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Biography

Solo acoustic guitarist, electric blues 
rocker, and composer Southside 
Denny was born and raised in South 
Bend, Indiana. He began gigging 
while still in high school, and by the 
mid-1980s, he was playing through-
out the midwestern United States 
and in parts of Canada while build-
ing a solid reputation in the Chicago 
and Michiana-area blues scene.

In the early 1990s, Denny earned a 
regular gig at Buddy Guy’s Legends, 
in Chicago, and also performed 
regularly with Luther Allison, Sugar 
Blue, and Pinetop Perkins. During 
this period, he expanded his reach, 
appearing as an opening act for a 
Who’s Who of Chicago blues acts 
that included Ray Charles, Lonnie 
Mack, Buddy Guy, Albert Collins, 
Stevie Ray Vaughn, and Taj Mahal. 
He also shared the stage with many 
legendary rockers including The 
Beach Boys, John Fogerty, Edgar 
Winter, BTO, Three Dog Night, and 
Styxx.

In 1999, Denny was the second re-
cipient to receive the Ole Harv Award 
for lifetime promotion of blues music 
in the Michiana area. A year later, he 
represented the State of Indiana at 
the International Blues Challenge in 
Memphis. In 2008, he captured third 
place at the Montréal Grand Prix de 
la Guitare.

Having lived most of his life in South 
Bend–he lived briefly in Chicago, 
and in Phoenix, Arizona–in 2007, 
he relocated to Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada. He has since performed at 
the International Festival du Jazz de 
Montréal, the International Festival 
du blues de Mont Tremblant, River-
front Blues, Trois Rivières en Blues, 
and other venues.

In 2019, Chicago label Blujazz Re-
cords reissued Denny’s Rollin’ 
Home album. His latest album, Heal 
It, was released in May 2024. He is 
now working on his tenth album as 
he continues to play on both sides 
of the border.



Denny’s playing has matured and 
grown consistently more interest-
ing. There’s a buttery sweetness 
to his playing on the acoustic 
guitar, whether he’s doing a driv-
ing primal blues, or something 
more rhapsodic. One minute he’s 
sounding polyrhythmic and tribal 
and the next he’s delicately pick-
ing an evocative bliss-filled in-
strumental – tunefully reassuring 
us using grace notes, brief slides, 
and harmonics to send out an in-
tensely hopeful message. It’s clear 
he used the pandemic to perfect 
his technique on the acoustic gui-
tar and his use of the instruments 
dynamics are just phenomenal.
-	 George Schricker,  

Director of the Wild Rose  
Moon in Plymouth, Indiana

If you listen to Southside Denny 
Snyder, you’ll dig deep down to 
the roots of the Blues. He took 
the Blues from the past, gave him 
some new, modern clothes and let 
him live right between us, where he 
should be, like a long time missed 
friend.
-	 Erhard Albrecht,  

Radio Weser.TV 90.7 MHz, 
Bremerhaven Germany

Ray Charles  
Stevie Ray Vaughan 
Styxx
Buddy Guy 
Bachman-Turner Overdrive	
Luther Allison 
The Beach Boys 
Edgar Winter
Lonnie Mack  
Three Dog Night		

Sugar Blue 
Luther Allison
John Fogerty 
Pinetop Perkins

Quotes

Denny has been opening act for

Denny has performed on stage with

He plays with good air between 
the notes and restraint, even when 
he plays with abandon.
-	 Steve Jones,  

Blues Blast Magazine

Denny is like taking a look at the 
blues of yesteryear, but with a 
modern punch. He is at home with 
an acoustic for some poignant 
Blues as he does with an electric 
belting out great Chicago tunes. 
His writing is refreshingly modern, 
yet still gives the air of reminis-
cence.
-	 Dave Barker, Dave’s Blues Mix. 

- Star FM Community Radio, 
Tasmania, Australia. 

