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16th Century Protestant Reformation

October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posting his 95
Theses at the Castle Church, Wittenberg,
Germany.

Sola Scriptura ("only the
scriptures")

Sola Gratia ("only by grace")

Sola Fides ("only by faith")
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19tk Century “Free” Church Movement

1. Dominance of the Government and the deadness of the Lutheran Church
2. Personal piety vs. corporate ritual

Ch. Membership of "believers only, but all believers" Baptism
& Lord's Supper for those with personal faith
3. A Biblical basis for belief--"Where stands it written?"

4. Local church autonomy, local churches govern themselves
Active Involvement of lay members, not just clergy

5. Missionary activity to reach people with the Good News Christ
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Long-term relationships



People of
the Bible




Severe famine in
1860s




In total, from 1870 to 1914, about 1 million Swedes
1mmigrated.



Four years after the
Civil War, in 1869
the state of Iowa
encouraged
1mmigration by
printing a booklet
entitled lowa.: The

Home of
Immigrants.
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1870

The Chicago-
Illinois Railroad
expanded a line
from Fort Dodge
to LeMars,
through Storm
Lake and created
the town of Alta.

Scandanavian
1Immigrants soon
purchased land
in this part of
rural Iowa and
began the work
of building new
homes and
towns.




1884 MISSION CONFERENCE HELD IN BOONE, IowA

Several churches from
the Swedish Evangelical
Lutheran Ansgar Synod
and the Swedish
Evangelical Lutheran
Mission Synod, along
with some independent
congregations, organized
a voluntary fellowship or
assoclation to cooperate
In mission work.




Christian Corneliussen emigrated from Norway to the
New World. Writing from Alta, Iowa, in 1884, he
expressed his view of the world’s destiny:

“The times are bad,” he wrote the Norwegian
Mission Covenant, -but the Lord will come
soon to fetch His own and protect them in

His abode until the tribulation 1s over.”

Morgenroden (The Dawn), (journal of the Danish Mission covenant) October
15, 1884.



“Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit..." (Matthew
28:19).
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lockwise trom top left: A Chinese pastor baplizes a young believer in Hong Kong; A group prepares for
baptism m Venezuela; New believers are bapuzed 'in Zaire; A baptismal service in Japan




EFCM missionaries employ
about in the country.

Iford Bjurlin, longtime EFCA

missionary, traveled many miles
on a mule to share the gospel in
Venezuela, His wife, Ruth, bids him
farewell.

Rickslms transported missionaries

through the narrow streets of
Canton, China, circa 1895.
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oris Ekblad, at right, EECM missionary to
Hong Kong for 40 years, leads a small-group
Bible study with Chinese girls.

uth Sundquist is photographed in 1957 with
R( hinese orphans in Hong Kong in front of the
AT \)'Q, iy W5 G 4 st L\ AR Evangel Clhuldren’s Home which she helped to
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Ider evangelists/pastors
would often mentor younger
men by traveling alongside them.

Here O. C. Grauer, at right,
assists two apprentice pastors in
their pioneer evangelistic meet-
ings. Grauer served as superin-
tendent of the Norwegian
Congregational Home Missions
from 1907 to 1930,
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1920 property became
avatlable on Irving
Park Road in Chicago
which enabled the
home to relocate to the

site of its present cam-
pus. Today’s ministry
includes residential
and foster care as well
as extensive counsel-
ing, and shelter care
units in other commu-

L RIS 33, S |

nities.

T or 12 years Mr, and
A Mrs, R, C, Varland
were engaged as direc
tor and matron ol
Lydia Children's Home

beginning m 1920
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1901 SWEDISH FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDED
IN OLD CENTER GROVE, 8 miles NE of Alta in Scott
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August and Alma Lindberg Family

Alfred and Josephine Gustafson

Founding
members of
the Free
Swedish
Christian
Church

Gustaf and Anna Peterson




John and Hannah Anderson i - [ John and Augusta Rehnstrom

E. A. Floren
Swan and Gustava Johnson August Anderson
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SWEDISH MISSION CHURCH
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Jacob M. and Annie Olson and Bernard 1902-1904 R

In 1902 this autonomous, country church shared
ministers with the Free churches in Alta and Storm
Lake. It also had ties with Free churches in Linn Grove,
Marathon, Oakdale, and Albert City.



