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 Ashe Baptist Association 140th Annual Meeting:                                         

Faithful Through the Storm — United for Mission 

The year 2026 marks a special milestone for the Ashe Baptist Association as we gather for our 140th 

Annual Meeting. For 140 years, churches across the Blue Ridge Mountains of Ashe County have 

come together to worship, encourage one another, and serve our Lord Jesus Christ through 

cooperative ministry. This year’s theme, “Faithful Through the Storm — United for Mission,” 

reminds us of God’s faithfulness through every season of life and ministry. Our theme verse comes 

from 1 Corinthians 15:58"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

“These words speak to who we are as an association of churches. Through storms, challenges, and 

changes, God has continued to guide His people. Whether facing natural disasters, community needs, 

or the challenges of reaching people with the Gospel, our churches remain steadfast and united in the 

mission God has given us. The 2026 Annual Meeting will bring together our 44 churches throughout 

the Blue Ridge Mountains for a time of worship, fellowship, and encouragement. The meeting will be 

held over two days, with Midway Baptist Church hosting on Friday, August 21 beginning at 2:00 and 

Mission Home Baptist Church hosting on Saturday beginning at 9:00. The Annual Meeting is always 

a special time in the life of our association. It is more than a business gathering—it is a family reunion 

of churches. We come together to hear powerful sermons, lift our voices in singing, spend time in 

prayer, receive reports from our churches and ministries, and enjoy meals together around the table. 

These moments remind us that we are stronger when we work together for the Kingdom of God. We 

will celebrate what God has done through our churches and look forward to what He will do in the days 

ahead. Every report shared, every song sung, every prayer offered, and every meal enjoyed together is 

a reminder that our labor for the Lord is never in vain. As we look toward the future, we are seeking 

two churches to host the 2027 Ashe Baptist Association Annual Meeting. Hosting the Annual 

Meeting is a wonderful opportunity to welcome sister churches, share fellowship, and be a part of the 

ongoing ministry of our association. How long has it been since the church you attend hosted the 

Annual Meeting? Could God be leading your church to open its doors and serve in this special way? If 

the church you attend is interested or would like more information, please contact the Ashe Baptist 

Association Office or the Preacher Place Committee. We would be glad to answer questions and 

help you learn more about what is involved. As we celebrate 140 years of ministry together, may we 

continue to be “Faithful Through the Storm — United for Mission,” trusting that God will lead us 

forward as we remain steadfast, unmovable, and always abounding in His work. 

                                                         Your Servant, David                                                      

2026 

August  



Greetings in the name of our precious Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ ! 
 
“ Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the 
womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 
man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath 
his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they 
shall speak with the enemies in the gate.“ - Psalm 127:3-5 
 
We often hear the old adage, “Children are the future of the 
church.” What a profound, yet obvious statement! How do we 
get them prepared for the church? We “train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it (Proverb 22:6).” It is neither easy, nor is it for the faint of 
heart. Raising children in the ways of the Lord is challenging 
these days, but as Christian parents, we must do this in order 
for our faith to be revealed in the world, and to continue to be 
shown to a lost and dying world. 
 
School is rapidly approaching. What tools will we send with 
our children? Pencils, pens, paper, calculators, lunch money? 
All these things, but the most important thing we can give 
them is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This month, as we do 
every day, we lift our children up to the Lord for protection and 
for wisdom in God’s truths. We lift up our teachers and school 
employees to be blessed, but especially to know the Lord. Let 
us continue to pray for our kids, and let us continue to walk in 
the Lord’s paths so our children will see Jesus in our lives. 
 
This month, our needs at Ashe Really Cares are: 

● Canned Green Beans 

● Ramen Noodles 

● Grape Jelly and/or Strawberry Jam 

● Mac-n-Cheese 

● Small and Medium Sized Men’s Shirts and Pants 

● Linens (towels, washcloths and bedsheets) 

● Deodorant 

● Fresh vegetables from your garden 
 
Ashe Really Cares assisted in food care for 499 individuals in 
June and 625 individuals for clothing. Praise the Lord! 
 
