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Roseland Community Medical District (“District”) 
On August 5, 2011, the State of Illinois created the 100-acre Roseland Community Medical District 
(“District”), which provides for the creation, maintenance, and expansion of health care and other 
related facilities to study, diagnose, and treat human ailments and injuries. The District is anchored 
by the “New” Roseland Community Hospital (“RCH” or the “Hospital”), whose emergency room is 
often the first stop for medical services for the community, and where patients are treated for 
illness ranging from a simple cold to severe health issues such as heart disease or gunshot 
wounds. 
 
With over 500 employees, the Hospital is the largest employer in Roseland and is located at the 
center of the community. The Hospital serves over 21,000 patients annually in the emergency 
room alone. Further, RCH is the first responder for the Port of Chicago at Calumet Harbor, and for 
the newly created Pullman National Park, both of which are located just east of the Hospital.  The 
Hospital functions as a critical safety net to an undeserved area of Chicago and is an economic 
asset to both the community and to the city at large. The District hopes to fortify this safety net and 
expand critical healthcare services for the South Side of Chicago an area often overlooked by 
major healthcare institutions. 
 
The Community Hospital is the South Side of Chicago’s integrated and coordinated healthcare 
choice, where professional caregivers provide guidance on the path to recovery and overall 
wellness. RCH combines specialized expertise of a large hospital with the personalized attention of 
a smaller setting. RCH provides a full spectrum of pediatric and adult care service for primary to 
family medicine to advanced specialty to care. RCH specialties include: 
 

• Anesthesia 

• Mammography                                      

• Adolescent Behavioral Health                                                  

• Mobile Dental Vehicle  

• Cardiology                                                                                    

• Neurology 

• Emergency Medicine                                                                

• Obstetrics & Gynecology 

• Family Medicine                                                                         

• Pediatrics 

• Gastroenterology                          

• Pathology 

• General Surgery                                                                          

• Pulmonology 

• Infectious Disease                 

• Radiology 

• Internal Medicine 

• Vascular Surgery 

• Laboratory                    

• Wound Healing Clinic 
 

RCH was opened in 1924 with the intention of providing medical care for the Far South Side of 
Chicago. There are currently 135 credentialed physicians employed by RCH and over 500 total 
employees. RCH maintains 134 licensed beds, of which 95 are current operating. With a Level III 
Emergency Department, the Hospital is a critical health care provider for the greater Roseland 
community. The Hospital’s Emergency Department is the 7th busiest in the city. In 2013, the 
Hospital took in 21,960 E.D., had 15,037 outpatients, 4,648 inpatients, 282 deliveries, 26,627 
radiology procedures and 986 mammograms. 
 
Roseland Community Medical District Commission (“Commission”) 
The District is governed by the Roseland Community medical District Commission (“Commission”), 
which was created by 70 ILSC 935/1 (the “Act”) and whose general purpose is to: 
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1) Maintain the proper surroundings for a medical center and a related technology center to 
attract, stabilize, and retain within the District hospitals, clinics, research facilities, 
educational facilities, or other facilities permitted under the Act; and 

 
2) Provide for the orderly creation, maintenance, development, and expansion of (i) health 

care facilities and other ancillary or related facilities that the Commission may from time to 
time determine are established and operated (A) for any aspect of the carrying out of the 
Commission’s purposes as set forth in this Act, (B) for the study, diagnosis, and treatment 
of human ailments and injuries, whether physical or mental, or (C) to promote medical, 
surgical, and scientific research and knowledge as permitted under this Act; and (ii) medical 
research and high technology parks, together with the necessary lands, buildings, facilities, 
equipment, and personal property for those parks. 

 
Roseland Community Medical District Commissioners 
The Commission consists of nine (9) appointed members and three (3) ex officio members. Three 
(3) members were appointed by the Governor. Two (2) members were appointed by the Mayor of 
the City of Chicago. Two (2) members were appointed by the President of the County Board of 
Cook County. Three (3) ex officio members appointed by statute. According to the Commission’s 
by-laws, the Commission may not transact business at a meeting of the Commission unless there 
is a quorum of at least seven (7) Commissioners present. Most of the quorum is needed to adopt 
any motion or resolution. 
 