The group of original families spent the rest of
their lives in the church.
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Gustaf and Anna Peterson

- 00 48

Iowa Free Church Couple Celebrate Golden Wedding

Despite a rainy,
disagreeable day,
the open house on
June 12 in honeor
of Mr., and N
Gustaf E. Petfer-
sons Golden
Wedding proved
a happy oceasion.
200 rela-
tives and friends
from far and ne«
signed the gu
book. While ad-

vanced in age and

About

n g o

h, the couple

younger

than their vears

and greafly en-
joyed the day.

T h e follov
Sunday aftern
members a n 4
friends of the Cenier Grove church gathered
al the home 1o honor the couple. A Pro-
gram of music and talks s given, refresh.
ments we rved and a gift of money giv-

to the honored couple,
aiso served as a fare
fo Rev. and Mrs. J. M Olson. who
leaving Storm Lake this week to make

o g

Gustaf E,

e ——

Peterson

Mrs. Peterson

their home &t the 0ld People’s Hom
Boone. They will be greatly missed in
commtnity.

The Pelersons wish {o express their thanks
and appreciation for thé many letters, cards

ns received during the week of

and telegr:

celebration.



















E\ en this linte girl enjoyed the
carly conferences

onferees dine at the

s Norwegian-Danish
Convention in Milwaukee, circa
1917

he Young People’s Society and

Sunday School Convention
assembled in 1929 at Franson
Memonial Park in Buffalo.
Minnesota.
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1950 Merger of Norwegian-Danish and Swedish Free
Churches to become Evangelical Free Church of
America, based in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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A Church Family













it

AT e,
,i:.“wr.kw,.: 3




ities.

2
S
o)
@)
e

b
£ us

P
S

=)

)

P,

/)
on.
O

=

$={

a.
L

b
=
T

had taken its toll on rural commun




[ ] [ )
Meanwhile, in : Sl W o
EFG 516/¢ S?C‘d /”ccf/h ?@t ur‘l)' A7 CHC{(JWCQ J"zd‘ X JC"‘*/ /te.“'i"vc(
! 2 Feb. | 12307 | g ] is|aalas el el )/
; 277 /Juml. .‘0/ w s & ‘7}4@»«," o 1977 Several /-;m;;.e L.:Mcf/é.‘/mtcr? ] ‘k | ! :, ;
abLt + 2 ol Eﬁ;m/mwr ol Kol B0 _
L Laen defl Lobnsos Sl 15 IS N O R X
, ?‘a“' /Ca 9&2&«% » /0,0‘4‘29\-—' A a WCa dell =)
% - bl ! )'\
Lt Soiiting o rpplonn. 2he families from ,C;;’_j:/”ft_:“’.””“f’ dis i R e
m*&wul <, d'-z EFe o S ‘;&4@( Gl xrcice Ldhns oy
w D Za‘_{ Coef/ /7‘-—("4—"‘-’ C’A(éaycl /1(!““[‘()’ ¥ i3 )( X K 1( A K Y
X Free Church b e o LT
'u'-"d) "f@twn‘n +él-7 l
7 |
72"-1-? )w 222 & Fd‘..‘ "ILM (W l’-/)/l //./.'5 "fﬂ?c'ﬂn“n77é-';-, i | | i
T il | Bl Pews X K| x| o Xl || X
B PO Gellqinaai iy 4 backgrounds e S )
Q-,a;(,-/w,- Robbins AR IR | RIK &K [X]X
22291 F B HN«2f g Edith Rebbias | X |X|R] ] A &] A ;
at 18 s 2 began a Blble | Tom Trammel x| x XK 1:
s /va /tc J2n4—4- MM /‘ueyh -Tkamme K] A X| x| { X
M 9’ @&L;n b - SO s d o S ,\Totg/)-ky/ay £1X /\!x A X er' ‘
L«:rvk Ai.w-w /,,,_,»C Stu y ln torm JTaGs Tr(),/ar 5 X | X1 X X ;
/L/VJM Za,ux,()(( >W % | “Yowi Tread A | ’(‘ X{X|A X i
(] ° l?ﬁ:"t& 73‘"'4‘7" A 7‘"" KiA X X K{
panosnrmepsrEm .ake with a view | Gearge Rrbrser | |1 [x| clx|x|a|x| c]]s
. 7—1’:7%/3/ - Rew fr | Lonuea Pelersay il 18 8,7 Bk (3 Bl B L3R
W ) Borssrso - Qo dite EFE . | Gl ool L R B L |
pasdis to planting a O | Gonde lools | |x|x|x|5] A2 |
STeve. Ehlevs X .K‘K‘
o Bm‘f), Ehlers X Xi X
church in town. Jow  Ehlers <[ xe] || |
Chiuc K Jchhsecr A | X ‘ ‘ |
—  Johnsan X } [ |
] o l




