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As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”
Mark 1:2-3

On December 3rd, we enter the season of Advent, a season of anticipation
and preparation. We begin a new church year while the world is busy
finishing a calendar year—and the month is filled with shopping, pageants,
and parties beyond what our energy and time can handle. But while society
urges us to hurry and spend, scripture and tradition beckon us to slow down and wait.
We are again reminded that God comes to us. God came to us in the form of Jesus, many years ago
in Bethlehem, and continues to come to us now in Word and Sacrament. During Advent, we prepare
to celebrate the birth of Jesus who came into the world as both God and man so that our sins might
be forgiven. And we anticipate the day when Jesus will return to Earth and look forward to that
time with hope because through our faith we know that this means the beginning of a new life with
Christ for eternity.
Our Advent wreaths and calendars are symbols and tools of what Advent urges us to do: mark the
passage of time as we wait. Despite all evidence to the contrary, Advent is about the art of waiting.
But holiday decorations have been on the shelves at Target and Walmart since well before
Halloween, and the world declares everything after Thanksgiving Day the “Christmas season.”
Though all of us are tempted to act otherwise, now is the time for slowing down. As our long ago
ancestors did, we gather in the darkness to wait for the light. In the dead of winter, we need one
another and we need signs that the sun (and the Son) will come again—life returning to dark and
dormant land and lives. Like the ancients who gathered together for courage and hope that the sun
would return, we gather each week to hear the word that does not pass away. Our scripture readings
during Advent give us voice for our brokenness and the promise of a savior. We are reminded to
keep alert, to stay awake, to reorder our lives, to prepare for the way of the Lord, not in haste but
in love and with longing. We are called to join the baptized of all generations to testify to the one
who brings light and life to a broken world.
Let this Advent season challenge us to honor these dark days. As twenty-first-century people, we
are not good at either embracing darkness or slowing down. We don’t even know darkness anymore—
we’ve banished it with electricity, everywhere and at all hours. And we certainly can’t wait. We look
for the shortest line at the grocery store and rush through yellow lights. But we know incubation is
what we often most need: for grapes to become fine wine, for a novel to be written, for dough to
rise, for a crop to grow, for a baby to be born. It is in the waiting that we learn about ourselves and
others, taking important steps toward understanding. Perhaps there is no better gift to teach our
children than the ability to wait. Christmas is coming; it’s just not here yet. (excerpts from Sundays
& Seasons)
The church is full of opportunities during this season of expectant waiting. Come to Advent Family
Night on the 6th and join us for a meal, devotion, and singing. Come to worship at 10:00 on
December 10th and enjoy our Sunday School classes each do their own Christmas “gig” - have pizza
with us after worship and go caroling to our homebound members. On December 17th we have two
worship opportunities - Sermon in Song will be in the morning and we’ll offer a Blue Christmas
service, a service of hope at the 5:00 service. Hope to see you a lot this Advent season!
See you in church!

Pastor Robin

Sunday Evening Worship and Praise Service

at 5:00 p.m. Please help us
spread the word! This is a 45-50 minute, “come as you are” service with singing, a short
message, and communion. There will be no 5:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve.

Women’s Activities

Women’s Dinner - No women’s dinner in December. Please join us in January!
Women’s Bible Study - Monday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m. is the next
meeting for the Women’s Bible study, Encouraging One Another, by Christa
Kinde. Susan Wolfe facilitates the discussion, and meetings occur on the first
Monday of the month through April. Please read chapters 4 and 5 for the December study.

Healing Service in December.

Our next healing service will be at
the end of worship on Sunday, December 3rd. If you would like to
participate, just remain in the sanctuary after our last hymn; otherwise
quietly exit during the hymn. In the rite of healing, the church does not
replace the gifts of God that come through the scientific community nor
does it promise a cure. Physical healing may or may not follow the laying on
of hands, prayer, and anointing with oil. Nor does the lack of a cure
reflect a weak faith or the lack of favor with God. Rather, the church
offers and celebrates gifts such as these: God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of
suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of
faith. We encourage everyone to experience the power of a healing service – we are all broken
people in need of some kind of healing.

Do You Order From Amazon?

If so, then try Amazon Smile to support Fellowship
Lutheran Church! First, go to Amazon Smile and choose Fellowship Lutheran Church, Columbus,
OH as your charity. Then, shop as usual and Fellowship will receive a percentage of your purchase.
It’s that easy!

Kroger Plus Fundraising Information:

If you would like to register your Kroger card
for the Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church office. Thank you
so much for participating in this fundraiser! We received over $1,400 last year! Also our youth
continue their recycling fundraiser. There’s a collection box in the narthex.

Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available.

If you have trouble with the regular
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten-free
wafers available. Large print bulletins are also available for worship. Please ask the usher for
assistance.

Source Point (formerly Senior Center)

is offering caregiver support groups in which
you can share experiences, meet other care-givers, find out about new resources, and ask questions. The support groups will meet at the Ganzhorn Suites, 10272 Sawmill Parkway from 2-3 p.m.
on December 27. Please register with Sara Stenlen (740) 203-2399.

Meals on Wheels Schedule for December and January
Friday, December 15th
Saturday, Decembers 16th

Farel
Goleb

Friday, January 19
Saturday, January 20
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McDaniel
Cardimen

If you would like a home visit by Pastor Robin,

please let Pastor Robin or Tracy
know so we can get one scheduled. It does not need to be a pastoral emergency...just an opportunity
to get to know you better.

Got Milk/Water Jugs?

It is time once again to bring in your cleaned out (washed and dried)
plastic gallon jugs so that these can be used for luminaries on Christmas Eve. The jugs can be placed
in the middle closet area. There will be a rope to fasten them and a sheet to mark down how many
you are bringing. It saves counting them at the end. Clean jugs are really appreciated!

Advent Family Night will be on Wednesday, December 6th, at 6:30 p.m.
The main dish will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. After dinner, we’ll have
a devotion, then a carol sing.

We will have only one candlelight Christmas Eve service this year at 7:00
p.m., along with the Sunday morning worship service at 10:00 a.m. Worship servers are needed!
Please sign up if you can help. Music will begin 1/2 hour prior to our 7:00 p.m. service.

Christmas Caroling to our Homebound Members

after worship. Come join us for pizza and Christmas caroling fun!

will be on Sunday, December 10th

Poinsettias

may be purchased to decorate the altar for Christmas Eve services. You may purchase them in honor of a special person or occasion, in memory of a loved one or to the Glory of God.
These dedications will be inserted in the bulletin Christmas Eve. There is a sign-up sheet on the
board in the Narthex. Please make payment by placing your check in the envelope marked Christmas
Poinsettias. The deadline for ordering and paying for poinsettias is December 11th and each plant is
$9.00.

Blue Christmas Worship Service, Sunday ,
December 17th at 5:00 p.m. at Fellowship
An ecumenical peaceful worship service for
those who struggle with finding the joy of the
Christmas season because of a recent change or
loss due to death, divorce, sickness or
unfortunate or tragic circumstances. The Blue
Christmas is an attempt to minister to these needs while still recognizing that
part of the reason for Jesus’ coming was to bring hope and comfort. Call Pastor
Robin for more details.

Attendance Information
Date
10/1
10/8
10/15
10/22
10/29

Attendance
76/5
57/9
56/6
65/11
74/5

Date
11/5
11/17
11/19
11/26
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Attendance
72/6
60/7
76/19
61/13

--Todd Engen, President

Board of Administration

“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” Proverbs 3:9,10 (NSRV)
The Stewardship campaign is over and now the boards of the congregation are preparing their
budgets. As in all budgeting, we try to match the expected income to the expected spending.
Our 2017 total budget is about $208,000. Next year will probably be similar. Have you ever wondered where all of our spending goes?
Well, I have done a little analysis of our 2017 budget, and here is a high-level overview of our
spending:
As you can see from this chart, the sum of our
critical spending (Pastor’s compensation and
expenses, mortgage, staff compensation, utilities,
benevolence, and insurance) accounts for over
90% of our expenditures. The amounts that our
boards spend on things like evangelism, advertising, supplies, programming materials, maintenance, and all the other stuff that supports our
ministries is less than 10%.
In the last couple years, we’ve had special stewardship campaigns to try to bring our income up
to this level of expense. From this chart, you can
see how important that last few thousand dollars
is. Since most of the 90+% is fixed, all of our leverage is in the last 10%.
If we could get to a point where our giving exceeds our current requirements, there are many
things we could do in support of God’s work here
on Sawmill Road. We could expand our outreach
and evangelism to help us to reach more people
with God’s Word. We could continue our new evening service by being able to cover the cost of
the pianist for an entire year. We could increase our benevolence.
As you can see, every dollar counts. As we finalize our budgets and bring them to the congregation for approval in our January meeting, I ask you to consider what you might contribute to that
slice that is now under 10% to help us grow our outreach, mission and evangelism.
Your servant in Christ,
Todd Engen

