of the time there was only a 
10 point spread and in the 
final five or so minutes, the 
threat seemed to dissipate 
with a 20 point spread or 
more. There was a sign of 
relief!

 The first two NAIA games 

will be at the College of Ida-
ho on March 14 and 15th 
with the final  champion-
ship games to be in Kan-
sas City, Missouri between 
March 20-25th. For more 
information you can follow 
the progress and schedule 
at: yoteathletics.com 

The Assistance League 
of Boise, Canyon County 
Branch, is now accepting 
donations of new or gen-
tly used male and female 
formal wear shoes for their 
upcoming event, The Prin-
cess Project. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at Caldwell 
City Hall (205 South 6th 
Ave, Caldwell) M-F 8 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. until March 14. 
Watch our Facebook page 
(City of Caldwell) for more 
details on the event. 

The Princess Proj-
ect will have an event at 
O’Connor Field House on 
March 19th for all Can-
yon County High School 
students, making gently 
used or new  formal wear 
for guys and gals available 
for a very nominal fee. 
Students must show their 
student ID to participate. 
This gives an opportunity 
to those who may not have 
considered going to prom 
or a formal event due to 
the cost of the dress, tux 
or shoes.

Yote #22 Drew Wyman sinking a basket at 
CCC Championship game!

Championship Winning ScoreboardYotes with their Cascade Collegiate Conference Championship banner.
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On February 21st during our men’s 
halftime basketball game, the basket-
ball stadium at the J.A. Albertsons Ac-
tivities Center was renamed the “Elgin 
Baylor Arena,” honoring a most amaz-
ing basketball player of all times and 
pivotal figure in civil rights.

Elgin Baylor attended the C of I in 
1954 and played on the basketball 
team along with five other black stu-
dents. During that time, no other col-
lege had integrated athletics, so this 
was a groundbreaking move in the 
history of college athletics, opening the 
door providing opportunities for play-
ers of all backgrounds. 

This was the first time Baylor had 
experienced an integrated community, 
living in the dorm, going to classes and 
eating together with his white class-
mates. He was even invited to com-
munity members’ homes for dinner. 
He felt “included” in Caldwell, rather 
than how he had felt excluded in seg-
regated Washington, D.C. Being here 
was a great start for a fantastic run in 
basketball for him and the integration 
of college sports.

Baylor made history as the first 
black player to be a first overall pick 
in the NBA draft. He was also the first 
NBA player to score 70 points in a 

game. He held the record for the most 
points in an NBA Finals game for over 
40 years, and became one of the first 
Black NBA coaches and general man-
agers.

What a great way to honor the in-
volvement our College of Idaho had in 
the making of history with this amaz-
ing basketball player. And what a great 
feather in our College of Idaho’s cap 
to have played such an important role 
in the integration of college sports. It 
is only fitting to honor Elgin Baylor in 
the renaming of our basketball arena 
after him. 

The Caldwell High School 
Cheer Team had a great sea-
son once again, winning the 5A 
district competition to become 
back-to-back district champi-
ons. Cheer teams perform three 
different routines during compe-
tition, a 1-minute Pom Routine 
to music, a 1-minute Sideline 
Routine that engages the audi-
ence and includes some tum-

bling, and a 2.5 
minute Show Rou-
tine that includes 
partner stunts, pyr-
amids, and tosses. 

This year seven 
teams competed 
at the 5A district 
competition: Bish-
op Kelly, Caldwell, 
Columbia, Em-

mett, Middleton, 
Skyview, and Val-

livue. Caldwell took 1st place in 
the Pom and the Show Routines 
and 2nd place in the Sideline 
Routine. After the scores were 
tallied, they were named the 
overall district champions and 
advanced to the state compe-
tition. Emmett placed second, 
also earning a trip to state.

The State competition was 

held on February 28th at the 
Ford Idaho Center in Nampa. 
Caldwell took 4th place in their 
Show routine and placed 6th 
out of 16 teams overall. 

This year the team says 
goodbye to seven seniors: 
Omar Gamino, Samantha Go-
dina, Sara McLaughlin, Trenton 
Snodgrass, Aaliyah Montiel, 
Neidy Ramirez, and Gilberto 
Gil. Congratulations to these 
graduating seniors. 

These remaining team mem-
bers will see if their hard work 
can win them a third district 
championship in a row: Vale-
ria Cardoza, Marisol Anguiano, 
Justin Frederickson, Viviana 
Darrington, Navaeh Domin-
guez, Kasen Obregon, Elyaz 
Mendoza, Yaslin Marroquin, 
Peyton Moss, Logan Ortiz, 

Aunika Vasquez, Taliah 
Walker, Breyner Garcia, Martin 
Leon-Cortez, Mayra Gutierrez, 
Xavier Miranda, and Ysabella 

Valencia. 
Congratulations to all of the 

CHS cheer team athletes and 
coaches. 