Appointed Commissioners 
William W. Towns, President (appointed by Cook County Board President) 
Term: 2/4/14 – 12/31/16 (Expired) 
 
Leon I. Walker, Vice President (appointed by Governor, State of Illinois) 
Term: 1/31/13 – 12/31/15 (Expired) 
 
Cael Jenkins, Treasurer (appointed by Governor, State of Illinois) 
Term: 1/31/13 – 12/31/13 (Expired) 
 
Tiffany Hightower, Secretary (appointed by Mayor, City of Chicago) 
Term: 5/31/16 – 12/31/18 
 
Regina Porter, (appointed by Governor, State of Illinois) 
Term: 1/31/13 – 1/31/14 (Expired) 
 
Ciere Boatright, (appointed by Mayor of Chicago) 
Term: 5/31/16 – 12/31/17  
 
Shirley Bomar-Cole, (appointed by President, Cook County Board) 
Term: 5/6/14 – 12/31/15 (Expired) 
 
Louis Moo-Young, (appointed by President, Cook County Board) 
Term: 2/4/14 – 12/31/14 (Expired) 
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Tim Egan, (appointed by Governor, State of Illinois) 
Term: 2/1/15 – 2/1/16 (Expired) 
 
Ex Officio Commissioners 
Jim Schultz, Illinois Department of Economic Opportunity (Appointed by Statute).                  
Joseph Harrington, Illinois Department of Public Health (Appointed by Statute).                          
To be determined. Illinois Department of Human Services (Appointed by Statute).                          
 
Roseland Community Hospital Medical District Advisory Committee. 
Salim Al-Nurridin, President, Healthcare Consortium of Illinois                                                          
Abraham Lacy, Executive Director, Far South Community Development Center.                          
                
A District of Opportunity 
 
Located on Chicago’s Far South Side, the Roseland community area has struggled with 
disinvestment since the early 1970s when the community’s manufacturing base eroded. Although 
some pockets of Roseland have significant issues with crime and abandoned buildings, a variety of 
existing partnerships and initiatives have been formed to stabilize the community and redevelop 
vacant homes within the neighborhood. Most residents in Roseland are committee, long- time 
homeowners, However, like many inner-city minority communities, recent economic issues have 
hit Roseland hard, including the foreclosure crisis. The neighborhood is comprised primarily of 
African American (96%) residents and struggles with unemployment (19.7%). The Roseland 
community is a Naturally Occurring Retirement Community (NORC), with approximately 25% of 
the residents over the age of 65, compared with 10% citywide. 
 
Roseland is classified as a medically-undeserved area by the Health Resource and Service 
Administration. Roseland residents face several health disparities, including hypertension and 
obesity. In Roseland, most patients seeking treatment are uninsured or Medicaid-eligible. 
Roseland, which is next door to the traditional heavy manufacturing community of Pullman, suffers 
from an epidemic of asthma and asthma-related ailments. Despite these compilations, the 
Roseland Community Hospital has continually operated in the neighborhood since 1924. The 
District was created to help sustain the Hospital and improve healthcare for nearly 250,000 
residents of the City of Chicago and near south suburbs. For most of the residents, the Hospital is 
the only hospital within a five-mile radius. 
 
One of the Hospital’s first priorities is the creation of the new Center for Breathing Easy which will 
help combat the community’s high asthma rates. The Center for Breathing Easy will help to service 
the needs of nearly 30% of the children in the Roseland area who have asthma. Between 2011 
and 2013, Roseland’s emergency room took in 22% of all asthma-related ER visits in Chicago 
according to the Mobile C.A.R.E. Foundation Moreover, Roseland spent more than $1.2 million 
annually providing asthma- related care to children during preventable emergency visits. The 
Center for Breathing Easy will also provide outpatient care to people dealing with other forms of 
respiratory issues other than asthma, including smoking cessation services. 
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Highlights 
 
▪ The Commission entered a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Far South 

Community Development Corporation (Far South CDC) in November 2017. The MOU enables 
the Far South CDC to develop and manage the administrative and fundraising functions for the 
Roseland Community Medical District (RCMD).  
 