4

— Bill Lude, Director

Education

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw
a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “I tell you the truth,” Jesus said, “this poor
widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their
wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” Luke 21:1-4
As we approach the Christmas season and thank God for sending his son on December 25th,
we must always remember the poor as Luke helps to remind us in his gospel. We all have
our favorite charities to which we donate, but my favorite one besides our church and
Lutheran Social Services is the Salvation Army. I will never forget the “care package” that I
received from the Salvation Army while on duty in South Vietnam. They sent me items that
I couldn’t get from regular channels.
The Christmas program for the Sunday School will be December 10th. Each class will do a
gig. Our Board will also be the host board for that day. Also, there will be no Sunday School
on December 24th and December 31st. Regular Sunday School will start on January 7th,
2018.
The men’s breakfast group on December 9th will be meeting at the church at 8:30 a.m. and
going to a neighborhood restaurant for breakfast.
Also, a big thank you to Pastor Robin for recognizing the veterans last month. It was a very
nice “Welcome Home” for my vet friends and me.
Finally, the LSS food pantry new method of providing to those in need is still a work in
progress. I’ll keep you informed…

In His service,
Bill
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— Karen Espe, Director

Evangelism & Fellowship
Traditions and Memories

"I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by the way of reminder" 2 Peter 1:13
During this time of the year I often recall how Fellowship has become a large part of our family's
holiday memories and traditions. The years have given us memories of the Sermons in Song
(where our lights were always "trimmed and burning"); of the Advent Family Nights (where we
often tried to stump an unstumpable piano player during the hymn sing); of the Sunday School
Christmas Programs (in particular, the consistently clever High School skits); of how beautiful the
sanctuary looks for Christmas Eve services (and how we all hold our breaths wondering if/when
one of the center aisle candle globes will get knocked over); and many more.
As your time becomes more hectic this holiday season, please remember to pause and to include
some of these Fellowship activities into your family traditions:
Wednesday Dec. 6
Sunday Dec. 10
Sunday Dec. 10
Sunday Dec. 17

Advent Family Night
Sunday School Christmas Program
Christmas caroling after service
Sermon in Song

Have a blessed Christmas. See you in church - consider bringing a friend with you!

Karen Espe
Director of the Board of Evangelism and Fellowship
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— Jim Jaeger, Director

Stewardship & Service

This month we celebrate Christ’s birth, a holiday that probably has more traditions that any
other. Christmas trees, red and green decorations, singing carols, ugly sweaters, lots of food,
and of course presents! It’s easy to get caught up in the commercialism of the season. We all
need to be reminded of the real reason for the season, the birth of our Savior. One can argue
that the first Christmas presents may have been those offered by the Three Wise Men, but
then the real first gift is God’s gift of his Son for our salvation.
This year, while you are making out your shopping lists, remember to include something for
those in need in our community and around the world. The Stewardship board has made it
easy for you and your family to make a third world family happy this season through the
ELCA’s “Good Gifts” program. Check out the unusual ornaments on the “Giving Tree” in the
narthex. You’ll find ornaments with pigs, chicks, bees, roosters, goats, and more, all with a different dollar amount. Simply pick the critters of your choice and budget, and take the ornament
home as a reminder. Then just make out a check in that amount to Fellowship with “Good
Gifts” noted on the memo line, and place it in the offering plate. We’ll collect all of your presents and forward that amount to the ELCA. Your gifts will help a family to become more selfsufficient and will put a smile on a child’s face.
We had a successful evening serving dinner at First English Lutheran Church last month. The
guests and our volunteers have gotten used to the serving arrangements and the dinner was
well received. Thanks to Dave Bear for preparing the meals, and to our volunteers for helping
to prep and serve. We will continue to serve meals at FELC next year.
Finally, a gentle reminder that if you haven’t made a financial commitment to the church yet,
there is still time. Pledge cards are available in the office. Please also consider using electronic
funds transfer (EFT) to make your payments. Easy and no checks to write!
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year!
The Board of Stewardship and Service:
Jim Jaeger, Pete Cardimen, Missy Hensley, & Bruce Johnson
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— Robin Neumeier, Director