Je n’en connais peu d’autre ici 
comme lui... Denny propose plus-
iers instrumentaux savants en 
guise de clins d’oeil aux grands 
maîtres...électroacoustiques et 
totalement électriques où se ren-
contrent avec harmonie, dextérité 
et passion.
-	 Dan Berhman - Son & Image

Taj Mahal
George Thorogood
Albert Collins 
Koko Taylor 
Legendary Blues Band
Lonnie Brooks
Bernard Allison 
Johnny Copeland		
The Kenzie Report
Magic Slim

Good energy, nice raw guitar…the 
kind of distortion I like…
-	 Bruce Iglauer, President of  

Alligator Records, Chicago

Full Circle is a fabulous collection 
of styles and guitar playing. Great 
blues tracks like Perfectionist 
Blues alongside the moody slide 
of Lac Echo or the wonderful fin-
gerpicking of Nothin’ Doin’ and 
City Slicker. I shall look forward 
to playing some of this on future 
shows.
-	 Ashwyn Smyth - Digital Blues 

Gateway, United Kingdom

…although he shares in common 
with other Indiana blues artists 
a Chicago-based sound, his is 
not of the usual generic 1950’s…
shows far more identity to the so-
phisticated urbanity of Buddy Guy 
than to SRV- a most refreshing ap-
proach…He gets down, that’s all 
there is to it.
-	 George Fish - Nuvo magazine, 

Indianapolis 

Son Seals
Honey Boy Edwards
Luther Johnson
Rod Piazza and the Mighty Flyers	
Fenton Robinson
Guy Davis
Martin Deschamps
		

Larry McCray
Lefty Diz
Duke Tumatoe



Full Circle, an 8th album  
for Southside Denny Snyder
2011
[This article is a translation from French to English.]

Slidin’ 
Wild Rose Moon in Plymouth, Indiana 
November 13th, 2021
Southside Denny performs Slidin’ solo acoustic. Spe-
cial thanks to George Schricker,  Jim Yocom, and Nate 
Butler.
https://youtu.be/AmI7hASeSsU

Cornfield Gringo
Wild Rose Moon in Plymouth, Indiana 
November 13th, 2021
Southside Denny performs Cornfield Gringo live. Spe-
cial thanks to George Schricker, Jim Yocom and Nate 
Butler.
https://youtu.be/iWtAAs7lqjg

Exceptional guitarist « Southside » 
Denny Snyder will present his new 
album at Repentigny City Hall on 
Sunday, March 29 at 14:30. The 
show will be hosted by Dan Behr-
man, host of the Friday Blues Show 
at Espace Musique de Radio-Can-
ada.

Leaving the United States for Que-
bec which he loves, Denny has come 
to settle in Repentigny. His talent 

has attracted the attention of sever-
al managers including the Montreal 
Blues Society who will be present at 
the event. This recognition from the 
industry actually encouraged Denny 
to record his first Quebec produc-
tion Full Circle, which includes ev-
erything Denny likes to play: instru-
mental music, solo or accompanied 
songs.

Several musicians will accompany 
Denny on stage, including Lindsay 
Pugh from Sault-Ste-Marie on bass, 
Simon Meilleur from Montreal on 
drums, as well as harmonica player 
Rick L. Blues, a well-known musi-

Videos

Articles

cian in Quebec. In addition, we will 
have the pleasure of hearing Denny 
sing in duo with his young daughter 
Lorrie.

From electric to acoustic, it’s a mu-
sical journey that is offered to you in 
the company of this urban legend in 
his hometown of South Bend, near 
Chicago. Come discover a great 
blues artist, now from Quebec, « 
Southside » Denny Snyder. For more 
information: www.dennysnyder.com 
or Denny Snyder Music Salon at 
450-470-1117. Free entry.

https://youtu.be/AmI7hASeSsU
https://youtu.be/iWtAAs7lqjg
https://youtu.be/AmI7hASeSsU
https://youtu.be/iWtAAs7lqjg
https://youtu.be/AmI7hASeSsU
https://youtu.be/iWtAAs7lqjg


The First Edition of  
LA BLUES*BOUFFE DE FARNHAM
2007
[This article is a translation from French to English.]

The first edition of La Blues*Bouffe de Farnham took 
place under a blue sky wrapped in thick, fluffy cumu-
lus clouds, just like a good blues tune that alternate-
ly soothes and gets you dancing when the sun breaks 
through. The some 400 people who attended were treat-
ed to Southside Denny at his best, playing an electrify-
ing acoustic blues. Such mastery of his instrument can 
only come from passion, love, and a long road paved 
with influences gathered along the way in a career that 
began in Indiana, then Chicago, and eventually led him 
here out of love for a beautiful Quebec woman. Anoth-

er reason why we can claim that Quebec women are 
the most interesting on this planet. Keeping a festival 
crowd engaged with an acoustic guitar requires nerve, 
daring, and a healthy dose of coolheadedness, three 
qualities that Southside Denny has in abundance, as 
he served up only original compositions from a rep-
ertoire that seemed both varied and endless. A name 
to remember for those who would like to take a guitar 
course from an excellent passionate pedagogue.*
Jean Sicotte
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