On April 4th at 7pm the Whit-
tenberger Planetarium on the C of 
I campus will be hosting a show 
about the 100th year of planetar-
ium projectors. The show will be 
a fun historical look at planetari-
ums over the last century. Learn 
more at: www.collegeofidaho.
edu/about/campus-facilities/plan-
etarium/planetarium-schedule.

C of I Renames Basketball Arena the “Elgin Baylor Arena!” by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective
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Victorious CHS Cheer team

The projector at the C of I Planetarium

CHS Cheerleaders are Back-to-Back District Champs by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Enjoy Lasting Improvement With 

Expert Home Painting
Protect and enhance your home or business with our 
professional interior and exterior painting services. 

Proudly serving our community since 1977!

FREE ESTIMATES | Licensed & Insured

(208) 353-1970
RBW Painting

A+ BBB Rating!

We have painted 3365 exteriors
and 956 interior re-paints!

$80 per couple • Reservations suggested 

2805 Blaine St., Caldwell

St. Patrick’s Day
March 17th

Corned Beef & Cabbage Green Beer  served all day!

You don’t have to be Irish to enjoy this meal!

208-459-3308

Feed your

Irish Soul

Go Yotes!
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Planetarium Projectors turn 100 by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Our Community
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Caldwell Basketball Season Wrap-Up
Our Community

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

Another study shows a link 
between hearing loss and one 
of the fastest-growing forms 
of Dementia, Parkinson’s Dis-
ease.

Study Links Hearing Loss 
to Parkinson’s Disease: New 
Findings from OHSU and VA 
Portland Health Care System

A recent study led by Dr. 
Lee Neilson of Oregon Health 

& Science University (OHSU) 
has revealed a potential con-
nection between hearing loss 
and the development of Par-
kinson’s disease (PD). Pub-
lished in JAMA Neurology, the 
study explores how hearing 
loss might contribute to the 
risk of Parkinson’s, particularly 
in veterans.

Parkinson’s disease affects 

more than one million Ameri-
cans, with veterans being 
disproportionately impacted. 
The collaborative research, 
conducted by the VA Port-
land Health Care System and 
OHSU, utilized the extensive 
medical records of U.S. vet-
erans to analyze the link be-
tween hearing loss and PD. 
The study examined 7.3 mil-

lion veterans who had audio-
grams between January 1999 
and December 2022, uncover-
ing significant findings.

The results indicated that 
veterans with hearing loss had 
a much higher risk of devel-
oping Parkinson’s later in life. 
Interestingly, those with more 
severe hearing loss seemed 
to be at an even greater risk. 
The study also explored the 
use of hearing aids as a po-
tential preventative measure. 
Researchers found that indi-
viduals who received hearing 
aids within two years of an 
abnormal hearing test had a 
notably reduced risk of devel-
oping PD.

Dr. Neilson, the study’s lead 
author and a neurologist at 
the Portland VA, emphasized 
that although more research 
is needed to understand the 
mechanisms behind the link 
between hearing loss and Par-

kinson’s, the results highlight 
the importance of early hear-
ing screenings and the poten-
tial benefits of hearing aids. 
“We encourage everyone to 
get screened and fitted for 
hearing aids, as there are few 
downsides, and it may lower 
the risk of developing Parkin-
son’s,” Dr. Neilson stated.

The study is the result of a 
collaboration among various 
experts, including Kelly M. 
Reavis, Ph.D., Jack Wiedrick, 
MS, and Gregory D. Scott, 
M.D., Ph.D. It was supported 
by multiple grants from the 
Veterans Affairs Biomedical 
Laboratory Research and De-
velopment, the National Cen-
ter for Rehabilitative Auditory 
Research, and other organi-
zations.

For further details on the 
study, visit: JAMA Neurology.

The Caldwell High Boys and 
Girls basketball teams have 
wrapped up their 2024-2025 
seasons. 

Two Caldwell senior girls 
were selected for 5A all-con-
ference teams by the league’s 
coaches. Tamar Callendar 
made the all-conference 2nd 
team and Payton Garcia got 
an honorable mention. Tamar 
Callendar was also selected 
as an alternate in the Idaho 
Statewide High School All-Star 
Game on March 15th. The two 
teams that play in the All-Star 
Game are made up of the best 
senior players in the state, re-

gardless of league. 
Coach Emilie Eckhart, a 

2nd grade teacher at Wil-
son Elementary, coached the 
girls’ varsity team for the first 
time this year. Coach Eckhart 
noted that though it wasn’t a 
winning season this year, the 
“girls made a lot of improve-
ments” and they made it to 
the third game of their district 
competition, which was an im-
provement year on year. She 
said that she “asked the girls 
to do a lot of new things and 
they did a great job embracing 
the new.” 

Six players were recognized 

for maintaining high GPAs, 
Yesenia Montañez with a 4.0 
GPA; Yazmeen Montañez and 
Reese Stumbaugh with 3.75+ 
GPAs; and Liliana Hernandez, 
Payton Garcia, and Nevaeh 
Ferrer with 3.0+ GPAs. 

