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A Word from Ken:
With school starting and churches getting ready to restart
children and youth activities, I have a few thoughts. We
all remember “But Jesus said, “Let the little children come
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14 NKJV). I also want to remind
you of, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
walk in truth.” (3 John1:4 NKJV). With all the social distancing that we have had to practice I worry that our children are missing a lot of relationships that make us who
we are, as we age. I was kind of an introverted child
growing up but looking back the children that I went to
church with helped to shape me into who I am today. Children need a safe space to
learn and practice social interactions, especially today when most of their peer interactions are via an electronic device. It is hard to get through a child’s outer shell, but
games are a great way to let them open up. I am not suggesting Red Rover as a social
interaction but there are many activities that are fun but at the same time, safely, let
children express themselves. Our conference website, https://riotexas.org/ and
https://www.umc.org/ have a lot of resources for children’s activities. Also be sure
to reach out to one another and find out what has been working at their churches.
Praying that you all have a great start to this new school year and that you are able to
stay safe while showing God’s love to each other.
Blessings,

Ken
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Camp Awesomeness Rocks! 2020
For the past several years, the Hill Country and West Districts have sponsored a tween camp known as Camp Awesomeness. Early each year, the
Camp Awesomeness Team of Bethany Graham, Celia Halfacre, Leigh
Lloyd and Glenn Luhrs meet to pray, discuss, plan and pull together
Camp Awesomeness.
The year 2020 calls from all of us flexibility and creativity. In early May,
the Camp Awesomeness Team came to realization that holding an inperson camp was not practical or safe for our campers and staff. Suddenly, all of our previous plans and experience meant nothing. We were entering new territory. We asked ourselves, “Can we really do a virtual
camp? What does that look like?” Ultimately, our goal was to find ways
to include what we considered to be the most vital aspects of camp: fellowship, fun, food, Bible study, small groups, crafts, recreation and
Christ Candle.
From May to until literally the very last minute in July, the camp staff
planned and created content to put together a camp experience. The
camp theme for 2020 was ROCKs, Radical Opportunities for Compassion
and Kindness, which allowed us to create content that would work online
and offline. We had online large group and small group time, twice a day, with numerous activities
that the campers could complete at anytime with their families. We uploaded videos of the staff doing all of the activities, so everyone got the most out of their camp experience.
Each camper received a “Camp Awesomeness Rocks Box” filled with all the things they needed for
camp: a t-shirt, craft supplies, snack supplies, a song sheet, science experiment supplies, and a camp
handbook with all the instructions for all the activities.
During our live time, we had fun, laughed, told jokes, watched silly videos, sang silly songs and
worshipful songs, prayed and shared our lives together in community. We praised God and learned
to look for the radical opportunities to show God’s compassion and kindness to those around us.
We asked for and received pictures of
our campers completing their various
camp crafts and activities and shared
them with all of the campers.
On the last day, just like always, we
were sad to see Camp Awesomeness
Rocks 2020 end. Yes, camp was different in 2020! And YES – it was another
powerful experience for campers and
staff alike.
Next year, we hope to return to Slumber Falls, outside of New Braunfels
for Camp Awesomeness 2021.

Calendar:
1
1
8
11
15
16-17
22
29

Coffee with Andy, Zoom, 8:30 a.m.
Concho Country Emmaus Gathering, 6:30 p.m., Sierra Vista UMC
Coffee with Andy, Zoom, 8:30 a.m.
Zoom Webinar with Jozlin
Coffee with Andy, Zoom, 8:30 a.m.
Cabinet Meeting
Coffee with Andy, Zoom, 8:30 a.m.
Coffee with Andy, Zoom, 8:30 a.m.

Special Date to Remember:
October 3, 2020 Rio Texas Annual Conference
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