'S L The Evanggllml ﬂu Church

July 2 1‘178
Charter Members

1978 Qates William ¢
Pohmson, Wendell V.

STORM LAKE EFC TJohnson, Charlotte A.
ohnson, Tatricia C

IS FOUNDED. M(mson Clifford_ R

Unbon eLen
terson, (eorge WL
éterson znnea

] Rwsey, William C.
The congregation s gé S

gz’z e I
ra Zor Jose/)k g

Main Street. Tra { [Zenoan

Bonita
/lemme Karerl Assoczate

MICHAEL R SAILEY, PASTOR

met above the Ben

Franklin store on




EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF STORM LAKE
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
December 23, 1979
6:00 p.m.,

A SPECIAL TIME OF SHARING...

"Ready for Christmas" Linnea Peterson
"Sweet Little Jesus Boy" Gary Burkhslter
"What Child Is This?" (Pisno) Jennifer Pewsey
"Greatest Gift...The Gift of Self" Barb Pewsey
"Joy To the World" Daniels Family
"0 Little Town of Bethlehem"Jim & Tom McKinnis
Poem Tom Potter

"What Child Is This?" Gregg Menning &
Diane Appleseth

"Birthday of a King" & "0 Holy Night"
Pastor Bailey & Jennifer Pewsey

"A Most Special Christmas® Karn Monson

"0 Come, All Ye Faithful" Monson Family
"God's Gift" LuAnn Ridout
"Ring the EBells" MeKinnis Family
"The Eternsl Light" Edith Robbins
"Wise Men Still Adore Him" Traylor Family






SWEETHEART BANQUET
February 14,1980
Ken-A-Bob Restaurant







1982 purchased 3 and a half acres along
Hwy 7 with the dream of someday building
their structure.




FUTURE HOME OF

,‘ gSTORMLAKE‘ g

\ A TALE
ST e Y L L
SARANR L8, e
E‘?‘) 'Y‘C ‘n. \‘I; "
G R e }
L' ) ‘r'b','»)u.,l \.\’}«‘
oy A ) WO By ‘,-: ¥ A . %?, oo N

e e B : o ' 15y 0 b By
AR A T e S B
v ) ¥ et -'.'.Y'F.V' ) s '\"‘ T#y‘ T ‘_.'“1

. Gy i

i oy

' L ’
ol 2 o i



MEMORIAL DAY FAREWELL POTLUCK FOR CLAYTONS \"/Afé/_;e?o
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1990 Storm Lake EFC
builds new building
($350,000) on 3 acres along
West Milwaukee Avenue




er 101 years, rural church is razed

Bill Titus’ 1999 Center Grove Church b 1ld1ng

Christmas e

| demollshed

wish reali

BY DOLORES CULLEN

Center Grove Church, a
rural Evangelical Free Church
built in 1902, is no longer. Drive
past its former location at the
intersection of M36 and Hwy. 3
and there’s no trace of the
structure

Friday, starting about 11
a.m. the church was knocked
down and then burned by Curt
jrau of Early and Larry Miller
of Storm Laké. By evening the
area was smoothed over with
dirt.

Throughout the day former
parishloners eame by and took
their last look at the old church
Some out-of-towners around
for Christmas reminisced
about Sunday school there.

BEveryone agreed thi :
mg dosgn the (,‘,.ll( Crove
Chufch'was sl fopile best. The
buildifig wa¥ Vicated in 1999
and the congregation merged
with Evangelical Free Church
in Storm Lake.

The prope ,’\ s due S
off by Kevin Cofre and landed
in the hands of Bill and Loree
TMus. A houge behind the
church became their home
“Bill was not & member of the
church but had always wanted
to own an acreage and did
enjoy the time he got to spend
out here,” said Loree,

Bill came down with
metastatic renal cell carcinoma
in 2000 and fought the disease
for 14 months. He passed aw
peacefully at home Februar




1997 UNDER THE JOINT PASTORATE OF BOB SPILGER,

CENTER GROVE
EFC AND STORM

LAKE EFC MERGED

FUTURE HOME OF

X Evangelical

TO BECOME | FREE CHURCH
HOPE e g e
EVANGELICAL

FREE CHURCH




1 TIMOTHY 4:10

“WE HAVE OUR
HOPE SET ON

THE LIVING (GOD,

WHO IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY OF

THOSE WHO BELIEVE.”