The girls’ varsity team will 
graduate a whopping eight 
seniors this year. Congratula-
tions to these Caldwell ath-
letes: Yadira Espinoza, Ashley 
Sauceda, Liliana Hernandez, 
Payton Garcia, Nevaeh Jasso, 
Mary-Jane Deleon, Edalyn Lo-
pez, Nevaeh Ferrer, and Tam-
ar Callender.

Four athletes will remain to 

help build next year’s team. 
Congratulations on a great 
season and Caldwell is looking 
forward to what you achieve in 
coming years: Yesenia Mon-
tañez (sophomore), Yazmeen 
Montañez (junior), Reese 
Stumbaugh (sophomore), and 
Lila Walker (freshman). 

Caldwell High’s boys’ bas-
ketball team completed a solid 
season, improving on their re-
cords from recent years and 
going 10-14. Caldwell’s boys’ 
team is only losing one senior 
this year, Izaiah Hernandez. 
Congratulations Izaiah. 

The boys’ team will start 

next year with an experienced 
group of athletes who are 
used to playing together. Con-
gratulations to these students 
and we look forward to your 
next season: Eli Arredondo 
(junior), Sawyer Hope-Audet 
(junior), Peyton Walters (ju-
nior), Chase Nelson (junior), 
Aiden Rudan (junior), Sergio 
Gaxiola (sophomore), Anthony 
Barron (sophomore), Anthony 
Martinez (sophomore), Jack 
Hunter (sophomore), Adam 
Villegas III (sophomore), and 
Alan Navarro (freshman).

Another Study Shows a Link Between Hearing Loss and One 
of the Fastest-Growing forms of Dementia, Parkinson’s Disease

2621 S 10th Ave, Caldwell • 208-459-6818

Taking 
The Guesswork 

Out Of Your 
Workouts!

Call Today To Schedule Your Free Appointment TODAY!
1818 S. 10th Ave. Suite 250, Caldwell • www.everythinghearing.com

HEARING LOSS HAS BEEN LINKED TO COGNITIVE DECLINE  AND DEMENTIA. 
COMPREHENSIVE HEARING TREATMENT EXAM!

Includes: Tinntis Treatment, Memory, Balance, Cognitive Function, and much more 

all for an affordable monthly payment plan!

Hearing devices are included at NO ADDITIONAL COST!

FREE APPOINTMENT, 
CALL (208) 960-4912

Keeps You Connected!
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CHS Girls’ Basketball Varsity Team - Back 
row left to right: Lila Walker, Nevaeh Ferrer, 

Edalyn Lopez, Tamar Callender, 
Mary-Jane DeLeon. Front row left to right: 

Yadira Espinoza, Ashley Sauceda, Reese 
Stumbaugh, Liliana Hernandez, Nevaeh 

Jasso, Yesenia Montañez, Yazmeen Montañez 

Tamara Callendar 
- 5A all-conference 
2nd Team, Idaho 
Statewide High 

School All-Star Game 
Alternate, 3.75+ 

GPA;

Payton Garcia - 
5A all-conference 

honorable mention, 
3.0+ GPA

CHS Boys’ Basketball Varsity Team - Aiden Rudan, 
Sergio Gaxiola, Izaiah Hernandez, Anthony Martinez, 
Alan Navarro, Sawyer Hope-Audet, Adam Villegas III, 
Peyton Walters, Anthony Barron, Jack Hunter, Chase 

Nelson, and Eli Arredondo
Graduating Senior, 
Izaiah Hernandez

by Rick Fauvor
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Caldwell Students Qualify for State History Contest

Caldwell students impressed 
judges at two National History 
Day competitions during Febru-
ary. At Caldwell High School’s 
28th Annual National History 
Day on February 5th, juniors 
presented their exhibits on this 
year’s theme, Rights and Re-
sponsibilities. Students worked 
individually or in pairs and 191 
exhibits were presented. 

At the event students dressed 
professionally and answered 
questions from judges who 
were former educators, elected 
officials, and businesspeople. 
Each judge judged 8-10 proj-
ects. Judges asked students 
questions such as: “What rights 
were challenged in your proj-
ect?,”  “Who had the responsi-
bility to protect those rights?,” 
and “What is the legacy of your 
topic in shaping the future?” 

Judges selected their top 
project to go on to the second 
round of judging. Second-round 
judges were professors at the 
College of Idaho who awarded 
prizes to the top three exhibits 
and three honorable mentions. 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of the 28th annual Caldwell 
High School National History 
Day Competition.
1st Place:      Yessenia Murillo 
and Melanie Velazquez, Men-
dez v. Westminster
2nd Place: Kasen Obregon, 
The United Farm Workers
3rd Place: Maylee McConnell-

Soong. The Annexation of Ha-
waii

Honorable Mentions:
JamieLee Hernandez, The In-
dian Citizenship Act of 1924
Jaxson Freeman and Ashley 
Fuller, The Cuban Missile Crisis
Juan Rosas Rangel, Yellow 
Journalism

The first place winners, Yes-
senia Murillo and Melanie 
Velazquez, explained that their 
teacher, Katelyn Benavidez, en-
couraged them to pick a topic 
they truly cared about to keep 
them motivated to do a great 
job. They also said that learning 
about the past made them see 
the present day differently. 

