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Be Encouraged.
Don’t be anxious about anything; rather bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 CEB
“Don’t be anxious about anything.” Thanks, Paul; I’m on it!
Y’all don’t need me to tell you that these are anxious times. I could list a litany of woes we face as a
church and a nation, but I’ll just focus on one – the pandemic. The Coronavirus pandemic, that we
once feared might inconvenience us for six or eight weeks, is now in its sixth month! Please continue
with me in prayer for all who have lost their lives, their loved ones, their good health, and/or their
livelihoods due to Covid-19. I want you all to know that you and your church are very much on my
heart and in my prayers as we navigate this anxious time.
As we enter the new school year, please be in prayer for school children, teachers and staff, and parents; all of whom are having to making difficult decisions and hard choices. We face hard choices in
the church. Just imagine how much more complicated are these decisions in schools and universities. Lord, have mercy.
I offer the following links to give you some encouragement and to brighten your day. Please review
them, share them, and use them to encourage yourself and others.
A Resource for Children from DS Teresa Welborn
https://capitaldistrictumc.org/a-resource-for-children-from-ds-teresa-welborn/?
fbclid=IwAR0XAeclEYaA9xo9wYZEz7l7A3HclaZoXTwHQEtyi-7pEerf6vRVBzq9NrY
A Song of Encouragement from DS Robert Lopez and Family
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6cN4Vzm7X0&feature=youtu.be
You’ll Be Back, a Church Parody
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFduNE4pXAQ
Be encouraged; and may the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe
in Christ Jesus.
Blessings and peace,
Andy

Hurricane Hannah and UMCOR Relief
July 30, 2020
Hurricane Hannah has caused heavy damage in El Valle District
and limited amounts of damage in the Coastal Bend District. The
Rio Texas Disaster Response Ministry began monitoring the situation while Hanna was developing in the Gulf and began supplying UMCOR cleaning kits Sunday
evening as soon as it was possible to safely enter the area. Currently, 975 UMCOR cleaning kits
(flood buckets) and 100 tarps have been delivered from the Martinez Disaster Warehouse in Kerrville. Four thousand UMCOR hygiene kits are being delivered from Kerrville later this week and six
hundred additional cleaning kits are expected from UMCOR Sager Brown next week. Generators
and tools have also been delivered to the area. Most of the supplies have been staged at First UMC
McAllen.
The primary damage was from flooding, but limited wind damage also occurred. The areas where
the most damage occurred were Willacy, Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties. The Disaster Response leadership team headed by Susan Hellums, Roland Pecina, and Whitney Maupin of First
UMC McAllen and Cindy Moore of La Feria UMC have worked tirelessly to assess the damage and
distribute the supplies. Eugene Hileman, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, expressed his
appreciation to the team stating, “The response to any hurricane is difficult but the response to Hurricane Hanna has been especially challenging because of having to deal with COVID-19. We are fortunate to have a group of people with experience and a deep sense of dedication to lead this effort.”
Volunteers are needed very badly but COVID-19 has forced changes in the response to the disaster.
Early Response Teams will only be deployed if they can return home each night. The result is that
there will be very few teams available to deploy. Individuals and church groups near the areas
where the damage occurred are being asked to consider how they can assist with clean-up or other
needs. People volunteering to help with clean-up will receive brief training and necessary tools to do
the work. Contact Cindy Moore at 956-245-5742 or email her at moore4@msn.com if you or your
group can help.
UMCOR has a great many cleaning kits on hand so they are not asking for more to be made. Persons
wanting to help with cleaning kits can assist with verifying kits at the Martinez Disaster Center in
Kerrville. Because of COVID-19, only small “family” groups can be used. Cleaning kits in the warehouse cannot be distributed until they are verified. Several hundred unverified kits are currently in
the Martinez warehouse and are needed as preparation for the next flood in the Conference. Contact
warehouse coordinator Jack Clarke (jack@jdc3.com) to volunteer at the warehouse.
Financial support is badly needed to assist families’ recovery from the damage to their homes because of Hanna. Gifts should be sent to the Rio Texas Conference, 16400 Huebner Rd., San Antonio,
TX 78248. They should be designated for the Rio Texas Conference Disaster Response Fund - ADVANCE #2050.
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Hello everyone! I hope you are all
doing well.
I wanted to remind everyone if
you have anything for the District
Newsletter to please send it to me
by the 25th of each month. We
would like to pass on what our
churches are doing. Thanks!

Amy
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