Worship

“The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way—
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
Make straight paths for him.”
Mark 1:1
Advent is a word that means “coming” or “visit”. In the Christian season of Advent, we prepare for the “advent” of
Christ at Christmas. By lighting one candle each week of Advent, we help ourselves get ready for the birth of Jesus.
The candles have different meanings, each based upon the Bible. These meanings help us understand how special
the birth of Jesus is for us.
PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
We will decorate the church after worship on Sunday, December 3. Please help us prepare for this joyous season!
Our observance of Advent will begin with Advent Family Night on Wednesday, December 6. Plan to join us for a pot
luck at 6:30, followed by a devotion and carol sing at 7:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE
We will worship together at two services on Christmas Eve. Morning worship will be at 10:00 a.m. and our traditional
candlelight service will begin at 7:00 p.m.
“LONGEST NIGHT” SERVICE
The Sunday evening service on December 17 will be an observance of the "longest night.” The Service of the
Longest Night, sometimes also known as a Blue Christmas Service or Service of Light, is held near the winter solstice, the longest day of the year. It is designed to temper the struggle with darkness and grief faced by those living
with loss. Loss may include the death of a loved one, divorce or separation, separation due to military service, the
loss of a job, or living with serious illness. In this service, the Advent candles will have special meanings:
First candle: To remember those whom we have loved and lost.
Second candle: To remember the pain of loss.
Third candle: To remember ourselves at Christmastime.
Fourth candle: To remember our faith and the gift of hope which the Christmas story offers to us.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
Healing Service
December 3
Decorate church for Christmas
December 3
Advent Family Night
December 6
Children’s’ Christmas program
December 10
Christmas Caroling after worship
December 10
Sermon in Song
December 17
Blue Christmas service
December 17 (evening)
Christmas Eve service
December 24 @ 7:00 p.m. (will also have morning
service at usual time)
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— Todd Engen

Mission Interpreter

Oesterlen Services for Youth and Families
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. James 1:27

When I'm working in the Pumpkin Patch, I frequently tell our customers some of the organizations
that our proceeds benefit. One of those organizations is Oesterlen Services for Youth and Families,
and is one I have always had a hard time explaining. So, I thought a little research was in order.
Oesterlen is a Lutheran organization that is supported by the Southern Ohio Synod and the ELCA,
and is located in Springfield, OH. It was originally formed as an orphanage in 1903. As orphanages
were replaced by non-institutional care, Oesterlen transitioned to a full-services social service organization in the 1950’s and 60’s. Today, Oesterlen offers a complete spectrum of residential, community-based, treatment foster care, home-based, and school-based therapeutic services, and the respite and resource center, serving more than 1,000 clients and families annually.
The photo above is from a 4-H fair that Oesterlen has been doing for the last 2 years.
Oesterlen Executive Director Don Warner said, “The kids participate in the local county fair and then
we have a fall fair here at Oesterlen for those kids who for whatever reason (weren’t) able to participate in the county fair,” he said. “It helps to build social skills, helps to provide therapeutic treatment
opportunities with the kids. It’s a great opportunity.”
Oesterlen's kids can also participate in the county fair. They participate in things like pumpkin painting, cake baking and decorating. This summer, they won several ribbons for chickens. Pastor Bonny
Kinnunen said, “(The kids) really enjoy the process for what they want to do and planning what they
want to do.” After participating in Oesterlen's 4-H club, they can move on to other 4-H clubs after
they leave Oesterlen. As you might imagine, the type of child that Oesterlen has, probably hasn't
had much of an opportunity to participate in 4-H prior to this. After gaining some experience at Oesterlen's club, they can go on to any other 4-H club in the country. It can help prepare them for opportunities as adults through the social interaction, project planning and execution.
More information and gift giving information is available at their webpage, www.oesterlen.org
There also is an article in the Springfield, OH News at: https://tinyurl.com/y7t2y6fb
Todd Engen – Mission Interpreter
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Our Faith Family

Our Prayers and Support for . . .

December Birthdays

FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Fritzi Bear
Marvin Bear
Maxine Brunner
Sam Brunner
Katie (Wahl) Diede
Bob Drake
Curtis Fleisher
Janet Fleisher
Jim Jaeger
Leena LeMay
Joshua Mott
Shannon Paro
Sue Perry
Mark Roll
Martha Sampson
Shawn Turnbull
John Votino

Joey Nave
Courtney Colombo
Allen Farel
Ian King
Lauren Scantland
Major Crispin Jr.
John Votino
Mike Turnbull
Kelly Votino
Jase Cleveland
Fritzi Bear
Angela Roll
Pete Meighen
Laura Powell
Ryan Quinn
Jim Campbell
Barb Fisher
Heather Tonn
Carol Scantland
Debbie Kraus
Matthew Magno

FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:
Jim Bartos, Ruth Albert’s friend...
Michael Brunner, Maxine and Sam Brunner’s son…
Sara Drexler, Neumeier’s niece…
Rick Espe, Steve Espe’s brother...
Tina Garcia, Missy Hensley’s friend...
Vi McMonigle, Karen Harris’ friend...
Tom Mosler, Neumeier’s brother-in-law…
John Sagle, Andrea Sumner’s family friend…
Rebecca Schultz, Andrea Sumner’s mother…
Felicia Slaughter, Kamere’ Cowans’ great aunt...
George Sumner, Mike Sumner’s father…
Ray Ward, Barb Fisher’s father…

12/1
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/9
12/10
12/12
12/17
12/18
12/21
12/21
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/25
12/28
12/29
12/29

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays
this month! This list reflects the information we
have in our computer at this time. We welcome
your corrections and additions!

