
125TH ANNIVERSARY

1901-2026



1901 SWEDISH FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDED

IN OLD CENTER GROVE, 8 miles NE of Alta in Scott 

Township of Buena Vista county, Iowa. 





16th Century Protestant Reformation

October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posting his 95 

Theses at the Castle Church, Wittenberg, 

Germany.

Sola Scriptura ("only the 

scriptures") 

Sola Gratia ("only by grace") 

Sola Fides ("only by faith")





19th Century “Free” Church Movement

1. Dominance of the Government and the deadness of the Lutheran Church

2. Personal piety vs. corporate ritual

Ch. Membership of "believers only, but all believers" Baptism 

& Lord's Supper for those with personal faith

3.  A Biblical basis for belief--"Where stands it written?"

4.  Local church autonomy, local churches govern themselves

Active Involvement of lay members, not just clergy

5.  Missionary activity to reach people with the Good News Christ



“Service in a Norwegian Country 

Church” by Adolph Tidemand





“The Fanatics” 

by Adolph Tidemand





Long-term relationships



People of 

the Bible



Severe famine in 

1860s



In total, from 1870 to 1914, about 1 million Swedes 

immigrated.



Four years after the 

Civil War, in 1869 

the state of Iowa 

encouraged 

immigration by 

printing a booklet 

entitled Iowa: The 

Home of 

Immigrants.



The Chicago-
Illinois Railroad 
expanded a line 
from Fort Dodge 
to LeMars, 
through Storm 
Lake and created 
the town of Alta. 

Scandanavian
immigrants soon 
purchased land 
in this part of 
rural Iowa and 
began the work 
of building new 
homes and 
towns.

1870



1884 MISSION CONFERENCE HELD IN BOONE, IOWA

Several churches from 
the Swedish Evangelical 
Lutheran Ansgar Synod 
and the Swedish 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission Synod, along 
with some independent 
congregations, organized 
a voluntary fellowship or 
association to cooperate 
in mission work. 



Christian Corneliussen emigrated from Norway to the 

New World. Writing from Alta, Iowa, in 1884, he 

expressed his view of the world’s destiny:

“The times are bad,” he wrote the Norwegian 

Mission Covenant, “but the Lord will come 

soon to fetch His own and protect them in 

His abode until the tribulation is over.” 

Morgenrøden (The Dawn), (journal of the Danish Mission covenant) October 

15, 1884. 







Women’s Missionary Society



















1901 SWEDISH FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH FOUNDED

IN OLD CENTER GROVE, 8 miles NE of Alta in Scott 

Township of Buena Vista county, Iowa. 







Founding 

members of 

the Free 

Swedish 

Christian 

Church







THIS PHOTO ALBUM CONTAINS SAMPLE PAGES TO GET YOU 

STARTED.

SWEDISH MISSION CHURCH



In 1902 this autonomous, country church shared 

ministers with the Free churches in Alta and Storm 

Lake. It also had ties with Free churches in Linn Grove, 

Marathon, Oakdale, and Albert City.



The group of original families spent the rest of 

their lives in the church.















1950 Merger of Norwegian-Danish and Swedish Free 

Churches to become Evangelical Free Church of 

America, based in Minneapolis, Minnesota.



In 1981, they celebrated 80 years of ministry in 

Scott Township



A Church Family









By the late 1990s, Scott Township had a 

population of  only 245 people and no 

incorporated settlements. 



The Farm Crises of  the 1980s 

had taken its toll on rural communities.



Meanwhile, in 

1977 several 

families from 

Free Church  

backgrounds 

began a Bible 

study in Storm 

Lake with a view 

to planting a 

church in town. 



1978 

STORM LAKE EFC 

IS FOUNDED.

The congregation 

met above the Ben 

Franklin store on 

Main Street.











1982 purchased 3 and a half acres along 

Hwy 7 with the dream of someday building 

their structure.











1990 Storm Lake EFC 

builds new building

($350,000) on 3 acres along 

West Milwaukee Avenue



1999 Center Grove Church building 

demolished



1997 UNDER THE JOINT PASTORATE OF BOB SPILGER, 

CENTER GROVE

EFC AND STORM

LAKE EFC MERGED

TO BECOME

HOPE

EVANGELICAL

FREE CHURCH



1 TIMOTHY 4:10

“WE HAVE OUR

HOPE SET ON

THE LIVING GOD, 

WHO IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY OF

THOSE WHO BELIEVE.” 



Celebrating 125 Years in the 

Body of Christ!



