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v | When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery
, y 2 of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you
;_g"o”‘ Pastor’s except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear

: y 4 and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your
) ’% Meart | faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

b T've been intrigued by Paul's advice to the people of Corinth in our second
lessons the last couple of weeks. One aspect of scripture that never ceases to amaze me is its rele-
vance and truth across time. Paul offered some very unsettling advice for all of us who read all the
books on programs for making our churches successful. He refused to depend on the pragmatic and
rational wisdom that the world admires. "My speech and my proclamations were not with plausible
words of wisdom...." If one reads this in isolation from the exceedingly practical advice that Paul
offered on many church issues, one could slip into a spiritual self-righteousness. Yet all practical
wisdom must be filtered through an understanding of the guidance of the Spirit. Paul began with a
core belief. "For I decided o know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified." Our
dependence on practical wisdom for success and survival was nailed to the cross. No matter how
successful we are in church building, it is empty unless we are guided by God's Spirit. So how are we
to pierce the cultural wisdom that surrounds us and listen to God's Spirit? If our decisions are pat-
terned after the mind of Christ, I believe we will discern the spiritual wisdom to guide us. Trusting
in guidance from the Holy Spirit and not on our own beliefs is essential when we make important de-
cisions related to our congregation. I have felt the Spirit's presence at Fellowship on many occa-
sions and I trust that the Spirit will continue to lead our congregation and our new PPC as we make
plans for the future of our church.

There might be times in our personal lives when we are confused and unsure about what direction to
go next. We live in the information age with readily available knowledge literally at our finger tips.
There has been more information generated in the last thirty years than during the past 5,000. Hav-
ing an abundance of information available does not always solve our problems. We are told that to
improve our health we should try different foods, new drugs, or vitamin supplements, only to discov-
er a couple of years later that we should avoid that particular product. Instead of being beneficial a
new study reveals the product might actually cause harm. All this wealth of information leaves us
confused.

The apostle Paul's words are helpful whenever we are confused and mistakenly think that church is
about us and meeting our immediate needs. Paul reminds us that not everything is about us. Paul
draws our attention instead to the foundation of our faith. These words were written thousands of
years ago by the apostle Paul in which he spoke to a fractured people who had been swayed by alle-
giances to a variety of charismatic leaders. Paul calls them to unity in the one who is the ground and
source of their faith and salvation. Paul reminds Christ-followers in Corinth that their unity is in the
proclamation of the gospel of Christ. May that be our unity and foundation also.

See you in church!
Pastor Robin
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X Women's Activities

Women's Dinner - Our next women's dinner will be on Monday, February 27th at 6:00
p-m., at Cuco's Taqueria, 2162 W. Henderson Rd., Columbus, OH 43220 614-538-
8701. Please sign up if you're interested in attending and let Pastor Robin know if you need transpor-
tation (cell. 937-725-4930).

Women's Bible Study - The next women's Bible study meeting is Monday, womens ministries
February 6th at 7:00 p.m. We will review chapters 8 & 9 of the Bible study

series, Worshiping God With Our Lives, by Christa Kinde. Susan Wolfe will fa- /

cilitate the discussion. Meetings are on the first Monday of the month.

Do You Order From Amazon? If so, then try Amazon Smile to support Fellowship Lutheran
Church! First, go to Amazon Smile and choose Fellowship Lutheran Church, Columbus, OH as your
charity. Then, shop as usual and Fellowship will receive a percentage of your purchase. It's that easy!

Kroger Plus Fundraising Information: DID YOU REMEMBER TO REGISTER OR RE-
REGISTER FOR THE 2016-17 YEAR? If you have problems registering your Kroger card for the
Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church office. Thank you so much

for participating in this fundraiser! We receive checks quarterly and received over $1,400 last year!

Also our youth continue their recycling fundraiser. There's a collection box in front of the office by
the paper recycling bin and a smaller one in the narthex.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available. If youhave trouble with the regular
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free
wafers available. Large print bulletins are available for worship. Please ask the ush-
er for assistance.

MEALS ON WHEELS SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Friday, February 17 - Daniels, A. Sumner Friday, March 17 - . Biemel, C. Robinson
Saturday, February 18 - Cardimens Saturday, March 18 - S. Wolfe, T. Engen

Ash Wednesday service coming up on Wednesday, March 1st at 7:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars!