▪ Far South CDC, on behalf of RCMD Commission, applied and received Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning (CMAP) Local Technical Assistance (LTA) program designation to 
develop an Existing Conditions Report (ECR) for the District in April 2018 through April 2019. 
The report will prioritize the main issues of the corridor and surrounding community, formulating 
a plan of action including assessments of mobility, land use, and development potential, as well 
as community engagement and visioning. Key themes of the final report will include mobility, 
land use, and economic development.  

 
The planning process consists of four phrases to be completed over twelve months. Phase one 
assesses existing conditions of the neighborhood, including data analysis and research. The 
second phase will focus on gathering input about the community’s past, present, and future 
planning priorities. CMAP will conduct interviews with community stakeholders who are critical 
to the development of the corridor. In phase three, initial recommendations will be created and 
vetted with Far South CDC staff, project partners, and other key institutions. The final phase 
will include report creation, community feedback, and discussion of report implementation. For 
more information, please visit: https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs/lta/roseland.  
 

▪ Red Line Extension receives $1.48M FTA grant: The CTA’s proposed Red Line Extension 
(RLE) project received a $1.48 million grant through FTA’s Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented 
Development (TOD) Planning for comprehensive local planning efforts. Comprehensive 
planning funded through the program will examine ways to improve economic development 
and ridership, foster multimodal connectivity and accessibility, improve transit access for 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic, engage the private sector, identify infrastructure needs, and 
enable mixed-use development along the RLE corridor. The 111th Street & Stewart will have a 
proposed CTA Red Line Station. 

 
▪ In 2018, Special Service Area District (SSA) #71 reconstituted and expanded its service base 

and programs that overlaps RCMD. Businesses within the District will be able to qualify for 
Façade Enhancement Program grants, decorative banners and holiday banners, security 
services, and landscaping services.  

 
▪ From 2016 to present, Mayor Rahm Emanuel implemented reforms to the City’s Zoning Code 

to ensure that the growth of downtown drives equitable development throughout the City. 
These changes leverage new development in and around the Loop to generate funds that will 
catalyze investment on Chicago’s West, Southwest and South Sides. The Neighborhood 
Opportunity Fund receives funds from that downtown development to support commercial 
corridors in Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods. Business and property owners may apply 
for grant funding that will pay for the development or rehabilitation of real estate and projects 

https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/programs/lta/roseland
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that support new or expanding businesses or cultural assets. Businesses within the RCMD can 
apply for the program of up to $250,000. 

 
▪ The City of Chicago recommended 133 census tracts — out of more than 500 eligible tracts in 

the City — to the State of Illinois for designation as Opportunity Zones, as well as two 
additional tracts that make up the former Michael Reese Hospital site. The selection of the 133 
census tracts focuses on areas of the city in greatest need, using data from the 2011-2015 
U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS).  The City used the following 
factors to select the tracts: 

 
o Unemployment rate of 20 percent or more 
o Median family income of less than $38,000, which is approximately 50 percent of Area 

Median Income 
o Poverty rate of 30 percent or more 

 
The City consulted with aldermen to confirm that the identified tracts within communities with 
these three qualifying factors were also the tracts that had the most investment potential. In 
certain limited instances, eligible tracts from within the same community in which economic 
development activity is underway or which eligible tracts are adjacent to a tract in which 
development is underway were strategically exchanged. 60% of the RCMD is covered by the 
Opportunity Zones. 

 
▪ In 2017, Far South CDC was designated by the Illinois Department of Commerce of Economic 

Opportunity (IL DCEO) as an Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and 
International Trade Center (ITC). The SBDC and ITC provides small business assistance to 
entrepreneurs and existing businesses in low-to-moderate income areas on Chicago’s south 
side and south suburban Cook County, including the RCMD area.  

 



Memorandum of Understanding 
 

Between 

 

FAR SOUTH CDC 

 

and 

 

ROSELAND MEDICAL DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 

 This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) sets forth the terms and understanding 

between FAR SOUTH CDC, an Illinois not-for-profit corporation (“Far South”) and the 

ROSELAND COMMUNITY MEDICAL DISTRICT COMMISSION (the “RCMDC”) whereby 

Far South and the RCMD will collaborate in order to foster economic growth in the greater 

Roseland area of Chicago, including through (i) the development of medical and health-care 

related facilities and other beneficial businesses in and around the Roseland Medical District (the 

“District”) and (ii) the recruitment and retention of medical and health-care related enterprises 

which would in turn create medical and health-care related (and supporting) jobs for members of 

the community. 