Benavidez says that many 
students took her advice and 
picked a project they were in-
terested in, which improved the 
quality of their projects. Her stu-
dents “had to start from scratch 
doing this kind of formal histori-
cal research and developing a 
historical thesis and argument.” 
The students “all grew im-
mensely in their abilities to not 
only convey what they learned, 
but also become competent his-
torical thinkers”. 

Brennan Wurtz, the CHS So-
cial Studies Department Chair, 
explains that “the school-level 
competition is our own creation. 
We are the only comprehensive 
high school of our size that does 
anything like that.” And “in 2019, 

we started requiring students 
to present their projects to the 
judges, which allows them an 
opportunity to share their pas-
sion for their project while prac-
ticing presentation and commu-
nication skills.”

Caldwell High hosted the 
Southwest Regional History 
Day competition on February 
22nd. Seven Caldwell High stu-
dents qualified to go to the State 
History Day competition. Con-
gratulations to these Caldwell 
High winners!

Individual Exhibit
• 1st Place Group A: Liz Jones, 
“The Jungle’s Influence on Food 
Safety Regulations”
• 2nd Place Group A: Joryn 
Wright, “Anything But “Ade-
quate”’
• 2nd Place Group B: Adrianna 
Eldredge, “Loving v. Virginia”
Group Exhibit
• 1st Place: Yessenia Murillo 
and Melanie Velazquez, “Men-
dez v. Westminster”
• 2nd Place: Jazlyn Garcia and 
Annelisse Zirate, “The Great 
Molasses Flood”

Three Caldwell home-
schooled sisters also qualified 
for the State contest; Sydnee 
Erlendson, Claire Erlendson, 
and Harper Erlendson. Syd-
nee won 1st place in Individual 
Group A with “The Love Canal,” 
Claire won second place in the 
Junior Division with “The RMS 

Titanic,” and Harper won 1st 
place in the Youth/Elementary 
Division with “Endangered Pan-
das.” 

The State National History 
Day contest will take place on 
April 5th at the College of Idaho. 

Winners of the State National 
History Day contest will go to 
the National History Day Con-
test June 8-12th at the Universi-
ty of Maryland in College Park. 

“My dog and 
I despise them. 
We’re hidden in 
our own secret 
life, concealed 
in our innermost 
wildness.” – 
Katri Kling, The 
True Deceiver 

by Tove Jansson.
Enter on a small village in 

winter, it’s inhabitants mostly 
hibernating; Liljeberg the boat-
builder, old maid Madame 
Nygard, a nosey shopkeep, 
a roving band of children in 
the snow and our four inhabit-
ants of “Rabbit House:” Anna 
Aemalin,  a successful illus-
trator of children’s books and 

owner of Rabbit House, Katri, 
and Mats. Katri, a yellow eyed 
girl who is naturally good with 
numbers, who villagers are 
known to meet with for shrewd 
advice on private matters, and 
who has a dog with no name. 
Mats, Katri’s nearly silent 
brother whom she has raised 
since age 6, born with the gift 
of only ever thinking about one 
thing: boats.  

It’s existential noir, its biog-
raphy of a village, its fable-
like in its quest for something 
honest hidden under so much 
snow. It’s so exact in its lan-
guage you will feel everything 
Anna and Katri are feeling as 
they strike up their…contract? 

Scheme? Rivalry? Friend-
ship? Mutually-Assured-De-
struction?

It’s psychologically slow-
boiled pace reminds you of 
watching a crime thriller and 
at the same time feels as cozy 
and familiar as the back of 
your winter mitten. 

The True Deceiver was 
translated into English by 
Thomas Teal and won the 
Best Translated Book Award 
in 2011.

Welcoming the February 
2025 release of Jansson’s 
newest translation, Sun City, 
an off-beat novel about a re-
tirement community in sunny 
Florida.

by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

March 2025

Book Review: The True Deceiver by Tove Jansson, review by Sarah Pincock

Entertainment

CHS History Day Winners L 
to R: Melanie Velazquez and 

Yessenia Murillo

CHS students at Regional History Day L to 
R: Adriana Eldredge, Melanie Velazquez, 
Joryn Wright, Liz Jones, Helen Sutton, 
Jaqueline Aguirre, Alice Redmond, and 

Jamie Diez Montes

Homeschool winners 
L to R: Claire 

Erlendson, Sydnee 
Erlendson and 

Harper Erlendson

KN
IG

HTS OF COLUMBUS

CALDWELL COUNCIL 3086

Served at 
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church

1122 W. Linden Street, Caldwell

Complete Dinner Every Friday Night During Lent
5 PM-7 PM: March 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and April 4th, April 11th 

Alaskan Cod Fish Dinner
Knights of Columbus Special Secret Recipe For Fried Cod & Baked CodKnights of Columbus Special Secret Recipe For Fried Cod & Baked Cod

$9 Kids 5-12
$50 For Immediate Families

$16 Per Person
$12 Seniors-65+
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Caldwell Rotary 
Club is offering 
two $1,500 Aca-
demic Scholar-
ships and one 
$1,500 Voca-

tional/Technical/Trade Schol-
arship for the 2025-26 school 
year. To be considered, appli-
cations must be postmarked by 
April 4th. Applications can be 
picked up at your school coun-
selor’s office. Applicants must 
be a resident of Idaho and have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
community service.