Remember, God is good….. All the time!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
Billy Norris 
Director, ARC 
Faith Health Connector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ashe Really Cares 
336-846-5234 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2                                            B– Rev. John Elledge 

August 3                                   B– Rev. Lonnie Carpenter 

August 3                                             B– Mrs. Joyce Jones 

August 8                             B– Rev. Jonathan Stansberry 

August 9                                           B– Rev. Lonnie Jones 

August 11                       A-Rev. & Mrs. Danny J. Farmer 

August 16                  A– Rev. & Mrs. Johnny Goodman 

August 18             A– Rev. & Mrs. Jonathan Stansberry 

August 20                                         B– Mrs. Shelia Miller  

August 22                                        B– Mr. Donnie Houck 

August 22                                 A– Rev. & Mrs. Dale Ring  

August 27                          A– Rev. & Mrs. Roger Blevins  

August 28                                                 B– Mr. Dan Bare 

August 29                                       B– Rev. Roger Blevins 

August 29                                   B– Rev. Billy Joe Blevins                   

 

GOOD SOIL MINISTRY would like to remind       

everyone that we accept your used  literature and other     

materials monthly at Ashe Really Cares. This literature goes 

out all over the world  to assist in aiding those you are 

spiritually orphaned.  We do appreciate your support with this 

mission. 

 

Ashe Baptist Association 
would like to thank our sponsors  

     for the Ashe Baptist News heard on WKSK  

  each Saturday and on SoundCloud on the Web.                       

 

Randy Marion Ford West Jefferson 
Randy Marion Chevrolet - West Jefferson 

        Josh Harrold, General Manager  
                        

Tri-County Paving                                          
Lucian and Patricia Jordan                                                                                              

 
Tri County Monuments                                  
Mike and Lisa Peters    

                           
 Riverside Excavation & Grading LLC 

Shepherds Collision & Repair 
Sam & Victoria Shepherd 



COME AND PRAY WITH THE 
HOPE FOR THE MOUNTAINS 

PRAYER TEAM 
 EACH TUESDAY  8:00 AM 

MIDWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME ! 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

We want to CELEBRATE with you and share the 
GOOD NEWS when exciting things are happening at 
the church you attend!  Please send articles,          
pictures or flyers to our e-mail address at:  

ashebaptist@gmail.com, and we will announce on 
our WKSK weekly radio show, post on the events 
page of our website, ashebaptist.org, and on our 
Facebook Page, in addition to printing in this  
monthly newsletter  publication that is  posted in 
color on the website and mailed to 580+ folks in 
Ashe Co., all across NC, and neighboring states!  As 
you set dates for church events, Special Singings, 
Revivals, or Speakers, let us know!  You must     
submit articles for the Newsletter NO LATER THAN 
the 20th of each month in order for them to          
appear in the next month’s publication. 

 
ASHE BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICE  

Rev. David Blackburn, DOM 
 Mrs. Debbie Miller, ABA Ministry Assistant                

 phone: 336-846-5631  email: ashebaptist@gmail.com       
 

ASHE REALLY CARES STAFF 
   Mr. Billy Norris, Ashe Really Cares Director   

Mrs. Dana Phillips, Assistant Director   
phone: 336-846-5234 email: ashereallycares@gmail.com                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rev. David Blackburn, AMS presents Rev. Steve 
LeaShomb, Pastor at Midway with a Award of 
Excellence leading Ashe Baptist Association with 
their offering to the NC Baptist Mission Offering.   

Thank you Pastor LeaShomb & Midway Baptist. 



Ashe Baptist Associational Executive Committee Meeting was held on Thursday, July 9th at Laurel Knob Baptist 

Church in Todd.  There were 12 churches represented and 24 representatives in attendance.  Our next meeting will 

be October 8th at North Beaver Baptist. 



Visit: ncbaptist.org/events/womens-conference 

 

Visit: ncbaptist.org for more information 



Thank you Volunteers from Hephzibah Baptist Church in Princeton, NC for coming to help 

clean up the campground in July!!!    The campground looks beautiful!!! 

 And after a hard day’s work a delicious meal prepared by the ladies of Hephzibah Baptist Church for all to enjoy! 

Thank you!    Thank you!!     Thank you!!! 



Bald Mountain Baptist Church paid a visit to Ashe Really Cares with their Food 

Truck to serve lunch to Ashe Really Cares neighbors, friends and community on 

Tuesday, July 14th!!!  Youth from the church came to do some volunteer work at 

Ashe Really Cares also!!!! Thank you Bald Mountain Baptist, the Youth, Pastor 

John Elledge and Youth Pastor Joshua Dellinger!  We appreciate you! 

Ashe Baptist Campground mowing schedule for august & september               

August 8—       TBD                          august 22– mission home baptist 

September 5— New river Baptist   September 19– liberty grove baptist 

Pleasant Home Baptist                         
recently elected Rev. Arvill Scott as their pastor.  
We look forward to working with Pastor Arvill 

Scott and Pleasant Home Baptist. 

Orion Baptist -Outstanding VBS –2025! 
Rev. David Blackburn, AMS presented Mrs. 

Stephanie McClure with the Award. 



