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"Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming."   Matthew 24:42 
 
Happy New Year!  No, I don’t have the date wrong.  On December 
1st, we begin the new liturgical year with the season of Advent -- 
the coming of the Lord, the appearance of the Realm of God on 
the earth.   In the church, we are looking toward the rule of God 

being made plain.  While others are rushing about, driving themselves crazy planning      
parties, getting Christmas cards or e-mails designed and sent, getting gifts for everyone 
they think they should, and hiding the goodies from the kids until they can wrap them and 
put them under the tree, we are taking some time each day to prepare our hearts to be a 
place God can call home. 
 Or do we... 
 By the time Christmas is here, we will all be sick of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”  
But those hymns we love the most will be heard primarily in church, certainly not over the 
radio.  And all those preparations will be done... or not.  But when Christmas comes, the 
preparations will have to stop.  And then we can take stock of our preparedness to accept 
God’s vulnerability in coming to us as an infant, helpless as any other newborn.    
 We kick off the season of advent, the season of waiting and expectation, with hope. 
We know that Jesus is returning, not just at the end of time but in every time.  Jesus is 
constantly knocking at the door of our lives, asking us to let him in.  Our responsibility,    
especially in advent, is to be listening for the knock because it comes when we least expect 
it.  In the Gospel of Matthew, using the symbolic, poetic language of his time, we learn: 
... It can come when we are eating or drinking or when we are at a wedding reception,   
      laughing and dancing. 
... It can come when we are at work in the field or the factory, in the school or the         
      office. 
... It can come when things are going well or badly, when we are sick or when we are well,    
      when we are happy or when we are disappointed.  When we are up or when we are down.  
 Each year we begin Advent caught in the tension between the expectations of our faith 
and the ordinariness of life. Because we have been here so often before, it is hard to     
escape the routine of the season and open ourselves to the real expectations of the coming 
of the Son of Man.  Advent is a season of hope that invites us to live as if Christ might 
come again this year.  The celebration of the birth of Jesus is an affirmation that God 
does enter time in order to alter the course of events.  But it is also a warning that most 
of the surrounding community will be unaware of the divine presence.  Living with the     
expectation of divine visitation alters the way we perceive all events.  If Christ were to 
come tomorrow, what would you want to be doing at 
the time of his coming?  And how would a church want 
to be behaving?  
 
See you in church!                                           

    Pastor Robin 
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Sunday Evening Worship and Praise Services continue on Sundays 
at 5:00 p.m. Please help us spread the word!  This is a 45-50 minute, “come as 
you are” service with singing, a short message, and communion.   
 

Women’s Activities  
Women’s Dinner - There will be no women’s dinner in December. 

 
Women’s Bible Study - Monday, December 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  Come and join 
us as we discuss Chapters 4 & 5 from the book, Finding Rest in a Busy 
World, by Margaret Feinberg.  Susan Wolfe facilitates the discussion. 
Meetings occur on the first Monday of each month. 

 
Meals on Wheels for December and January 
 
Friday, December 20                Farel  Friday, January 17                    Himmel-McDaniel 
Saturday, December 21            Goleb  Saturday, January 18                Engen 
 

EFT for 2020 - If you use EFT for your offering or would like to start using EFT, we 
need to hear from you for 2020.  There are EFT sign up sheets in the narthex.  Please fill 
out as indicated and return to the church office. 
 
Healing Service at the end of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. services on  
Sunday, December 1st. 
 
Advent Family Night is on Wednesday, December 4th beginning at 6:15 p.m.  The main 
dish will be provided.  Bring a side dish or dessert to share for dinner. An Advent carol   
service led by our youth will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Brookside Christmas Dinner Projects We are collecting 25 cans of cranberry sauce 
and 25 boxes of granola bars for this project for families in need.  Please donate if possible. 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Sunday, December 1 - Healing Services at the end of both services   
Sunday, December 15 - Sermon in Song at 10:00 a.m. service 
Sunday, December 22 - Service of Hope at 5:00 p.m. service 
Tuesday, December 24 - Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

We will have one Christmas Eve Service this year at 7:00 p.m.  Worship 
servers are needed!  Please sign up if you can help.   
 

Christmas Caroling to our Homebound Members on Sunday, December 8th after 
morning worship.  Come join us for pizza and Christmas caroling fun! 
 