Academic Scholarship Appli-
cations are for high school se-
niors who have a 3.0 or higher 
GPA and have enrolled as a 
full-time student in an accredit-
ed post-secondary educational 
institution with plans to earn a 
B.S. or B.A. degree and/or for 
those who are enrolled to be-
gin a college degree at a junior 
college with plans to transfer to 
finish their degree at a 4-year 
university or college. They must 
attend the first semester in the 
fall of 2025 to retain their schol-
arship. 

Technical/Vocational/Trade 
Scholarship Applications are 
for high school seniors, home-
school seniors or person’s 
earning a graduate equivalency 
diploma (GED) by the time they 
receive their funds for the schol-
arship. They must be accepted 
and enrolled as a full-time stu-
dent in a technical, vocational or 
trade school. All recipients must 
be attending college/vocational/
trade school and enrolled in the 
fall of 2025.

This  scholarship can be used 
for diesel mechanics, hair, nails, 

cosmetology, nursing associate, 
dental hygienist, etc. There are 
many trades that do not require 
a 4-year college degree. Stu-
dents may apply to out-of-state 
schools for this scholarship.

Applications for these schol-
arships can be found at your 
school counselor’s office. Mail 
completed applications by April 
4th to: 

Caldwell Rotary Club, 
P.O. Box 24, 

Caldwell, ID  83606 
Incomplete or late applications 

will be not be considered.

Throughout the month of 
February, Caldwell Rotary 
Club distributes about 1,450 
dictionaries to third graders 
in 17 Canyon and Owyhee 
County schools. This program 
follows on the heels of the de-
livery of about the same num-
ber of chapter books that were 
delivered to second graders 
in those same schools. These 
two programs have been go-
ing on for many years. 

This year Rotarian Bob Jen-
kins spearheaded the diction-
ary project, ordering all the 
dictionaries, labeling them 

and organizing the 
volunteers to go to 
the schools to de-
liver them. Rotarian 
Joyce McDaniel was 
his right-hand helper, 
calling schools to get 
student numbers and 
contact information 
for each school.

These are not 
your everyday or-
dinary dictionaries. 
They are a won-
derful teaching tool 
filled with all kinds 
of important and fun informa-
tion. One fun thing to show the 
students is the longest word in 
this dictionary. It has 1,909 let-
ters in it. That word is a protein 
with 267 amino acids in it. This 
dictionary also includes sign 
language, Braille, multiplica-

tion tables, the periodic table, 
the US Constitution, a list of 
the presidents of the United 
States, the planets, info on 
clouds, the countries of the 
world and more. Hopefully the 
teachers use this provided in-
formation to supplement their 
students’ studies.

I only found one “fail” in this 
dictionary. It didn’t have the 
word “candy” in it. Isn’t that 
funny?

Harmonies is an easy to 
learn 1-4 player game that 
takes about 30 minutes to play. 
The rules are very straightfor-
ward and easy to understand. 
I loved the pattern building 
and strategy of this beautifully 
designed game. This game 
is perfect for age 10 and up. 
Harmonies is one of the few 
games I have run into that has 
a good solo play option.

March 2025

Game Review: 
Harmonies

Caldwell Rotary Scholoarship Applications Now Available

Rotary’s Dictionary Program Supports Education

by Sazia Fletcher

1009 Everett Street
For more information call 208-459-0132

Caldwell Senior CenterCaldwell Senior Center

All Ages Welcome!
Every Thursday 1 p.m.

B U N C O

Join Us For Our
Sunday Service

10:30 a.m.

www.stdavid.idahodiocese.com
1800 Arlington Avenue
Caldwell, Idaho 83605

208-459-9261

Community 
Room Open 

Everyday 
We Are Open!

Large Groups
Please 

Schedule With 
Us Ahead of 

Time to Secure 
Your Space.

Magic The 
Gathering 
and D&D 

Every 
Friday, 

Saturday, 
& NOW 
Sunday!

 

!"#$%&$'()$*+,-.,
/0123,114$56
789:;$:<<="<::

A Place for People 
  

Open: Tuesday-Thursday 11 a.m.- 6 p.m., 

Friday  11 a.m.- 9 p.m., Saturday 12 p.m.- 11 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m.- 4 p.m.

Now Open Sunday!