Celebrating 125 Years in 'v i
Body of Christ! L






GREETINGS FROM
FRIENDS



Mike Shields, Central District Superintendent




Pastor Doug
Corlew
Summit Church
Alta, 1A

Dear Friends at Hope, Congratulations on this
great milestone of 125 years as a church! It's
remarkable to think about all the generations of
Christ-followers who have been touched by
your ministry since 1901. Many faithful
shepherds have guided your flock in the past,
and we are so grateful that God led Pastor
James and Heidi to continue His work among
you in more recent years. Under their Christlike
leadership, we know that the ministry of Hope
continues to bear lasting spiritual fruit, to the
glory of God. As your brothers and sisters in
Christ, and partners in His gospel, we wish you
all the best and pray for God’s blessing upon
your ministry in the coming years! Warmly in
Christ, Pastor Doug



Pastor Kiboko
Kiboko

United
Methodist
Church
Storm Lake, |IA




Ryan
Brandenberger
Former Pastor
of First Baptist

Church



Pastor Ryan Brandenberger
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| came to the Center Grove Free Church almost exactly
41 years ago — | arrived in the final days of February of
1985. Though | only stayed there for 4.5 years |
remember those years with great fondness. It was my
first church. The people at Center Grove were patient
and kind to a novice like me — they gave me the
opportunity to learn and study and take my first pastoral
steps in a loving and safe place. | am so thankful to the
Lord for sending me there right out of seminary to a
place like Center Grove. | can’'t imagine a better place
to attempt to learn the ropes. The memories of the
people there are precious beyond words — many of the

Pastor Randy friendships lasted for decades and decades, as one by
one many of those people went to be with the Lord.
AnderSOn Congratulations on such a momentous milestone — 125

years — doing the math, | showed up in year 84 and
Former Pastor at remain very thankful to have done so. Thanking the Lord

Center Grove EFC for Center Grove (Now Hope EFC), Pastor Randy



Dear Friends, we're still in Elbow Lake,
Minnesota and doing great. \We have 6
grandkids and are enjoying retirement.
We're involved in a church nearby here
where my wife is using her gifts of music,
piano and organ regularly, and I'm a proud
doorkeeper, a greeter at the front door. |
like that Psalm 84:10 says, I'd ratherbe a g8
doorkeeper in the house of the Lord than to &S
dwell in the tents of the wicked. That's my

verse in retirement. May God bless your

efforts there and may He get all the glory Pastor Don Trulson
and praise at the special 125th Former Pastor at
Anniversary! Because of Jesus, Storm Lake EFC

Don Trulson



Dear James and the saints living and serving our
Jesus near and in Storm Lake, you have been on our
hearts these last several months. | want to thank you
for your words of comfort and love expressed to our
family at the home going of Paula on January 3rd.
The last several years were difficult as we walked
down the Alzhimers road, God has been so faithful to
us. Congratulations on reaching the 125th
anniversary of Hope Church. Paula and | were
always thankful for the years God allowed us to serve
as your Pastoral couple, we were always thankful for
Pastor Bob Sp”ger how you taught us how love and serve you. | trust
that Sunday will be a special of memories especially
Former Pastor at of God's faithfulness these last 125 years. God bless

Center Grove EFC and thank you Pastor James for allowing me to share

this greeting. Love in Christ Pastor Bob Spilger -
& Storm Lake EFC Marshalltown, |A




Dear Hope Church Family,

Greetings from South Dakota.
Congratulations on 125 years of Gospel
Witness in the Storm Lake area. It was a
privilege to represent Christ among you all
for 5 and a half years. We pray God will
deepen your relationship with Him and
each other as you continue to be a
Lighthouse for Christ in the Northwest
lowa region.

In Christ’'s Service,
Pastor Jim and Tammy
Josh and Rebecca

Pastor Jim Hofman

Former Pastor at
Hope EFC



We praise and
thank the Lord for
planting,
sustaining and

using our church -
- family the past 125







OPE

o |EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
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