Service of Hope (formerly Blue Christmas service) on Sunday, December 22nd at 
5:00 p.m.   A peaceful worship service for those who struggle with finding the joy of the 
Christmas season because of a recent change or loss due to death, divorce,  sickness or    
unfortunate or tragic circumstances.  All are welcome! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=T1qPshURgSBV2M&tbnid=cPzkrOXkY24T2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theharvesterchurch.com%2Ffirst-time-visitors%2F&ei=chGGU6K-Go63yASogoHQCg&psig=AFQjCNFx3qnn6cTXH2MJuzL
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Poinsettias may be purchased to decorate the altar for Christmas Eve service. You may 
purchase them in honor of a special person or occasion, in memory of a loved one or to the 
Glory of God. These dedications will be inserted in the bulletin Christmas Eve. There is a sign
-up sheet on the board in the Narthex. Please make payment by placing your check in the   
envelope marked Christmas Poinsettias. The deadline for ordering and paying for poinsettias 
is December 15th and each plant is $9.00. 
 

If you would like a home visit by Pastor Robin, please let Pastor Robin or Tracy 
know so we can get one scheduled.  It does not need to be a pastoral emergency… just an             
opportunity to get to know you better. 

Gluten Free Communion Wafers are available. If you have trouble with the regular 
communion wafers or with the bread served, please let Pastor Robin know. We do have gluten
-free wafers available.  Large print bulletins are also available for worship. Please ask the 
usher for assistance.   

Kroger Plus Fundraising Information:  If you would like to register your Kroger card 
for the Community Rewards Program, please contact Pastor Robin or the church office.  
Thank you so much for participating in this fundraiser!  We received over $800 last year!    

 
Thrivent Members - For those of you with choice dollars don’t forget that Fellowship 
can be a recipient of those dollars.  Thank you to all who have donated this way in the past! 
 
Do You Order From Amazon? If so, then try Amazon Smile to support Fellowship           
Lutheran Church! First, go to Amazon Smile and choose Fellowship Lutheran Church,           
Columbus, OH as your charity. Then, shop as usual and Fellowship will receive a percentage of 
your purchase. It’s that easy!  

 
Attendance  Information  

   
 
 Date                       Attendance                    Date             Attendance                     
  10/6     51/10      11/3     48/10 
 10/13     63/9      11/10     75/8    
 10/20     70/11      11/17     46/12 
 10/27     51/9      11/24     58/11 
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Executive  --Todd Engen, President    

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents.   Matthew 25:16 NRSV 

Thank you to everyone who attended the congregation meeting on November 10. During the 
meeting, we approved a budget for 2020 that helps support our mission priorities. We also     
approved a resolution to return our benevolence policy to giving to the Southern Ohio Synod in 
an unrestricted state.  

Financial Status 

As of the end of October, our financial status is in line with our normal annual progression. We 
tend to have large giving in December, January and Easter-time. Other months, our income is 
often slightly below our actual income, but the surpluses in the high months gives us a cushion. 
As of Oct. 31, our Operating Fund balance was $2,751 compared to $3,501 last year. Our      
October income is $440 more than I had estimated for our budget planning based on previous 
year’s income patterns. 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

If you are interested in doing EFT or continuing to automate your giving, please let our Financial 
Secretary (Tracy Farel), know. You can fill out a fill out the EFT form that is on the table in the 
narthex and put that in the Financial Secretary’s mailbox. 

Shopping Rewards and Other Giving  

There are some additional ways to add a little income for Fellowship. The following offer the    
opportunity to share some of their sales back as rewards to charities, including Fellowship: 
Kroger Community Rewards – https://www.kroger.com/topic/kroger-community-rewards-3 
Amazon Smile – https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%
2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0 

If you are a Thrivent Member, i.e., you have one or more Thrivent products such as Life          
Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, or financial products, Thrivent has Choice Dollars and 
Thrivent Action Grants that are for giveback to charities. Choice Dollars are available once a 
year. You can designate which charity to send your Choice Dollars to. They also offer Action 
Grants to provide seed money for teams to use for service projects and other things. Action 
Grants are $250 to spend to jumpstart a project. They are simple to apply for. We have used 
them to help offset some of our spending for event meals, like our Outdoor Service, Pumpkin 
Patch lunch, Amazing Grace Day Camp publicity and food, and others.  

There are probably other rewards programs from credit cards to loyalty cards that can be       
directed to charitable organizations, that I am not aware of. If you know of any, let me know and 
we can let the congregation know. 

I can help if you need assistance singing up for these.  