 

I.  Background 

 

 The RCMDC was created as its own body politic and corporate for the general purpose of 

promoting health care services and economic development in the far south side of Chicago. 

Specifically, the RCMDC focuses on attracting and retaining academic centers, health care 

facilities, medical research facilities, emerging technology enterprises and other health care-

related facilities within the District which will, in turn, spur economic growth through the 

creation of medical and health care-related jobs. The District is roughly defined as the 

boundaries created by 110th and 112th streets, and Stewart and Michigan avenues. The RCMDC 

has the authority buy, sell and lease property within the District and may take property through 

its eminent domain powers. Furthermore, the RCMDC may offer tax credits and assist entrants 

with securing capital for their business. 

 

 Far South is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, which was established to foster 

economic development and eradicate slum and blighted conditions in the far south side of 

Chicago. Through planning and collaboration with private developers, governmental entities, and 

other stake-holders, Far South strives to facilitate and foster quality businesses that meet the 

needs of the community, nurture beneficial industrial development, and rehabilitate commercial 

and residential real estate to create jobs and improve the quality of life for community members 

who live and work in its service area.   

 

II.  Purpose 

 Far South has an extensive background in partnering with various governmental and 

private sector entities to provide support for programs and initiatives that further Far South’s 

mission of cultivating and nurturing economic development. Just a few examples of projects 



where Far South has partnered with other organizations include 34-acre Ray & Joan Kroc 

Recreation Center and the development of the 119th Street Corridor Plan for West Pullman (a 

partnership with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning).  In addition, Far South has 

deep connection and networks with community members and officials in and around the District. 

  The RCMDC desires to utilize Far South’s knowledge and experience as well as benefit 

from Far South’s resources and network through collaboration between the two entities. Far 

South desires to collaborate with the RCMDC in order to further perpetuate its charitable mission 

in and around the District, including potentially by partnering with developers on future 

development projects within the District. 

 Under this MOC, Far South’s role would be to assist the RCMDC with fostering 

economic growth within the District by supporting the RCMDC and its partners with various 

initiatives and programs as described herein and/or agreed by the parties hereafter.  RCMDC 

agrees to collaborate with Far South as RCMDC’s exclusive non-profit development partner with 

respect to the development of the District, including introducing Far South to developers 

exploring the possibility of engaging in projects in the District in order to allow Far South and 

such developers to explore the potential benefits (whether financing or otherwise) of 

collaboration. 

III.  Effective Date/Duration/Termination 

 

 This MOU is at-will and may be modified by mutual consent of authorized officials from 

Far South and the RCMDC. This MOU shall become effective upon signature by the authorized 

officials from the Far South and the RCMDC and will remain in effect until modified or 

terminated by any one of the parties by written notice to the other party.  

 

IV.  Commitment of Far South. 

 

 Far South acknowledges and agrees that a collaborative relationship with the RCMDC 

will benefit Far South in further perpetuating its charitable mission. Therefore, Far South agrees 

to assist the RCMDC with fostering economic development and growth in the District by 

agreeing to provide the following: 

 

(a) Far South will work with potential developers in the District to identify opportunities for 

collaboration, including with respect to the financing of beneficial development projects, 

and will, where appropriate, collaborate with such parties to facilitate beneficial 

development in the District. 

(b) Far South will act as a community liaison for the RCMDC and developers within the 

District, leveraging its network, connections, and experience within the community to 

seek to amicably resolve any disputes.  

(c) Far South will act as an independent third party convener that brings institutions and 

individuals together around common needs, goals, and themes for the District which will 

be identified in collaboration with the RCMDC; 

(d) Far South will consult with and provide recommendations to the RCMDC regarding 

potential resources among local stakeholders in the District; 



(e) Far South will help develop and encourage relationships between the RCMDC and 

various real estate resources and health-care and medical enterprises in Far South’s 

network; and 

(f) Far South will provide entrants in the District and the RCMDC’s stakeholders with 

business services support through Far South’s Neighborhood Development Center. 

