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President’s message

Save the date

Moʻolelo. Myth, history,
tradition...story. As we
leave one biennium and
move into the next,
remember that the 
story continues. It will
grow stronger if we 
can understand and 
define our perspectives 
and provide consistent effort. Remember,
your presence is what fills our story. As we
continue to create the story, we must
identify our strengths and embrace our
weaknesses, seek authentic feedback, be a
little dangerous, and always be honest. I am
grateful to be a part of the Hawaii State
Organization DKG story. 

-Stephanie Conching, 
Hawaiʻi State President
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Recommended quarterly reading
Contagious Culture by Anese Cavanaugh 
gives its reader permission to succeed. It 
offers suggestions on how to design your 
leadership practice through 
connectedness, innovation, and 
opportunity. Cavanaugh shares that your 
presence—your energy, attitude, and 
behavior—can influence the culture of a 
team or organization. With practical tools 
and real-world examples, Cavanaugh helps 
readers become more aware of how they 
show up and how to lead authentically. 
One memorable real-world example 
Anese Cavanaugh shares in Contagious 
Culture is what she calls the “George” or 
“Georgette” moment. George and Georgette are the person who stand
at the back of the room with their arms crossed and sullen disposition.
Cavanaugh uses this scenario to illustrate how one person's low “vibe”
can unintentionally sabotage team dynamics—and how becoming
aware of this contagious energy empowers individuals to consciously
“show up” in a more intentional, positive way. It’s a powerful reminder
that leadership isn't just strategy—it's energy.

Zeta Chapter kindly
asks that you save the
day for the 2026 Spring
Convention. More
information to follow.

At the Eta Chapter meeting in February, Kaua’i Mayor Derek Kawakami and
member Heidi Aceret presented sobering information about suicide in
Hawaiʻi. They shared personal stories, current data and trends, as well as tips
for recognizing and talking about suicidal risks. We are so grateful for their
guidance.

In May, Eta awarded scholarships to DKG member Chaterine Hurd and Alysha
Palacio. Congratulations ladies!

-Sarah Iha, Eta

Eta updates

October
2025 

Please save the date
for the Fall Forum at
Windward Community
College. More
information will be
shared in upcoming
August Aloha i ke Akea 
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The 2025 HSO Spring Convention was held on Saturday, April 12, 2025, at
Windward Community College (WCC). There were 90 attendees from 11
chapters. Attendees enjoyed keynote speakers, Designer Nancy Vuu and
WCC Chancellor Adris Eschenberg. Evaluations indicated attendees
enjoyed the welcoming venue of WCC, five breakout sessions, and the
numerous opportunities to meet and connect with members from across
teh state. Over $2,000 was raised at the Country Store.

Participants had high praise for the breakout sessions. They liked the
“AI-Powered Storytelling” session for its hands=on approach and
engaging presenter, “Kupuna Safe Falling Presentation” for its practical
advice, and “iPhone 1.0 Plus,” and “LOKAHI: The Ukulele Collective” for
their fun, informative content. “Punaewele Hawaiʻi” was lauded for
introducing valuable online resources.

Mu Chapter thanks our DKG HSO members for participating and
supporting the 2025 Spring Convention. We look forward to seeing
everyone back at WCC for the Fall Forum in October, hosted by Delta
Chapter.
-Lori Furoyama, Mu

Gamma Chapter
awarded its 2025
Selective Recruitment
Grants in Aid to two
outstanding Maui
County graduating seniors from the class of
2025 pursuing careers in education: Paige
Asato from Baldwin High School and
Kaylynne Evangelista from Maui High School.
The grants recognize graduating seniors who
demonstrate a strong commitment to
education, academic achievement, leadership,
and overall potential for success in the field.

Paige Asato has demonstrated exceptional
leadership and academic talent. Her
achievements include leadership roles in
Cross Country and Track, multiple HHSSA
State qualifications, MVP awards, and
presidency of the National Honor Society and
Japanese Club. The Yale Book Award and
consistent Honor Roll placement highlight her
academic excellence. Asato will attend
George Fox University for Elementary
Education, with plans to teach in Hawaii.

Kaylynne Evangelista has demonstrated
strong leadership through her involvement
with youth groups, dance at King's Maui, and
her contributions to Maui High School and the
Bible Club. Academically, she has excelled,
completing the CTE Pathway in Education,
succeeding in AP Language and Composition,
and achieving honors in Math and English,
leading to her ParaPro Certification and
pursuit of Substitute Certification. She
aspires to earn a Master's in Elementary
Education and return to teach in Maui.
-Cindy Asato-Kochi, Gamma
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2025 HSO DKG Spring Convention

Spring Convention amendments
At the 2025 Spring Convention, the bylaws, as noted in the Aloha i Ke Akea,
for adoption were approved.

What’s next? The HSO will send our amended bylaws to the International
for their endorsement.  Once the international approves of HSO’s Bylaws,
a copy will be sent to chapter presidents by President Ellen Tanoura
(Mu). Chapters should then make changes in Chapter Standing Rules to
align with the State Bylaws.  The State Bylaws committee co-
chairpersons, Sharon Inamine (Mu) and Teresa Duran (Mu), will
support chapters in the process.
-Stephanie Coching, Epsilon

Gamma grants in aid
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We would like to welcome on board our new officers for the next bineeum. 

President: Ellen Tanoura, Mu
1  VP: Zoe Green, Betast

2  VP: Cindy Asato-Kochi, Gammand

Secretary: Teri Tabiolo, Theta
Treasurer: JennyLee Tam Sing, Mu
Executive Secretary: Donna Shiroma, Kappa
Parliamentarian: Katherine Sakuda, Iota

Webmaster: Jennifer Koike, Mu, and Chris Putzulu, Epsilon
Aloha i ke Akea: Carole Mitsuyoshi-Sugai, Kappa, and Lena Kanemori, Kappa
Bylaws: Sharon Inamine, Mu,  and Teresa Duran, Mu
Leadership Development: Mary Miura-Aguinaldo, Iota
Membership: Cindy Asato-Kochi, Gamma
World Fellowship: Rebecca Fries, Eta
Scholarship: Lori Furoyama, Mu
US Forum: Mollie Sperry, Mu
Archives: Robin Awa, Beta
Supporting Early-Career Educators: Gale Ikeda, Delta, and Karen Koles, Delta
Kahauiki Village: Sharon Inamine, Mu
Oahu Coordinating Council President: Epsilon
Oahu Coordinating Council Secretary: Theta
Pioneer Women/Legacy Project: Sandy Taosaka, Rho
SAP: Zoe Green, Beta

We are still seeking members to serve as chairperson of the Music committee. If interested, please reach out to Ellen Tanoura at
ellen.tanoura@gmail.com. Co-chairs are welcomed
-Ellen Tanoura, State President 2025-2027

Welcome new officers
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Delta Chapter’s Dr. Doris Ching recently received the “Outstanding Contribution to Higher Education” Award which was presented
by NASPA (National Association of Student Personnel Administrators) at its 107th annual conference in New Orleans in March
2025. We continue to admire her for her wonderful personality, dedication and hard work! 
-Tammy Ogata, Delta

Delta doings