 

 Bald Mountain Baptist -Come join us! Sunday School- 9 am and Worship Service -10 am. Wednesday       
night services are at 6:30 pm. Pastor, Rev. John Elledge welcomes you to attend.                                            
 
Big Flatts Baptist– welcomes you each Sunday 10 am for Sunday School & 11 am Worship. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 6:30 pm Choir practice. Classes for all ages! Pastor Darien South 
 
Farmer’s Memorial Baptist– Special Singing August 1st—6 pm-with Mountain Fellowship Gospel 
Singers. Pastor, Rev. Tim Greer & the congregation invite everyone to attend. 
 
Healings Springs Baptist -announces Decoration on Sunday, August 2 at 10:00. There will be a short 
service at 10:30 by Rev. Kevin Jones and then at 11:00 Regular Worship Service in the church, Speaker 
will be AMS David Blackburn. Rev. Kevin Jones and the congregation invite all members, former 
members and friends to attend. 
 
Little Helton Baptist– will have a Special Singing Service on August 29th– 6pm featuring Bill Greer & 
Family. Rev. Tyler Dillard & the congregation invite you to attend. 
 
North Beaver Baptist-Sunday School classes for all ages starts at 10:00, with Children’s Church and 
Worship Services starting at 11:00—Bible Study and Prayer Service Wednesday evenings at 6:30, for 
more information, contact us at 336-698-6396, email at mjtilley@gmail.com or www.northbeaver.org, 
Facebook & YouTube @northbeaverbaptistchurch                                                                                                                                                
Pastor Matthew Tilley will be preaching a new series, “Jesus: Rescuer:-June 7, — September 27, 2026. 
August 2, 2026: Mark 2:1-12 | Bring the pieces to Jesus                                                                                     
August 9, 2026: Mark 2:13-17 | Some don't need rescuing                                                                      
August 16, 2026: Mark 2:18-22 | Jesus’ rescue makes you fully new                                                                     
August 23, 2026: Mark 2:23-28 | Jesus doesn’t need your help                                                                           
August 30, 2026: Mark 3:1-6 | The priorities of the Rescuer                                                                       
Pastor Matthew Tilley and congregation invite you to come and worship at North Beaver Baptist Church. 

Old Fields Baptist - Homecoming-Sunday– August 2, 10:30 am with Music by the Fairchild Sister’s &  
their dad, Bill. Chris Brooks will be providing music & singing. Pastor Cory Halsey will share the message. 
Food & Fellowship after the service. Pastor Cory Halsey and congregation welcome everyone. 
 
Orion Baptist—Homecoming, August 2, at 10:30 with Rev. Lawrence Goodman speaking.  A fellowship 
meal will follow the service. All members, former members and friends are invited to attend. 
 
Round Knob Baptist– will have Homecoming Service on Sunday, August 23 at 10:30 am. Special Music 
by Phil Barker.   REVIVAL Services at Round Knob on August 28-30th 7pm each evening. 
Special Singing nightly– Revival Speaker will be Rev. Allen Huffman. Pastor Lonnie Carpenter & 
congregation invite everyone to attend. 
 
Ashe Baptist Association 140

th
 Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, August 21 at Midway Baptist Church 

beginning at 2:00 and on Saturday, August 22 at Mission Home beginning at 9:00. The theme this year is Faithful 
through the Storm-United for Mission. I Corinthians 15:58 Therefore my beloved brother be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. We are looking for two churches to host the 2027 annual meeting. How long has it been since the 
church you attend hosted the annual meeting? If interested or you need more information, call Ashe Baptist 
Office 336-846-5631. 

 
When you pray, please remember Orion Baptist Church, Pine Swamp, Trinity Baptist Church, Mt Olive Baptist 

Church, Liberty Grove Baptist Church, Riverview Baptist Church, and Wagoner Baptist Church. They are without a 

pastor. 

***********************************************************************************************************************
Announcements from our friends:  
Harrison Ridge, a bluegrass gospel group, will perform at the Museum courtroom in Jefferson on Aug. 
1 at 7 pm for about 1 hour. Admission is free. Please get the word out to anyone that might enjoy some 
excellent music. Dr. Lee Beckworth invites everyone to attend. 
 
New River Calvary– Sunday August 9th at Big Flatts Baptist 2373 Big Flatts Ch Rd Fleetwood, NC at 6 
pm– Mountain Bluegrass Gospel Sunday Night. Features Area Musicians!  Dessert  &  Fellowship time 
following the music in the Fellowship Hall. 

Church Announcements 



 VACACTION BIBLE SCHOOL REPORT FORM 

Please fill out the form and return to the associational office after the completion of you VBS. 

You may mail, email or call it into the office at 336-846-5631.  