 

V.  Acceptance and Acknowledgements of the RCMDC 

 

 The RCMDC acknowledges and agrees that a collaborative relationship with Far South 

will benefit the RCMDC in further perpetuating its mission and general purposes as set forth in 

70 ILCS 935/5 and 70 ILCS 935/10. As such, the RCMDC agrees to the following: 

 

(a) The RCMDC accepts and acknowledges the commitment of Far South as set forth in 

Section IV above; 

(b) The RCMDC will work with Far South as its exclusive non-profit development partner, 

including introducing Far South to potential developers of projects within and around the 

within the District, for the purpose of allowing Far South and such developers to explore 

potential joint ventures and/or other beneficial collaborations; 

(c) The RCMDC will allow a representative of Far South to attend meetings of the board of 

the RCMDC in an advisory role to ensure that Far South is kept abreast of and is best 

able to support the RCMDC’s development initiatives; and 

(d) The RCMDC agrees to further discuss with Far South other potential projects and 

initiatives within the District that can either be implemented or supervised by Far South.  

 

VI.  Funding. 

 

 This is not a commitment of monetary funds from Far South to RCMDC.  Pursuant to its 

powers under 70 ILCS 935/15 and 70 ILCS 935/35, the RCMDC will remain responsible for 

obtaining any and all funding for its programs and initiatives.  

  

VII. Joint Responsibilities for Communications and Working Relationship. 

 

 The parties agree to the following joint responsibilities: 

 

1) Far South and the RCMDC will identify a key contact person (the “Key Contact”) for each 

organization that will serve as the main point of contact between the two organizations.  

2) The Key Contacts will maintain frequent communication to facilitate cooperation between 

Far South and the RCMDC under this MOU. 

3) The Key Contacts will work together to discuss and determine the best way to accomplish 

the commitments set forth in sections IV and V above. 

4) The Key Contacts will work together to identify other potential opportunities for Far South 

and the RCMDC to further collaborate.  

 

IX.  Further Assurances. 

 

1) Each party has all requisite power and authority to execute this MOU. 



2) Each party agrees to be bound to every statement and assurance made by the lead applicant in 

the application. 

 

X. Modifications 

 

 This MOU may be amended only by a written agreement signed by an authorized 

officials from Far South and the RCMDC. 

 

XI.  Governing Law. 

 

 This MOU shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 

Illinois. 

 

 IN WITNESS THEREOF, Far South and the RCMDC caused this Memorandum of 

Understanding to be executed by their authorized representatives on this 4th day of November, 

2017. 

 

FAR SOUTH CDC 

 

 

 

By: _______________________________ 

Name: _____________________________ 

Its: ________________________________ 

ROSELAND MEDICAL DISTRICT  

COMMISSION 

 
 
By: _______________________________ 

Name: _____________________________ 

Its: ________________________________ 
 

Abraham D. Lacy

fscdc-staff
Typewritten text
Abraham D. Lacy

fscdc-staff
Typewritten text
Executive Director

fscdc-staff
Typewritten text
Chairman

fscdc-staff
Typewritten text
William Towns









 
 

Local Technical Assistance Project Scope:  
Far South CDC/Roseland Medical District Existing Conditions Report  

The following is a proposed outline of steps to develop an existing conditions report for an area 
on the far south side of the City of Chicago, centered on 111th Street corridor and the Roseland 
Medical District as part of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s (CMAP) Local 
Technical Assistance (LTA) program. Through this program, CMAP will provide staff 
assistance to complete the existing conditions report, which can be used for subsequent 
transportation and land use planning and improvement efforts by the project sponsor and its 
partners.  
 
Approximate time 
The following scope of work is designed to be completed in approximately 12 months; however, 
the timeline can change as the project progresses. The remainder of this document describes the 
schedule and timeline in more detail.  
 