New Achievement Unlocked: 

Bookstore Discovered!

by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective

Rotarians Joyce Mc Daniel, 
Mary Ann Valenzuela, Milon 

McDaniel, Edwin Lara 
and Laurel Weiss delivered 

dictionaries to Lewis and Clark 
Elementary 3rd graders.

Seventy Lewis and Clark Elementary 
students received their dictionaries on 

February 12th!
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Caldwell’s wrestling teams have had another 
impressive season, making Caldwell proud once 
again. Draven Johns led the boys’ team by win-
ning a State Championship in the 132-pound 
weight class. The men’s team competes in the 6A 
conference, the conference for the state’s largest 
schools. Johns and Jayce Wolf (150) were both 
6A District Champions this year.

Caldwell’s boys’ team has seventeen mem-
bers, was 2nd at the district tournament, and sent 
a whopping 13 members to the state tournament 
at the ICCU Dome in Pocatello on 2-28 and 3-1. 
Caldwell’s other state qualifiers were: Jesus Al-
varez (2nd at district, 165), Liam Rodebush (3rd 
at district, 190), Trevor Solis (4th at district, 157), 
Jaxson Freeman (5th at district, 120), Joshua 
Rojas (5th at district, 175), Mason Lewis (6th at 
district, 138), Lorenzo Villasenor (8th at district, 
98), Kasen Potts (9th at district, 120), Josiah 
Gonzalez (9th at district, 144), Lucas Rosario 
(9th at district, 285), Trevor Darra (10th at district, 
285). Other boys’ team members are Francisco 
Guzman, Rodrigue Enock, Jonathan Banos, and 
David Vargas.

Caldwell performed well at state, 
placing 9th out of 22 teams and with 
four athletes placing in the top six in 
their weight classes: Draven Johns 
- state champion (132), Jayce Wolf 
- 3rd place (150), Jaxson Freeman - 
4th place (120), Jesus Alvarez - 5th 
place (165). 

The girls’ team has seven mem-
bers, was 5th at the district tourna-
ment and sent four individuals to the 
state tournament at the ICCU Dome 
in Pocatello on 2-28 and 3-1. 

Idaho’s first official state tourna-
ment for girls’ wrestling was held in 2021. This 
year, the sport continues to grow with 74 schools 
fielding teams, up from 66 teams last year. Cur-
rently, all schools compete as a single state-wide 
division. Caldwell’s state qualifiers were: Ashlyn 
Martin-Gomez (2nd at district, 132), Kloe Fogle 
(3rd at district, 138), Maritza Medina (4th at dis-
trict, 100), and Sienna Sanchez-Benavidez (4th 
at district, 107). Other girls’ team members are 
Paola Ruiz-Saldana, Kaylanni Brooks, and Marit-
za Garcia. 

The girls’ team also performed well at state, 
placing 19th out of 74 teams and with one individ-
ual placing in the top 6 at state: Maritza Medina 
- 4th place (100). 

Caldwell’s wrestling coaches also won impres-
sive awards this year. Both Adam Freeman, the 
boys’ coach and Sami Lusk, the girls’ coach were 
named District Coach of the Year. 

Congratulations to all of these very hard-work-
ing athletes and coaches.

Caldwell High Men’s and Women’s Wrestling by Toni Ferro, Caldwell Perspective

photos by Amber Sperry-Johns

and Jennifer Martinez

Draven Johns, State Champion 
and District Champion; Jayce 
Wolf, 3rd place at State and 

District Champion

Other athletes who placed at 
State: Jaxson Freeman - 4th 

place (120), Jesus Alvarez - 5th 
place (165), Maritza Medina - 

4th place (100)
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Silverhawk
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jamesbarrett35@gmail.com

Download My App:
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Serving YOU 
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Estate Dreams!
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Outdoors
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Good News!

899-6374

Dan’s Construction

20 Years Experience

(208) 249-1064

Hometown 
proud!

Licensed, Insured & Bonded

A full service excavating 
company with the 

experience and know-how to 
serve you competently.
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Ron Apple
Owner / Service Tech
ronapple71@yahoo.com

4117 Pintail Ln
Nampa ID, 83686

GOLF IS LIKE BUSINESS.
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focus and hiring the 
best coach you can find.

11426 Lone Star Rd.,
Nampa

208-484-3121 ACCOUNTING AND TAX, LLP
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House in Need of Repairs?
Carpentry

Door & Window Installation
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Painting 
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www.caldwellhandyman.com
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All Seniors Get 10% O!

35 Years Experience
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Call Larry Farnsworth at 
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Chino  208-807-8815

Open
Mon-Sat 

11 am-9 pm 

1124 Cleveland Blvd., Caldwell 

Fully Licensed and Insured

FREE IN-PERSON 
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WWW.DREAMROOFSIDAHO.COM

Complete Roof Replacement and Repair

Canyon County 
Premier Choice For All 

Your Roofing Needs

Since 1983, Richard Dennis and his team of 

roofing installers and roof repair experts have been 
taking care of families in the Caldwell, Nampa and 
Middleton areas. They have kept up with the ever 
changing products in the construction industry. 
DREAMROOFS offer a variety of roof services that 

keep your home safe and running effciently. 