Frebis Food Pantry Monday, February 13, 2017, is FLC day at the food pantry. We need
six o eight volunteers to help from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. You will be helping clients choose food
items. Bill Lude will drive down, leaving church at 9:30 a.m. There will be a sign-up sheet posted in
the hallway. This will be a very rewarding experience. Also, our other dates for Frebis in 2017 are
Wednesday, August 2nd and Monday, October 23rd. Thank you in advance for your help.

Source Point (formerly Senior Center) is offering caregiver support groups in which you
can share experiences, meet other care-givers, find out about new resources, and ask questions.
The support groups will meet at the Ganzhorn Suites, 10272 Sawmill Parkway from 2-3 p.m. on the
following dates: January 25, February 22, March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26,
August 23, September 27, October 25, November 15, and December 27. Please register with
Sara Stenlen (740) 203-2399.
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Help us tackle hunger! February 5 is Souper Bowl Sunday! More food will be
consumed in the U.S. on that day than on any other day of the year (including Thanksgiving and
Christmas). However, many families right here in our community struggle with hunger every day.
That's why the LSS Food Pantries are here to help, and we need YOU to make Super Bowl Sunday
souper! When you make a financial donation, you help us provide more than 2 million meals a year.
40% of which are eaten by children and 30% are eaten by seniors. Each dollar given will provide two
meals to a hungry family! Sherri Kennedy from Lutheran Social Services will be at worship with us
on January 29th for a temple talk about Souper Bowl Sunday. The Fellowship high school youth will
be manning a table for Souper Bowl Sunday on January 29th and on February 5th. Please help do-
nate to this worthy cause! Thanks!

Attendance Information

Date Attendance Date Attendance

Dec. 4 104 Jan. 1 60

Dec.7 (midweek) 15 Jan. 8 77

Dec. 11 87 Jan. 15 74/6 (Youth Quake)
Dec. 14 (midweek) 19 Jan. 22 89

Dec. 18 93 Jan. 29

Dec. 21 (midweek) 13
Dec.24 7:00 pm. 125
Dec. 24 10:00 p.m. 63



Church Staff & Leadership 2017-2018
Church Staff

Pastor Rev. Robin Wargowsky
Treasurer Tracey Nave
Financial Secretary Tracy Farel
Office Secretary Tracy Farel
Organist Andrea Sumner
Sub. Organist David Fleisher, Cathie Brown
Choir Director George Biemel
Custodian Dave Schneider & Family,

Robert Hensley (volunteers on off weeks)
Board of Administration

President Todd Engen
Vice-President Mike Rankin
Secretary Ruth Albert

Pastor Robin

Board of Education & Youth
Director Bill Lude
Members Megan Cardimen, Major Crispin Jr.
Carol Scantland (ad hoc.)

Board of Evangelism & Fellowship

Director Karen Espe
Members Dave Anderson, Bridget Daniels, Susan Wolfe
Board of Property

Director Major Crispin Sr.

Members Bill Farel, Craig Robinson

Peter Meighen (tech. support), John McDaniel (special projects)

Board of Stewardship & Service

Director Jim Jaeger

Members Pete Cardimen, Missy Hensley
Bruce Johnson (ad hoc.)

Board of Worship

Director Robin Neumeier

Members Karen I;Iarris, Dianna Roll, Sonya Thelin



But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor mis-
fortune. So I intend to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said to my
father David, ‘Your son, whom | will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for
my name.’ 1 Kings 5: 4-5

We have just kicked off our year with our January Congregational meeting. Our finances seem
to be improving over last year. We start the year with a balance in our operating funds of over
$7,000. Last year at this time we had a balance over $1,000 and we got above zero by one of
our parishioners contributing their entire 2016 commitment in December of 2015. We are clearly
in a better position financially than we were last year.

Of greater note was a discussion about an offer that we have recently received for the church
property. A commercial real estate broker approached us with an unsolicited purchase offer.
The board of administration has been doing due diligence to determine how attractive the offer
really is and if it would be enough to enable us to rebuild a comparable building.

There was much discussion on the topic in the congregational meeting. Some was logistical,
such as: how long would it take? Where would we get property to build on? Some was mission
oriented such as: How does this affect the mission that Fellowship has in our area? What does it
mean to the reach of our congregation? And some was existential, such as: what would be the
effect of even more change? With our recent membership statistics, how long can we sustain a
viable congregation where we are, given that membership has been dropping for several years
and many of us are aging?