Area of Focus 
The existing conditions report will focus on the 111th Street corridor with emphasis on the 
Roseland Medical District. The area of focus also includes some portions of the commercial 
shopping districts along Michigan Avenue and Halsted Street. This study area is bounded 109th 
Street to the north; 113th Street to the south; Halsted Street to the west; and Michigan Avenue to 
the east.  
 
Deliverables 
The final deliverable of this project will be an existing conditions report, including assessments 
of mobility, land use, and development potential, as well as community engagement and 
visioning. Once approved, this report will be used to determine planning priorities for the 
Roseland Medical District in an effort to direct further transportation, land use, and economic 
development planning resources to the community in the future.  
 
Community Engagement 
A primary goal of all CMAP projects is to elevate community engagement in planning – 
particularly focusing on engaging populations that are typically underrepresented in previous 
planning processes. The outreach strategy proposed below outlines the goals and methods for 
the public participation to better inform development of project deliverables.  
 
Proposed Tasks 
Step 1: Pre-kickoff work 
The first step in the planning process is designed to introduce the project to Far South CDC 
leadership. This will necessitate one or more in-person meetings and additional communication 
between CMAP and Far South CDC staff. CMAP will also be seeking support and commitment 
from the CDC Board to actively participate in this important planning activity. To formalize the 



 

arrangement between CMAP and the project sponsor, the sponsor (staff or board) will need to 
sign a memorandum of understanding (MOU) provided by CMAP expressing support for the 
project. The MOU is necessary prior to project initiation. CMAP also recommends the CDC 
Board pass a resolution in support of the project, however, acknowledgement via the MOU is 
also sufficient.  

 
Step 2: Existing conditions research  
In step two, CMAP staff will conduct a thorough review of current plans, studies, and reports, 
as well as research and analyze existing conditions data and information. The review of current 
plans and studies may include meetings with the lead agency involved in each study to learn 
about the process used to create the study, the recommendations and outcomes of the study, 
and to learn what recommendations may be carried forward in the creation of the existing 
conditions report to build upon the work that has already been completed in the community.  
This step will also include an assessment of market potential, conditions, and trends for the area 
with respect to employment and economic development challenges and opportunities along 
111th Street. The analysis will be accomplished through data analysis and interviews. Far South 
CDC may be asked to make contact with relevant stakeholders to participate in this step.  
 
Step 3: Stakeholder interviews 
Step three will focus on gathering input about the community’s past, present, and future 
planning priorities. CMAP will conduct interviews with Far South CDC’s executive director, 
Board, staff, members of Roseland Hospital and Medical District boards, respective 
transportation agencies, and other relevant stakeholders who are critical to the future 
development of the corridor.  
 
Step 4: Draft report 
Based upon existing conditions research, the stakeholder interviews, and market analysis, a 
draft existing conditions report will be prepared.  This report will describe current conditions in 
the area, and look at how things have changed in recent years. It will synthesize information 
gathered through stakeholder input and analysis of data. Once complete, the draft report will 
be presented to the Far South CDC Board and staff for input. The existing conditions report will 
likely include the following sections:  
 

• Community profile. A brief overview, demographics, and history of the 111th Street 
Corridor and the Roseland Medical District, including summaries of past planning 
efforts. 

• Summary of interviews / input from stakeholders. 
• Mobility. This section will cover transportation options and infrastructure, ridership 

trends, and related information. Walkability, biking, driving, and parking will also 
be discussed. Recognizing the importance of regional mobility, transit routes and 
destinations beyond the boundaries of this study area will be evaluated including 
new developments for CTA’s new 95th Street Red Line station and possible rail 
service extension south to 130th Street. 

• Land use and development. This section will present information on current land 
use along 111th Street corridor, including retail/commercial, institutional, and 
residential.  

• Economic development and market analysis. This section will analyze current 
economic and market conditions along the 111th Street corridor around the Roseland 



 

Medical District, including topics such as retail leakage, current gaps, recent 
development, and market trends. It will use Census data, City records on businesses 
and vacancy rates, and other data sources.  

• Other issues of community interest. The existing conditions report should reflect 
community input into the most pressing issues facing the neighborhood, even if 
those issues are outside the scope of future planning processes. For example, many 
communities wish to discuss education, crime and safety, and other topics outside 
CMAP’s expertise. The report will engage these issues in the context of their 
relationship to transportation, land use, and the built environment, and will 
acknowledge and examine the importance of these issues to the community. 