Your Servant in Christ,  

Todd Engen 

 

https://www.kroger.com/topic/kroger-community-rewards-3
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&*Version*=1&*entries*=0
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Congregational Life --Chad Laucher  

 

Luke 2:10 “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,     
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.” 
 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving weekend and are well-rested for the 
Christmas season.  “Everyone being well-rested” may be wishful thinking on my 
part, nonetheless, I am looking forward to sharing the holidays with my church 
family and the new memories we make each year sharing the season together.   
 
Our next fellowship activity is our Advent family dinner and service on 
Wednesday, December 4th at 6:15 with the service at 7:00 led by our youth!  
We will be providing the main dish (sandwiches), plates, plasticware and drinks and 
we ask that you bring a side dish / dessert to share with the congregation. 
 
The following Sunday, December 8th, we will meet after church and enjoy some 
pizza and visit some of our members that are shut-in.  
 
Also, a small but very impactful, recurring event of fellowship is having a host    
provide a small snack after church.  Our host list is in the Narthex on the bulletin 
board near our mailboxes.  I would greatly encourage families to sign up.  This is a 
great and easy way for each of us to help bring our Fellowship family together! 
 

Look forward to seeing you in church! 
 
Chad  
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Education & Youth Bill Lude, Director 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 
men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, so what may be known about God is plain to 
them because God has made it plain to them.  Romans 1:18-19 
 
Sunday School News 
 
Sunday School continues for our four classes.  Pastor Robin continues her study of stewardship 
for the adult class.  Remember Sunday School is for all.  We will not have Sunday School on  
December 29, 2019, but will continue on January 5, 2020. 
 
Food Pantry 
 
 

The LSS food pantries are operating while remodeling the Frebis pantry.  During December 

2019, the Frebis pantry will be temporarily moved to 800 Frebis Ave. while work continues on the 

Champion building. You may call me at 614-707-3275 or the main number at 877-LSS-MEAL to 

help.   
 

The following are their new extended hours: 

 

___________   Monday        Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday         Friday___ 

Champion  10 am - 1pm     9 am - 12 noon       2:30 - 5:00 pm     10 - 1 pm    

    Produce only     12:30 - 3:30 pm              Produce only 

 

Glenwood                                     1-4 pm                 1-4 pm 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
  
Our next men’s breakfast will be on Saturday, February 8, 2020, at 8:30 a.m.  All men are        
welcome.  Come and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.   
 
In God’s service, 
 
Bill 
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Outreach --Carol Jaeger  

 “From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds it-
self up in love, as each part does its work.”  Ephesians 4:16 (NRSV) 
 
As a follower of Jesus, we become part of Christ’s body. The body of Christ depends on each member 
doing its work to serve others. We were each made for a particular purpose, and as disciples, we all play a 
role in advancing the kingdom. 
 
We can advance the kingdom through our giving.  Offering canned goods, hygiene items, warm hats, 
gloves and coats to our community neighbors in need extends our purpose to others.  We give through our 
sense of love and gratitude for what Jesus has given us. 
 
Our world neighbors can benefit from a monetary gift for hunger relief.  The gift of a goat, piglet,         
honeybees, cow, or fish farm can make a sustainable difference for individuals, families and communities 
beyond our own.  Look in the Narthex for the hanging animal ornaments. 
 
Share your love and gratitude through giving.  Thank you!! 
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Stewardship & Support John Votino, Director 

 
“Our Church - All Are welcome” 

“To share God’s Love and Grace Through Our Words and Actions” 
 

Stewardship – 
See you on Sunday, a simple statement when out with your friends 

that you might feel could start a commitment in their lives to God. As   
always, in Our Church, All Are Welcome for fellowship and worship so a 
simple statement could move someone in the right direction. 
 

We are all stewards and at the end of the day just need to        
understand what our path is.  One thought and or definition of        
stewardship from the biblical world view can be consciously defined 
as: “Utilizing and managing all resources God provides for the glory of God 
and the betterment of His creation.”  The central essence of biblical 
world view stewardship is managing everything God brings into the       
believer’s life in a manner that honors God.  
 
***** If you have not, please remember to Fill out your EFT and 
or commitment cards to help “Our Church” in the future and 
currently in our budgeting process.***** 
 

With the Holiday’s upon us, have enjoyable times and make 
positive memories, help people in need, visit people that can not 
travel and or that do not have a strong family, and of course, 

See You on Sunday & Bring a Guest.   
                                    John 
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Behold, I send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight.'”  Mark 1:1 – 8  
 

Advent is a word that means “coming” or “visit”. In the Christian season of Advent, we prepare 
for the “advent” of Christ at Christmas. By lighting one candle each week of Advent, we help 
ourselves get ready for the birth of Jesus. The candles have different meanings, each based 
upon the Bible. These meanings help us understand how special the birth of Jesus is for us. 