As | see it, this offer could be a tremendous opportunity to upgrade to a new building and move
out of a stagnant neighborhood and currently ill-sited location for a church and move to a grow-
ing area with new housing and new families. Where we are, we grew along with the develop-
ment of the area, but now that nearby growth has nearly completed and our membership has
peaked. It may be the last chance that we could pull that off economically without moving well
into Delaware county. It would offer us an opportunity to move into the growing areas of south-
ern Delaware County that would enable us to grow. They say God will provide. Is this oppor-
tunity an example of God putting an opportunity in our laps?

On the other hand, we have a number of members who travel quite a ways from Hilliard,
Westerville, and Reynoldsburg via 1-270 to get here. How many would be willing to add another
3 or 4 miles to that commute? Also, would we just moving to make it easy on ourselves since
our mission has not really connected with the immediately surrounding area of our church? If we
stay, how do we effect growth? How do we connect with the area that we are serving?

It seems that no matter what course we choose, we will need to change and we will need to step
up our game.

All these are valid considerations and not any of us alone is able to fully answer them. | would
welcome any comments as we investigate this situation. Feel free to button-hole me at church
or send me an email with your thoughts at tcengen@att.net

Your servant in Christ, Todd Engen
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James tells us to constantly be aware of temptations every day of our lives. “Blessed is the man who perse-
veres under trial because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has prom-
ised to those who love him.” James 1:18

As we are looking forward to the 2017 year, it is with great pleasure to work with Major, Megan and Carol.
Also, we are blessed to have a great team of Sunday School teachers continuing until the end of May. We
will also be reviewing the curriculum for the Sunday School.

Last week, I was talking to other Lutheran men volunteering at the Frebis Food Pantry, and they were
amazed that we have three adult men teaching the adult class. They expressed concern that they experi-
enced some difficulty getting adult lay volunteers to teach their adult class. Here at Fellowship we have
never had that problem. I wish to express a big “Thank You” to Dave Anderson, Steve Espe and Larry
Wiech for teaching this class. By the way, we are starting to read a review of Philip Yancey’s “What’s So
Amazing about Grace.” All adults are welcome. We start at 8:45 every Sunday. Hope to see you there.

The Amazing Grace Day Camp organizational meeting will be held on January 31, 2017 at 7:00 pm at
church. This will be a major outreach for us, and we will need all the help we can get.

Like I said, I volunteer at the Frebis Food Pantry every Wednesday. I stop at the Kroger's Carriage Place
and pick up bread and bake goods and take them to the pantry. Kroger's has been very generous with their
donations. Thank you Kroger's.

Finally thank you to the members of Fellowship for the donations of toothpaste, toilet paper, toothbrushes,
soap and deodorant for the pantry. Personal care items are really needed. I will also take children’s coats
for some families. Also, do not throw blankets and sheets away. I know some families in need of those
items.

We will go to Frebis on Monday, February 13, 2017 as a church. A sign-up sheet is now posted. We will
leave Fellowship at 9:30 and return by 3:30. Please help if you can.

In His Service,

Bill Lude



Evangelism & Fellowship — Karen Espe

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. 1 Chronicles 16:34

With a new year, a new slate of officers begin their 2 year commitment to serve. | want to officially
thank Dave Anderson, Susan Wolfe, and Bridget Daniels in accepting their role in the Board of
Evangelism and Fellowship.

| also want to thank the former board members, Angela Roll and Todd Daniels, whose dedication
and hard work has provided a variety of programs and guidance in the last two years.

One of our goals for our board is to have one food-related activity once a quarter, and to have an
activity of some type, once a month. With all our busy schedules, we want to provide everyone
amble time and opportunity to attend. With this in mind, we will try to communicate in advance ( 3
month notice) and in various media (Newsletter, one call, posters, and church bulletins) these ac-
tivities.

Dates To Remember
2/12/17 (Sun) Winter Park Skating- Downtown Columbus (Nationwide Arena Area).
Meet at church 2:15. Skate Rental- $5.00

2/25/17 (Sat.) Mardi Gras Dinner/Movie Night .
Dinner@ 5PM Bring a side dish to share. Movie @ 6PM

4/16/17 Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 9:45 AM to 10:45 AM

5/20/17 (Sat.) Hike / Frisbee Golf at Glacier Ridge Metro Park
Meet at church at 9:30 AM

May God bless you today and everyday,

Karen Espe
Director of the board of Evangelism and Fellowship



Stewardship & Service — Jum Jaeger

Read Matthew 20:1-16. This is the parable of the workers in the vineyard.

In today’s parable the vineyard owner asks the grumbling laborers, “are you envious of me be-
cause | am generous?”