Rated: A+454-0323
FREE IN-PERSON ESTIMATE

Fully Licensed and Insured

Taking care of all your roofing needs:
Tear-offs • New Roofs • Re-Roofs

Shingles, Shakes, Tile, Metal, Flat Roofs

Maintenance Programs and Repairs

RICHARD  A. DENNIS   
GAF Cert

208-454-0323

www.dreamroofsidaho.comwww.dreamroofsidaho.com

Business Directory 
ACCOUNTING & TAXES AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING

1x2.5 for $23 or 2x3 for $46 per month  

(No commitment required!) 

While looking for inspiration to 
write something for the March 
issue, I came across a log book 
entry dated Venite uno de Mar-
zo (a little Spanish lingo there) 
1978. My wife’s brother was vis-
iting from California, so on the 
morning of the afore mentioned 
date, we set out for Woodhead 
Park on Brownlee Reservoir. 
We were under a high-pressure 
ridge, so the weather that morn-
ing was cold with a very light 
wind. We launched my 14-foot 
aluminum skiff, and after a few 
pulls on the starter rope, my 
1968 18 horse Evinrude out-
board came to life. 

I recall there was only two other 
boat trailers in the parking lot on 
that March morning. We began 
by pitching curled-tailed jigs at 
the shoreline and were met with 
immediate success, although 
the fish were small. Morning 

became afternoon and the bite 
slowed noticeably. When you’re 
young, you power through and 
hope the bite picks up late after-
noon into evening. It did and Jim 
caught one three-pounder and 
we both had a couple in the two-
pound range. It was near dark 
when we trailered the boat and 
had a two-hour drive ahead of 
us. Not a big deal. I can’t recall 
what the limit on bass was back 
then, but I know it was liberal 
with no length restriction. I had 
been practicing catch and re-
lease on trout for few years, but I 
am sure those smallmouth went 
under the knife.

Brownlee is one place to lose 
those winter time blues, not the 
only place though. C.J. Strike 
is a well-known early spring 
fishery with multiple species to 
target. Some years, trolling for 
trout was fast action. Last year 

was not one of those years 
for me. Idaho Power stocked 
6,850 catchable (10-12 inchers) 
in February. Trout grow fast in 
the fertile water of Strike. If not 
caught the first year or two, they 
can be 16- 20 inches.  

Idaho Power also stocks in the 
fall. Those fall trout can be 13-14 
inches this spring. Trout, bass, 
perch, crappie and catfish are 
all on tap at C.J. Strike. It is no 
wonder that it is a favorite spring 
fishing destination. C.J. Strike 
Dam was named after Clifford 
J. Strike, General Manager of 
Idaho Power from 1938 to 1948. 
The reservoir was built in the 
early 1950s for hydro power and 
recreational opportunities. The 
latter has sure been a great ad-
dition to Southwest Idaho’s fish-
ing community. The long-range 
weather forecast is looking like 
March could come in like a lamb, 

woo hoo!  Tight lines! hope to 
see ya on the water! Dave

Every year around this time Harry Soulen Jr., 
his wife and other helpers bring his sheep down 
from the family pasture where they winter out 
by Melba near Swan Falls and walk them to Le-
tha to be sheared. This is the first band of 2,500 
sheep. The next band comes in a couple days.

Reported by Debi Jensen last year, the sheep 
will then lamb in the spring pasture in the Crane 
Creek area. When the lambs are old enough, 
in about June, they will continue their journey 
being lead back to the back side of Brundage 
Mountain. Then in the fall, they will continue 
on to their winter pasture, near Melba. This 
journey is about a 550 mile round trip. Harry’s 
grandfather, Harry Soulen Sr (now deceased), 
had been raising sheep in Southwest Idaho 

since 1926. It was passed on to his son Phil 
Soulen (now deceased), and now to his son 
Harry Soulen Jr.

It is so much fun to watch them when they 
come through Caldwell!

Dave’s Big Back Yard by Dave McCormick
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819 Main St., Caldwell • 208-454-0425

Great Food and Full Bar

www.caldwellacapulco.com
Happy Hour: 

Monday-Saturday 3 PM-6PM

We Also Offer Catering Services

Curt’s

CARPET CLEANING
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Residential • Commercial • RV’s • Boats

Over 39 Years of Satisfied Customers
“Since 1978”
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by
 M

an
di

e 
Sn

ow

Trailing of the Sheep by Leora Summers, Caldwell Perspective
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March goes on into spring 
and longer warmer days. I 
know it’s always tough to plan 
for things that seem so far 
off, but it’s here and it’s time 
to start acting on what you’ve 
been thinking about. 