• Recommendations 
• Next steps 

 
Deliverables: A draft existing conditions report for review. 
 
Step 6: Report adoption 
CMAP anticipates that the Far South CDC Board will approve and/or adopt the existing 
conditions report. 
 
Deliverables: A finalized existing conditions report for acceptance and adoption by the Far South CDC 
Board. 
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Red Line Extension receives $1.48M FTA grant
The CTA’s proposed Red Line Extension (RLE) project received a $1.48 million grant through FTA’s Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Planning for

comprehensive local planning efforts. Comprehensive planning funded through the program will examine ways to improve economic development and ridership, foster

multimodal connectivity and accessibility, improve transit access for pedestrian and bicycle traffic, engage the private sector, identify infrastructure needs, and enable mixed-

use development along the RLE corridor.

FTA news release

Red Line Extension Program Manager
Chicago Transit Board approved the award of RLE Program Management Contract to HNTB Corp. The Program Manager will oversee final environmental review and

preliminary engineering work necessary to ultimately seek federal funding for the project.

CTA news release

 

Public Open House Scheduled for the Red Line Extension Preferred Alignment
CTA hosted a public open house on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory Academy to provide information on the Preferred Alignment for

the RLE Project. The meeting location was ADA compliant and accessible by public transit.

This meeting was conducted in an open house format. CTA welcomed comments and feedback about the Preferred Alignment and potential impacts.

View the exhibit boards 

CTA Selects a Preferred Alignment for Red Line Extension
In fall 2016, CTA published a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and held a public hearing on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at St. John Missionary Baptist Church to

obtain comments on the benefits and impacts of two options that were under consideration for the Red Line Extension (RLE) Project alignment—the East Option and the West

Option. Based on public feedback and additional project planning and engineering work conducted over the last year, CTA has selected a Preferred Alignment. The Preferred

Alignment is a combination of the previously presented Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) East and West Options and would run along the west side of the Union Pacific Railroad

tracks from I-57 south to approximately 108th Place, then would cross the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and run along the east side of the tracks until crossing the Metra

Electric tracks near 119th Street and continuing south to 130th Street. (See the project map.)

This Preferred Alignment would capture the benefits and minimize the impacts of either option and incorporates the public and agency feedback received on the Draft EIS.

The Preferred Alignment would have fewer impacts than either the East or West Options. It would affect fewer residences than the East Option, and fewer businesses and

jobs than the West Option. Noise and vibration impacts would not be greater than those anticipated under either the East or West Option. (See news release.)

September 2017 Newsletter
English PDF

PDF en español

Mayor Emanuel and CTA announce $75 million investment in Red Line extension
On November 27, 2016, Mayor Emanuel and CTA announced that the CTA Board approved an amendment to its FY2016-FY2020 Capital Improvement Plan to include $75

million in funding for the Red Line Extension (RLE) Project, a plan to extend Red Line rail service to 130th Street from 95th Street that includes four new rail stations on

Chicago’s Far South Side. (See the full press release)

 

Draft EIS
CTA and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) prepared a Draft EIS based on the technical analysis of impacts of the alternatives. The Draft EIS documents the benefits

and impacts of the alternatives under consideration, which includes impacts to parks and wetlands.

The Draft EIS is available here.

Draft EIS public hearing and comments

 

CTA hosted a public hearing on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at St. John Missionary Baptist Church to provide information about the Draft EIS and solicit comments from the

public. The meeting location was ADA compliant and accessible by public transit.

This meeting was conducted in an open house format. The public was invited to provide comments on the Draft EIS either verbally to a court reporter or in writing during the

public hearing.