Please respond by: Friday, August 14th.  Thank you 

Send in your VBS pictures to ashebaptist@gmail.com, we will get them in the newsletter and 

on the Ashe Baptist Website.   



The Wounds of a Shepherd 
 
Betrayal never leaves anyone the same. Pastors are no exception. Many pastors enter ministry filled with zeal, 
compassion, and genuine love for people. They love other people’s children as though they were their own. They open 
their homes to strangers, care for them like family, and invest themselves in lives they had never known before. 
 
The call of God is unlike any other calling. It stretches the heart beyond what seems reasonable. It enlarges your 
capacity to love until your life is no longer your own. You find yourself making sacrifices for people to whom you are not 
related by blood—acts of kindness and devotion you may never have imagined yourself giving. Ministry reshapes your 
priorities, your time, and often your entire life. 
 
The burden of ministry is not something that can easily be ignored. In many ways, withdrawing from the call becomes 
more painful than carrying it. So you embrace the difficult path. You lose yourself in serving others. You surrender at a 
depth you never thought possible, often discovering a humility that surprises even you. 
 
Behind every public sermon are private battles. Pastors fight for the freedom of people who may never fully understand 
the spiritual warfare taking place on their behalf. They fast while others feast. They spend countless hours studying, 
praying, and waiting before God for answers that are meant to bless someone else. 
 
Many pastors have endured tremendous personal cost. Some have experienced devastating losses. Others have 
narrowly escaped serious accidents. Some have faced intense spiritual attacks that affected not only them, but also their 
families. In many homes, the demands of ministry have required sacrifices that only those closest to the shepherd truly 
understand. 
 
Most pastors never entered ministry for recognition or earthly reward. Yet one of the deepest wounds comes when 
people they poured their lives into choose to walk away over an offense, believing it to be God’s direction. In those 
moments, something within the shepherd can quietly break. 
 
Pastors grieve separation much like a family grieving the loss of a relationship they once believed would last. Such 
experiences inevitably shape the heart. 
 
Those who meet a pastor after years of repeated disappointments may not encounter the same vibrant, trusting 
shepherd who first entered ministry. Instead, they may meet someone who has become cautious, guarded, or 
emotionally reserved. Before embracing new people, they remember those they once loved deeply—people who did not 
hesitate to leave or betray that trust. To protect themselves from future pain, they begin to hold back. 
 
Pastors are human too. 
 
Before asking, “What about the sheep?” remember that both shepherd and sheep carry a responsibility to guard one 
another’s hearts. Today, however, let us pause to consider the shepherd. 
 
Dear Shepherd, 
 
Guard your heart above all else. Pray that life’s wounds never become your identity. Ask God for the grace to forgive 
those who hurt you, even after you have loved them well. Pray that no root of bitterness is allowed to grow from the 
disappointments of yesterday. Ask the Lord to help you shepherd His people without viewing them through the lens of 
past pain. 
 
Pray that when faithful, sincere people enter your life, they will not pay for the mistakes of those who came before them. 
Ask God to restore your capacity to trust, to love freely again, and to receive the people He sends. 
 
There are still good people. There are still faithful sons and daughters whom God will entrust to your care. There are still 
relationships through which God brings healing. May you recognize them when they come. 
 
Above all, remain close to Jesus. He alone is the unchanging Shepherd of our souls. As your eyes remain fixed on Him, 
your perspective will be transformed. Nothing can separate you from the love of Christ. 
 
Today, take a moment to pray for the Vineyard workers ! 

The Wounds of  a Shepherd! 

From Getaneh Getanneh 









NORTH BEAVER BAPTIST—VBS –2026 
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                                                      Discipleship Tip of the Month                                                               

                                                                                                                        

Return Service Requested 

August  21  ABA Annual Meeting 
                     Midway Baptist at 2 pm 
               22  ABA Annual Meeting 
                     Mission Home at 9 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September  7 Labor Day 
                          ABA & ARC Offices Closed 
                    22  Fall Begins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October  6   ARC Committee Meeting 
                       @ ABA Conference Room 7 pm 
                 8   ABA Ex.Committee Meeting 
                      @ North Beaver Baptist   7 pm 
               31   ABA Campground Closes 
                       (Open to Volunteers Only) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
   

Guided by God 
 

“Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He 
will shew you things to come.” John 16:13 
 
Some of our decisions are so important that they could affect our entire future. We are 
faced with financial issues, health concerns, relation struggles, and all kinds of 
challenging situations. It could be we have researched a subject, but we are still 
confused requiring what to do. In times like these we need someone who can give us 
true and wise counsel and the only One who never guides us the wrong way is God. 

 

 

 

 