125TH ANNIVERSARY

1901-2026



GREETINGS FROM
FRIENDS



Mike Shields, Central District Superintendent



Dear Friends at Hope, Congratulations on this 

great milestone of 125 years as a church! It’s 

remarkable to think about all the generations of 

Christ-followers who have been touched by 

your ministry since 1901. Many faithful 

shepherds have guided your flock in the past, 

and we are so grateful that God led Pastor 

James and Heidi to continue His work among 

you in more recent years. Under their Christlike 

leadership, we know that the ministry of Hope 

continues to bear lasting spiritual fruit, to the 

glory of God. As your brothers and sisters in 

Christ, and partners in His gospel, we wish you 

all the best and pray for God’s blessing upon 

your ministry in the coming years! Warmly in 

Christ, Pastor Doug

Pastor Doug 

Corlew

Summit Church 

Alta, IA



Pastor Kiboko 

Kiboko

United 

Methodist 

Church 

Storm Lake, IA



Ryan 

Brandenberger

Former Pastor 

of First Baptist 

Church



Pastor Ryan Brandenberger



Maria Roland - Time Capsule Art





Rom 15:5-7 May the 
God of endurance 

and encouragement 
grant you to live in 
such harmony with 

one another, in 
accord with Christ 

Jesus, that together 
you may with one 

voice glorify the God 
and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore welcome 
one another as 

Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of 

God.



I came to the Center Grove Free Church almost exactly 

41 years ago – I arrived in the final days of February of 

1985. Though I only stayed there for 4.5 years I 

remember those years with great fondness. It was my 

first church. The people at Center Grove were patient 

and kind to a novice like me – they gave me the 

opportunity to learn and study and take my first pastoral 

steps in a loving and safe place. I am so thankful to the 

Lord for sending me there right out of seminary to a 

place like Center Grove. I can’t imagine a better place 

to attempt to learn the ropes. The memories of the 

people there are precious beyond words – many of the 

friendships lasted for decades and decades, as one by 

one many of those people went to be with the Lord. 

Congratulations on such a momentous milestone – 125 

years – doing the math, I showed up in year 84 and 

remain very thankful to have done so. Thanking the Lord 

for Center Grove (Now Hope EFC), Pastor Randy

Pastor Randy 

Anderson

Former Pastor at 

Center Grove EFC



Dear Friends, we’re still in Elbow Lake, 

Minnesota and doing great. We have 6 

grandkids and are enjoying retirement. 

We’re involved in a church nearby here 

where my wife is using her gifts of music, 

piano and organ regularly, and I'm a proud 

doorkeeper, a greeter at the front door. I 

like that Psalm 84:10 says, I'd rather be a 

doorkeeper in the house of the Lord than to 

dwell in the tents of the wicked. That's my 

verse in retirement. May God bless your 

efforts there and may He get all the glory 

and praise at the special 125th 

Anniversary! Because of Jesus, 

Don Trulson

Pastor Don Trulson

Former Pastor at 

Storm Lake EFC



Pastor Bob Spilger

Former Pastor at 

Center Grove EFC 

& Storm Lake EFC

Dear James and the saints living and serving our 

Jesus near and in Storm Lake, you have been on our 

hearts these last several months. I want to thank you 

for your words of comfort and love expressed to our 

family at the home going of Paula on January 3rd. 

The last several years were difficult as we walked 

down the Alzhimers road, God has been so faithful to 

us. Congratulations on reaching the 125th 

anniversary of Hope Church. Paula and I were 

always thankful for the years God allowed us to serve 

as your Pastoral couple, we were always thankful for 

how you taught us how love and serve you. I trust 

that Sunday will be a special of memories especially 

of God's faithfulness these last 125 years. God bless 

and thank you Pastor James for allowing me to share 

this greeting. Love in Christ Pastor Bob Spilger -

Marshalltown, IA



Pastor Jim Hofman

Former Pastor at 

Hope EFC

Dear Hope Church Family,

Greetings from South Dakota.

Congratulations on 125 years of Gospel 

Witness in the Storm Lake area. It was a 

privilege to represent Christ among you all 

for 5 and a half years. We pray God will 

deepen your relationship with Him and 

each other as you continue to be a 

Lighthouse for Christ in the Northwest 

Iowa region.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Jim and Tammy

Josh and Rebecca



WORSHIP FOCUS

PSALM 78:1-8
We praise and 

thank the Lord for 

planting, 

sustaining and 

using our church 

family the past 125 

years. 
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