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For Immediate Release

Pentagon’s Small Business Chief Supports Mid-Tier Advanced Small Business Legislation
Washington, DC–November 19, 2012— Advanced Small Business Pilot is Gaining Support 
Last week, at the Army Material Command's Small Business Conference in Huntsville AL, Mr. Andre Gudger, Director of Office of Small Business Programs at the Pentagon, spoke in support of the creation of a Mid-Tier category called Advanced Small Business in the House passed version of the Defense Authorization Bill. 

An excerpt from Mr. Gudger discussion with business leaders, "…so one thing I will do is make sure that small businesses who are successful, who grow their businesses because they’re good and they invest in their people and they take good care of them will not be penalized and so I took over this program, as a pilot called the Mid-Tier Program, as he’s saying, and then allow the policy that I’ve been writing around, that we do in small business…and then those who are mid-tier, and Congress thought that, the House Armed, Armed Services Committee in particular, who I testified in front of, said, wow, we, you know, that might work if we do that federal government wide, and so that ended up in legislation, that’s proposed, and I, , FY13 National Defense Authorization Act.  So it’s, it’s in the FY13 National Defense Authorization that I do expect to pass, even before, uh, the budget talks pass."
Ms. Tonya Speed, Executive Director of Mid Tier Advocacy, the organization that is working hard on behalf of this business category said she appreciates Mr. Gudger’s support. “We look forward to collaboration with Mr. Gudger, his office, and other Pentagon officials as we continue to push to bridge the gap in Federal contracting between the very large businesses and the really small businesses. It is necessary for the government to continue to grow its successful small businesses to ensure the greatest amount of competition in order to deliver the best price possible in the interest of taxpayers. We will be meeting with Mr. Gudger soon to further discuss the implementation of the Advance Small Business Pilot Program.”
The Solution
In May 2012, U.S Representatives Gerald Connolly (VA-11th District), Sam Graves (MO-6th District) and Mike Rogers (AL-2nd District) drafted language that was included in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) (H.R. 4310) in section 1611 of the bill that addresses size standard issues that stymie small and emerging business growth.  The bill has passed the House Armed Services Committee and the full House of Representatives.


--more--
Visit BusinessGrowthForAll.org for more information 

About Mid-Tier Advocacy
Mid-Tier Advocacy (MTA) was established to work toward the elimination of the competitive disadvantage facing mid-tier government support services companies.  A nonpartisan coalition, MTA lobbies for the recognition of mid-tier businesses as an industry-size category between large and small businesses. We are a national business alliance that represents the nation’s top small emerging and mid-size firms.  As such, we leverage the collective voice of our member firms to influence federal policies that impact their growth and sustainability.    
MTA consists of federal contractors that represent a cross section of industries—from information technology to manufacturing to construction.  These businesses service federal, state, and local governments, and employ millions of Americans across the nation.   

In support of these firms, MTA serves as a vehicle for business growth and development by educating member firms on business opportunities, and helping to build teaming and partnering relationships.

To learn more about Mid-Tier Advocacy, visit www.midtier.org.
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