Comments on the Draft EIS were accepted from October 6 to November 30, 2016, and CTA thanks everyone who submitted a comment. The Federal Transit

Whats New

https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/federal-transit-administration-announces-166-million-improve-transit-access-selected
https://www.transitchicago.com/cta-moves-forward-with-major-red-line-projects-red-and-purple-modernization-phase-one-and-red-line-extension/?CategoryId=2&pg=2
https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/RLE_Open_House_Exhibit_Boards_20180213.pdf
https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/RLEProjectMap.pdf
https://www.transitchicago.com/mayor-emanuel-and-cta-announce-preferred-alignment-for-red-line-extension-to-130th-street/
https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/RLE_Sept_2017_Newsletter_Web.pdf
https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/RLE_Sept_2017_Newsletter_Web_Spanish.pdf
https://www.transitchicago.com/mayor-emanuel-and-cta-announce-75-million-investment-in-red-line-extension/
https://www.transitchicago.com/redeis/drafteis/
https://www.transitchicago.com/redeis
fscdc-staff
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Special Service Area #71 (SSA#71) 
 
Special Service Area 71 (SSA) works to make the Roseland business corridor   
a neighborhood where people wish to live, linger, and long to return. SSA's are a funding 
mechanism to raise money for services to a designated mixed-use area through a property tax 
levy, to supplement City services. The Calumet Area Industrial Commission is the Sole Service 
Provider for SSA 71, which was established in January 01, 2017.  It manages SSA-funded 
programs under the oversight of the SSA 71 Board of Commissioners. SSA 71 Commission 
meetings are open to the public. View our 2017 Service Provider Agreement (PDF).  For more 
information about SSA's, please visit the City of Chicago's website here. 
 
SSA 71's services include: 
 
Maintaining clean and attractive sidewalks 
Enhancing the neighborhood's streets with landscaping 
Facade Improvement Program 
Business recruitment and vacancy tracking 
Holiday decorations 
Community events and programming 
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Neighborhood Opportunity Fund – Chicago (NOF) 
 
In 2016, Mayor Rahm Emanuel implemented reforms to the City’s Zoning Code to ensure that the 
growth of downtown drives equitable development throughout the City. These changes leverage 
new development in and around the Loop to generate funds that will catalyze investment on 
Chicago’s West, Southwest and South Sides. 
 
The Neighborhood Opportunity Fund receives funds from that downtown development to support 
commercial corridors in Chicago’s underserved neighborhoods. Business and property owners 
may apply for grant funding that will pay for the development or rehabilitation of real estate and 
projects that support new or expanding businesses or cultural assets. 
 
See attached NOF Presentation. 
 
Federal Opportunity Zones – Chicago 
 
The State of Illinois is participating in the 
Opportunity Zone program, offered through the 
Tax Cuts and Job Act signed into law on 
December 22, 2017. 
 
This new federal program encourages private 
investment in low-income communities by 
offering tax incentives for qualified investors, 
and state governments are responsible for 
making Opportunity Zone tract selections. 
 
The City of Chicago has recommended to the 
State a total of 133 census tracts within the City 
limits, which is the pro-rata share of the City’s 
low-income census tracts across the entire state, as well the Michael Reese Hospital site. 
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107th Street Tax Increment Financing District 
 
The 107th/Halsted district includes 887 acres of commercial and residential properties in portions 
of the Morgan Park and Roseland communities. The district was established to provide resources 
for property rehabilitation, to address foreclosure issues in the area, and to support improvements 
to infrastructure and other public amenities. Other priorities include strengthening the Halsted 
Street commercial district. 
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Small Business Development Center (SBDC) & International Trade Center (ITC) 
 
Illinois Small Business Development Centers are located throughout the state and provide 
information, confidential business guidance, training and other resources to start-up and existing 
small businesses. In 2017, Far South CDC was designated as an Illinois Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) and its business assistance programs are offered in partnership with 
the SBA and the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity. 
 
Starting 2018, the Illinois SBDC International Trade Center (ITC) at Far South CDC will help 
hundreds of Illinois companies take advantage of the potential of the international marketplace. 
The ITC will include specialized assistance to ensure exporters obtain the benefits associated with 
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), including NAFTA. We help manufacturing and service companies 
make the right move at the right time. Services Include: 
 
+ Assessing company readiness to export. 
+ Identifying potential export markets 
+ Identifying potential foreign buyers 
+ Assisting with foreign market entry 
+ Financing & International business planning 
+ Export document training 
+ Trade-lead matching from U.S. 
+ Embassies 
+ Education and networking 
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