What a question! Do we envy’s God’s generosity? | suspect not. Most disciples that | encounter
can point to the ways that God has generously blessed their life. If given a chance most disciples
can identify the ways that God’s hands have opened wide to them to satisfy their needs. No. Most
folks | know live as the grateful recipients of God’s generosity.

Yet this parable stings for many of us. It seems unfair when all the laborers receive the same
wage. We see ourselves among the laborers who've been at it all day. Maybe it stings because it
points out how calculating we are, or maybe because it shows how much we attach worth to
wealth.

We may not envy God’s generosity, but perhaps this parable bites for many of us because it re-
minds us of how we often fail to live in the image of our generous creator.

The Psalmist says, “You open your hand, satisfying the desire of living thing.” God’s generosity
towards creation is lavish. Yet often we, who have been created in the image of a generous God,
become focused on calculating what’s right rather than on lavishing the abundance of what we
have received on a hungry and hurting world.

What would happen if we spent time in the coming days and weeks identifying, practicing and fo-
cusing on the ways that God’s character of generosity is alive in us? Such a practice might be one
way to live our life in manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. --- This devotion was prepared by
Rev. Amy Walter-Pederson, Upstate New York Synod, ELCA

As you reflect on this devotion, consider your response to the Parish Planning Council’s request
that each family pledge an additional $75.00 to offset the projected shortfall in this year’s budget.
Broken down to a weekly basis; it is only about $1.50 more a week.

Patriots or Falcons? Which ever team you’re rooting for, please support your team by “voting”
generously at the Souper Bowl table. Your donations will feed many hungry families in Franklin
County.



m e

The season of Epiphany - this is what Sundays and Seasons, our wor-
ship resource, calls “bread and butter Christianity.” Here we find the
Jational stuff of Christian life. Between the high dramas of Christ -
@ / Lent, the time after Epiphany returns to the basics. Basic does
'mportant, though. On the contrary, many foundational and
:ure readings are packed into these eight weeks: “To do
re kindness and to walk humbly with your God”; the
vsauwuse, Luve YOUur enemies”; “Here is the Lamb of God”; “Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified”; and many more phrases that we may
find ourselves reciting as much as reading. Through all eight weeks, the readings point again and
again to the centrality of Christ, his life and teaching. He is the servant, the lamb, the light, the
foundation, and the beloved Son. For us, his disciples, the attention turns to our baptismal identity
and activity. We find passages that fill out the image of discipleship in commandments, justice,
testimony, and praise, all rooted in the joy and confidence of our baptism into Christ.

This time in the church year is often experienced as a lull, but with that comes the opportunity to
scale back and focus intentionally on central things. Let the primary themes of the readings —
Christ, baptism, discipleship, and light —set the tone for your personal worship. Let the light and
joy of the Christmas cycle blend with the simplicity and intentionality of Lent and allow that to
serve as a bridge between the seasons. In one sense these eight weeks of Epiphany are very
simple: they focus on Christ and how he has transformed our lives. In another sense that means
that all the joy, struggle, and complexity of Christian life can be found here in this little green sea-
son. (“Preparing for the Time of Epiphany”, Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2017)

The season of Lent begins on March 1, with Ash Wednesday. Please plan to join us for the 7:00
p.m. Ash Wednesday service and for simple soup suppers followed by a worship service on
Wednesday evenings during Lent.

Upcoming dates to remember:

February 5 “Souper Bowl” Sunday

February 19 Pulpit Exchange with the Moravian church

March 1 Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm

March 5 First Sunday of Lent; Healing Service

March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 Lenten Soup Supper at 6:15 followed by service at 7:00 pm
April 9 Palm/Passion Sunday

April 13 Maundy Thursday

April 14 Ecumenical Good Friday Service

April 16 Easter Sunday
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Mission Interpreter — Todd Engen

Small But Mighty

John 21:17: He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

Living Lutheran is the new name for the former Lutheran magazine. It is published by Augs-
burg Fortress and the ELCA. In the November edition, there was an article about a congrega-
tion that started a mini-pantry on their property. You can read the details at http://
www.livinglutheran.org/2016/11/small-but-mighty/

+* Jessica McClard, a woman from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
¥ Fayetteville, Arkansas, started the first Little Free Pantry to help people
% who are food insecure in her town. Like me, she had noticed some

8- Little Free Libraries popping up around her area. She used a $250

= Thrivent Action Team grant to get started.

e " ©  The idea of these little pantries and little libraries is to provide sustenance

in the form of food or reading adventures to people in areas that struggle to afford them and
have access to them. The pantries and libraries are community oriented both in the benefit
and the stocking of them. Anyone can add to what is in the pantry or library, or anyone in need
can take from it.