FOR OUR SHUT-INS:
Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother
Joan Clark, Susan Lee’s mother
DEATHS:
Janet Poland
Pete Cahill, Maxine and Sam Brunner’s friend
Rev. Richard Beckman, Andrea Sumner’s uncle
Morris Craig, Cindy Frey’s grandfather
Michael Gavazzi, Todd Engen’s friend’s son
Frank Gottlieb, Jim Jaeger’s friend
Matt Neiman, Maxine and Sam Brunner’s friend
Isabelle Nguyen, Pastor Karen’s granddaughter
Betty Nichol, Kathy Farel’s family friend
Herbert Petersen, Maxine and Sam Brunner’s friend

December Anniversaries
Jason & Lori Hobbins
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12/9

2017-2018

Church Staff & Leadership

Church Staff
Pastor
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Office Secretary
Organist
Sub. Organist
Sunday evening pianist
Choir Director
Custodian
Board of Administration
President
Vice-President
Secretary

Rev. Robin Wargowsky
Tracey Nave
Tracy Farel
Tracy Farel
Andrea Sumner
David Fleisher, Cathie Brown
Amy Wargowsky
George Biemel
Dave Schneider & Family,
Robert Hensley (volunteers on off weeks)
Todd Engen
Mike Rankin
Ruth Albert
Pastor Robin

Board of Education & Youth
Director
Members

Bill Lude
Megan Cardimen, Major Crispin Jr.
Carol Scantland (ad hoc.)

Board of Evangelism & Fellowship
Director
Members

Karen Espe
Dave Anderson, Susan Wolfe

Board of Property
Director
Major Crispin Sr.
Members
Bill Farel, Craig Robinson
Peter Meighen (tech. support), John McDaniel (special projects)
Board of Stewardship & Service
Director
Members
Board of Worship
Director
Members
Mutual Ministry Committee

Jim Jaeger
Pete Cardimen, Missy Hensley
Bruce Johnson (ad hoc.)

Robin Neumeier
Karen Harris, Dianna Roll, Sonya Thelin
Kathy Farel, Carol Jaeger, Chad Laucher

Thank you for your leadership!!!
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Alexis Colombo
Karen Harris
Chad Laucher
Votino
Ruth Albert
Bill Farel & Dianna Roll
Lude

Hayden Laucher
Robin Neumeier
Bill Lude
Chad Laucher & Tom Mott
Carol Scantland
Ruth Albert
Jim Jaeger & Pete Cardimen
Laucher

Gwen Cardimen
Kathy Farel
Ruth Albert
Nave
Dianna Roll & Karen Harris
Ruth Albert

Bill Farel & Robin Neumeier
Jaeger

Acolyte

Comm. Assist.

Lay Reader

Ushers

Altar Guild

Hymn Sel.

Counters
Greeters
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Abigail Cardimen & Jillian Mott
Kathy & Tracy Farel
Ruth Albert

WILL BE AVAILABLE
IN HALLWAY
FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICES

Comm. Assist.

Lay Reader

Ushers

Altar Guild

Hymn Sel.

Host

Greeters

McDaniels

Andy DeVantier & Lori Hobbins

Missy Hensley

SIGN-UP SHEET

Acolyte

Counters

Sonya Thelin

WORSHIP SERVER

Chris Tonn

10:00 AM

10:00 AM & 7:00 PM

Time

Assist. Minister

31-Dec

24-Dec

Date

Host

Missy Hensley

Ruth Albert

Mark Roll

Assist. Minister

Susan Lee

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Time

17-Dec

10-Dec

3-Dec

Date

Worship Server Schedule for December
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Fellowship Lutheran Church
7350 Sawmill Road
Columbus, OH 43235
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Purpose:

To share God’s love and grace through our words and actions.

Our Vision:

To be a “called and gathered” family of faith whose members so
fully experience the undeserved love of God that we are moved to
express that same love of God, in our relationships with one
another and our whole community . . .
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