As I’ve mentioned on my lo-
cal radio show and podcasts 
in the past along with past 
articles, the planning of a gar-
den during winter months is 
the best way to have a suc-
cessful garden, whether it be 
a vegetable garden or a flower 
garden. Both need some fore-
thought, so your end result is 
what you’ve envisioned. Any 
type of garden you desire 
needs to have the soil compo-
sition to support those plants. 
So know your soil’s makeup. 
There are local labs that test 
your soil samples you bring 
to them. You’ll need to take in 

a few samples from different 
spots of your garden, depend-
ing on size, to get a range of 
understanding of your soil’s 
makeup.

 The water source is also an 
important factor in the results 
of you garden. If you use city 
water, test the water for chemi-
cal treatments and levels of 
hardness. Hard water can dry 
on leaves and harm the plants 
productivity. Those test results 
will also tell you what’s neces-
sary to adjust your soil’s qual-
ity for better results. Once you 
know those factors, selecting 
plants for your garden is much 
easier for those soil/water con-
ditions. Research the plants 
needs and maturity dates so 
you select the best plants for 
your soil. 

Of course weather condi-
tions dictate planting times. 

Many plants, like tomatoes 
and peppers, have long ma-
turity periods for which pro-
duction is optimal, so starting 
plants indoors is always rec-
ommended for productivity in 
our limited seasons. Say you 
want tomatoes really early and 
the maturity date is 86 days, 
you could start that tomato 
indoors three months in ad-
vance and then take it outside 
in good weather. Then in about 
three to four weeks after trans-
planting, you’d be fairly close 
to tomatoes ripening in May/

June and then throughout the 
whole summer. 

Did you know that tomatoes 
don’t have to die every year? I 
grew a tomato in a nursery pot 
supported by my trellis inven-
tion for three years because I’d 
bring it inside in cold weather 
and back outside in summer. I 
even put it in a shady cooler 
area during very high heat be-
cause tomatoes slow produc-
tion down when it’s really hot. 

I’m a strong advocate for 
becoming more self reliant by 
growing your own vegetables 

and fruits and by taking unpro-
ductive grass areas and con-
verting to food producing ar-
eas. Need a shade tree? Put in 
fruit trees. Don’t like the price 
of eggs? Raise a few chickens 
for eggs and meat. Want less 
expensive locally raised beef 
and pork? Find a local source 
and support them. Yes, you 
may have to buy a half a beef 
or pork, but knowing where it 
comes from and who you’re 
supporting is well worth it. 

Until next time, Pat.

LOCAL DIRT 

March Southwest Idaho Birders Association

by Pat King

OUTDOORS March 2025

• Pivots
• K-Line
• Wheeline 
     & More!

Interwest 
Supply

20488 Pinto Lane Caldwell, Id 
(208) 453-9155

Connor Demond  (208) 899-6216
Chris Hoagland    (208) 880-4535 
Garth Frederick    (208) 899-0197

How many Bald Eagles have 
you seen this winter? Some 
folks just crossing the Lower 
Dam in recent weeks have 
counted 25 and more, out on 
the ice, perched in trees, or 
just flying by. That was how I 
saw my first bald eagle in Can-
yon County, in 1999. Driving to 
work just after sunrise, I saw 
a giant black bird flying toward 
me. As it passed at eye level 
on my right, I saw the iconic 
white head and huge yel-
low beak – an almost mythic 
creature to me then. Now they 
nest around Lake Lowell and 
we could almost take them for 
granted – unless we remem-
ber that for many years they 
were an endangered species.

As the winter ice disappears 
from the lake, flocks of other 
water fowl start showing up; 
ruddy ducks, red-breasted 
mergansers, tundra and trum-

peter swans and many more 
on their spring journey north.

March is traditionally the 
high point for snow geese and 
greater white-fronted geese to 
pass through this area, and 
SIBA’s annual field trip to the 
Fort Boise Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Parma will be 
on March 8. Group members 
will gather at the observa-
tion tower on Old Fort Boise 
Road just northwest of Parma 
at 9 a.m. to watch the flocks 
of geese come in. There’ll be 
ample time also to find ducks 
and shorebirds, hawks and 
eagles, songbirds and who-
knows-what else. The group 
will caravan from there to 
Martin’s Landing and Roswell 
Marsh, expecting to find wild 
turkeys, sandhill cranes and 
more on the way. This trip 
may extend into the afternoon 
so bring food and drink for 

your needs and clothing for 
variable weather. Registra-
tion is required. Please email 
trip leader James Jarrett at: 
SIBAFieldTrip@gmail.com.

SIBA’s monthly meeting, on-
line only, will be at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 13. Shannan 
Brimmer and husband Wyatt 
Tustin will share their adven-
tures “Birding the Big Island of 
Hawaii.” Some highlights will 
include Kilauea National Park, 
the Hakalau Forest Reserve, 
featuring birds and other wild-
life. 

Shannan is a long-term resi-
dent of Boise with a passion 
for travel, running, quilting 
and bird watching. She has 
four years of bird watching 
experience including, lead-
ing local field trips for Golden 
Eagle Audubon. To get the link 
for the Zoom meeting, go to: 
sibainfo1@gmail.com.

by JC Clancy


