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Lake County Lake County State of Illinois United States
Public Schools | Private Schools

# of Public Schools

# of Students in schools 126,347

# of Independent

School Districts 2l

1)

Yo of st.udents 6.8%
statewide

0]

Y% of students 0.95%

nationwide

106 3,845 90,461
12,000
(9.5% of LC 1,844,783 49,600,000
students)
Not Avail. 865 13,000
0.65%
.02% 3.72%

Data based on 2023-2024 NCES Report



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Less standardized data for private schools (most private schools do not report their scores in a uniform statewide system). So, I’ll be explicit about what’s solid data and what’s context.
Data Source: 
From a 2025–26 analysis of test data across all Lake County public schools (K–12): Public School Review
Illinois Schools: 3,845 Public Schools in 865 Districts (2026)
Fast Facts: Back-to-school statistics (372)
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/stt2024/pdf/2024220IL4.pdf?utm_source=copilot.com 
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LAKE COUNTY vs.

Reading & Math Proficiency
2023 - 2024 School Year

ILLINOIS & USA

INSIGHTS

Reading Proficieny

Reading Not
Proficient

Math Proficieny

Math Not Profient

Lake County

37.0%

67.0%

34.0%

66.0%

IWlinois

30.0%

70.0%

27.0%

73.0%

National

30.0%

70.0%

In 2024, reading scores
ranged from 198 — 239, the

national average is 214

* The average math scoreis
241

The reading and math
testing scale is 0-500
The USA average reading
score remains above the
global center point at 500
Globally, 9-10 year olds
lost a year of learning due
to the Pandemic

Lake County has one of
the highest
concentrations of top-
ranked public schools in
Illinois.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Less standardized data for private schools (most private schools do not report their scores in a uniform statewide system). So, I’ll be explicit about what’s solid data and what’s context.

As of 2022, Lake County has 48,000 children under 5 years old


International comparison – PIRLS (9- to 10-year-olds)
PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study) tests 4th graders in reading every 5 years in 50+ countries. Wikipedia+1
Key points from PIRLS 2021: PIRLS 2021+2The Thomas B. Fordham Institute+2
PIRLS 2021 is the first global reading snapshot after COVID-19 school disruptions.
Across countries, average reading achievement fell by about 15 points vs. earlier cycles — roughly a year of learning loss in many systems.
The U.S. 4th-grade average reading score remains above the PIRLS “CenterPoint” of 500, meaning American 9–10-year-olds, on average, still read at or above the international benchmark, but:
Many high-performing systems (e.g., Singapore, parts of Europe and Asia) continue to outscore the U.S.
Two-thirds of participating countries saw declines, showing this is a global issue, not just an American one.