 

Lent and Christmas 

Please mark your calendars now for opportunities to participate in Fellowship worship opportu-

nities during Advent and Christmas.   

We will light the first candle of our Advent wreath on Sunday, December 1. 

Advent Family Night will be a youth-lead service on Wednesday, December 4.  

A special Sermon in Song on Sunday, December 15 will feature music from both adults and 

children. 

Our Service of Hope (formerly Blue Christmas) will be Sunday, December 22 at 5:30 pm. 

Our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service will be at 7:00 pm on December 24. 

 

In addition to participating in these services, please consider helping with preparations such as 

decorating the church and assembling and placing our traditional Christmas Eve luminaries. 

We’ll announce dates and times for these activities soon. 

 

Dates to remember 

 

December 1    First Sunday in Advent; Healing service       

December 4    Advent Family Night      

December 15   Sermon in Song       

December 22   Service of Hope (formerly Blue Christmas)   

December 24   Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm    

      December 29    Service of Christmas lessons and carols  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                

 
     

 

Worship — Sonya Thelin, Director  
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Mission Interpreter — Todd Engen  
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FOR OUR MEMBERS: 

 

Maxine Brunner 

Sam Brunner 

Major N Crispin 

Bob Drake 

Barb Fisher 

Evelyn France 

Margery Gress 

Cheryl Hamilton 

Jean Johnson 

Hazel Lambert 

Leena LeMay 

Sonja Meighen 

Joshua Mott 

Sue Perry 

 

 FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 

 

Joan Albert, Ruth Albert’s mother… 

Aubrei, Liz S.’ student… 

Jeff Collins, Jim Jaeger’s friend… 

David, Barb Fisher’s cousin... 

Deborah Dom, Darcy Dom’s sister…  

Lyn Fitzer, Bill Lude’s friend… 

Scott Johnson, Ed Lathy’s nephew… 

Janet Kucks, Ruth Albert’s cousin... 

David Kubat, Barb Fisher’s cousin… 

Melanie, Marabella’s friend... 

Charles Roll, Dianna Roll’s father-in-law... 

Baby Hayden Valesky, Votino’s great nephew…  

Carol Ward, Barb Fisher’s mother... 

Jeff Warnement, Jim Jaeger’s friend…  

 

 

FOR OUR SHUT-INS: 

 

Lynn Brown, Debbie Bear’s mother... 

 

DEATHS: 

 

Curtis Fleisher, member… 
 

Diane Burns, Jim Jaeger’s friend... 

Pete Carcaise, John Votino’s friend... 
Richard Dickson, Ed Lathy’s cousin… 

Kurt Helseth, Todd Engen’s friend... 

Julius Vilmos Turcsanyi, Karen Harris’ friend... 

JoAnne Vollrath, Cheryl Hamilton’s aunt... 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Faith Family Our Prayers and Support for  . . . 

    December Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating birthdays 
this month! This list reflects the information we 
have in our computer at this time. We welcome 

your corrections and additions! 

 Courtney Colombo  12/5 
 Allen Farel  12/6 
 Ian King  12/7 
 Lauren Scantland  12/8 
 Major Crispin Jr.  12/9 
 John Votino  12/10 
 Kelly Votino  12/17 
 Jase Cleveland  12/18 
 Fritzi Bear  12/21 
 Angela Roll  12/21 
 Pete Meighen  12/23 
 Laura Powell  12/23 
 Darcy Dom  12/24 
 Barb Fisher  12/25 
 Heather Tonn  12/25 
 Carol Scantland  12/28 
 Debbie Kraus  12/29 
 
 
 

 

December Anniversaries 
  
 Lori & Jason Hobbins  12/09 
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Worship Server Schedule for December 

Date December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 

Assisting  
Minister 
 
 

Hayden Laucher Todd Engen Stacy Niedecker Ruth Albert Bruce Johnson 

Acolyte 
 
 

Gwen Cardimen Aleigha Crispin McKenzie Laucher Lorien Crispin Mallory Tonn 

Lay Reader 
 
 

Sonya Thelin Carolyn Crispin Karen Harris Todd Engen Sam Sgro 

Communion  
Asst. 