She found that, almost immediately the word spread for her little pantry. With-
in two days the Facebook page had more than 900 “likes” and the project was
covered by the local news. An outpouring of people began contributing to the
Little Free Pantry, and McClard was soon able to estimate that certain items
were being turned over (placed and then taken) in as little as 30 to 45 minutes.
Since she started, the pantry's facebook page has over 17,000 likes. Clint
Schnekloth, pastor of Good Shepherd, agrees, saying the pantry has widened
the church’s circle. “It's become part of our identity that we are a church that ; @
has a free pantry,” he said. “I don’t think we think of the pantry as an evangelism tool in the
popular sense of that term, but it's certainly a public sign of the theological sense of the word
evangelism—to ‘good news-ify.’ Everyone who drives by it sees it as good news.”

| know Dave Anderson has been looking for ways to take advantage of Thrivent's Action Team
grants. Here is a great idea of a way to use one or two.

Who will join me to start a team to get a Little Free Pantry and a Little Free Library going at
Fellowship? What a great way to get people to see how we put God's love for us into action.
Also, what a way to get information about our church out to invite people in.

For more info see:
littlefreepantry.org.
littlefreelibrary.org — has plans and a video on how to build one.

Todd Engen - Mission Interpreter
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Our Prayers and Support for . . .

Our Faith Family

FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Fritzi Bear
Marvin Bear
Bryan Blair
Katie (Wahl) Diede
Bob Drake
Leena LeMay
Joshua Mott
Fisk Paro
Fiona Peltier
Jan Poland
Susan Robinson
Mark Roll
Martha Sampson
Shawn Turnbull

FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Mary Baker, Todd Daniels’ sister’s mother-in-law...

Lonnie Blair, Bryan Blair’s brother...
Barb Dickey, Dottie Haggard’s cousin...
Dodson family, Missy Hensley’s family friend...
Sarah Drexler, cousin of the Neumeiers...
Byron Engen, Todd Engen’s father...
Jane Johnson, Bruce Johnson’s niece...
Wanda Kerr, Becky Schaughency’s mother...
Fred Neumeier, Robin Neumeier’s husband...
Tom Sabula, Becky Schaughency’s friend...
John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend...
Rebecca Schultz, Andrea Sumner’s mother...
Joelle Smith, Liz Allen’s friend...

Ed Sprouts, Manor N. Crispin’s neighbor...
George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father...
Ruth Thelin, Sonya Thelin’s mother...
Ray & Carol Ward, Barb Fisher’s parents...
Kenny Weirich, Paul Wargowsky's uncle...
Jenny White, Barb Fisher’s friend...
Donny Williams, Pastor Robin’s cousin...

FOR OUR SHUT-INS:
Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother
Ruth Buck, Carol Jaeger’s mother
Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother

DEATHS:

Charles "Bill” Bear, Marvin Bear’s brother, Dave’s uncle

Wil Chinery, Farel family friend
Larry Hetsler, Becky Schaughency’s friend

Kathy Lindquist, George & Dottie Haggard’s neighbor

Olive Renner, Pastor Robin’s aunt
Susan Zanner, Becky Schaughency’s friend

February Birthdays
Marianne Wiech 2/02
Bob Wilhelm 2/02
Zach Jaeger 2/09
Erling Lee 2/11
Caitlyn Votino 2/11
Clayton Hobbins 2/13
Levenia McBride 2/13
Bob Drake 2/15
Kathleen Wolkan 2/18
Lillian Cardimen 2/22
James Votino 2/22
Paul Wargowsky 2/22
Katie (Wahl) Diede  2/23
Craig Robinson 2/25
Phil Kochheiser 2/28
Leena LeMay 2/28

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays

this month! This list reflects the information we

have in our computer at this time. We welcome
your corrections and additions!

February Anniversaries

Bob & Jan Wilhelm 2/18



Worship Server Schedule for February
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Fellowship Lutheran Church
7350 Sawmill Road
Columbus, OH 43235

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Vision: To be a “called and gathered” family of faith
ur Vv.ision. whose members so fully experience the undeserved love of God
that we are moved to express that same love of God.
in our relationships with one another and our whole community . . .

I To involve people in a growing relationship with Jesus Christ
Our Mission. by sharing the good news of God’s grace.
through our fellowship in worship, study and service.
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