Sonya Thelin Carolyn Crispin Karen Harris Todd Engen Sam Sgro 

Ushers 
 
 

Votinos Chad Laucher 
Tom Mott 

Bill Lude 
Major Crispin 

Abigail Cardimen 
Jillian Mott 

Bill Farel 
Jim Jaeger 

Counters  
 
 

Pete Cardimen 
Bill Lude 

Bill Farel 
Dianna Roll 

Jim Jaeger 
John Votino 

Andy DeVantier 
Lori Hobbins 

Bill Lude 
Pete Cardimen 

Greeters 
 
 

Bill Lude Crispin Karen Harris Jaeger Bear 

Altar Guild 
 
 

Carolyn Crispin Carol Scantland Karen Harris Susan Lee Dianna Roll 

Hymn Selector 
 
 

Ruth Albert Ruth Albert Ruth Albert Ruth Albert Ruth Albert 

Host  Outreach    

Christmas Eve worship servers needed.  Please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the hallway. 



 

13 

 

 
 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor                                                               Rev. Robin Wargowsky 
Treasurer                                                             Heather & Chris Tonn 
Financial Secretary                                                              Tracy Farel 
Office Secretary                                                                  Tracy Farel 
Organist                                                                       Michael Cherup 
Sub. Organist                                                                 David Fleisher 
Sunday evening pianist             Amy Wargowsky 
Choir Director                                                                George Biemel 
Custodian                                                                       Kenneth Hunt 
                                               
Executive Committee 
President                                                                           Todd Engen 
Vice-President                                                                   Mike Rankin 
Secretary                                                                           Ruth Albert 
                       Pastor Robin 
 
Congregational Life               
Director                   Chad Laucher 
 
 
Education & Youth 
Director                                                                                  Bill Lude 
 
 
 
Outreach 
Director                                                                            Carol Jaeger 
 
 
 
Stewardship & Support 
Director                                                                             John Votino 
   
Worship 
Director                                                                           Sonya Thelin 
                                                        

 
Thank you for your leadership!!! 

 

 
 

Church Staff & Leadership  2019-2020 
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December 2019 Calendar 

Weekly Recurring Events  
 
Sunday 
• 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service  

• 11:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun choir practice 

• 12:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. - Columbus Joeun     

service/meal 

• 5:00 p.m. - Worship and Praise  

 

Monday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

• 8:00 p.m. - Narcotics Anonymous 

 

Tuesday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

• 4:00 - 9:30 p.m. - Sound Aloud 

 

Wednesday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

• 7:00 p.m. - Choir (no choir 12/4, 12/25) 

 

Thursday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

• 4:00 - 9:30 p.m. - Sound Aloud 

• 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. - Columbus Joeun service 

 

Friday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

• 8:00 p.m. - Narcotics Anonymous 

 

Saturday 
• 6:00 -7:30 a.m. - Columbus Joeun prayer 

 
 

 

Other Events & Meetings 
 
December 1, 2019 (Sunday)  

• 11:00 a.m. - Decorate church  

• 11:30 a.m. - Executive Committee 
 
December 2, 2019 (Monday) 

• 7:00 p.m. - Women’s Book Study 
 
December 4, 2019 (Wednesday) 

• 6:15 p.m. - Advent Family Night Supper 

• 7:00 p.m. - Advent worship service led by youth 
 
December 8, 2019  (Sunday) 

• 11:15 a.m. - Pizza and caroling 
 
December 10,  2019 (Tuesday) 

• 7:00 p.m. - Worship 
 
December 14, 2019 (Saturday) 

• 9:00 a.m. - Sermon-in-Song practice 

• 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall reserved 
 
December 15, 2019  

• 10:00 a.m. - Sermon-in-Song 
 
December 17, 2019 (Tuesday) 

• 7:00 p.m. - Council 
 
December 20,  2019 (Friday) 

• 6:30 p.m. - BAPS 
 
December 22, 2019 (Sunday) 

• 5:00 p.m. - Service of Hope 
 
December 24, 2019 (Tuesday) 

• 7:00 p.m. - Candlelight Christmas service 
 
December 25, 2019 (Wednesday) 

• Merry Christmas! - office closed 
 
December 29, 2019 (Sunday) 

• 10:00/5:00 - Lessons & Carols service (no Comm.) 
 
December 31, 2019 (Tuesday)  

• 11:30 p.m. - Columbus Joeun service 
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Fellowship Lutheran Church 
7350 Sawmill Road 
Columbus, OH  43235 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Purpose:   To share God’s love and grace through our words and actions. 

 

Our Vision:    To be a “called and gathered” family of faith whose members so        

      fully experience the undeserved love of God that we are moved to  
      express that same love of God, in our relationships with one  
      another and our whole community . . . 


